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ORIGINAL  DEDICATION 


TO 


MR*  MAYNWARING.* 


SIR, 

The  state  of  conversation  and  business  in  this 
town  having  been  long  perplexed  with  pre- 
tenders in  both  kinds,  in  order  to  open  men's 
eyes  against  such  abuses,  it  appeared  no  un- 
profitable  undertaking   to   publish   a   Paper, 

*  Arthur  Maynwaring,  esq.  *  His  works  set  the  cha- 
racter of  his  genius  above  the  reach  of  the  criticism  of  others, 
and  he  was  himself  allowed  universally  to  be  the  best  critic 
of  his  times.' — Biographia  Britannica,  art.  Hughes.  Re- 
mark L. 

*  His  learning  was  without  pedantry;  his  wit  without  af- 
fectation ;  his  judgment  without  malice;  his  friendship  with- 
out interest ;  his  zeal  without  violence :  in  a  word^  he  was 
the  best  subject,  the  best  friend,  tlie  best  relation,  the  best 
master,  the  best  critic,  and  the  best  political  writer  in  Grreat 
Britain.' — Egerton's  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Oldiield. 

He  died  in  1712,  aged  44,  and  left  his  estate  to  be  equally 
divided  between  his  sister,  his  son,  and  his  son's  mother.  It 
amounted  to  little  more  than  3000/.  His  *  Life  and  Posthu- 
mous Works'  were  published  by  Mr.  Oldmixon,  1715,  8vo.; 
whence  a  full  account  of  him  has  been  inserted  in  the  Bio^ 
graphical  Dictionary. 
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which  should  ol>serve  upon  the  manners  of  the 
pleasurable,  as  well  as  the  busy  part  of  man- 
kind. To  make  this  generally  read,  it  seemed 
the  most  proper  method  to  form  it  by  way  of 
a  Letter  of  Intelligence^  consisting  of  such 
parts  as  might  gratify  the  curiosity  of  persons 
of  all  conditions,  and  of  each  sex.  But  a  work 
of  this  nature  requiring  time  to  grow  into  the 
notice  of  the  world,  it  happened  very  luckily, 
that,  a  little  before  I  had  resolved  upon  this 
design,  a  gentleman*  had  written  predictions, 
and  two  or  three  other  pieces  in  my  name, 
which  had  rendered  it  famous  through  all  parts 
of  Europe ;  and,  by  an  inimitable  spirit  and  hu- 
mour, raised  it  to  as  high  a  pitch  of  reputation 
as  it  could  possibly  arrive  at. 

By  this  good  fortune  the^  name  of  Isaac 
Bickerstaff*  gained  an  audient^e  of  all  who 
had  any  taste  of  wit ;  and  the  addition  of  the 
ordinary  occurrences  of  common  Journals  of 
News  brought  in  a  multitude  of  other  readers. 
I   could  not,    I   confess,    long  keep   up  the 


^  Dr.  Swift.— Sec  the  Dean's  ^Works^  passim.— See  also 
Steele's  Original  Preface  to  the  Tatler,  prefixed  to  this  vo- 
lume. 

«  <  Although  the  Tatler  joined  an  odd  surname  to  no 
very  common  Christian  one,  there  was  a  man  found  in  this 
large  town  who  owned  both  the  names.' — Swift's  Letters, 
ToL  XV.  p.  408. 
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opinion  of  the  town,  that  these  Lucubrations 
were  written  by  the  same  hand  with  the  first 
works  which  were  pubHshed  under  my  name ; 
but,  before  I  lost  the  participation  of  that  au- 
thor's fame,  I  had  already  found  the  advantage 
of  his  authority,  to  which  I  owe  the  sudden  ac- 
ceptance which  my  labours  met  with  in  the 
world  *. 

The  general  purpose  of  this  Paper*  is  to  ex- 
pose the  false  arts  of  life,  to  pull  off  the  dis- 
guises of  cunning,  vanity  and  affectation,  and  to 
recommend  a  general  simplicity  in  our  dress, 
our  discourse,  and  our  behaviour.  No  man 
has  a  better  judgment  for  the  discovery,  or  a 
nobler  spirit  for  the  contempt  of  all  imposture, 
than  yourself;  which  qualities  render  you  the 
most  proper  patron  for  the  author  of  these  Es- 
says. In  the  general,  the  design,  however  exe- 
cuted, has  met  with  so  great  success,  that  there 
is  hardly  a  name  now  eminent  among  us  for 


^  *  During  the  prevalence  of  parties  and  prejudices,  he 
that  would  be  believed  by  every  body  should  be  known  to 
nobody,  lest,  instead  of  listening  to  the  good  advice  of  the 
censor,  the  censured  should  endeavour,  by  retorting  on  his 
frailties,  to  extenuate  or  justify  their  own.' 

^  See  more  concerning  the  purposes  of  this  paper,  Nos.  5. 
5.  9.  51.  64.  and  271.— See  also  Dr.  Johnson's  *  Lives  of 
English  Poets,'  vol.  ii.  p.  361,  362,  363,  364,  365,  and  S66. 
ed.  8vo.  1781. 
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power,  wit,  beauty,  valour,  or  wisdom,  which  is 
not  subscribed  for  the  encouragement  of  these 
volumes.  This  is,  indeed,  an  honour  for  which 
it  is  impossible  to  express  a  suitable  gratitude ; 
and  thelre  is  nothing  could  be  an  addition  to 
the  pleasure  I  take  in  it  but  the  reflection,  that 
it  gives  me  the  most  conspicuous  occasioij  I 
can  ever  have,  of  subscribing  myself, 

SIB, 
Your  most  obliged,  most  obedient, 

And  most  humble  Servant, 

ISAAC  BICKERSTAFF. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE 

LUCUBRATIONS 


ISAAC    BICKERSTAFF,  Esq* 

IN    FOUR    VOLUMES: 


NOTES, 
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^  Mihi  Galba,  Otho^  Vitellius,  nee  beneficio  nee  injuria  eogniti;  nee  amore 
quisquam,  et  sine  odio  dicendus  est."  Tacit.  Hist.  lib. -I.  cap.  1. 
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'Nemo  apad  nos  qui  idem  tentaverit :  equidem  sentio  peculiarem  in  stodiis 
cansam  eormn  esse,  qui  difficnltatibas  victis,  utilitatem  juvandi,  prae- 
tttlenmt  grati»  placendi.  Res  ardna^  Yetustis  novitatem  dare,  novis 
auctoritatem,  obsoletis  nitoremy  fastiditis  gratiam,  dubiis  fidem,  omni- 
bus vero  nataram,  et  naturae  suae  omnia.  Itaque  mon  assecvtis  voMssef 
abunde  pulchrum  atque  magnificqm  est." 

C.  Pun.  Hist.  Nat.  Praef.  ad  Divum  Vespasianum. 

— "  Viresque  acquirit  eundo."  Vikg. 
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SIR  RICHARD  STEELE'S 
PREFACE       ^ 


TO 


THE  OCTAVO  EDITION  IN  1710  •• 


In  the  last  Tatler  I  promised  some  explanation  of 
passages  and  persons  mentioned  in  this  work,  as  well 
as  some  account  of  the  assistances  I  have  had  in  the 
performance.  I  shall  do  this  in  very  few  words ; 
for  when  a  man  has  no  design  but  to  speak  plain 
truth,  he  may  say  a  great  deal  in  a  very  narrow  com- 
pass. I  have,  in  the  dedication  of  the  tirst  volume, 
made  my  acknowledgments  to  Dr.  Swift  \  whose 
pleasant    writings,     in    the    name    of    BickerstafiJ 

*  The  first  foiir  numbers  of  the  original  folio  were  *  printed  for  the 
Author,  1709;'  the  remaining  numbers  *  sold  by  John  Morphew,  near 
Stationers'  Hall,  where  Advertisements  are  taken  in.'  When  collected  • 
into  Tdlumes,  they  wdre  '  to  be  delivered  to  subscribers  by  Charles  Lillie, 
perfiuner,  at  the  comer  of  Beauford-buildings  in  the  Strand;  and  John 
Morphew,  near  Stationers'  Hall;*  vol.  i.  and  ii.  in  1710;  vol.  iii.  and  iv. 
1711. 

^  Steele's  original  Dedications  are  all  preserved  in  the  present  edition. 
Itie  List  of  Subscribers  containeid  the  names  of  many  eminent  at  that 
time  for  wit,  beauty,  valour,  and  wisdom.  See  the  Dedication  to  the  first 
volome;  and  Tatler,  No.  162. 
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Viii  SIR   RICHARD   STEELE'S  PREFACE. 

created  an  inclination  in  the  Town  towards  any  thing 
that  could  appear  in  the  same  disguise.  I  must  ac- 
knowledge alsoy  that,  at  my  first  entering  upon  this 
work,  a  certain  uncommon  way  of  thinking,  and  a 
turn  in  conversation  peculiar  to  that  agreeable  gen- 
tleman, rendered  his  company  very  advantageous  to 
one  whose  imagination  was  to  be  continually  em- 
ployed upon  obvious  and  common  subjects,  though  at 
the  same  time  obliged  to  treat  of  them  in  a  new  and 
unbeaten  method.  His  verses  on  the  *  Shower  in 
Town  %'  and  the  *  Description  of  the  Morning  ^* 
are  instances  of  the  happiness  of  that  genius,  which 
could  raise  such  pleasing  ideas  upon  occasions  so 
barren  to  an  ordinary  invention. 

When  I  am  upon  the  House  of  Bickerstafii  I 
must  not  forget  that  genealogy  of  the  family*  sent  to 
me  by  the  post,  and  written,  as  I  since  understand, 
by  Mr.  Twisden,  who  died  at  the  battle  of  Mons, 
and  has  a  monument  in  Westminster-abbey,  suitable 
to  the  respect  which  is  due  to  his  wit  and  his  valour. 
There  are  through  the  course  of  the  work  very  many 
incidents  which  were  written  by  unknown  corre- 
spondents. Of  this  kind  is  the  tale  in  the  second  Tat- 
ler,  and  the  epistle  from  Mr.  Downes  the  prompter  % 
with  others  which  were  very  well  received  by  the 
public.  But  I  have  only  one  gentleman,  who  will 
be  nameless  ^    to  thank   for    any  frequent  assist- 

«  Tatlcr,  No.  258.  *  Tatler,  No.  9. 

•  Tatier,  Nos.  11.  75.  '  Tatler,  No.  195. 

S  The  veii  of  secrecy  has  long  since  been  removed;  it  was  suspected 
before  the  Tatler  was  re-published  in  volumes,  but  it  then  became  certain, 
that  this  auxiliary  was  Addison.    His  name  (as  well  as  those  of  many 
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ance  to  me,  which  indeed  it  would  have  been  barba- 
rous in  him  to  have  denied  to  one  with  whom  he  has 
lived  in  an  intimacy  from  childhood,  considering  the 
great  ease  with  which  he  is  able  to  despatch  the  most 
entertaining  pieces  of  this  nature.  This  good  office 
he  performed  with  such  force  of  genius,  humour,  wit, 
and  learning,  that  I  fkred  like  a  distressed  prince, 
who  calls  in  a  powerful  neighbour  to  his  aid :  I  was 
undone  by  my  auxiliary ;  when  I  had  once  called  him 
in,  I  could  not  subsist  without  dependance  on  him. 

The  same  hand  writ  the  distinguishing  characters 
of  men  and  women  under  the  names  of  *  Musical  In- 
struments ^*  *  The  Distress  of  the  News- writers  *,* 
*  The  Inventory  of  the  Play-house  \'  and  *  The 
Description  of  the  Thermometer  V  which  I  cannot 
but  look  upon  as  the  greatest  embellishments  of  this 
work. 

Thus  far  I  thought  necessary  to  say  relating  to  the 
great  hands  which  have  been  concerned  in  these  vo- 
lumes, with  relation  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the 
work ;  and  am  far  from  pretending  to  modesty  in 
making  this  acknowledgment.  What  a  man  obtains 
from  the  good  opinion  and  friendship  of  worthy  men, 
is  a  much  greater  honour  than  he  can  possibly  reap 
from  any  accomplishments  of  his  own.  But  all  the 
credit  of  wit  which  was  given  me  by  the  gentlemen 
above-mentioned,  with  whom  I  have  now  accounted, 
has  not  been  able  to  atone  for  the  ex(;eptions  made 

hitherto  unknown  writers,  of  the  Bickerstaff  £amily)  will  appear  through- 
out this  edition  to  all  the  papers  which  can  with  certainty  be  appropriated. 

**  Tatler,  No.  153.  »  Tatler,  No.  18. 

k  Tatler,  No.  i2.  i  T«tler,  No.  22a. 
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against  me  for  some  raillery  in  behalf  of  that  learned 
advocate  for  the  Episcopacy  of  the  Church,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  people,  Mr.  Hoadly ".  I  mentioned 
this  only  to  defend  myself  against  the  imputation  of 
being  moved  rather  by  party  than  opinion ;  and  I 
think  it  is  apparent,  I  have  with  the  utmost  frank- 
ness allowed  merit  wherever  I  found  it,  though 
joined  in  interests  different  from  those  for  which  I 
have  declared  myself.  When  my  Favonius "  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  Dr.  Smalridge ;  and  the  amiable 
character  of  the  Dean,  in  the  sixty-sixth  Tatler, 
drawn  for  Dr.  Atterbuiy;  I  hope  I  need  say  no 
more  as  to  my  impartiality. 

I  really  have  acted  in  these  cases  with  honesty, 
and  am  concerned  it  should  be  thought  otherwise  : 
for  wit,  if  a  man  had  it,  unless  it  be  directed  to  some 
useful  end,  is  but  a  wanton  frivolous  quality  ;  all  that 
one  should  value  himself  upon  in  this  kind  is,  that  he 
had  some  honourable  intention  in  it. 

As  for  this  point,  never  hero  in  romance  was  car- 
ried away  with  a  more  furious  ambition  to  conquer 
giants  and  tyrants,  than  I  have  been  in  extirpating 
gamesters  and  duellists.  And  indeed,  like  one  of 
those  knights  too,  though  I  was  calm  before,  I  am 
apt  to  fly  out  again,  when  the  thing  that  first  dis- 
turbed me  is  presented  to  my  imagination.  I  shall 
therefore  leave  off  when  I  am  well,  and  fight  with 
windmills  no  more :  only  shall  be  so  arrogant  as  to 
say  of  myself,  that  in  spite  of  all  the  force  of  fashion 


n>  See  Tatler,  Nos.  44.  50.  51.  115.  143.  and  notes. 
«  Tatler,  Nos.  72.  Ii4. 
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and  prejudice,  in  the  face  of  all  the  world,  I  Hhne 
bewailed  the  condition  of  an  English  gentleman, 
whose. fortune  and  life  are  at  this  day  precarious; 
while  his  estate  is  liable  to  the  demands  of  game- 
sters, through  a  false  sense  of  justice;  and  to  the  de- 
mands of  duellists,  through  a  false  sense  of  honour. 
As  to  the  first  of  these  orders  of  men,  I  have  not 
one  word  more  to  say  of  them  :  as  to  the  latter^  I 
shall  conclude  all  I  have  more  to  offer  against  them, 
with  respect  to  their  being  prompted  by  the  fear  of 
shame,  by  applying  to  the  duellist  what  I  think  Dr. 
South  says  somewhere  of  the  liar,  *  He  is  a  coward 
to  man,  and  a  bravo  to  God.' 
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*#♦  On  Monday  next  will  be  delivered  to  subscribers,  by  Charles  Lillie, 
perfumer,  at  the  corner  of  Beauford-builcyngs,  in  the  Strand,  and  J.  Mor- 
phew,  near  Stationers'-hall,  the  first  volume  of  the  Lucubrations  of  Isaac 
Bickersta£^  esq.  in  octavo,  on  a  fine  royal  and  medium  paper. 

And  the  second  volume  will  be  delivered  in  about  a  fortnight,  it  being 
necessarily  deferred  for  want  of  paper,  which  is  just  come  by  the  fleet 
now  arrived  from  Holland. 

N.  B.  Several  persons  having  subscribed  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  other 
parts,  whose  names  are  not  yet  returned,  the  whole  list  of  subscribers  will 
be  reprinted  in  the  second  volume;  as  well  to  correct  the  errors  that  may 
have  happened  in  this,  as  to  insert  the  names  not  yet  received. 

The  same  day  they  will  be  published  in  two  vc^umes  in  12mo.  being 
fitted  for  the  pocket,  and  printed  on  a  neat  Elzevir  letter,  and  good  paper. 

Note. — ^This  genuine  edition  has  a  running-title  over  the  pages  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  . 

2  The  Toiler.  No.  1. 

with  the  necessary  variation  of  the  folios  in  vol.  i.  from  1  to  568 ;  as  like- 
wise in  vol.  ii.  from  1  to  388,  and  the  numbers  from  1  to  114,  having  a 
Dedication  and  an  Index  to  each  volume. 

Sold  by  Charles  Lillie,  j>erfumer,  at  the  comer  of  Beauford-buildings, 
in  the  Strand;  and  J.  Morphew,  near  Stationers*-hall.  Price  2«.  ed.  each 
volume. 

Whereas  the  Spurious  and  incorrect  edition  has  no  such  running  title, 
but  only  a  single  folio,  or  number  of  the  pages,  as  follows : 

(4) 

and  so  varying  the  pages,  (5)  (6)  &c.  to  folio  557,  and  No.  100. 

This  advertisement  is  printed  in  No.  195.  and  is  repeated  in  the  five  fol- 
lowing numbers  of  the  Tatler,  in  the  original  edition  in  folio. 

f  4-t  This  day  is  published,  A  General  Title,  Dedication,  and  Index,  to 
the  first  volume  of  the  Tatlers,  in  folio.  Sold  by  J.  Morphe>i*,  near  Sta- 
tioners'-hall.    Price  3</. 
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TO 


THE  EDITION  WITJH  NOTES  IN  1786; 
REVISED   IN    1806. 


The  editor  of  these  volumes  claims  no  other  merit  than 
that  of  introducing  them  to  the  public.  Nieither  the  plan, 
nor  much  of  the  execution  of  it,  is  his  own. 

It  is  now  almost  fifty  years  since  the  outlines  of  the  under- 
taking were  sketched,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr.  Ton- 
son,  by  a  writer  of  distinguished  taste  and  talents  * ;  who  was 
prevented  from  pursuing  it  by  avocations  of  a  far  different 
and  more  important  nature.  It  has  been  considerably  altered, 
and  carried  much  farther  than  was  at  first  intended :  but  all 
the  information  which  was  obtained  by  the  active  zeal  and  well- 
directed  inquiries  which  that  gentleman  made  among  men  of 
the  first  eminence  in  the  world  of  letters,  though  sometimes 
superseded  on  indubitable  authorities,  has  been  faithfully  pre- 
served, and  is  distinguished  by  the  signatui:e  P.  in  the  ac- 
cumulated collection  which  the  reader,  has  now  before  him. 

Of  the  original  papers  it  may  be  sufiicient  to  say,  in  the 
emphatic  words  of  Johnson,  that  *  they  comprize  precepts  of 
criticism,  sallies  of  invention,  descriptions  of  life,  and  lectures 
of  morality ;  they  employ  wit  in  the  cause  of  truth,  and  make 
elegance  subservient  to  piety ;  they  have  now  for  more  than 
half  a  century  supplied  the  English  nation,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure^ with  principles  of  speculation  and  rules  of  practice, 
and  given  their  authors  a  claim  to  be  mentioned  amongst  the 
benefactors  of  mankind.* 

*  It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  conceal  that  this  distinguished  writer  is  the 
present  very  learned  and,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  truly  venerable 
Bishop  of  Dromore. 
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The  present  edition  of  *the  first  published  part  of  these 
valuable  papers,  is  formed  from  an  accurate  collation  of  the 
original  folio  with  Steele's  octavo;  not  without  attention  to 
what  was  faulty  either  in  orthography  or  punctuation.  This 
may  seem  a  trifling  labour;  but  the  neglect  of  it  is  the 
source  of  much  of  the  obscurity  and  confusion  which  is 
found  in  bad  editions  of  good  authors. 

Translations  are  annexed  to  all  the  mottos,  and  some  of 
them  are  translated  anew;  it  having  now  and  then  been 
found  necessary  to  adapt  them  more  peculiarly  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  papers  to  which  they  were  prefixed,  the  whole 
application  depending  upon  some  nice  turn  of  the  original 
phrase,  which  does  not  hold  even  in  the  best  of  the  received 
versions.  On  this  head  there  is  still  room  for  improvement ; 
and  the  ingenious  are  requested  to  amuse  themselves  in  lend- 
ing their  assistance. 

*  The  personages  introduced  in  these  papers  were  not 
merely  ideal ;  they  were  then  known,  and  conspicuous  in  various 
stations.  Of  the  Tatler  this  is  told  by  Steele  in  his  last  pa- 
per. Of  these  portraits,  which  may  be  supposed  to  be  some- 
times embellished,  and  sometimes  aggravated,  the  originals 
are  now  partly  known,  and  partly  forgotten  K' 

Concerning  them,  there  is  much  certain  information,  and 
there  are  many  conjectures,  generally  not  very  improbable,  in 
the  course  of  this  work;  but  if  in  some  instances  of  the  most 
flagrant  delinquents,  their  names,  though  pretty  well  known, 
have  not  yet  been  communicated  to  the  public :  the  reasons 
for  concealment  are  easily  conceivable,  and  sufficiently  forci- 
ble to  constrain,  and  to  justify,  the  silence  of  the  annotator. 

In  all  cases  where  the  writers  could  be  ascertained,  their 
names  are  mentioned,  and  memoirs  of  them  are  now  in  pre- 
paration, which  will  either  be  published  in  a  separate  work  % 
or  interwoven  with  the  illustrations  of  the  Spectator  and 
Guardian,  and  principally  withheld,  in  hopes  of  their  being 

^  Johnson^  td  iupra^ 

^  The  necessity  of  such  a  separate  publication  has  since  been  wholly 
superseded,  by  the  very  copious  and  excellent  prefaces,  prefixed  by  Alex- 
ander Chalmers,  esq.  F.S.A.  to  the  late  collection  of  the '  British  Essayists/ 
in  XLV  volumes ;  and  thence  transferred  to  the  present  edition  of  the 
Tatler,  Spectator,  and  Guardian. 
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benefited^  and  enlarged,  by  expected  communications  from 
aged  and  literary  people,  friends  to  this  undertaking,  who  are 
earnestly  requested  to  give  notice  of  any  thing  instructive,  or 
entertaining,  relative  tot  hese  writers,  or  writings. 

Considering  that  there  are  no  signatures  in  the  Tatler,  to 
facilitate  the  discoveries  of  the  writers,  and  that  their  names 
were  chiefly  to  be  learnt  from  information,  or  from  a  minute 
attention  to  little  circumstances  in  the  papers  themselves ;  the 
intelligence  of  this  sort,  in  the  present  collection,  is  rather 
more  ample  than  there  was  any  just  reason  to  expect*  Mean- 
while, the  line  that  divides  conjecture  from  certainty,  has  sel^- 
dom,  if  ever,  been  tr^msgressed ;  and  in  every  doubtful  case, 
the  paper  is  always  ascribed  to  Steele,  the  only  ostensible 
author* 

This  rule  has  been  observed  even  in  instances  where  there 
is  more  than  ground  to  suspect  that  Steele  was  not  the 
writer ;  but  this  may  be  easily  rectified,  as  obliging  informa- 
tion, or  fortunate  future  discovery,  shall  have  made,  what  is 
but  conjectural  now,  nKH*e  certain  hereafter. 

There  is  a  debt  upon  this  work,  far  from  inconsiderable^ 
which  shall  be  faithfully  discharged,  though  kept  at  present 
an  account  current,  till  the  permission  of  the  creditors  can 
be  obtained  to  state  it  more  particiilarly.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
ever, and  requested,  that  the  intelligent  will  still  send  th&t 
communications,  and  bene&ctors  continue  their  favours,  till 
this  matter  comes  to  be  finally  adjusted  with  regular  pro* 
priety.  Even  at  this  early  period,  it  cannot  be  much  amiss 
to  acknowledge  with  thankfulness,  that  the  work  is  under 
great  obligations  to  a  late  very  learned  and  much  respected 
prelate  ^,  who  was  himself,  latterly,  no  inferior  writer  in  the 
Spectator  and  Guardian.  His  very  valuable  comnmnications, 
sufficiently  distinguishable  of  themselves  by  superiority  in 
point  of  importance,  needed  not  to  have  been  marked,  as 
they  all  are,  by  suitable  modes  of  expression  in  their  intro 
ductions,  that  sufficiently  appropriate  them  to  their  worthy 
author. 

For  similar  reasons,  the  precaution,  it  may  be,  was  greatly 
unnecessary,  to  point  out,  as  has  always  been  done,  the 

*  Dr.  Zachary  Pearce,  Bishop  of  Rochestec 
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.favours  of  other  contributors  by  particular  signatures,  which 
the  editor,  with  permission  of  parties,  or  when  it  is  under- 
stood that  it  would  not  give  offence,  will  with  pleasure  em* 
brace  or  contrive  a  convenient  way  of  explaining  to  the 
public 

He  cannot,  however,  conceal  his  obligations  to  a  worthy 
coadjutor,  who,  though  he  felt  himself  superior  to  the  em- 
ployment, with  a  laudable  attachment  to  the  undertaking,  ha3 
'  given  for  years  most  of  his  days  and  much  of  his  nights'  to 
every  laborious  research  that  but  seemed  to  tend  to  elucida- 
tion ;  having  frequently,  with  great  perseverance,  laboured 
through  a  dry  bulky  volume,  to  extract  materials  for  a  single 
note*  Of  the  truth  of  this,  his  patient  perusal  of  old  Alma- 
nacks for  the  account  of  Partridge  may  serve  as  an  example 
instar  omnium. 

After  all  the  exceptions,  that  go  indeed  to  the  best,  though 
not  to  the  greatest  part  of  this  work ;  setting  aside  too  all  the 
notes  which  are  mere  quotations,  rested  invariably  on  their 
own  authorities,  in  which  there  is  no  more 'to  answer  for  but 
their  pertinence ;  there  still  remains  a  vast  miscellaneous  as- 
semblage of  information,  more  curious  than  important,  for 
which  the  principal  annotatore  only,  and  sometimes  the 
editor  r,  are  entirely  responsible.  If,  now  and  then,  their 
pens  have  here  and  there  run  riot,  they  trust  that  they  have 
not  yet  been  guilty  of  any  sin  so  deadly,  or  so  unvenial,  but 
that  they  may  be  forgiven.  They  claim  much  lenity  on  the 
score  of  intention ;  and  think  themselves  entitled  to  consider- 
able indulgence,  from  the  novelty,  the  nature,  and  the  name 
of  their  book. 

The  editor  feels  himself  under  an  indispensable  obligation 
to  say  here,  in  behalf  of  the  annotator,  that  very  many  of  his 
explanatory  illustrations  ought  to  be  exempted  from  the 
rigorous  examination  of  the  learned^  because  they  were  solely 
written  for  the  sake  of  the  unlearned.     This  he  knows  was 

«  The  Rev.  John  Calder,  DJ>.  to  whom  the  public  are  indebted  not 
only  for  the  notes  marked  with  the  initial  of  his  name,  but  for  almost  every 
other  annotation  in  the  whole  series  that  has  not  some  appropriate  signa- 
ture. 

'  Who  holds  himself  more  particularly  responsible  for  the  notes  which 
are  signed  with  the  letter  N. 
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more  especially  the  case  in  the  two  first  volumes,  where  little 
more  was  thought  of,  than  just  to  make  the  Tatler  as  intelli- 
gible, useful,  and  entertaining  as  possible,  to  the  youth  of 
both  sexes,  under  the  idea  of  its  being  one  of  those  very  im- 
portant books,  by  which  they  are  *  initiated  in  the  elegances 
of  knowledge.'  This  circumstance  has  occasioned  a  Jew 
additional  notesj  which  occurred  too  late  to  be  inserted  in 
their  proper  places  s,  yet  seemed  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  a  little  irregularity  in  the  mode  of  their  insertion. 

Here  too  it  may  be  important  to  mention  a  circumstance 
of  some  moment,  namely,  that  in  one  instance^  or  it  may  be 
twoy  of  inadmissible  levity,  a  liberty,  which  ought  to  be  very 
sparingly  exercised,  has  been  taken  with  the  text,  and  solely 
in  the  same  view ;  for  nothing  less  than  a  consideration  so 
reverential  could  have  justified  the  smallest  omission,  or  al- 
teration of  the  original.  He  is  well  persuaded,  that  the 
elegant  and  worthy  writers  themselves,  from  the  very  laudable 
principles  and  scope  of  their  publications,  would  haye  ren- 
dered this  very  ungrateful  office  totally  unnecessar}',  if  it  had 
occurred  to  their  thoughts,  that  their  writings  might  come  to 
be  applied  so  generally  as  they  have  long  been,  and  are  long 
likely  to  be,  to  this  very  serious  purpose.  After  all,  so  littje 
was  found  necessary  to  be  done  in  this  way,  that  he  must  be 
very  sharp-sighted  who  can  discover  it,  and  very  inconsider- 
ate who  will  condemn  it. 

These  admirable  essays,  at  their  first  publication,  generally 
clear,  might  be  in  less  need  of  comment ;  but,  as  they  fre* 
quently;  allude  to  facts  which  are  no  longer  known,  and 
reprove  follies  which  no  longer  exist,  notes  become  now  in- 
dispensably necessary.  This  part  of  the  work  has  been  the 
more  difficult  to  execute,  because  the  passages  that  most  re- 
quire explanation  contain  allusions  to  popular  fashions, 
modes,  and  follies,  seldom  recorded  in  common  books,  nor 
very  minutely  in  such  as  are  uncommon,  being  chiefly  to  be 
learnt  from  personal  information.  To  obtain  this,  neither 
trouble  nor  expense  has  been  spared ;  nor  will  they  be  w:ith- 
held  or  regretted,  if  this  part  of  the  work  should  be  so  for- 
tunate as  to  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  public,  and 

%  A  few  jfudi  will  sdU  be  found  at  the  end  of  vol.  iii. 
VOL.  I,  b  ' 
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i)ecome  the  means  of  enticing  people  to  a  better  acquaintance 
-with  useful  papers,  which  for  some  time  back  have  been,  per-  ' 
haps,  more  generally  bought  than  read. 

The  editor  is  requested  to  express  the  annotator*s  most 
grateful  acknowledgments,  for  the  extraordinary  civilities 
and  attention  paid  to  their  joint  inquiries  at  the  British 
Museum,  where  much  information  was  received  for  the  pur- 
pose of  this  work,  which  is  stated  with  all  the  accuracy  possi- 
ble in  the  course  of  it  To  the  rev,  Mr.  Wrighte  and  Dr. 
Hamilton  also  he  begs  to  pay  his  compliments  for  their  very 
obliging  communication  of  the  catalogue  of  the  library  of  St. 
Martin's. 

The  news,  and  periodical  papers,  in  the  course  of  the 
original  publications,  form  the  capital  source  of  information, 
containing  nearly  the  only  intelligence  that  can  now  be  ob- 
tained of  the  topics  of  conversation  at  the  time  when  these 
papers  were  written,  and  of  little  incidents  alluded  to  in 
them,  which  historians  have  thought  it  below  their  dignity  to 
record.  In  the  course  of  examining  such  of  these  papers  as 
Gould  be  procured,  many  things  occurred,  not  immediately 
l"elative  to  the  subjects  of  the  lucubrations,  which  had  an 
evident  tendency  to  illustrate  the  history  of  arts,  manufac- 
tures, science,  &c.  in  and  about  this  period.  The  annotator, 
sometimes  indignant  at  his  confinement  to  the  narrow  bounds 
of  his  work,  has  not  seldom  over-leaped  them,  and  introduced 
in  every  blank  space  and  corner  that  would  otherwise  have  be^en 
left  vacant  such  curious  notices  and  advertisements ;  trusting 
for  his  apology  to  the  general  entertainment  and  utility 
which  they  appeared  so  likely  to  subserve.  To  the  curious, 
these  advertisements,  it  is  thought,  will  not  be  the  least  ac- 
ceptable parts  of  this  work;  however  numerous,  they  have 
added  little  in  general  to  the  size  of  the  book,  being  so  much 
pure  gain  to  the  reader;  but  such  of  them  as  are  deemed 
trifling  or  superfluous,  may  easily  be  passed  over ;  and  then 
tio  harm  is  done. 

•  These  volumes  are  again  given  up,  as  at  first,  to  the  mercy  of 
the  town,  with  all  their  imperfections  on  their  heads;  and  respect- 
liiUy  submitted  to  the  candour  of  the  public,  who,  it  is 
hoped,  will  judge  favourably  of  an  attempt  attended  with 
such  pecttlidj:  difficulties..    But  the  editor  cannot  conclude 
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without  adding,  that  both  the  annotator  and  himself  will  be 
happy  to  receive  hints  and  materials  for  future  improvements 
and  elucidations ;  and  will  cheerfully  embrace  some  future 
opportunity  of  rectifying  whatever  may  be  requisite  in  these 
notes  and  remarks  on  the  Tatler  K 

Having  said  thus  much,  they  take  leave  of  the  courteous 
reader  Jar  the  present^  in  the  apposite  words  of  Horace : 

—  Si  quid  novisti  rectius  istis^ 
Candidus  imperti;  sinon^  his  utere  mecum. 

1786.  J.  N. 

^  This,  he  hopes,  will  be  found  in  very  many  instances  effected  in  the 
present  edition  of  1786, 
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PREFACE 


TO 


THE  TATLER,  180S ; 

REVISED  IN  1806. 


The  commencement  of  the  Eighteenth  Century  was 
distinguished  by  the  appearanqe  of  a  class  of  writers 
so  eminent  for  wit,  elegance,  and  taste,  that  the  pe- 
riod in  which  they  flourished  hats,  almost  by  universal 
consent,  been  recorded  as  the  Augustan  age  of  Eng- 
lish literature ;  criticism,  however,  h?is  since  endea- 
voured to  explode  a  term  which,  while  it  consigned 
the  past  to  oblivion,  might  check  the  hope  of  future 
improvement :  yet,  if  we  fairly  estimate  the  writings 
of  the  principal  ornaments  of  that  time,  we  must  at 
lep^st  allow  that  they  formed  a.  combination  which 
has  npt  often  graced  the  annals  of  literature,  and 
that  they  have  bestowed  upon  the  world  labours 
whose  intrinsic  worth  must  be  great,  since  they  have 
outlived  many  revolutions  of  taste,  and  have  at* 
tained  unrivalled  popularity  and  classic  fame,  while 
multitudes  of  their  contemporaries,  successors,  and 
imitators,  have  perished,  with  the  accidents,  or  ca- 
price, or  fashion,  which  procured  thgm  any  share  of 
public  attention, 
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To  this  pre-eminence  the  writers,  whose  works  are 
now  before  us,  seem  jusdy  entitled  from  the  import- 
ance of  the  task  they  undertook,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  executed  what  has  seldom   been  at- 
tempted but  with  a  repulsive  and  unaccommodating 
sternness.    The  more  serious  duties  of  religion  had 
not  been  neglected  by  those  who  wrote  to  reform  the 
age ;  but  for  common  life  and  manners,  no  precepts 
were  laid  down,  except  what  were  too  general  or 
too  precise.     The  instructions  contained  in  the  sys- 
tematic writers  on  morality,  were  not  devoid  of  force 
or  argument;  but  their  style  was  unpolished,  and 
with  the  gay  and  idle  their  tediousness  was  ill-calcu- 
lated to  agree.     Abuses  crept  in,  which  were  be- 
neath the  attention  of  the  pulpit  or  the  bar.     Public 
amusements,  which  are  not  indifierentto  the  man- 
ners of  a  nation,  became  disgraced  by  absurdities, 
which  impeded  their  usefulness  even  as  vehicles  of 
mere  entertainment.     Hiough  purified  from  much 
of  their  licentiousness  by  the  indefatigable  zeal  of 
Collier,  they  were  not  yet  rational ;  and  beyond  the 
waste  of  an  hour,  which  to  the  idle  is  certainly  of 
great  importance,  their  influence  was  unperceived. 
The  conductors  of  public  amusements  have  indeed 
seldom  been  ambitious  of  a  rank  among  the  reform- 
ers of  mankind  ;  and  the  history  of  the  stage  would 
be  a  barren  detail,  if  it  excluded  the  schemes  of 
avarice  and  the  intrigues  of  licentiousness. 

In  all  changes  of  English  manners,  a  foreign  in* 
fluence  has  long  been  predominant.  The  earliest 
accounts  inform  us,  that  those  who  were  allowed  to 
prescribe  the  modes  in  dress,  language,  or  sentiment^ 
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collected  their  knowledge  on  dieir  travels^  and  were 
not  ashamed  of  being  conquered  by  the  follies  of  a 
nation  Whose  arms  they  despised.  About  the  time 
we  now  treat  o^  foreign  fopperies,  ignorance  of  the 
rules  of  propriety,  and  indeccxrous  affectations,  had 
introduced  many  absurdities  into  public  and  private 
life,  for  which  no  remedy  was  provided  in  the  funda 
of  general  instruction,  and  which  consequently  pre- 
vailed with  impunity  until  the  appearance  of  the  Es- 
sayists: This  usefid  and  intelligent  class  of  writers, 
struck  with  the  necessity  of  supplying  the  lesser 
wants  of  society,  determined  to  subdivide  instruct 
tion  into  such  portions  as  might  suit  those  temporary 
demands  and  casual  exigences,  which  were  over- 
looked by  graver  writers  and  more  bulky  theorists  : 
or,  in  the  knguage  of  Addison,  ^  to  bring  philo-* 
sophy  out  of  closets  and  libraries,  schools  and  col« 
leges,  to  dwell  in  clubs  and  assemblies,  at  tea-tables 
and  in  coffee-houses/ 

Of  the  origin  of  this  species  of  writing.  Dr.  John- 
son has  given  a  sketch  which  it  were  to  be  wished  he 
had  illustrated  by  research.  Yet  though  written  iir 
advanced  life,  when  inquiry  became  irksome,  it  is 
too  highly  valuable  for  elegance  of  diction,  and  jus- 
tice of  criticism,  to  be  omitted  in  this  place. 

*  To  teach  the  minuter  decencies  and  inferior  du- 
ties, to  regulate  the  practice  of  daily  conversatieMj^ 
to  correct  those  depravities  which  are  rather  ridicu- 
lous thsui  crinunal,  and  remove  those  grievance^ 
which,  if  they  produce  no  lasting  calamities,  im-> 
press  hourly  vexation,  was  first  attempted  Tjy  Casa 
in  his  book  of  Manners,  and  Castiglione  in  his  Caur« 
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tier;  two  books  yet  celebrated  in  Italy  for  purity 
and  elegance,  and  which,  if  they  are  now  less  read, 
are  neglected  only  because  they  have  effected  that 
reformation  which  their  authors  intended,  and  thar 
precepts  now  are  no  longer  wanted.  Their  use- 
fulness to  the  age  in  which  they  were  written  is  suf- 
ficiently attested  by  t|ie  translations  which  almost  all 
the  nations  of  Europe  were  in  haste  to  obtain. 

*  This  species  of  instruction  was  continued,  and 
perhaps  advanced  by  the  French :  among  whom  Le 
Bruyere's  Manners  of  the  Age,  though,  as  Boileau 
remarked,  it  is  written  without  connexion,  certainly 
deserves  great  praise  for  liveliness  of  description  and 
justness  of ,  observation. 

.  *  Before  the  Tatler  and  Spectator,  if  the  writers 
for  the  theatre  are  excepted,  England  had  no  mas- 
ters of  common  life..  No  writers  had  yet  undertaken 
to  reform  either  the  savageness  of  neglect,. or  the 
impertinence  of  civility  ;  to  show  when  to  speak,  or 
to  be  silent ;  how  to  refuse,  or  how  to  comply.  We 
bad  many  books  to  teach  us  our  more  important  du- 
ties, and  to  settle  opinions  in  philosophy  or  politics : 
but  an  Abiter  elegantiartmj  a  judge  of  propriety,  was 
yet  wantingvwho  should  survey  the  track  of  daily 
conversation,  and  free  it  from  thorns  and  prickles, 
which  teaze  the  passer  though  they  do  not  wound 
bim« 

*  For  this  purpose  nothing  is  so  proper  as  the  fre- 
quent publication  of  short  papers,  which  we  read 
not  as  study,  but  amusement.  If  the  subject  be 
slight,  the  treatise  likewise  is  short.  The  busy  may 
find  time,  and  the  idle  may  find  patience. 
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*  This  mode  of  conveying  cheap  and  easy  know- 
ledge began  among  us  in  the  civil  war,  when  it  was 
much  the  interest  of  either  party  to  raise  and  fix  the 
prejudices  of  the  people.  At  that  time  appeared 
Mercurim  AulicuSj  Mercuritcs  JRustictiSj  and  Mercu* 
rius  Civicus.  It  is  said,  that  when  any  title  grew  po- 
pular, it  was  stolen  by  the  antagonist,  who  by  this 
stratagem  conveyed  his  notions  to  those  who  would 
not  have  received  him,  had  he  hot  worn  the  appear- 
ance of  a  friend.  The  tumult  of  those  unhappy 
days  left  scarcely  any  man  leisure  to  treasure  up 
occasional  compositions;  and  so  much  were  they 
neglected;  that  a  complete  collection  is  no  where  to 
be  found. 

*  These  Mercuries  were  succeeded  by  L'Estrange's 
Observator,  and  that  by  Lesley's  Rehearsal,  and 
perhaps  by  others :  but  hitherto  nothing  had  been 
conveyed  to  the  people,  in  this  commodious  manner, 
but  controversy  relating  to  the  church  or  state:  of 
which  they  taught  many  to  talk,  whom  they  could 
not  teach  to  judge. 

*  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Royal  Society 
was  instituted  sfton  after  the  Restoration,  to  divert 
the  attention  of  the  people  from  public  discontent. 
The  Tatler  and  Spectator  had  the  same  tendency  r 
they  were  published  at  a  time  when  two  parties, 
loud,  restless,  and  violent,  each  with  plausible  decla^r 
rations,  and  each  perhaps  without  any  distinct  termi- 
nation of  its  views,  were  agitating  the  nation ;  to 
minds  heated  with  political  contest,  they  supplied 
cooler  and  more  inoffensive  reflections;  and  it  is 
said  by  Addison,  in  a  subsequent  work,  that  they 
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hkA  a  perceptible  influence  upon  the  conversation  of 
that  time,  and  taught  the  frolic  and  the  gsLy  to  unite 
menimmt  with  decency ;  an  effect  which  they  can 
never  wholly  lose,  while  they  continue  to  be  among 
the  first  books  by  which  both  sexes  are  initiated  in  the 
degaaces  of  knowledge^' 

In  this  sketch,  we  may  observe,  that  the  praise  of 
original  design  is  still  reserved  for  the  author  of  the 
Tatler^  If  Csssl  and  Castiglicme  were  allowed  to  be 
exceptions,  we  might  add  to  the  number  by  reciting 
the  titles  of  many  works  published  in  England  for 
the  regulation  of  manners ;  among  thea»,  Peachatti, 
Braithwaite,  and  sir  Francis  Vere,  were  writers  of 
no  inconsiderable  fame ;  but,  like  many  of  their  con-» 
temporaries,  much  more  valuable  for  matter  than 
manner  Essayists  on  general  subjects  were  likewise 
numerous :  Feltham's  Resolves  was  once  a  very  po* 
pular  book,  and  has  more  merit  than  will  be  allowed 
by  those  who  are  anxious  rather  to  be  pleased  than 
to  be  instructed ;  and  it  would  be  unpardonable  to 
omit  the  Essays  of  lord  Bacon,  *  which  for  sound 
philosophy  and  accurate  observation  have  not  been 
exceeded,  nor  perhaps  equalled**.*  Translations 
were  also  published  from  Montaigne,  and  oilier  fo* 
reign  authors  ;  but  still  no  attempt  had  been  made 
on  the  plan  of  the  periodical  Essay,  confined  alone 
to  life  and  manners* 

With  regard  to  the  theatre,  much  good  could  cer- 
tainly not  be  expected  from  it.     Perhaps  in  its  nature, 

*  Johnson's  Life  of  Addison. 
>>  Beattie. 
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it  is  hot  a  dirwt  source  <rfmstructi6!i.  It  reflects,  but 
does  not  prescribe  manners ;  it  iq^resents,  but  does 
not  invmt.  Common  life  and  mani^rs  are  unqties* 
tionably  the  materials  upon  ^g^ch  a  dramatic  writer 
is  to  exerdse  his  wit ;  but  the  stage  has  never  been 
considered  as  a  master  of  common  life,  or  as  eating 
the  laws  of  manners.  It  has  seldom  succeeded  even 
in  c(»recting  what  is  amiss,  although  by  flattering 
the  depraved  taste  or  morals  of  certain  periods,  it 
has  often  made  bad  worse*  During  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  and  James  II.  the  stage  was  in  all  re* 
spects  so  licentious,  that  the  comedies  then  repre* 
sented  are  now  declared  unfit  to  be  read  j  and  Dr. 
Johnson  has  acknowledged,  when  speddng  of  cet* 
tainly  not  the  worst  dramatic  writer  of  his  age, 
^  that  the  perusal  of  his  works  will  make  no  man 
better ;  and  that  their  ultimate  efiect  is  to  represent 
pleasure  in  alliance  with  vice  4  and  to  relax  those  ob^ 
ligati(ms  by  which  life  (Kight  to  be  r^ulatedS' 

If  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  first  Essayists  to  de<* 
tach  the  public  from  political  controversy,  and  to 
direct  their  attention  to  subjects  that,  like  those  of 
lord  Verulam,  ^came  home  to  men's  business  and 
bosoms,^  a  most  extensive  field  lay  before  them,  for 
the  cidtivation  of  which  little  provision  had  been 
made  by  preceding  authors.  There  were  innumer- 
able topics,  which,  though  of  great  importance  in 
promoting  regularity  and  propriety  in  social  life,  and 
securing  the  happiness  of  the  domestic  relations,  had 
been  but  slighlJy  touched  by  any  of  the  teachers  of 

c  Johnson's  Life  of  Congreye« 
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wisdom.  The  weightier  morals  and  the  Christian 
virtues,  the  grosser  vices  and  depravities,-  were  in- 
deed sufficiently  considered  in  the  public,  discourses 
of  our  English  divines,  which  form  a  body  of  reli- 
gious and  moral  instruction,  such  as  no  other  nation 
can  hope  to  rival ;  but  the  freaks  and  vagaries  of  fa- 
shion*, operating  upon  various  tempers,  and  creating 
many  varieties  of  character,  and  many  modifications 
of  absurdity,  whatever  influence  they  might  have 
upon  society,  were  excluded  from  a  place  whwe 
nothing  can  intrude  but  wliat  is  capable  of  grave  dis- 
cussion. Seneca,  and  a  few  more  modem  writers, 
had  given  the  world  their  thoughts  on  such  subjects, 
as  they  presented  themselves  in  the  people  whom 
they  addressed :  but  at  this  time,  no  nation  on  earth 
was  so  happily  favourable  to  the  genius  of  the  pe- 
riodical Essayists  as  our  own:  and  it  is  the  pecu- 
liarity of  our  political  constitution  and  manners, 
which  has  since  enabled  the  English  to  maintain  a 
preference  in  this  species  of  composition,  to  which 
foreign  writers  have  hitherto  aspired  in  vain. 

No  man  can  make  a  just  estimate  of  the  literature 
of  any  country  who  does  not  take  intp  his  considw- 
ation  its  political  government,  and  the  advantages  or 
obstructions  which  they  may  present  to  genius  and 
imagination.  If  our  Essayists  have  excelled  in  hu- 
mour, they  owe  their  materials  and  their  opportuni- 

^  '*  Too  trivial  for  the  chastisement  of  the  law,  and  too  fantastical  for 
the  cognizance  of  the  pulpit.' — Spect.  No.  34.  one  of  the  purest  speci- 
mens of  Addisonian  humour.    Pope  has  harmonized  this  observatioh : 

*  Safe  from  the  bar,  the  pulpit  and  the  tlirone, 
Yet  touch*d  and  sham'd  by  ridicule  alone.' 
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ties  to  circumstances  that  are  not  known  in  other 
countries — to  the  freedom  of  our  constitution,  which 
interferes  with  no  man's  peculiarities  of  acting  or 
thinking,  while  they  do  not  injure  his  neighbour — 
to  the  vast  extension  of  commence,  which  has 
created  a  new  race  of  men,  more  independent  of  set 
forms  and  modes  than  any  other  class  of  the  commu-. 
nity,  and  productive  of  that  infinite  variety  of  cha-; 
racter,  of  which  a  writer  of  humour  knows  how.  to 
avail  himself,  and  which  he  cannot  easily  exhaust — : 
to  the  forms  of  social  intercourse,  the  growing  and 
general  relish  for  conversation,  and  unconstrained  in- 
tercliange  of  sentiments — to  a  taste  for  dress,  some- 
times- reasonable  and  sometimes  capricious — ^to  the 
intermixture  of  the  sexes  in  all  companies — and  to 
the  operation  of  wealth,  whether  acquired  by  labour 
or  inheritance,  on  minds  of  strong  or  weak  texturCir 
AH  these  circumstances  aflTord  a  numerous  class  of 
characters  ;  which,  as  they  display  themselves 
openly,  without  fear  and  without  shame,  become 
the  prey  of  the  wit,  and  present  him  with  such  op- 
portunities of  exposing  improprieties  and  wrong  no- 
tions to  ridicule,  as  no  systematic  study  or  philoso- 
phical contemplation  could  suggest. 

"When  the  Essayists,  whose  works  compose  these 
volumes,  began  to  write,  they  found  this  wide  field 
almost  entirely  unoccupied.  Their  predecessors  and 
their  contemporaries,  as  Dr.  Johnson  has  observed, 
meddled  only  with  politics%  which,  as  they  discussed 

«  *  I  must  confess  J  am  amazed  that  the  press  should  be  only  made  use 
of  in  this  way  by  news-writers,  and  the  zealots  of  parties;  as  if  it  were  not 
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thexn,  required  neither  wit  nor  learning.  Eie^nee 
of  style  was  but  Kttle  known  at  that  time  in  any 
prose  compositions ;  and  wit,  confined  chiefly  to  the 
stage^  was  associated  with  the  grossest  immorality. 
It  was  left  for  Steele  and  Addison  to  rescue  those 
valuable  accomplishments  from  obscurity  or  abuse> 
and  to  unite  wit,  learning,  and  elegant  sentiments,  in 
the  service  of  cheerful  piety  and  decorous  manners. 

In  such  an  undertaking,  the  regulation  of  taste 
became  a  principal  object.  England  had  not  been 
unproductive  of  genius  of  the  first  class,  for  to 
Homer  and  Virgil,  the  boast  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
she  could  proudly  join  the  names  of  Shakspeare  and 
Milton ;  but  hitherto  few  attempts  had  been  made 
to  reduce  the  common  notions  of  taste  to  any  regular 
form.  It  is  not  easy,  perhaps,  to  prescribe  rules  for 
critical  acumen  j  but  it  is  certain  that  the  faculty  of 
discerning  and  appreciating  the  beauties  of  nature 
or  art  may  be  assisted  by  a  reference  to  the  best  mo^ 
dels,  and  to  the  remarks  of  men  of  cultivated  minds 
and  acknowledged  sagacity.  And  if,  with  philoso- 
phers,  we  determine  that  the  component  parts  of  a 
good  taste,  are  a  lively  imagination,  a  dear  and  dis* 

more  advantageous  to  mankind  to  be  instructed  in  ^ndsdom  and  virtue,  than 
in  politics;  and  to  be  made  good  fathers,  husbands,  and  sons,  than  coun- 
sellors 'and  statesmen.  Had  the  philosophers  and  great  men  of  antiquity, 
who  took  so  much  puns  in  order  to  instruct  mankind,  and  leave  the  world 
wiser  and  better  than  they  found  it;  had  they,  I  say,  been  possessed  of  the 
art  of  printing,  there  is  no  question  but  they  would  have  made  such  an 
advantage  of  it  in  dealing  out  their  lectures  to  the  public.  Our  common 
prints  would  be  of  great  use  were  they  thus  calculated  to  diffuse  good 
sense  through  the  bulk  of  a  people,  to  clear  up  their  understandings,  ani- 
mate thdr  minds  with  virtue,  dissipate  the  sorrows  of  a  heavy  heart,  or 
unbend  the  mind  from  its  more  severe  employments  with  innocent  amuse- 
ments.'—Addison,  Spect.  No.  124. 
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tinct  apprehension  of  objects,  a  quick  perception, 
sensibility,  and  judgment,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
Steele  in  a  considerable  degree^  and  Addison  in  a 
very  high  degree,  were  qualified  to  correct  the 
opinions  of  the  public  in  matters  of  that  kind*  On 
these  principles  their  criticisms  are  generally  founded* 
while  their  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and  Roman 
classics  furnished  them  with  apt  allusions  and  illus- 
trations, and  enabled  them,  without  the  folly  of  pre- 
sumption, or  the  harshness  of  pedantry,  to  refine  the 
taste  of  a  people  to  whom  the  elegances  of  litera^ 
ture  had  not  yet  become  familiar,  and  whose  authors 
had  seldom  studied  correctness,  and  not  always  per- 
spicuity. If  it  be  true  also  that  a  good  taste  requires 
purity  of  moral  and  religious  principle,  and  in  few 
instances,  I  believe,  have  they  ever  been  found  far 
apart,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  most  celebrated 
of  our  Essayists  united  these  qualities  in  no  common 
degree. 

To  such  attentive  observers  of  human  nature,  the 
passions  would  prove  a  rich  source  of  remark,  both 
serious  and  humorous.  The^  varieties  of  the  pas- 
sions, indeed,  compose  a  fund  for  the  Essayist  which 
he  must  in  vain  hope  to  exhaust,  as  they  shift  their 
forms  and  appearances  with  the  revolutions  of  public 
manners  and  habits  of  thinking,  or  rather  habits  of 
acting  without  thought.  Anger  alone  may  be  sub- 
divided so  as  to  afibrd  an  infinite  variety  of  expres- 
sion, from  foible  to  crime,  many  examples  of  which 
are  happily  illustrated  in  these  volumes  by  charac- 
teristic sketches  and  portraits,  which,  perhaps,  ap- 
pear not  less  natural  for  being  sometimes  imaginary. 
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Philosophers  and  divines  had  treated  the  passions 
with  the  method  and  gravity  becoming  their  re- 
spective professions ;  but  they  could  not  bring  their 
precepts  so-  closely  home,  as  the  Essayist,  who  fol- 
lows his  pupil  into  domestic  privacy,  catches  him  in 
the  moment  of  error,  shows  him  its  consequences, 
and  administers  a  cure  adapted  to  the  immediate  ne- 
cessity. Philosophers  and  even  poets  could  lay 
down  the  law  respecting  the  extremity  of  wrath  and 
the  savage  horrors  of  revenge,  and  point  out  the 
danger  of  unrestrained  fury  to  individuals  and  to 
society ;  but  they  could  not  be  expected  to  pourtray 
the  many  little  objects  which  excite  it,  weigh  their 
importance  in  the  scales  of  ridicule  or  common 
sense,  and  exhibit  the  varieties  it  assumes  in  the 
different  classes  of  rich  and  poor,  learned  and  il- 
literate ;  nor  could  they  with  becoming  gravity  ex- 
emplify  the  whimsical  effects  of  petulance  and  irri- 
tability,  provoked  by  trifles,  exasperated  by  sullen- 
ness  or  contradiction,  and  appeased  by  flattery  and 
servility. 

To  treat  of  love  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
Essayist^  That  passion,  although  acknowledged  to 
be  the  same  in  its  effects,  in  all  ages  and  conditions, 
has  nevertheless  been  more  regulated  by  custom  in 
its  modes  of  address  than  any  other  that  can  be  men- 
tioned. Of  this  we  need  no  more  convincing  proof, 
than  what  is  afforded  by  one  of  its  revolutions,  when 
the  age  of  chivalry  and  pure  affection  was  succeeded 

'  What  Cowley  says  of  Poets  may  be  applied  to  Essayists :  they  *  are 
scarce  thought  freemen  of  their  company  without  paying  some  duties,  or 
obliging  themselves  to  be  true  to  love.' 
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by  that  of  settlements  and  pin-money,  when  those 
pretensions  which  were  founded  on  valorous  acts-, 
long  perseverance,  and  a  time  of  rigid  trial  and  pro- 
bation, gave  way  to  the  intr%u€s  and  plots,  strata- 
gems and  elopements,  by  which  the  lady  was  to  be 
tricked  out  of  her  money,  and  the  father  compelled 
to  surrender  his  consent.     Instead  of  being  regulated 
by  certain  and  almost  invariable  formalities,  court- 
ships came  to  be  practised  in  a  thousand  various 
ways ;  and  the  transfer  of  affections  being  subjected 
to  cool  calculation  and  expedience,  soon  partook  of 
the  fate  of  other   bargains,    and  Was  sometimes  a 
lucky  hit,  and  sometimes  an  unfortunate  speculation. 
Our  Essayists  would  naturally  avail  themselves  of  in- 
cidents like  this,  which  every  day  produced,  whicb 
were  generally  made  public,  and  which  afforded  so 
happy  a  mixture  of  the  serious   and  jocose,  exhi- 
bited such  a  variety  of  characteristic  foibles,  so  many 
traits  of  affectation,  and  such  modifications  of  ava- 
rice, simplicity,  skill,  and  weakness^  as  do  not  ap- 
pear in  any  other  business  of  human  life.     Accord- 
ingly it  will  be  found  that  a  very  great  proportion  of 
the  papers  before  us  are  devoted  to  the  service  of 
the  fair  sex ;  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  assert,  that 
they  have  diffused  a  knowledge  and  experience  re- 
specting the   dangers  and  embarrassments  of  love, 
and  a  sense  of  propriety  and  decorum,  the  benefits 
of  which  are  incalculable,  and  have  left  the  objects 
of  their  instructions  with  no  other  plea  for  frailty, 
then  that  which  wisdom  itself  cannot  always  resisl^ 
the  violence  of  passion,  or  the  vigour  of  temptation. 
Jealousy  enters  so  deeply  into  every  species  of 

VOL.  I.  c 
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gallantry  as  to  afford  another  very  fertile  source  of 
humorous  character  and  observation,  as  well  as  of 
more  grave  and  important  discussion.  When  it  has 
occupied  a  weak  mind,  or  is  unchecked  by  reflec- 
tion, no  passion  leads  to  more  serious  evils,  or  has 
produced  more  varied  scenes  of  domestic  misery. 
The  writers  of  tragedy  and  comedy  have  accord- 
ingly amply  availed  themselves  of  it,  and  there  Bxe 
few  plots  contrived  by  the  latter,  without  a  mixture 
of  this  passion  producing  humorous  perplexities  and 
involutions  of  incident,  which  never  fail  to  please  on 
the  stage. 

Marriage  has  been  considered  by  our  Essayists  in 
every  possible  light.  The  various  circumstances^ 
which  constitute  its  happiness  or  misery  are  illustrated 
by  examples  sketched  with  singular  humour  and  ac- 
knowledged fideUty ;  and  the  operations  of  temper 
are  displayed  in  a  variety  of  relations,  which  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  mankind  will  acknowledge  to  be 
common  and  without  exaggeration.  The  dignity  of 
the  state  is  at  the  same  time  vindicated  from  the 
sneers  of  libertines  by  fair  argument  and  pathetic  fe- 
presentation,  as  well  as  by  powerful  ridicule  j  and 
the  miseries  of  illicit  connections  are  displayed  with 
a  force  of  conviction  to  which  none  can  be  insenaible^ 


8  Jcimsoti,  in  speaking  of  the  ofyjects  of  Pope'^s  *  Rape  of  the  Lddc/ 
and  Boileau's  '  Lutrin/  has  a  sentiment  which  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused 
for  transcillnng,  *  The  freaks,  and  humours,  and  spleen,  and  vanity  of 
w<:»men,  as  they  embroil  families  in  discord,  and  fiU  houses  with  (Msquiet, 
do  more  to  obstruct  the  happiness  of  life  in  a  year  than  the  ambition  of 
the  cleiigy  in  many  centuries.  It  has  been  well  observed,  that  the  naisery 
of  man  proceeds  not  from  any  single  crush  of  overwhelming  evil>  but  from 
small  vexations  continually  repeated.' 
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but  wiiose  corrupted  habits  have  placed  them  beyond 
all  warning  and  all  instj'uction.  So  attentive  have 
our  authors  been  to  the  various  circumstances  which 
affect  the  happiness  of  the  married  state,  and  so  co- 
pious are  their  examples  and  authorities,  that  perhaps 
few  cases  can  be  mentioned  in  more  recent  times^ 
and  under  the  prevalence  of  altered  modes  of  think- 
ing and  acting,  for  which  a  precedent  may  not  be 
found  in  these  volumes. 

The  influence  of  friendship  upon  tiie  state  of  so* 
ciety  presents  us  with  another  series  of  characters 
and  remarks,  of  great  importance  to  those  who  are 
entering  into  Efe,  and  who  are  more  liable  to  mis- 
takes in  forming  early  connections,  than  to  any  other 
of  the  evils  of  inexperience.  Its  nature  and  proper^ 
ties  are  accordingly  frequently  discussed,  and  the  va^ 
flous  kinds  of  pretended  attachments  and  disguised 
selfishness  traced  to  their  source,  and  exposed  ta 
contempt  or  ridicule.  Such  instructions  supply  a 
very  necessary  branch  of  that  *  knowledge  of  the 
world*  which  is  generally  purchased  at  a  much  highef 
expense,  and  which  men  of  loose  principles  tell  us 
can  never  be  acquired  without  an  association  with 
the  idle  and  the  profligate,  and  a  proportionate  sacri- 
flee  of  time  and  character.  Hie  subject^  however^ 
has  certainly  been  better  understood  since  the  ap- 
pearance of  these  works.  Tlie  world  is  taught  to 
distinguish  between  the  attachments  of  real  friend- 
(^p  and  the  many  disguises  which  pass  by  the  name« 
We  now  find  fewer  instances  of  romantic  iriaidsb^, 
ef  unreasonable  expectations  from  bdngs  fallible, 
and  various  in  temper,  or  c(  those  ill-founded  h^^pes 
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irfiich,:  meeting  with  disappointment,^  introduce  rf 
species  of  misanthropy,  and  a  dislike  of  life,  merely 
because  life  cannot  give  more  than  it  was  intended 
to^give.  It  must  be  ccMifessied  indeed  that  modern 
novels,  a  species  of  composition^  unknown  to  our 
Essayists^  have  produced  afiectati<ms  oi  feeling  and 
sensibility  that  still  require  the  chastisenwnt  of  an  hu- 
morous pen :  but  they  are  seldom  of  long  duration, 
and,  like  other  kinds  of  vanity,  disappear  when  they 
fail  ia  attracting  notice.  AH  afiectation  is*  made  for 
show;'  and  is  something  in  the  drawingrroom  or  the 
park,  but  nothing  in  the  closet.^ 

Before  the  appearance  of  the  Essayists,  few  moral 
writers  had  penetrated  into*  domestic  circles,  but 
contented^  themselves  with>  general  dissuasives  from 
tibe  encouragement  of  the  malevolent  passions.  Prides 
envy,  and  revenge,  were  justly  exposed,  as  perni- 
cious to  man  and  offensive  to  the  Deity.  But  these 
instructors,  as  we  have  already  observed  in  other 
cases,  frequently  failed  to  produce  amendment,  by 
being  too  general,  and  their  works  were  not  probably 
in  many  hands.  The  distribution  of  popular  instruc* 
tion,  at  stated  times  and  at  easy  rates,  is  that  which 
distinguishes  the  Essayists  from  all  other  writers^ 
which  has  enabled  them  to  go  along  with  the  age, 
and  affi)rded  them  opportunities  to  simplify  their  sub-* 
jects  to  the  meanest  coihprehension.  The  early  Es- 
sayists also  selected  specific  casesy  and  applied  them 
*  to  the  business  and  bosoms'  of  their  readers ;  and 
showed,  by  apt  examples,  in  how  many  cases,^  envy» 
pride»  and  revenge  appear  in  the  disguise  of  emula- 
tion, dignity,  and  justice.    No  general  declamation 
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-could  famikarizejihese  truths  to  common  miqds.  It 
;was  necessary  to  follow  the  reader  to  his  closet,  his 
(Counting-house,  ,his  fiiipily,  and  even .  to  the  pew 
And  the  alt^.  In  this  extensive  ra^ge^^  topics  of  ri- 
dicule could  never  be  wanting  to  men  of  such  preg- 
;iiant  wit  and  turn  for  observation  as  the  authors  of 
;the  Tatler  and  Spectator;  and  it  will  be  found  that 
±he  crimes  or  whims  of  pride,  -envy,  and  revenge,  oc- 
.cupy  no  inconsiderable  part  of  their  lucubrations, 
and  affoxd  some  of  the  most  striking  pictures  of  ^eaj 
Jife  and  displays  of  genuine  humour. 

Connected  witib  revenge,  are  the  various  pheno- 
mena of  courage  and  cowardice,  two  qualities  which, 
.on  certain  occasions,  form  one  of  the  grand  divisions 
of  mankind)  but  which  are  in  general  so  mixed  and 
^shaded  as  to  require  great  accuracy  of  distinction. 
Jn  separating  the  merits  of  true  courage  frinn  the 
glare  of  the  false, .  and  in  recommending  that  only 
juseful  valour  which  gives  a  daring  to  the  mind  in 
idefiance  of  the  custom  of  the  world,  and  the  con- 
;tempt  of  fools,  our  Essayists  have  earned  their  best 
fame.  If  the  custom  of  the  world  is  in  many  cases 
still  too  powerful^  it  is  at  least  without  excuse.  Men 
may  be  precipitated  into  crimes  by  a  false  notion  of 
honour :  but  they  4o  not  affect  to  be  without  re- 
morse, and  have  seldom  insulted  public  decency  by 
apologies  .or  vindications^ 

In  surveying  the  manners  of  domestic  life,  a  very 


"b  The  papers  on  •dudling  in  the  Tatler  were  irritten  by  Steele^,  whose 
thoughts  are  said  to  have  been  turned  towards  that  subject  in  early  life, 
yfhen  he  was  involved  in  a  duel  with  k  brother  officer.— See  Tatler,  No.  25^ 
jSodiiptes* 
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copious  fund  of  ridicule  is  derived  from  observing 
the  various  effects  of  a  taste  for  expense  and  show, 
arising  from  a  compliance,  rather  voluntary  than 
compelled,  with  the  mandates  of  fashion.  This  na- 
turalljr  induces  the  consideration  of  dress,  furniture, 
equipage,  and  the  luxuries  of  the  table ;  subjects 
which  do  not  court  privacy,  but  obtrude  themselves 
with  proud  ostentation,  and  are  therefore  among  the 
fairest  game  of  the  literary  sportsman.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  century  the  distinction  of 
ranks,  it  is  believed,  was  more  strictly  observed  than 
it  has  been  since.  The  man  of  title  or  fortune,  and 
the  citizen,  were  characters  essentially  different: 
there  was  indeed  scarcely  any  point  of  resemblance. 
In  the  one  appeared  state,  splendour,  show,  a  manly 
spirit,  and  high  sense  of  family-honour,  yet  some- 
times with  notions  rather  gay  and  loose  j  in  the  other, 
economy,  snugness,  integrity,  and  some  prejudices  of 
pretty  high  antiquity.  When,  however,  successful 
commerce  afforded  the  latter  the  means,  there  soon 
appeared  an  affected  imitation  of  the  manners  and 
expenses  of  the  great ;  and  such  imitations  at  first 
could  not  fail  to  be  ludicrous  as  well  as  pernicious, 
but  they  were  not  to  be  attacked  only  by  serious  ar- 
gument. They  were  not  always  worthy  of  it ;  and 
it  is  perhaps  as  wholesome  to  show  a  man  that  he  is 
vain,  as  to  prove  that  vanity  is  a  great  folly.  During 
the  progress  of  this  change  in  manners,  if  an  ex- 
pense was  fashionable,  that  sanction  was  sufficient, 
and  the  splexidour  and  style  of  a  suite  of  rooms  were 
.attempted  in  confined  parlours  and  closets;  enter- 
itaipments  in  nuni^ture  were  given  in  sudi  camera 
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obscura  to  persons  who  would  only  laugh  at  the  foUy 
of  the  host ;  while  the  youth  of  both  sexes  began 
to  be  trained  up  with  notions  of  high  life,  which,  by 
destroying  industry  and  perverting  the  use  of  wealth, 
soon  left  them  in  a  motley  beggary  with  an  outside 
show  neither  splendid  nor  squaUd.  Yet  these  ex* 
amples  of  *  high  life  below  stairs*  were  not  perhaps 
so  frequent  in  the  days  of  Steele  and  Addison  as 
they  have  become  in  our  time,  in  which  a  different 
istate  of  society  has  shown  how  very  prolifip  pride 
and  vanity  are  in  grotesque  appearances  and  expen- 
sive anomaUes:  still  they  occurred  with  frequency 
sufficient  to  afibrd  those  wits  opportunities  of  expos- 
ing them  to  just  ridicule,  as  well  as  of  pointing  out 
the  more  fatal  effects  of  stepping  out  of  the  rank  i^ 
which  education  and  circumstances  have  placed  us. 

Gaming  in  all  its  varieties  had  attained,  in  thi^ 
days  of  the  Tatler,  a  perfection^  if  we  may  so  term 
it,  not  inferior  to  what  so  eminently  distinguishes 
and  dishonours  the  present  times.  The  mischief^ 
arising  from  this  vice  alone  are  acknowledged  greatly 
to  exceed  what  can  be  attributed  to  any  other  cau9a 
Yet  to  the  present  moment  the  young  of  all  ranks 
are  early  initiated  in  the  science  of  play,  and  with 
no  other  check  than  a  hope,  sometimes  casually  ex- 
pressed, that  what  is  intended  for  amusement  may 
not  become  their  more  serious  study'.  Perhaps  one  of 
the  most  fatal  effects  which  gaming,  even  in  its  least 
degrees,  has  produced  on  the  public  mind,  is  the  dis- 


'  When  Plato  reproved  a  young  man  for  playing  at  dice.    *  What !  for 
ducb  a  trifle  of  money  ?'    <  Custom,'  answered  Plato,  ^  is  no  trifle;' 
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tinction  made  between  honour  and  honesty,  and  the 
consequent  opinion  that  a  debt  contracted  at  the 
card-table  is  more  obligatory  than  one  Contracted  in 
trade.  Few  principles  will  appear  more  detestable 
than  this,  if  it  be  fairly  examined ;  and  the  man  of 
honour,  who  has  no  other  claim  to  the  title  than  what 
arises  from  his  punctual  observation  of  such  a  pre- 
cept, ought  not  to  complain  if  that  too  be  taken 
from  him  by  the  verdict  of  religion,  law,  and  in- 
tegrity. 

Many  of  the  Tatlers  were  very  laudably  employed 
in  detecting  the  arts  of  gamblers  and  sharpers,  some 
at  least  of  whom  were  real  and  well-known  charac- 
ters. In  this  Steele  acted  wisely,  in  his  character  of 
Censor  Morum,  and  performed  a  duty  which,  we  are 
told,  was  npt  always  unattended  with  personal  danger* 
Characters  like  these  are  at  all  times  the  legitimate 
objects  of  satire ;  but  to  what  extent  it  is  really 
useful  to  expose  them,  cannot  be  so  easily  ascer^ 
tained.  No  character  is  considered  so  impious  or 
immoral,  as  that  of  him  who  studies  to  accumulate 
the  unavoidable  miseries  of  life,  to  precipitate  adver^ 
sity,  and  bring  on  immature  destruction.  Yet  men 
who  have  thus  hardened  their  hearts  against  all 
moral  principles,  who  despise  the  laws  of  all  civilized 
nations,  and  are  the  common  robbers  of  the  young 
and  unsuspecting,  men  who  know  themselves  to  be 
proscribed,  and  glory  in  an  exemption  which  leaves 
them  unrestrained  by  shame  or  pride,  may.  be  sup- 
posed beyond  the  reach  of  wit  or  argument.  To  the 
yroi;ld,,  however,  it  is  stUl  necessary  that  they  should 
fte  exposed  in  their  full  depravity.    It  is  a  duty  which 
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tiie  moralist  and  the  ivit  owe  to  society.  Such  crimes 
are  the  legitimate  objects  of  aspeiity  and  contempt. 
Ridicule  will  not  perhaps  reform  the  vicious  j  but  it 
may  strengthen  the  principles  of  the  virtuous,  by 
making  them  afraid  to  incur  the  contempt  which 
they  know,  to  be  just,  and  by  affording  a  mode  of  de- 
fence suited  to  the  gaiety  and  spirit  of  conversation. 
It  is  not  what  a  teacher  would  begin  with ;  but  it  is 
what  he  may  superadd  to  more  serious  counsels. 
Those  who  have  been  convinced  of  the  turpitude  of 
vice  may  be  safely  shown  its  absurdity. 

With  respect  to  the  female  sex,  the  consequences  of 
a  passion  for  play,  although  too  obvious,  are  yet  too 
shocking  for  contemplation:  here,  indeed,  ridicule 
seems  frequently  out  of  place ;  for  who  can  survey  with 
gaiety  of  humour  the  ruins  of  beauty  and  innocence; 
the  charms  of  feature  lost  in  the  fiend-like  distortions 
of  disappointed  avarice  or  successful  fraud  ?  Still 
there  are  gradations  even  in  this  vice,  which  may 
admit  of  being  treated  less  seriously  j  and  in  the 
course  of  these  volumes,  the  humours  of  a  card-* 
table  have  furnished  some  excellent  papers  of  the 
lighter  sort.  But  upon  the  whole  we  must  allow 
with  Dr.  Johnson,  that,  with  respect  to  a  great  pro-, 
portion  of  the  fashionable  world,  *  the  fatal  passion 
for  cards  and  dice  seems  to  have  overturned^  not 
only  the  ambition  of  excellence,  but  the  desire  of 
pleasure;  to  have  extinguished  the  flames  of  the 
lover  as  well  as  of  the  patriot ;  and  threatens,  in  its 
farther  progress,  to  destroy  all  distinctions,  both  of 
rank  and  sex,  to  crush  all  emulation  but  that  of 
fraud/ 
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Such  are  a  &w  of  the  leading  topics  which  have 
engaged  die  attention  of  the  Essayists ;  but  in  ex- 
amining these  papers,  it  will  be  found  that  no  subject 
connected  with  the  general  good  of  mankind  is  left 
untouched;  and  that  they  have  succeeded  in  con- 
veying that  ^  knowledge  of  the  world,'  which  is  es-» 
teemed  by  many  an  indispensable  accomplishment, 
by  means  less  noxious  than  what  are  usually  em* 
ployed.  The  efkct  however  of  this  new  species  of 
popular  instruction  on  the  manners  of  the  age,  would 
have  been  very  inconsiderable,  and  the  authors  could 
have  inculcated  neither  the  moral  virtues  nor  the 
social  obligations  with  the  success  they  have  expe- 
rienced, had  they  trusted  merely  to  the  powers  di 
wit  and  humour,  and  disregarded  the  more  import- 
ant consideration,  that  errors  in  manners  are  not  £ur 
removed  from  degeneracy  in  morals,  and  that  there 
is  no  substantial  foundation  for  the  utility  of  the 
one,  or  the  int^rity  of  the  other,  but  in  the  princi- 
ples of  the  pure  religion  of  our  ancestors — a  religion, 
beyond  all  controversy,  more  admirably  adapted  than 
any  human  institution  can  boast,  to  direct  us  in  every 
duty  of  life  and  in  every  dispensation  of  Providence. 
Of  this  solid  and  only  source  of  real  happiness,  it 
does  not  appear  that  our  authors  ever  lost  sight. 
When  they  had  allured  public  attention  by  sprightli- 
ness  of  address  and  fiuniliarity  of  intercourse,  they 
aideavoured  to  lead  the  young  and  frivolous  by  in- 
sensible gradations  and  gentie  persuasion,  to  connect 
the  lesser  with  the  greater  obUgations,  and  to  secure 
an  interest  in  that  favour  which  alone  can  alleviate 
the   calamities   of   life   and  the   terrors   of   death. 
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Without  invading  the  province  of  more  seiioas  in. 
structorsy  they  would  not  degrade  their  writings  to 
the  rank  of  mere  amusement,  but  watched  every  op- 
portunity and  fortunate  moment^  the  moUsmna  fandi 
iemporOf  when  the  mind  was  prepared  to  receive  a 
timely  caution,  or  encourage  a  momentous  consider* 
ation.  Some  papers  are  expressly  devoted  to  reli-^ 
gious  subjects ;  and  in  others  the  precepts  of  inspi- 
ration are  introduced  in  that  easy  and  unobtrusive 
manner,  which  appears  opportune  and  affectioDate, 
and  has  commanded,  we  hope,  more  than  a  tempo* 
rary  veneration.  To  this,  the  highest  praise  that 
can  be  bestowed,  the  earlier  Essayists  are  justly  en^ 
titled ;  and  it  is  most  probable  that  by  thus  uniting 
the  serious  and  the  gay  part  of  mankind  in  their  fa^ 
vour,  they  secured  that  popularity  which  they  have 
so  long  enjoyed,  and  which  no  revolutions  in  taste, 
style,  or  opinions,  have  yet  interrupted. 

Of  the  works  written  upon  this  plan,  the  first  in 
point  of  time,  and  that  which  prescribed  a  form  to 
all  the  others,  is  the  Tatler.  The  design  of  this 
work  belongs  exclusively  to  Sir  Richard  Steele,  con- 
cerning whom  it  may  be  necessary  to  collect  what  in- 
formation is  upon  record.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
our  materials  are  but  scanty:  there  are  periods  of 
Steele's  life  with  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  be 
better  acquainted ;  but  the  envy  which  his  talents 
created  during  his  life  appears  in  some  degree  to 
have  pursued  him  in  the  grave,  and  much  informa'- 
tion  is  lost  which  his  surviving  contemporaries  did 
not  think  worth  preserving.     The  fullest  account  is 
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that  given  in  the  Biagraphia  Britannica,  but  it  is  in 
many  instances  inaccurate  and  defective ;  and  until 
the  publication  of  the  Tatler  in  six  volumes. crown 
octavo  in  I786,  and  the  subsequent  publication  of 
Steele's  Letters  by  Mr,  Nichols,  nothing  was  at- 
tempted in  justice  to  the  memory  of  a  man  to  whom 
the  world  is  so  eminently  indebted. 

Richard  Steele  was  bom  in  Dublin.  in.l671.  His 
father,  who  had  been  for  some  time  private  secretary 
to  James  the  first  duke  of  Ormond,  was  of  /English 
extraction,  and  sent  his  son,  then  very  young,  to 
London,  where  he  was  placed  in  the  Charter^house 
hy  the  Duke,  who  was  one  of  the  governors  of  that 
seminary.  From  thence  he  was  removed  to  Merton 
College,  Oxford,  and  admitted  a  post^master  in  1691« 
Of  his  father  we  have  no  farther  information,  except 
that  he  died  when  his  son  was  not  quite  five  years 
of  age  ^. 

While  at  college,  Mr,  Steele  is  said  to  have  amused 
himself  by  writing  a  comedy,  which  a  fellow  coUcr 
gian  advised  him  to  suppress,  ^  unworthy  of  his 
genius.  After  pursuing  his  studies  for  some  time,  he 
left  the  University  without  a  degree,  and  indulged  an 
^arly  prepossession  for  a  military  lifi^,  by  entering  as 
a  private  gentleman  in  the  horse-guards.  This  step 
was  taken  against  the  opinion  of  his  friends,  and  is 
«aid  to  have  deprived  him  of  thjg  succession  to  his 
Irish  estate :  whether  this  was  occasicmed  by  the 
terms  of  his  father's  will,  or  any  other  reason  which 
rendered  the  profession  of  a  soldier  a  disqualifii^ation 

k  Jjjtler,  No.  181, 
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to  inherit,  we  are  not  told.     His  condoct,  however^ 
soon  procured  him  the  post  of  ensign. 

During  this  period  of  bis  life,  in  which  he  was  pro* 
bably  forsaken  by  those  friends  who  had  opposed  his 
entering  into  the  array,  he  fell  into  the  company  of 
gay  and  unthinking  yonng  men,  to  whose  principles 
and  example  he  yielded,  rather  from  easiness  of 
temper  than  depravity,  but  in  whose  follies  and  vices 
he  participated  with  a  freedom  for  which  his  con- 
science frequently  reproached  him.  To  counteract 
the  force  of  temptations  thus  continually  presenting 
themselves,  he  had  recourse  to  a  very  singular  expe- 
dient. He  tells  us,  that,  *  being  thoroughly  con- 
vinced of  many  things  which  he  ojften  repented,  and 
as  often  repeated,  he  wrote,  for  his  own  private 
use,  a  little  book,  called  "  The  Christian  Hero," 
with  a  design  principally  to  fix  upon  his  mind  a 
strong  impression  of  virtue  and  religion,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  stronger  propensity  to  unwarrantable 
pleasures.* 

In  this  he  appears  to  have  followed,  I  know  not 
whether  intentionally,  the  example  of  the  Puritans, 
in  their  forms  of  personal  covenanting^  a  practice  not 
uncommon  in  more  modern  times  with  the  pious  of 
a  certain  class,  but  for  which  the  authority  has  been 
thought  doubtful,  and  which  in  many  cases  will 
prove  dangerous.  A  great  judge  of  the  human  heart 
has  well  observed,  that  *  a  man  who  proposes  schemes 
of  life  in  a  state  of  abstraction  and  disengagement, 
exempt  from  the  enticements  of  hope,  the  solicitations 
of  aflection,  the  importunities  of  appetite,  or  the  de- 
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prefisions  of  fear,  is  in  the  dame  state  with  him  that 
teaches  upon  land  the  art  of  navigation,  to  whom 
the  sea  is  always  smooth,  and  the  wind  always  pro- 
perous '/ 

Steele  soon  discovered  at  least  one  mistake  in  this 
experiment ;  he  discovered  that  the  support  of  this 
little  book  was  too  weak,  while  his  engagement  to  be 
virtuous  was  vdluntary  and  unknown.  To  render  it 
more  binding,  he  reprinted  the  book  with  his  name, 
and  endeavoured  to  live  as  well  as  he  wrote,  appeal- 
ing boldly  to  the  world  for  the  consistency  of  his 
principles  and  practice.  But  this,  we  are  told,  had 
no  other  good  effect  than  that,  from  being  thought 
a  pleasant  companion,  he  was  reckoned  a  disagree- 
able fellow.  *  One  or  two  of  his  companions 
thought  fit  to  misuse  him,  and  try  their  valour  upon 
him  ;  and  every  body  measured  the  least  levity  in  his 
words  and  actions  with  the  character  of  a  Christian 
Hero.' 

This  little  work  w^as  printed  in  I7OI,  with  a  dedi- 
cation to  lord  Cutts,  who  had  not  only  appointed  him 
his  private  secrrtary,  but  procured  for  him  a  com- 
pany in  lord  Lucas's  regiment  of  fuzileers.  It  con- 
sists chiefly  of  a  review  of  the  characters  of  some  ce- 
lebrated heathens,  contrasted  with  the  life- and  prin- 
ciples of  our  Blessed  Saviour  and  of  St.  Paul,  from 
which  it  is  his  object  to  prove,  that  none  of  the 

^  Sombler,  No.  14.  Denham,  the  poet,  was  another  instance  of  ti  man 
aitett^ting  to  write  himself  out  of  his  follies.  To  show,  that  he  rqienteil 
and  was  reclaimed  £rom  gaming,  he  published  an  Essay  on  that  vice;  but  a 
few  years  proved  that  he  was  not  reclaimed,  and  had  again  to  repent. 
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heroic  virtues,  ot  <  true  greatness  of  mind/  can  be 
maintained,  unless  upon  Christian  principles.  The 
language  is  far  from  being  regular,  and,  perhaps,  he 
may  seem  deficient  in  powers  of  argument :  but  his 
address  has  much  of  that  honest  zeal  and  affection 
which  comes  from  the  heart  It  has  been  often  re- 
printed and  circulated  among  the  middling  class  of 
readers,  but  in  his  own  time  probably  redounded 
more  to  his  honour  as  an  author,  than  to  his  advant- 
age as  a  man  j  for  he  informs  us,  that  the  rebuflfe  he 
met  with,  instead  of  encouragements  for  his  declara- 
tions in  regard  to  religion,  laid  him  under  a  neces- 
sity of  enlivening  his  character ;  and  with  this  view, 
he  wrote  his  first  play,  called  *  The  Funeral,  or  Grief 
Alamode,*  which  was  very  suocei^fully  performed 
the  same  year,  and  is  yet  a  favourite  with  llie  public. 
This  play  is  said  to  have  procured  him  the  regard  of 
King  William,  who  intended  to  have  bestowed  some 
mark  of  favour  upon  him,  whidi  the  death  of  that 
monarch  prevented.  By  the  friendship,  however,  of 
IgtA  Halifax,  and  of  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  to  whom 
he  had  been  recommended  by  Addison,  he  was,  in 
1^  beginning  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  appointed 
Gazetteer.  Addison  is  said  also  to  have  assisted 
him  iii  th§  comedy  of  the  *  Tender  Hu^smd,  or 
the  Actomplished  Feeds,'  which  was  acted  with 
great  success  in  1704»  The  friendship  between 
Ifeese  two  iUustJrious  characters  commenced  when 
tbey  were  school-iyiows  at  the  Charter-house.  *  I 
remember,'  says  Steele,  *  when  I  finished  the  "  Ten- 
der Husband,"  I  told  him  (Addison)  there  was  no- 
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thing  I  so  tenderly  wished,  as  that  we  might  some 
time  or  other  publish  a  work  written  by  us  both, 
which  should  bear  the  name  of  the  Monument,  in 
memory  of  our  friendship  "/ 

His  next  play  was  *  The  Lying  Lover/  which,  he 
tells  us,  *  was  damned  for  its  piety ;  *  a  fate  which  it 
does  hot  appear  to  deserve  oh  that  or  any  other  ac- 
count more  within  the  province  of  a  dramatic  tribu- 
nal. There  is  great  regularity  in  the  fable  of  all  his 
plays,  and  the  characters  are  well  sketched  and  pre- 
served ;  but  in  the  dialogue  he  is  sometimes  tedious. 
He  wants  the  quick  repartee  of  Congreve  j  and, 
though  possessed  of  humour,  falls  into  the  style  ra- 
ther of  an  essay  than  a  drama.  Much  of  that  point 
which  appears  in  his  Tatlers  may  be  discovered  in 
his  Comedies^ 

After  the  condemnation  of  this  play,  he  com- 
menced the  Tatler,  on  the  12th  of  April  I709. 
During  its  publication,  in  I7IO,  he  was  appointed  a 
commissioner  of  the  Stamp  Duties,  which  he  retained 
after  that  ministry  was  dismissed  by  whose  favour  the 
place  had  been  conferred.  The  Tatler  was  almost 
immediately  followed  by  the  Spectator  and  Guardian. 
In  the  course  of  the  Guardian,  he  began  to  take  a 
greater  share  in  the  politics  of  the  day,  and  engaged 
with  considerable  warmth  against  the  ministry,  thougli 
rather  covertly :  but  at  length  resigning  his  place  in 
the  Stamp  Office,  and  a  pension  which  he  had  en- 
joyed  as  belonging  to  the  household  of  Prince  George 

°>  Spectator,  No.  555, 
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of  Denmark,  he  declared  opeii  war  against  the  mi^ 
nisters,  by  publishing  a  Guardian  on  the  demolition 
of  Dunkirk,  and  other  political  tracts.  On  the  dis-» 
solution  of  parliament,  he  was  returned  member  fot 
Stockbridge,  in  Hampshire;  but  was  expelled  the 
,  house  a  few  days  after  he  took  his  seat,  for  some  pub-' 
lications  which  were  voted  to  be  seditious  and  scan-* 
dalous  libels.  The  most  celebrated  of  these,  *  The 
Crisis,*  requires  some  notice  here,  that  its  proper" 
author  may  be  assigned.  That  Steele's  name  ap-' 
peared  to  it,  and  that  he  was  punished  for  it,  is  cer-' 
tain ;  but  a  letter  published  lately  by  Dr.  Somerville, 
in  his  *  History  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,* 
proves  that  it  was  written  by  Mr.  William  Moore,  a 
lawyer,  and  a  coadjutor  of  Steele's  in  the  *  English- 
man,' and  perhaps  in  other  political  efiusions<  This 
letter,  dated  June  6,  I716,  is  addressed  to  the  late 
lord  Macclesfield,  then  lord  chancellor.  It  is  proba-« 
ble  that  Steele  had  the  courage  to  stand  the  prose^ 
cution,  perhaps  thinking  it  might  end  in  a  reprimand, 
and  could  not  with  honour  retract,  or  give  up  the 
real  author,  when  matters  came  to  be  more  serious- 
Moore,  indeed,  speaks  lightly  of  Steele's  punishment : 
*  Had  matters  been  carried  to  extremities  against  that 
gentleman  (Steele)  on  account  of  that  book,  my  fate 
would  certainly  have  been  more  severe  than  his; 
for  my  profession  as  a  lawyer  would  have  been  es- 
teemed an  aggravation  of  my  crime  by  the  then  mi- 
nistry, and  consequently  of  my  punishment.*  TThe 
reader,  however,  must  yet  consult  Steele's  *  Apology,* 
before  he  can  be  entirely  satisfied  that  he  had  not 
such  a  share  in  the  production  of  this  pamphlet  a8 
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rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  abide  the  eotise^ 
quences. 

Immediately  after  bis  expulsion^  Steele  issued  pro* 
posals  for  writing  the  history  o£  the  Dttke  of  MarU 
borough,  whose  character  he  always  defended  ^  but 
this  work  was  never  executed.  At  the  same  time 
he  wrote  *  The  Spinster ;  *  and,  in  opposition  to  the 
Examiner,  he  began  a  paper  intitled  *  The  Rieader  \* 

This  contest  was  beneficial  in  the  end.  On  the 
death  of  the  Queen^  he  was  appointed  Surveyor  ci 
the  Royal  Stables  at  Hampton  Courts  and  pixt  into 
the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Mid** 
dlesex ;  and  having  procured  a  licence  for  chief  ma^ 
nager  of  the  royal  company  of  comedians,  he  easily 
obtained  it  to  be  changed  in  the  same  year  (171 4) 
into  a  patent  from  his  Majesty,  appointing  him  go- 
vemor  of  the  said  company  during  his  life,  and  to 
his^  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  for  the  space 
of  three  years  afterwards^  He  was  also  chosen  one 
of  the  representatives  of  Boroughbrigg,  in  York- 
shire, in  the  first  parliament  of  George  I.  who  con- 
ferred the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  him  April  8^ 
1715,  on  bis  presenting  an  address  ftom  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  Middlesex  and  Westminster^  which  was 
his  own  composition..  In  August  following,  he  re- 
ceived 500/.  &om  Sir  Robert  Walpde  fi^r  special 
services  ""r  Such  honours  and  emoluments  encou- 
raged him  to  triumph  over  his  opponents  in  several 

^  See  Preface  to  Guardian. 

«  See  this  affidr,  which  was  strangely  niisrepresented  at  the  time,  satis- 
fiictorily  expkined  k  Nichols's  LMe  of  Wdstei,  prefixed  to  his  Worl8» 
p.«2,8vo.  1787. 
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pamphlets  written  in  this  and  the  following  yeaf.    In 
1715,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
inquiring  into  the  estates  forfeited  by  the  late  rebel- 
lion in  Scotland,     This  occasioned  his  paying  a  visit 
to   that  kingdom,  during  which  he  conceived  the 
hopeless  project  of  uniting  England  and  Scotland  in 
church,  as  well  as  state.     While  a  member  of  this 
parliament,  he  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the  Triennial 
Act,  and  of  the  occasional  conformity  and  schism 
acts ;  but  opposed  the  Peerage  Bill,  not  only  within 
doors,  but  without,  in  a  paper  called  *  The  Plebeian/ 
With  all  the  advantages  above-mentioned,  Steele 
never  practised  economy :  and  in  I7I8  we  find  him 
endeavouring  to  relieve  bis  necessities  by  the  scheme 
of  '  The  Fishpool,'  and  at  the  same  time  increaaing 
them  by  a  fruitless  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the 
Court,  by  which  he  was  deprived  of  his  theatrical 
patent.     He  then  published  *  The  Theatre,'  in  pe- 
riodical numbers,  the  first  of  which  appeared  on  Ja- 
nuary 2,  1719-20.     In  1720,  he  more  laudably  em- 
ployed his  pen  against  the  mischievous  South-Sea 
scheme  ;  and  next  year  he  was  restored  to  his  oflSce 
and  authority  in  the  play-house  in  DruryJane.    Here 
he  produced  his  celebrated  comedy  *  The  Conscious 
Lovers,'  which  was  acted  with  great  success  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  author.     The  King,  to  whom  the  play 
was  dedicated,  presented  him  with  the  munificent 
gift  of  500/.    Yet  soon  after  he  was  again  reduced  to 
poverty,  and  obliged  to  sell  his  share  in  the  theatre, 
and  was  cast  in  an  action  which  he  commenced  against 
the  managers,  in  I726.    He  is  now  said  to  have  been 
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attacked  by  a  paralytic  disorder  %  which  greatly  im- 
paired his  understanding;  and  in  this  melancholy 
state  he  was  removed  to  Carmarthen,  where  he  died 
Sept.  1,  1729,  and  was  privately  interred,  according 
to  his  own  desire,  in  the  town  chancel,  on  the  4th  of 
the  same  month. 

His  first  wife  was  a  lady  of  Barbadoes,  by  whom 
he  acquired  a  valuable  plantation.  She  died  a  few 
months  after  their  marriage  ;  but  of  her  name,  cha- 
racter, or  the  time  of  her  death,  we  have  no  account  \ 
His  second  wife  was  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Scurlock,  of  Languanor  in  Carmarthenshire,  esq.  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  a  daughter  EKzabeth, 
bom  March  26,  I709,  a  son  Richard,  born  May  25, 
1710,  and  another  son  Eugene,  bom  March  4,  1712, 

P  It  is  with  great  pleasure  t  copy  the  following  correction  of  this  state- 
ment :  «  Steele  retired  into  Wales  before  he  had  the  paraljttc  stroke,  that 
deprived  him  of  his  intellectual  faculties,  and  solely  on  the  principle  of 
doing  jutdce  to  his  creditors,  at  a  time,  too,  when  he  had  the  fairest  pro- 
spect of  satisfying  all  their  daims  to  the  uttermost  birthing.'  Tatler,  note 
on  No.  176.;  which  also  contains  an  able  vindication  of  Steele  from  a  dis^ 
torted  ^etch  drawn  by  Mrs,  Talbot.  See  also  No.  251.  note  on  Whiston. 
—Some  anecdotes  very  honourable  to  Steele's  character  are  given  in  Vic- 
tor's Original  Letters,  vol.  L  p.  327, 350 ;  but  it  is  more  highly  indebted  to 
^  Dr.  Rundle's  Anticipation  of  the  Posthumous  Character  of  Sir  Richard 
Steele,*  published  by  the  Rev.  Weeden  Butler,  in  his  very  interesting  life 
of  the  amiable  Dr.  Mark  Hildesley,  bishop  of  Sodor  and  Man,  8vo.  1799. 

4  This  lady  is  supposed  to  be  alluded  to  in  Tatler,  No.  117.;  if  so,  she 
was  of  a  Kentish  family..  Yet  this  paper  was  written  by  Addison.  Of  the 
incident  supposed  to  relate  to  Mrs.  Steele,  Dr.  Beattie  says,  *  One  of  the 
finest  moral  tales  I  ever  read  is  an  account  in  the  Tatler,  which,  though  it 
lias  every  a^^earance  of  a  real  dream,  comprehends  a  moral  so  sublime  and. 
so  interesting,  that  I  question  whether  any  man  who  attends  to  it  can  ever 
forget  it;  and,  if  he  remembers,  whether  he  can  ever  cease  to  be  the  better 
lor  it.*    Dissertations,  Moral  and  Critical,  4to.  1783»- 
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and  named  after  the  celebrated  Prince  Eugene. 
Richard  and  Eugene  died  young.  Elizabeth  was,  in 
May  1732,  married  to  the  Hon.  John  Trevor,  then 
one  of  the  Welsh  judges,  and  afterwards  Baron  Tre- 
vor, of  Bromham,  who  had  issue  by  her  a  daughter, 
named  Diana,  who  was  remarkably  beautiftil,  but 
unfortunately  an  idiot.  Of  this  family  much  inform^ 
ation  may  be  found  in  *  Steele's  Epistolary  Corre- 
spondence,' published  by  Mr.  Nichols  in  I787  j  a 
work  which  gives  a  very  faithftil  delineation  of  Steele's 
character,  and  explains,  if  it  does  not  excuse^  *  that 
imprudence  of  generosity,  or  vanity  of  proftision, 
which  kept  him  always  incurably  necessitous.'  In 
this  work  also  will  be  found  a  particular  account  of  a 
natural  daughter  he.  had  by  a  relation  of  Tonson  the 
bookseller. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Steele's  marriage  with 
Miss  Scurlock  added  much  to  his  happiness.  She 
loved  money,  and  had  the  usual  companion  of  that 
vice,  a  coldness  of  affection  *  as  a  woman  and  a  wife.* 
Yet  his  attachment  to  her  appears  to  have  been 
ardent  and  uniform;  in  the  Theatre,  No.  12.  he 
laments  the  loss  of  her  as  the  best  woman  that  ever 
man  had  j  and  adds,  that  *  she  frequently  lamented 
and  pined  at  his  neglect  of  himself.'  Their  corre- 
spondence throws  considerable  light  on  her  character : 
if  she  is  to  be  blamed  for  a  narrow,  teazing,  and  sus- 
picious temper,  it  is  no  less  evident  that  her  temper 
was  occasionally  soured  by  the  distresses  in  which  her 
husband's  imprudence  involved  him ;  and  she  may 
be  excused  if  the  prospect  of  want  rendered  her  par- 
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simonioiis,  and  unfriendly  to  the  schemes  and  pro* 
jects  by  which  he  had  often  deceived  himself  as  well 
as  her. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  life  of  Sir  Richard 
Steele.  To  have  entered  into  a  detail  of  his  political 
conduct  and  writings,  would  have  led  us  into  a  field 
very  wide,  and  to  most  readers  very  barren  of  enter- 
tainment. It  has  rarely  happened  that  political  writ- 
ings, unless  eminently  mischievous,  have  long  sur- 
vived the  cause  which  gave  them  birth,  and  the  con- 
tests which  swelled  them  into  importance.  The  best 
performances  of  this  kind  are  preserved  with  little 
care,  and  read,  if  read  at  all,  with  little  interest.  If 
they  settle  a  date,  or  illustrate  a  minute  point  of 
history,  it  is  as  much  as  can  be  expected  from  them 
in  an  age  which  has  forgot  the  zeal  of  former  parties 
in  the  turbulence  of  its  own.  It  must  be  added, 
however,  that  the  most  scrupulous  inquiry  into 
Steele's  political  character  has  left  him  the  merit  of 
being  usefril  to  his  party,  formidable  to  his  opponents, 
and  frequently  too  honest  to  be  friendly  to  his  own 
interest. 

The  Tatier,  like  many  other  eminent  superstruc- 
tures, rose  from  small  beginnings.  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  author  foresaw  to  what  perfection  this  me- 
thod of  writing  might  be  brought,  when  he  should 
by  the  aid  of  his  illustrious  colleague  be  able  to  reject 
his  first  plan.  By-  dividing  each  paper  into  compart- 
ments, he  appears  to  have  consulted  the  ease  with 
which  an  authw  may  say  a  little  upon  many  subjects, 
who  has  neither  leisure  nor  inclination  to  enter  de^ly 
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en  a  single  topic  ^  This,  however,  did  not  proceed 
either  from  distrust  in  his  abilities,  or  in  the  favour 
of  the  public ;  for  he  at  once  addressed  them  willi 
confidence  and  familiarity;  but  it  is  probable  that 
he  did  not  fiwesee  to  what  the  continued  practice  of 
writing  will  frequently  lead  a  man  whose  natural 
endowments  are  wit  and  eloquence,  superadded  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  world  and  a  habit  of  observation. 

The  first  paper  of  the  Tatler,  as  has  been  already 
noticed,  made  its  appearance  on  Tuesday,  April  12, 
1709 ;  and  the  days  of  publication  were  fixed  to  be 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays.  In  the  selec- 
tion of  a  name  for  the  work,  Steele  afibrds  an  early 
instance  of  delicate  raillery,  by  informing  us  that  the 
name  Tatler  was  invented  in  honour  of  the  fair  sex ; 
and  that  in  such,  a  character  he  might  indulge  with 
impunity  the  desultory  plan  he  first  l^d  down,  with 
a  becoming  imitation  of  the  tattle  and  gossip  of  the 
day.  His  paper  professed  to  embrace  *  accounts  of 
gallantry,  pleasure,  and  entertainment,'  under  the 
head  •  White's  Chocolate-house ;  *  *  poetry  V  under 

'  Mr.  Geoi^e  Chalmers,  in  his  excellent  Life  of  Defoe,  thinks  that  the 
plan  of  the  Tatler  may  have  been  suggested  by  Defoe's  ^  Review,  consist* 
ing  of  a  Scandal  Club,  on  Questions  of  Theology,  Morals,  Politics,  Trade, 
Language,  Poetry,  &c.*  published  about  the  year  1705.  More  tJian  a  hint, 
however,  could  not  be  derived  from  a  fiurrago,  so  unworthy  of  the  talents 
afterwards  displayed  by  Defoe  in  his  Robinson  Crusoe. 

•  Before  Pope's  Messiah  was  inserted  in  the  Spectator,  the  author  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  perusal  of  Steele,  and  corrected  it  in  compliance  with  his 
criticisms.  From  Pope  this  was  no  inconsiderable  acknowledgment  of 
Steele's  judgment.  I  may  add  here  that  Wycherley,  in  a  letter  to  Pope, 
dated  May  17,  1709,  says,  *  But  hitherto  your  Miscellanies  have  safely  run 
the  gauntlet  through  all  the  coffee-houses;  which  are  now  entertained 
with  a  whimsical  new  newspaper  called  the  Tatler,  which  I  suppose  you 
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that  of  *  Will's  Coffee-house ; '  and  *  learning/  under 
that  of  *  the  Grecian  j '  *  foreign  and  domestic  uews,' 
from  «  St.  James's  Cofiee-house ; '  •  and  other  arti* 
cles/  ^frorn  his  own  apartment,'  and  scnnetimes 
•  from  Shire-lane/  This  plan  was  preserved  for  a 
considerable  time,  until  his  pen  became  more  accus^ 
tomed  to  essay  writing,  and  the  assistance  of  his 
friend  Addison  enabled  him  to  adopt  a  more  regular 
method. 

The  Dramatic  articles  are  numerous,  and  are  said 
to  have  been  serviceable  to  the  theatre.  Gibber  ac- 
knowledges the  force  and  influence  of  the  Tatler  in 
filling  the  play-houses ;  yet  Steele  had  no  share  in 
the  management  of  the  play-house  in  Drury-lane  for 
several  years  after  this  period.  We  have  seen  hoW» 
^ver  that  he  was  a  dramatic  writer,  and  was  always 
anxious  for  the  improvement  of  the  stage ;  and  that, 
with  Addison  and  other  writers,  he  wished  to  hasten 
the  time,  all  hope  of  which  seems  now  given  up, 
^hen  the  morals  of  the  age  should  be  reformed  by 
what  they  called  *  a  well-regulated  theatre.* 

In  Dr,  Burney's  History  of  Music  (Vol.  iv.  p. 
Q25f  et  seqq.)  are  some  valuable  strictures  on  those 
papers  in  th^  Tatler  and  Spectator  which  Steele  and 
Addison  wrote  to  ridicule  Operas.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  this  learned  and  ingenious  author,  that  <  some 
part  of  the  Spectator's  severity  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
want  of  skill  in  the  art  of  music  ;  some  to  peevish- 
ness; and  the  rest  to  national  prejudice,  and  the 
spirit  of  party  in  favour  of  our  domestic  theatres.' 

;haTe  seen/  It  was  at  Steelc^s  su^estion  that  Pope  wrote  *  The  Dying 
.Christiaq  to  his  Soul/ 
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*  Addison^  though  he  had  visited  Italy^  and  was 
always  ambitious  of  being  a  judge  of  music,  disco- 
vers, whenever  he  mentions  the  subject,  a  total  want 
of  sensibility,  as  well  as  knowledge  of  the  art.*  This 
opinion,  Sir  John  Hawkins^  who  will  not  allow  Ad- 
dison merit  of  any  kind,  had  before  ventured  to  ex- 
press.    From  Dr.  Burney,  it  is  decisive* 

The  articles  of  public  news  were  of  more  import^ 
ance  to  the  Tatler.  They  were  all  written  by  Steele, 
who  was  then  Gazetteer,  and  therefore  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  other  newspaper^  in  accuracy  and  perhaps 
in  priority  of  intelligence.  This  increased  the  circu- 
lation of  the  paper,  and  rendered  it  important  as  a 
vehicle  for  advertisements,  many  of  which  are  curi- 
ous and  illustrative  of  the  manners  of  the  times  \ 
The  foreign  intelligence  has  been  preserved  in  all 
editions  of  the  work,  though  it  is  not  easy  to  know 
why.  It  incumbers  the  volumes  with  information 
which  is  now  of  no  importance,  and  delivered  in  a 
manner  from  which  the  writer  can  derive  no  honour. 

The  character  of  the  author  was  assumed  with  suf- 
ficient consequence  for  the  purpose  of  an  imaginary 
Censorship.  The  family  name,  Bickerstaff,  was  not 
altogether  fictitious^  In  No.  3.  mention  is  made  of 
Mr.  Jokn  Bickerstaff,  a  player,  and  it  is  said  there 
was  another  of  that  name  then  resident  in  London. 
But  neither  of  these  had  the  honour  of  suggesting 
this  family  designation.  It  was  the  use  which  Swift 
had  made  of  it  that  inclined  Steele  to  give  a  prefe- 
rence to  what  had  already  acquired  some  popularity, 

^  Specimens  have  been  judiciously  selected  by  the  Annotators  on  the 
Tatler,  in  the  Edit.  cr.  oct.  1 786,  6  vols,  and  in  the  present  edition, 
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Slid  might  be  easier  repeated  and  remembered  than  a 
newer  fiction.  This  circumstance  has  led  the  author 
of  his  life  in  the  Biographia  Britannica  to  assert  that 
he  commenced  the  Tatler  •  in  concert  with  Swift/ 
For  this  there  is  no  foundation,  unless  a  polite  ac- 
knowledgment of  greater  services  than  Steele  received 
from  that  writer.  And  still  less  ground  has  this  Bio^ 
grapher  for  accusing  Steele  of  ingratitude  in  prefer- 
ring Addison  to  Swift ". 

Steele  appears  to  have  begun  the  paper  without 
any  concert,  or  hope  of  other  assistance  than  what 
might  come  spontaneously.  His  chief  dependance 
was  on  his  intelligence,  which  gave  him  a  superiority 
over  his  contemporaries,  who  were  merely  news- 
writers,  and  had  never  discovered  that  a  periodical 
paper  might  fiimish  instruction  of  a  better  and  more 
lasting  kind.  In  the  other  parts  of  the  Tatler,  he 
was  at  first  less  careful ;  his  style  had  a  familiar  vul- 
garity not  unlike  that  of  the  journalists  of  the  age, 
which  he  adopted  either  in  compliance  with  the  pre- 
vailing manner,  or  by  way  of  disguise.  In  one  paper 
he  acknowledges  *  incorrectness  of  style,'  and  writ- 
ing <  in  an  air  of  common  speech.'  All  this  how- 
ever became  a  Tatler^  and  for  some  time  he  aimed  at 
no  higher  character  \     But  when  associaiied  with 

«  See  Steele's  Orig.  Pref.  1710,  prefixed  to  the  first  volume  of  this  edit. 

»  Steele,  in  reply  to  Tickell's  assertion  that  Addison  advanced  the  Tat- 
ler, says,  very  candidly,  *  It  was  advanced  indeed,  for  it  was  raised  to  a 
greater  thing  than  I  intended  it;  for  the  elegance,  purity,  and  correctness, 
which  appeared  in  his  writings,  were  not  so  much  to  my  purpose,  as  in  any 
intellig^le  manner  I  could,  to  rally  all  those  singularities  of  human  life, 
through  the  different  professions  and  characters  in  it,  which  obstruct  any 
thing  that  was  truly  good  and  great*'  Dedication  to  the  Comedy  of  the 
Drummer. 
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Addison,  he  assumed  a  tone  more  natural  to  a  polished 
and  elegant  mind,  and  dispersed  his  coarser  fami- 
liarity among  his  characteristic  correspondents.  If 
he  did  not  introduce,  he  was  the  first  who  success- 
fully  employed,  the  harmless  fiction  of  writing  letters 
to  himself,  and  by  that  gave  a  variety  of  amusement 
and  information  to  his  paper,  which  would  have  been 
impracticable  had  he  always  appeared  in  his  own  cha- 
racter. All  succeeding  Essayists  have  endeavoured 
to  avail  themselves  of  a  privilege  so  essential  to  this 
species  of  composition,  but  it  requires  a  mimicry  of 
style  and  sentiment  which  few  have  been  able  to 
combine. 

Addison  is  said  to  have  first  discovered  Steele  to 
be  the  author  of  the  Tatler  by  a  criticism  of  his  own 
introduced  in  No.  6.  The  criticism  is  not  of  great 
importance,  unless  to  those  commentators  who  make 
a  favourite  author  the.  Source  of  all  excellence,  and 
are  determined  to  find  a  beauty  in  every  particle  ^ 
Addison  was  at  this  time  in  Ireland,  secretary  to 
Lord  Wharton,  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  gave  Steele  an 
early  proof  of  his  regard  by  sending  contributions  to" 
his  work.  In  No.  18.  the  *  Distress  of  News-writers* 
is  certainly  his,  and  the  first  part  of  the  paper,  on 
sign-posts,  has  very  much  of  his  manner.  No.  20.  is 
likewise  assigned  to  him,  although  the  first  article 
has  more  of  Swift's  indelicacy  of  manner.  His  other 
papers  are  assigned  on  indubitable  authority. 

Such   an   assistant  was  of  incalculable  value  to 
Steele,  who  began  to  sacrifice  his  original  plan  by 

y  A?  ingenious  conjeeture  on  this  criticism  is  given  in  Tat.  No.  6.  note. 
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degrees,  and  as  his  views  became  enlarged,  and  pub- 
lic attention  more  generally  drawn  to  the  paper,  soon 
rose  to  the  dignity  of  a  teacher  of  wisdom  and  mo- 
rals. His  improvement,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  visible 
from  about  No.  8^.  or  83, ;  Nos.  92.  95. 109.  and  IS2, 
may  be  referred  to  for  their  superior  excellence. 
The  latter  is  much  in  the  Addisonian  manner. 
Steele's  admirable  papers  on  duelling  were  among 
the  first  successfid  attacks  on  that  remnant  of  barba- 
rism. They  are  supposed  to  have  been  originally 
written  in  consequence  of  his  being  involved  in  a 
duel  with  a  brother  officer  of  the  Coldstream  regi- 
ment, about  the  year  I706. 

It  may  be  necessary,  however,  to  mention,  that,  in 
assigning  the  papers  of  the  Tatler  to  their  respective 
authors,  we  have  better  authority  to  follow  in  almost 
every  case  than  in  that  of  Steele  himself,  because  it 
has  been  the  custom  to  prefix  his  name  to  every  paper 
of  which  no  other  writer  is  known  *.  In  this  ar- 
rangement, he  is  the  ostensible  author  of  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  of  these  papers ;  but  it 
must  be  observed  that  although  as  Editor  of  the 
papers  he  was  responsible  for  their  contents,  he  com- 
posed many  of  them  from  the  contributions  or  hints 
of  his  correspondents,  principally  short  letters  written 
by  the  wits  of  the  age,  in  which  they  sometimes  imi- 
tated his  manner  with  a  considerable  degree  of  suc- 
cess ;  and  not  unfrequently  he  borrowed  from  his 
library  short  extracts,  which  he  reprinted  with  an 
introduction  or  comment.     On  one  occasion  of  very 

*  In  this  edition  they  are  pointed  out  to  the  reader,  by  a  note  subfixed 
to  the  date  of  his  papers. 
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pinching  distress,  he  began  a  Journal  of  the  Iliad^ 
of  which  he  seems  afterwards  ashamed;  and  on 
another  occasion  he  published  some  private  let- 
ters he  had  sent  to  his  second  wife.  These  shifts, 
however,  occur  chiefly  among  the  earlier  papers: 
his  matter  soon  became  proportioned  to  his  wants ; 
and  he  acquired  by  constant  efforts  a  happier  and 
easier  mode  of  communicating  his  observations  on  life 
and  manners. 

It  appears  that  some  part  of  the  popularity  of  the 
Tatler,  during  their  first  publication,  was  owing  to  a 
very  prevalent  opinion,  that  the  characters  described 
in  an  unfavourable  light,  and  held  up  to  ridicule  or 
contempt,  were  real.  Of  this  many  hints  are  given ; 
and  the  question  is  very  artfully  obscured  in  every 
attempt  to  decide  it.  That  some  of  the  characters^ 
both  good  and  bad,  were  real,  has  been  ascertained 
beyond  all  doubt :  allusions  to  the  events  of  the  time» 
are  so  frequent  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  introduce 
the  actors.  We  may  instance  the  Bangorian  contro- 
versy, which  initself  however  was  perhaps  too  serious 
for  the  kind  of  ridicule  employed.  Religious  con* 
troversy,  when  conducted  with  asperity  and  calumny,, 
might  often  afford  a  proper  subject  of  ridicule  y  but 
the  attempt  is  dangerous,  and  we  must  never  forget 
that  the  matter  or  object  of  all  religious  controversy,, 
however  misrepresented,  is  of  eternal  importance. 
The  peevishness  of  Bishop  Blackall,  it  must  notwith- 
standing be  confessed,  is  parodied  with  great  humour 
in  the  letters  of  the  puppet-show  man,  which  have 
been  stdmired  by  many  readers  who  looked  no  farther 
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than  to  the  affected  consequence  of  a  vagrant  of  that 
mean  employment.  In  No.  51 .  Steele  has  apologized 
for  his  interference  in  this  controversy  with  consider- 
able shrewdness. 

Besides  the  gamblers,  many  of  whom  were  cer- 
tainly real  characters,  a  few  of  a  more  harmless  cast 
are  introduced,  as  Ratcliff  and  Ame;  but  in  general, 
the  allusions  to  living  characters,  not  of  the  depraved 
kind,  are  free  from  asperity  or  malevolence.  One 
exception  indeed  occurs  in  the  case  of  Madonella 
(Mrs.  Mary  Astell)  and  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Elstcr, 
two  ladies  of  unblemished  character  and  great  lite- 
rary accomplishments ;  but  let  it  be  remembered 
that  these  calumnies  are  both  from  the  pen  of  Swift. 

The  general  opinion,  however,  that  all  the  charac- 
ters delineated  or  alluded  to  were  real,  certainly  kept 
up  the  public  attention  to  these  papers;  and  the 
authors,  being  aware  that  nothing  can  render  a  work 
more  popular  than  the  supposition  that  it  contains  a 
proportion  of  scandal  or  personal  history,  were  not 
very  anxious  to  deprive  themselves  of  a  hold  on  the 
public  mind,  which  they  could  and  had  the  virtue  to 
turn  to  the  best  of  purposes.  In  writings^  of  this 
kind,  it  is  essential  that  vice  and  folly  should  be  illus- 
trated by  characters ;  it  is  this  which  distinguishes 
them  from  dissertations  of  the  more  serious  castj  and 
to  readers  of  a  certain  description,  it  is  a  delight- 
ful eipployment  to  reduce  fictitious  to  real  names, 
conjecture  wisely  on  place  and  person,  and  find  re- 
semblances where  none  were  meant.  Our  authors 
cannot  therefore  be  very  severely  blamed  if  they  oc- 
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cftsidnally  played  with  this  species  of  self-deception, 
and,  knowing  the  perverted  taste  of  some  of  their 
customers,  sold  them  lawful  goods  as  contraband. 

The  chief  design  of  all  these  papers  is  briefly  ex- 
pressed by  Hughes  in  No.  64.  to  be  ^  a  wholesome 
project  dT  making  wit  useful,' — ^a  project  the  more  to 
be  commended,  as  of  all  talents  wit  is  the  most  liable 
to  be  abused  ;  and  as  for  many  years  preceding  the 
date  of  the  Tatler,  the  most  celebrated  wits  had  pro- 
stituted their  pens  in  the  service  of  the  grosser  vices. 
Few  men  could  be  better  qualified  than  Steele  to 
employ  this  endowment  in  useful  designs.    Notwith- 
standing his  personal  faiUngs,  he  appears  to  have 
uniformly  Entertained  the  purest  principles  of  reli- 
gion and  morals ;   a  strong  sense  of  propriety  in 
words  as  weU  as  in  action ;  and  an  abhorrence  of 
gross  vices,  as  offensive  to  the  Deity,  and  dangerous 
to  the  eternal  welfare  of  man.    When  betrayed  by 
liveUness  of  temper  into  an  expression  inconsistent 
with  piety  or  decency,  he  was  ever  ready  to  apolo- 
gize and  to  revoke  :  if  he  committed  errors,  he  cer- 
tainly defended  none.     In  manners  he  had  a  quick 
sense  of  what  was  ridiculous,  and  exposed  it  with 
easy  playfulness,  or  humourous  gravity.     Availing 
himself  of  the  many  shapes  an  Essayist  may  assume, 
he  exposed  levity  of  conduct,  absurd  fashions,  im- 
proprieties of  dress  and  discourse,  in  every  various 
light }  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a  change  in  the 
public  mind,  which  has  contributed  beyond  all  cal- 
culation to  the  refinement  of  society. 

It  has  already  been  noticed  that  he  is  not  to  be 
accounted  the  writer  of  every  paper  to  which  his 
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natnb  has  been  prefixed  or  appended.    Those  which 
appear  in  the  regular  form  of  Essay  are  certainly  his  j 
those  consisting  of  letters,  &c.  were  sometimes  the 
contributions  of  correspondents.     With  respect  to  his 
able  coiEidjutor,  we  are  less  liable  to  mistake.     Addi« 
son's  papers  have  been  correctly  ascertained ;  yet  the 
frequent  resemblance  between  these  two  writers  in 
style  and  manner  is  a  circumstance  which  deserves 
particular  notice.     We  have  seen  that  Steele  was  the 
original  author  of  the  Tatler ;  that  he  was  the  first 
who  prescribed  a  mode  of  periodical  writing,  new  to 
tlie  world  from  the  nature  of  its  subjects ;  and  that  he 
had  made  some  progress  before  he  received  or  appears 
to  have  expected  assistance  from  Addison,  who  was 
then  in  a  distant  country  %  and  in  an  official  situation 
not  likely  to  afford  him  thie  requisite  leisure.     Yet 
from  the  time  they  began  to  write  in  conjunction,  if 
the  reader  will  attentively  compare  those  papers  which 
are  certainly  the  respective  productions  of  Steele  and 
Addison,  he  will  meet  with  a  surprising  similarity  of 
humour.     In  many  instances   Steele  imitates  what 
has  been  since  called  the  Addisonian  manner  with  a 
closeness  which  would  have  rendered  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  assign  the  papers  to  their  proper  authors,  if 
we  had  been  left  without  any  authority  but  a  supposed 
knowledge  of  the  style.     Of  this  happy  coincidence 
of  talent,  there  are  many  striking  instances  in  the 
Spectator,  to  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  advert 
hereafter.    In  the  mean  time,  we  may  remark,  that  it 
contributed  to  preserve  the  uniformity  and  consistency 

*  Addison  left  London  April  10>  two  days  before  the  first  appearance  of 
the  Tatler. 
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of  character,  or  the  personal  identity  of  Isaac 
fiickerstaC  *  Throughout  the  whole  work/  says  an 
author  who  well  knew  how  to  appreciate  its  merits, 
•the  ooBJUrof,  the  politician,  the  man  of  humour,  the 
critic  J  the  seriousness  of  the  moralist,  and  the  mock 
dignity  of  the  astrologer  j  the  vivacities  and  the  in- 
fifmities  peculiar  to  old  age,  are  all  so  blended  and 
contrasted  in  the  Censor  of  Great  Britain,  as  to  form 
a  character  equally  complex  and  natural,  equally 
laughablie  and  respectable  */ 

•  'Thirty-fbur  of  the  Tatlers  are  attributed  to  Steele 
aiid  Addison  in  coiijunction,  and  their  respective 
shares  are  pointed  out-  in  the  notes  to  the  present 
bditioh.  ¥orty-one  are  given  to  Addison  alone,  of 
which  Nos.  18«.  «16.  220, -224.  250,  253.  2S6.  ^59. 
and  265.  arie  admirable  examples  of  that  exquisite 
humour  which  afterwards  became  habitual  im  this  au- 
thor's writings,  and  flowed  from  a  disposition  of  mind, 
easy,  equable,  iand  fertile  in  ridicule,  yet  delicate  in 
sentiment  and  expression  beyond  any  kind  of  wit 
that  had' hitherto  appeared.  In  No.  216.  *  The  Vir- 
tiK)s6's  wilP  is  replete  with  beauties ;  in  almost  every 
article  is  a  stroke  of  satire  which  can  hardly  escape 
the  notice  of  the  dullest  reader.  The  solemn  intro- 
duction^— the  testator's  leaving  *  the  female  skeleton 
and  dried  cockatrice*  to  the  widow — ^the  *  Wint^r- 
May-dew  ^nd  embryo  pickle'  to  tbe.eldest  daughter 
—-the  *  nest  of  a  humming-bird'  to  the  youngest  on  the 
birth  of  her  first  child,  and  heightened  by;  tb.e  condi- 
iipA  ^miexedi  /.if  she  loarrieswith  her  mother'i^  con- 
sent,' «e  uncommon  felicities  of  humour.   The  cha- 

»  Seattle. 
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racter  of  a  Virtuoso  *  was  the  frequent  butt  of  Htm 
wits  of  the  Bickerstaff  school,  and  almost  every 
modem  Essayist  has  attempted  the  same  subject.  Dr. 
Johnson  is/ 1  think,  among  the  last  who  followed 
them  with  success,  yet  perhaps  with  more  extrava- 
gance of  fiction  than  true  humour  admits^ 

Among  the  occasional  contributors  to  the  Tatler, 
Swift  has  been  often  mentioned.     It  is  not  improba- 
ble that  he  frequently  gave  hints,  but  there  is  not 
much  that  can  be  assigned  to  his  pen.     He  wrote,  in 
No.  9.  the  *  Description  of  the  Morning :  in  No.  32. 
the  history  of  Madonella :  in  No.  35.  from  internal 
evidence,  the  family  of  Ix :  in  No.  59.  the  letter 
signed  Obadiah  Greenhat:  in  No.  63.  Madonella's 
Platonic  College :  in  No.  66.  the  first  article,  on  pul- 
pit oratory :  in  No.  67.  the  proposal  for  a  Chamber  of 
Fame  * :  in  No.  68.  a  continuation  of  the  same :  in 
No.  70.  a  letter  on  oratory  signed  Jonathan  Rosehat : 
in  No.  71.  a  letter  on  the  irregular  conduct  of  a 
clergyman :  No.  280.  entire :  in  No.  238.  the  poeti- 
cal description  of  a  shower :  and  No.  258.  a  short 
letter  on  the  words  *  Great  Britain.'     These  are  all 
the  communications  that  can  with  any  confidence  foe 

*  They  employed  their  mi  less  laudably  dn  the  Royal  Society, « of  which 
the  enemies  were  for  some  time  very  num^ous  and  very  acrimonious^  for 
vfhat  reason  it  is  hard  to  conceive,  since  the  philosophers  professed  not  to 
advance  doctrines,  but  to  produce  facta.*    Johnson's  lifb  of  Butler. 

«  Dr.  Hawkesworth  claims  also  No.  74.  and  81.  for  Swift;  but  from  the 
notes  on  diese  papers,  they  are  more  justly  given  to  Addison  and  Steele. 
Iniui  Journal  to  Stella^  he  disclaims  Noa.  237.  249.  $S7.  and  260.  wfaidi 
had  been  imputed  to  him  by  his  conrenpondents.  See  his  works,  vol.  xviii. 
p.  211,  8vo.  edition,  1801. 
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ascribed  to  Swift,  a  writer  who  with  a  rich  fund  of 
humour,  an  easy  and  flowing  style,  perhaps  more  cor'^ 
rect  than  that  of  any  of  his  contemporaries,  with 
habits  of  observation  ^  and  a  keen  discernment  of 
folly  and  weakness,  was  nevertheless  ill-qualified  for 
this  species  of  composition.     His  wit  was  so  licen- 
tious, that  no  subject  however  sacred,  and  no  charac- 
ter  however  amiable,  were   safe;  his  invective  has 
more  of  malignity  than  virtuous  indignation:    his 
characters  are  drawn  in  hideous  distorticm  j  and  per- 
haps no  man  ever  attempted  to  ridicule  vice  or  folly 
with  less  of  the  salutary  and  gentle^  spirit  of  correc- 
tion. 

Of  his  life  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  give  a  detail 
here.  It  has  been  written  by  Lord  Orrery,  by 
Hawkesworth,  by  Delany,  by  Johnson,  and  lastly  by 
Mr.  Sheridan.  In  these  writers,  considerable  dis- 
cordance of  opinion  occurs ;  yet  an  examination  of 
their  opinions  and  authorities,  and  what  evidence  may 
be  derived  from  his  works,  leave  us  the  melancholy 
regret  that  a  man  of  so  many  accomplishments  should 
have  so  few  claims  to  our  esteem.  It  is  with  too 
much  truth,  that  Johnson  has  stated  that  *  he  seems 
to  have  wasted  life  in  discontent,  by  the  rage  of  neg- 
lected pride,  and  the  languishment  of  unsatisfied  de- 
sire.    He  is  querulous  and  fastidious,  arrogant  and 


^  Of  this  qudifkation  his  *  Polite  Conversation  and  *  Advice  to  Ser- 
vants' are  decisive  proofs.  *  These  two  performances/  says  Johnson,  ^  show 
a  mind  incessantly  attentive,  and,  when  it  was  not  employed  upon  great 
things,  busy  with  minute  occurrences.  It  is  aj^parent  that  he  must  have 
had  the  habit  of  noting  whatever  he  observed  s  lor  such  a  number  of  par- 
ticulars could  never  have  been  assembled  by  the  power  of  recollection** 
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malignant ;  he  scarcely  speaks  of  himself  but  with 
indignant  lamentations,  or  of  others  but  with  insolent 
superiority  when  he  is  gay,  and  with  angry  contempt 
when  he  is  gloomy/ 

Mr.  Sheridan,  indeed,  has  published  ah  elaborate 
vindication  of  Swift ;  but,  having  determined  that 
his  character  should  be  that  of  pure  and  unmixed  ex- 
cellence, he  has  plunged  into  a  series  of  inconsist- 
ences from  which  he  never  knows  how  to  extricate 
himself,  or  the  object  of  his  admiration.  Mr.  Monck 
Berkeley,  who  has  since  attempted  a  vindication  of 
Swift,  cannot  excuse  Sheridan's  want  of  judgment, 
in  the  case  of  the  two  ladies  who  were  unfortunately 
attached  to  the  Dean.  The  truth  is,  Sheridan  was 
proud  of  the  original  information  and  materials  which 
Tie  had  been  able  to  collect,  and  did  not  perceive  that, 
•although  they  might  furnish  an  impartial  life  of  Swift, 
they  could  not  support  a  continued  panegyric. 

Yet  for  this  Swift  is  not  accountable.  His  conduct 
measured  by  his  own  principles  is  seldom  mysterious, 
^nd  becomes  so  only  when  attempts  are  thus  made  to 
render  it  consistent  with  a  character  which  hfe  did  not 
possess.  Doubts  have  been  justly  entertained  of  his 
religion ;  and  there  are  many  proofs  that  it  was  a  re- 
ligion which  did  little  honour  to  the  church  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  His  notions  of  what  became  the 
dignity  of  the  sacerdotal  oflSce  appear  to  have  been 
Ng'ery  lax.  In  his  Journal,  December  1712,  is  the 
following  singular  passage  :  *  This  morning  I  pre- 
sented one  Diaper,  a.  poet,  to  Lorid  Bolingbroke,  with 
a  new  poem,  which  is  a  very  good  one :  and  I  aim  to 
give  a  suta  of  money  from  my  Lord.     I  h^ve  con- 
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trived  to  make  a  parson  of  him,  for  he  is  half  one  al- 
ready, being  in  Deacon's  orders,  and  a  small  cure  in 
the  countiy,  but  has  a  sword  at  his  tail  here  in  town. 
'Tis  a  poor,  little,  short  wretch,  but  will  do  best  in  a 
gown;  and  we  will  make  Lord  Keeper  give  him  a 
living.' 

This  passage  Mr.  Sheridan  has  quoted  as  a  proof 
of  Swift's  *  good  offices  to  men  of  genius  and  merit  :^ 
but  of  what  value  in  any  man's  character  is  such 
patronage,  when  overbalanced  by  the  insult  offered 
to  religion,  and  to  the  church  whose  dignity  he  pro- 
fessed to  support,  by  making  the  Lord  Keeper  give  a 
living  to  '  a  poor  little,  short  wretch,'  whose  only 
merit  was  that  of  writing  a  poem  which  has  never 
jipce  been  heard  of?  Connected  with  this  anecdote, 
^d  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  Life,  we  have  anotheir 
instance  of  the  difficulty  Mr.  Sheridan  experienced 
in  his  attempt  to  construct  a  Christian  Hero  from  the 
mj^terials  of  an  inconsistent  Humourist.  Although 
Swift  professed  to  make  the  Lord  Keeper  give  livings 
to  persons  whom  he  could  not  mention  without  con- 
tempt, his  biographer  informs  us  that  he  was  more 
circumspect  in  matters  within  his  own  gift.  *  He  was 
extremely  exact  and  conscientious  in  promoting  the 
members  of  the  choir  according  to  their  merit,  and 
never  advanced  any  person  to  a  vicarage,  who  was  not 
qualified  for  it  in  all  respects,  whatever  their  interests, 
or  however  recommended.  He  once  refused  a  vicar- 
age  to  a  person  for  whom  Lady  Carteret  was  very  im- 
portunate, at  the  same  time  declaring  to  her  Ladyship, 
that  if  it  had  been  in  his  power  to  have  made  the 
gentleman  a  Dean  or  a  Bishop,  he  would  have  obliged 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IXX  HISTORICAL  AND 

her  willingly,  because,  he  said,  Deaneries  and  Bishops 
rics  were  preferments  in  which  merit  had  no  concern^ 
but  the  merit  of  a  vicar  would  be  brought  to  the  test 
every  day/  The  instance  he  brings  to  illustrate  this 
part  of  Swift's  character,  and  to  prove  how  exact  and 
conscientious  he  was  to  fill  his  choir  with  such  merit 
as  all  men  were  judges  of,  is  that  of  a  person  pro- 
moted by  him  to  a  vicarage,  because  his  gun  had 
gone  off  accidentally  and  wounded  him. 

In  his  attempt  to  *  develope  Swift's  mysterious 
conduct'  towards  Stella  and  Vanessa,  he  has  certainly 
removed  much  of  the  mystery,  but  leaves  Swift's 
character  as  liable  to  censure  as  he  found  it.  When 
he  allows  that  he  had  a  love  for  Vanessa,  and  none 
for  Stella,  and  that  he  kept  up  a  correspondence  with 
Vanessa  which  it  was  necessary  to  conceal  from  Stella, 
he  places  his  hero  in  a  situation  more  irreconcileable 
with  honour  and  humanity  than  perhaps  he  intended  j 
and  although  his  account  of  the  whole  transaction  is 
minute  and  interesting,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it 
was  ever  read  without  feelings  of  a  very  different 
kind  from  what  he  meant  to  excite.  Dr.  Johnson  has 
noticed  the  affair  with  more  lenity ;  he  has  said  all 
that  can  be  said  in  excuse. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  defence  of  the  fourth  part  of  *  Gul- 
liver's Travels'  is  ingenious ;  but  when  he  censures 
the  opposition  to  this  work  as  prejudice,  he  forgets 
that  it  is  not  the  prejudice  of  the  vulgar,  but  the 
opinion  of  every  writer  of  piety  or  taste  who  has  con- 
sidered the  subject.  With  respect  to  his  attack  on 
Dr^  Johnson,  except  where  he  has  corrected  some  mis- 
takes in  point  of  fact,  it  may  safely  be  leftjun^swered^ 
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In  this  he  was  too  obviously  imitatiiig  one  of  the  Vir^ 
tues  of  his  idol.,  He  was  taking  that  vengeance  for 
which  he  had  long  prepared  his  mind.  As  a  critic, 
Mr.  Sheridan  has  not  always  been  successful.  Swift's 
style  was,  beyond  all  precedent,  pure  and  precise,  yet 
void  of  ornament  or  grace,  and  partook  in  some  in- 
stances of  the  pride  and  dogmatism  of  its  author ; 
nor  does  his  Biographer  seem  to  be  aware  that  his 
most  incorrect  composititm  is  his  *  Proposal  for  cor- 
recting the  English  tongue.* 

.  Those  who  wish  to  appreciate  Swift's  character 
with  justice,  must  derive  their  information  from  his 
voluminous  writings,  which  undoubtedly  place  him 
among  the  most  illustrious  ornaments  of  literature,  as 
an  author  of  incomparable  ability,  of  multiform  talent, 
and  inexhaustible  fancy.  But  the  most  charitable 
conclusion  that  can  be  formed  of  his  private  Hie,  ot 
the  general  tendency  of  his  writings,  will  not,  I  fear, 
differ  much  from  the  opinion  of  a  celebrated  writer, 
who,  with  the  truest  relish  for  wit  £uid  humour,  never 
loses  sight  of  more  important  considerations.. 

<  In  Swift  we  see  a  turn  of  mind  very  different  from 
that  of  the  amiable  Thomson,  little  relish  for  the  sub- 
lime and  beautiful,  and  a  perpetual  succession  of 
violent  emotions.  All  his  pictures  of  life  seem  to 
show,  that  deformity  and  meanness  were  the  favourite 
objects  of  his  attention,  and  that  his  soul  was  a  con- 
stant prey  to  indignation,  disgust,  and  other  gloomy 
passions  arising  from  such  a  view  of  things.  And  it 
is  the  tendency  of  almost  all  his  writings  (though  it 
was  not  always  the  author's  design)  to  communicate 
the  same  passions  to  his  reader ;  insomuch,  that  not^ 
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withrtanding  bier  dradifioii,  and  knowledge  of  th« 
world,'  his  abiMtien  as  d  popular  orator  and  man  of 
busin^aef,  the  eiiergy  of  his  style,  the  elegance  of  some 
pf  his  verses,  iwid  his  extraordinary  talents  in  wit  aaid 
humour,  the!re  is  reason  to  doubt  whether  by  stuldf-' 
ing  his  works  aay  person  was  ever  niutdi  improved  in 
pi^ty  Off  benevolence  \' 

The  next  contributor  to  the  Tatler  whom  we  shall 
notice,  i$  Mr.  John  Hughes,  whois  said  to  have  been 
the  author  of  the  letter  signed  Josiah  Couplet  in  No. 
64f. ;  that  signed  Will  Trusty  in  No.  73. ;  a  letter  on 
the  tendency  of  the  work  in  No.  76. ;  and  the  inven- 
tory of  a  beau's  effects  in  No.  113.  For  these  assign- 
ments, we  have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Buncombe.  The 
^notators  Oft  the  Tatlet  suspect  that  he  wrote  the 
short  letter  signed  Philanthropos  in  No.  66.  and  the 
whole  of  No.  194.  a  transposition  of  the  tenth  caoto 
of  the  fourth  book  of  Speiiser.  Steele  is  supposed 
to  have  ijluded  to  Hughes  in  the  character  of  Aletheus 
m  No.  56.  *  He  was^'  say  the  aiinotators  on  the  Tafc. 
ler,  *  the  intimate  friend  of  Steele,  and  seems  to  have 
interested  himself  Veiy  particularly  in  those  papers 
of  this  work  "which  were  written  with  a  view  to  detect 
and  expose  the  frharper^  of  that  tiine.'  Some  farther 
notice  will  be  taken  of  Mr.  Hughes  amoiig  the  authors 
of  thie  Spectator. 

.  The  *  Mfedicinfe,  a  Tale,'  in  No.  2.  was  written  by 
Mn  William  Harrison,  a  young  gentlemian  hi^  in 
esteem,  and  (as  Swift  characterises  him)  ^  a  little 
pretty  fellow,  with  a  great  deal  of  wit,  good  seose^ 

<  Essays  on  Poeti^  and  Masic,  p.  587.  4to.  edit.  X7<7e. . 
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and  good  nature/  For  these  atid  perbsfm  snperkx^ 
qualities,  he  has  been  *  praised^  wept,  and  honourEi^ 
by  Young  in  his  Epistle  to  Lord  Lasisdowiie^ 

Mr.  Harrison  received  the  early  rudimesila  of  his 
education  at  Winchester  Schooi,  and  wasr  afteneaisds 
£eilow  of  New  Cc^ege  Oxoii-  His  micunij«fcaric«s 
were  very  indiffer^t,  as  he  had  Qo  other  income  tb«n 
forty  poinds  a-yesw:  when  tutor  to  one  of  th^  jy^9 
of  Queensberry's  sons.  In  this  employmen*  he  rt- 
tracted  the  fevour  of  Swift,  who  obtsuned  for  him  th^ 
employment  of  Secretary  to  Lord  Raby,  afte^ward6^ 
Earl  of  Strafford,  and  then  ambassador  at  the  Hague. 
A  letter  of  his  while  at  Utrecht,  dated  Decraaber  16^ 
1712,  is  printed  in  the  Dean's  works,  jErom  which  it 
appears  that  his  ojQSce  was  attended  with  much  vexa* 
tion  and  little  advantage.  Swift  gives  a  remarkable 
instance  of  this,  at  the  time  Harrison  brought  ove c 
the  barrier  treaty.  *  Jan*  31, 1713-13.  Harrison  was 
with  me  this  mormng;  we  talked  three  hours,  and 
then  I  carried  him  to  court.  When  we  went  down 
to  the  door  of  my  lodging,  I  found  a  coach. waited  for 
him^  I  chid  him  for  it :  but  he  whispered  me,  it  was 
impossible  to  be  otherwise ;  and  in  the  coach  he  told 
me,  he  had  not  one  farthing  in  his  pocket  to  pay  for 
it ;  and  therefore  took  the  coach  for  the  whole  day, 
and  intended  to  borrow  money  somewhere  or  Other. 
So  there  was  the  Queen's  Mnister  intrusted  in  afiairs 
of.  the  greatest  importance,  without  a  shilling  in  his 
pocket  to  pay  a  coach.*  He  died  Feb.  14,  1712-13. 
He  was  professedly  editor  of  the  Spurious  Tatler 
hereafter  mentioned.    Dr.  .Birch,  in  a  note  on  his 
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letter  to  Swift,  has  confounded  him  with  Thomas 
Harrison,  M.  A.  of  Queen's  College  ^ 

The  very  humourous  genealogy  of  the  family  of 
Bickerstaff  in  No.  ^11.  is  ascribed  by  Steele  in  his 
*  Prefece  to  the  Octavo  edition,  I7IO,'  to  '  Mr.  Twis- 
den,  who  died  at  the  battle  of  Mons,  and  has  a  monu- 
ment in  Westminster  Abbey,  suitable  to  the  respect 
which  is  due  to  his  wit  and  his  valour/  Heneage 
Twisden  was  the  seventh  son  of  sir  William  Twisden, 
bart  of  Roydon  Hall,  East  Peckham,  Kent ;  and  a 
youth  of  great  expectations. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  (1709,  aged  29),  he  was 
a  captain  of  foot  in  sir  Richard  Temple's  regiment, 
and  aid-de*camp  to  John  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  com^ 
manded  the  right  wing  of  the  Confederate  Army. 
Near  his  monument  in  the  north  aisle  of  the  Abbey, 
are  two  other  small  ones  to  the  memory  of  his  bro- 
thers Josuth  and  John.  Josiah  was  a  captain  of  foot 
at  the  siege  of  Agremont,  near  Lisle  in  Flanders,  and 
was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  in  I7O8,  in  the  2Sd  year 
of  his  age.  John  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  admiral's 
ship,  under  sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  and  perished  with 
him  in  I707,  in  the  24th  year  of  his  age. 

The  character  of  Aspasia,  in  No.  42.  was  written 
by  Congreve.  The  person  meant  was  Lady  Elizabeth 
Hastings,  the  daughter  of  Theophilus,  the  seventh 
Earl  of  Huntingdon,  a  lady  celebrated  as  a  pattern 
of  munificence  and  piety.     By  her  historical  charac* 

^  Nichols's  Select  Collection  of  Poems,  vol.  iy.  p.  181.  In  this  CoUecv 
don  are  all  the  poems  that  can  be  traced  to  Mr.  Harrison,  except  *  Woodt 
Ktoek  Park/  winch  b  in  Dodsley's  Collection. 
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ter,  drawn  up  by  Thomas  Barnard,  M.  A*  and  pub- 
lished  in  1742,  it  appears  that  she  was  indeed  *  little 
lower  than  the  Angels/  It  does  honour  to  Congreve 
that  he  could  relish  the  beauties  of  such  a  character. 

An  excellent  paper  on  gluttony,  No.  205.  is  as- 
cribed by  Steele,  in  the  *  Theatre,  No.  26.'  to  a  Mr. 
Fuller,  with  this  encomium:  *  The  mind  usually 
exerts  itself  in  all  its  faculties,  with  an  equal  pace 
towards  matiuityc  and  this  gentleman,  who  at 
the  age  of  sixteen^  could  form  such  pleasant  pictures 
of  the  false  and  little  ambitions  of  low  spirits,  as  Mr. 
Fuller  did,  to  whom,  when  a  hoy^  we  owe,  with  seve- 
ral other  excellent  pieces.  The  Venn-glorious  Glutton^ 
when  a  secret  correspondent  of  the  Tatler ;  I  say, 
such  a  one  might  easily,  as  he  proceeded  in  human 
life,  arrive  at  this  superior  strength  of  mind  at  four 
and  twenty.'  Of  this  young  writer,  and  of  his  other 
pieces,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  account. 
I  hazard  a  conjecture  that  he  might  be  Thomas  Ful- 
ler, M.  D.  a  physician,  who  died  at  Sevenoaks  in 
Kent,  Feb.  10, 1731,  and  who  published  *  Introdnctio 
ad  Sapientiam,  or  the  Right  Art  of  Thinking,  assisted 
and  improved.' 

The  letter  on  language,  education,  &c.  in  No.  234. 
was  written  by  Mr.  James  Greenwood,  author  of  an 
*  Essay  towards  a  practical  English  Grammar,'  and 
teacher  of  a  boarding-school  at  Woodford  in  Essex. 
In  1717,  he  published,  under  the  title  of  *  The  Vir- 
gin Muse,'  a  collection  of  poems  from  our  most  cele- 
brated English  poets.  He  was  also  the  author  of 
^  The  London  Vocabulary,  English  and  Latin,  &c.' 
Jt  appears  that  for  a  considerable  time  of  bis  lif<?  b^ 
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vasr  Sur-master  of  St.  Paul's  School,  in  which  ofSce 
he  Add  Sept,  12,  I737. 

These  are  the  names  of  all  the  contributors  whos^ 
writing  can  be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  pro^ 
bs4>^ity.  When  their  contributions  are  deducted,  it 
wiU  be  seen  that  the  continual  supply  of  the  work 
nested  chiefly  on  Steele.  That  he  had  however  some 
uoknowB  correspondents  whose  favours  he  admitted 
is  certain,  and  not  less  so  tliat  there  were  many  whose 
pommonications  he  thought  proper  to  reject.  In  No* 
619-  of  the  Spectator,  written  most  probably  by 
Steele,  a  design  i&  announced  of  publishing  these  re- 
jected contributions.  •  I  have  often  thought,'  says 
the  writer  of  that  paper,  *  that  if  the  several  letters 
which  are  written  to  me  under  the  character  of  Spec- 
tator, and  which  I  have  not  made  use  of,  were  pub- 
lished in  a  volume,  they  would  not  be  an  unentertain- 
iBg  collection.  TTie  variety  of  the  subjects^  styles, 
sentiments,  and  informaticHis,  which  are  transmitted 
to  me,  would  lead  a  very  curious,  or  very  idle,  reader 
insensibly  along  through  a  great  many  pages.  I  know 
some  authors  who  would  pick  up  a  secret  history  out 
of  such  materials,  and  make  a  bookseller  an  alderman 
by  the  copy.  I  shall  therefore  carefully  preserve  the 
original  papers  in  a  room  set  apart  for  that  purpose, 
to  the  end  that  they  may  be  of  service  to  posterity.* 

Such  a  work  actually  appeared  in  1725,  intitled 
*  Original  and  Genuine  Letters  sent  tou  the  Tatler 
and  Spectator,  during  the  time  these  works  were 
publishing  :  none  of  which  have  been  before  printed  ;* 
2  vols.  8vo.  The  design  of  this  work,  however,  is 
here  attributed  to  Charles  Lillie^  the  perfumer,  who 
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probably  took  the  hint  from  the  above  pfts(Mige  in  •flie 
Spectator,  and  obtained  the  manmcripts  from  Steefle  j 
who,  in  a  short  letter  prefixed  to  the  first  Tolume, 
says,  *  I  have  a  great  deal  of  business,  and  very  ill 
health,  therefore  must  desire  you  to.  excuse  me  from 
looking  over  them ;  but  if  you  take  care  that  no  per- 
son or  fiimily  is  offended  at  any  of  them,  or  any  tiling 
in  them  published  contrary  to  religion  or  good  tnan- 
ners,  you  have  my  leave  to  do  what  you  please  with 
them/ 

This  sanction  being  obtained,  Mr.  Lillie  returned 
the  compliment  in  as  handsome  a  dedication  as  he 
could  frame :  and,  in  a  long  preface  written  with 
equal  ability,  endeavours  to  recommend  these  rejected 
wares.      A  short  specimen  of  this  may,  perhaps, 
amuse  the  reader.     *  Here  are  near  three  hundred 
letters  wrote  by  as  many  different  writers,  no  two  of 
which,  though  very  near  in  their  way  of  thinking,  *tis 
probable,  so  much  as  knew  or  ever  saw  each  other: 
from  which   observation,   /  thinky   the  whole  may 
claim  the  title  of  the  dictates  of  nature.     Here  is  re- 
ligion and  morality  for  the  upright  and  the  just ; 
here  is  manners  for  the  rude,  and  a  whip  for  the  in- 
corrigible ;  here  is  sobriety  for  the  drunkard,  and 
temperance  for  the    epicure.     For  the  drolls  and 
laughers,  here  is  odd  mirth,  and  an  account  6f  whims, 
not  yet  heard  or  hardly  thought  of.    Here  is  di'ess  «nd 
fashion  for  the  gay,  and  just  satire  for  the  pretenders 
and  insipid*     If  the  avaricious  wants  gold,  here  it  is. 
If  any  man  wants  to  buy  or  sell  a  wiffe,  h6i^-he  may 
find  his  trader.     Is  any  one  jealous  ? — ^let  him  or  her 
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ready  mind,  and  coolly  digest  Nos.  87*  119.  in  the  fiFst 
volume,  and  No.  25.  in  the  second.' 

The  whole  is,  however,  a  most  wretched  farrago  of 
dulness  and  insipidity,  such  as  the  most  contemptible 
of  our  modem  periodical  publications  would  not  ad« 
mitj  but  Lillie  had  the  wisdom  to  secure  a  very 
copious  list  of  subscribers,  whose  curiosity  was  pro- 
bably excited  by  the  singular  and  not  very  modest 
attempt  to  sell  dross  at  the  price  of  pure  metal.  The 
work,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  never  reprinted,  and 
is  now  become  scarce. 

The  rival  candidates  for  popularity  during  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Tatler  were  very  numerous.     A  list  is 
given  of  thirteen,  which  made  in  all  fifty-five  publica^ 
tions  each  week.     The  superior  attractions  of  the 
Tatler  were  soon  felt  by  some  of  those,  and  excited 
all  the  hostility  of  which  they  were  capable,  but 
which  was  so  feeble,  that  while  few  years  pass  without 
an  edition  of  the  Tatler  being  printed  in  some  part 
of  the  kingdom,  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  the 
productions  of  its  contemporaries  can  be  procured* 
Among  them,  Mr.  Thomas  Baker,  the  author  of  the 
Pemale  Tatler,  laboured  hard  to  gain  fame  by  depre- 
ciating the  lucubrations  of  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  chiefly 
by  vulgar  and  personal  remarks  on  Steele's  character, 
gait,  &c.     The  hostility  of  the  authors  of  the  Ex- 
aminer is  rather  better  known.    Another  enemy  was 
a  monsieur  Bournelle,  whose  work  is  intitled,  *  Anno- 
tations on  the  Tatler  in  two  parts,'  24mo.     It  is  said 
to  have  been  originally  written  in  French,  and  trans- 
lated into  English  by  Walter  WagstafF,  esq.  17IO. 
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The  author,  however,  and  his  translator  seem  to  have 
been  one  and  the  same  person,  perhaps  Dr.  William 
Wagstaffe  ^  who  was  unfiiendly  to  Steele,  and  had 
published  a  false  and  injurious  character  of  him, 
which,  as  the  writer  of  Dr.  Wagstaffe's  life  acknow- 
ledges, *  does  indeed  want  some  apology.*  The  an- 
notator,  whoevier  he  was,  points  clearly  to  Steele  as 
the  author  of  the  Tatler :  and  his  petulant  annota- 
tions are  minute  remarks,  quaintly  expressed  in  a 
strain  of  coarse  irony  and  undisguised  malignity,  with 
siich  a  mixture  of  the  sort  of  wit  that  is  nearest  allied 
to  madness,  as  sufficiently  justifies  Steele's  imputation 
of  insanity  in  No.  79.  There  are,  however,  some 
passages  in  both  parts  of  the  book  less  obnoxious  to 
this  general  censure,  that  might  incline  one  to  think 
the  writer  a  distant  kinsman  of  the  Stafis^  in  conse- 
quence of  the  left  hand  favours  of  some  open-hearted 
woman  of  the  family  \ 

But  if  Steele  had  his  enemies,  he  had  also  his  imita- 
tors, whose  performances,  however,  are  now  little 
known.  One,  indeed,  by  assuming  the  name  and  cha- 
racter erf  Tatler  and  Bickerstaff,  endeavoured  to  gain 
the  more  particular  notice  of  the  public,  and  had  some 
claims  to  it.  Stede's  Tatler  terminated  Jan.  2,  I7IO, 
and  on  the  ISth  of  the  same  month  appeared  the  first 

s  Or^  as  some  think,  Oldisworth,  an  *  uncter-spur-leathepy'  and  a  coxr 
comb,  as  Swift  calls  him,  who  was  also  a  writer  in  the  Exanoner,  and  a 
poet  of  some  note  in  his  time.  In  Pope's  admirable  letter  to  lord  Bur- 
lington, Lintot,  the  bookseller,  is  made  to  testify  of  him,  *  I'll  say  that  of 
Oldisworth  (though  I  lost  by  his  Timothy^s),  he  translates  an  ode  of  Horace 
the  quickest  of  any  man  in  England.' 

k  Tatler,  No*  79.  notes. 
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smniher  0f  whtrt^Ma  be^n  since  cailed  the  Sfwimis  '^uU 
kr.f  wffichwsas  ccmducted  bjrSwift  and  the  *  little  H^rri- 
h&d*  ahieady  mentioned,  of  ivhom  he  speaks  with  much 
contempt  in  ibis  Journal  to  Stella :  *  I  am  setting  up 
anew  Tafler— ^little  Harrison.  Others  iMave  put  him 
4m  it,  and  1  encourage  Inm  ^  and  he  was  with  me  this 
jmorning  and  evening,  showing  me  his  first,  which 
i:omes  out  on  Saturday.  I  doubt  he  will  not  succeed, 
ibr  I  do  not  much  approve  his  manner ;  but  the 
scheme  is  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John's  and  mine,  arid 
would  have  done  well  enough  in  good  hands.  I  re- 
commended him  to  a  printer,  whom  I  sent  for,  and 
4iettled  the  <m^ter  between  them  this  evening.  Harris 
eon  has  just  left  me,  arid  I  am  tired  with  correcting 
jus  trash.' 

Six  numbers  of  this  new  Tafler  are  with  tolerable 
certainty  attributed  to  Swift,  but  there  are  Swiftiana 
in  many  others.  The  first  number,  chiefly,  if  not 
entirely,  from  his  pen,  is  an  ingenious  though  some- 
what impudent  imposition  on  the  public,  which  pre- 
tends to  account  for  Bickeirstaff  ^s  resuming  his  func- 
tions. Nos.  a.  and  20.  were  published  by  Dr.  Hawkes- 
worth  in  Swift's  Works ;  but  it  is  singular  that  the 
former  of  these  should  have  escaped  the  ahimadver- 
&6n  of  Hawkesworth's  purer  morals.  No.  28.  is  as- 
serted  to  be  Swift's  by  the  authors  of  the  notes  on 
the  Tatler,  who  observe  *  that  his  account  of  himself, 
under  the  feigned  name  of  Hiereics,  is  so  arrogant 
and  vain,  that  a  transcript  of  it  hi^re  would  be.cen- 
isured  as  invidious.'  Nos.  6.  and  24.  are  pirinted  as 
Swift's  in  the  Supplement  to  his  Works,  3  vols.  1779, 
and  in  the  late  very  splendid  and  correct  edition  of 
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his  Vorks  by  the  editor  of  that  Supplement.  Harri- 
son, however,  was  the  principal  author :  afid  among 
the  inferior  assistants  wafe  SeWell,  a  physician,  of  Whotti 
I  have  received  the  following  account,  written  by  the 
late  George  Stevens,  esq. :  Dr.  George  Sewell  (whose 
name  is  joined  with  that  of  Mr.  Pope  in  a  duodecimo 
edition  of  Shakspeare)  followed  his  profession  with 
some  degree  of  success,  after  he  had  retired  to  Hamp- 
stead  J  but  three  other  physicians  being  soon  settled 
in  the  place,  his  profits  at  last  became  very  inconsider- 
able.  He  kept  no  house,  but  was  a  boarder.  He 
was  much  esteemed,  and  so  frequently  invited  to  the 
tables  of  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  he  had 
seldom  occasion  to  dine  at  home.  An  ancient  inhabit- 
ant of  Hampstead,  now  living,  was  present  at  his 
funeral.  He  was  supposed  to  be  very  indigent  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  as  he  was  interred,  on  the  12th  of 
February  1726,  in  the  meanest  manner,  his  cojQBn 
being  little  better  than  those  allotted  by  the  parish  to 
their  poor  who  are  buried  from  the  workhouse  j  nei- 
ther did  a  single  friend  or  relation  attend  him  to  the 
grave.  No  memorial  was  placed  over  his  remains ; 
but  they  lie  just  under  a  holly-tree  which  formed  a 
part  of  a  hedgerow  that  was  once  the  boundary  of 
the  church-yard.  A  farther  account  will  be  given 
in  the  preface  to  the  Spectator.  This  Tatler,  which 
upon  the  whole  has  but  Kttle  merit,  and  is  very  am- 
biguous as  to  moral  tendency,  consists  of  fifty-two 
papers,  ending  May  19,  1710>  nearly  three  months 
after  the  commencement  of  the  Spectator,  of  which 
paper  a  sneering  notice  is  taken  in  No.  26.  It  im- 
posed on  the  world  so  far  as  to  be  printed  at  least 
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three  times,  as  the  Jifth  voltune  of  the  Tatler.  JT 
Jiave  not,  however,  seen  any  edition  of  later  date  than 
1727,  and  I  belieye  it  never  was  printed  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  genuine  work. 

The  sale  of  the  Tatler,  according  to  all  accounts, 
was  vefy  extensive,  an^  must  have  been  a  source  of 
great  emolument  to  Steele.  The  &st  four  number^ 
we  are  told,  were  given  gratis  *,  and  the  price  was  then 
fixed  at  a  penny,  which  was  doubled  afterwards.  The 
^ize,  folio,  ^  half-sheet  printed  on  both  sides,  and  de- 
serving the  character  which  an  angry  correspondent 
jn  Np.  160.  gives  it,  *  tobacco-paper  and  scurvy  let- 
ter/ They  were,  however,  when  collected  in  volumes^ 
reprinted  in  royal  octavo,  and  large  letter,  at  one 
guinea  per  volume  j  and  a  mo§t  numerous  list  of  suhr 
8criber$i,  *  the  greatest:  beauties  and  wits  in  the  whole 
Island  of  Great  Britain,'  engaged  to  take  the  work  at 
that  unprecedented  price '',  These  very  generous 
subscriptions  are  hiandsomely  acknowledged  by  Steely 
in  No.  162.  The  splendid  octavo  edition  was  fol- 
lowed by  another  in  12mo  *  on  a  neat  Elzevir  letter,* 

^  The  first  four  numbers  of  the  original  folio  were  '  printed  for  the 
puthor ;'  the  cemaining  numbers  f  80I4  by  John  Morphea,  near  Stationers* 
Hall,  where  advertisements  are  taken  in.'  When  collected  into  volumes^ 
they  were  *  to  be  delivered  to  subscribers  by  Charles  Lillie,  perfumer,  at 
the  cocner  of  Beaufort  Buildings,  in  the  Strand,  and  John  Morphew,  near 
Stationers'  Hall.'  But  they  are  entered  in  Stationers^  Hall  as  the  sole 
property,  in  folio,  octayo,  twelves,  and  all  othe^  volumes  whatever,  of 
John  Nutt. 

^  *  To  print  by  ^ubseription  was,  for  some  time,  a  practice  peculiar  ^o  th^ 
English.  The  first  considerable  work,  for  which  this  expedient  was  em- 
ployed, is  sud  to  have  been  Dryden^  Virgil ;  and  it  had  been  tried  again 
with  great  success  when  the  Tatlecs  were  collected  into  volumes.'  John* 
8on*s  Life  of  Pope. 
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a  very  beautiful  book,  and,  like  the  others  printed  iqi 
the  same  year,  very  accurate.  The  papers  were  in 
general  corrected  by  the  authors,  with  some,  but  few, 
omissions  and  additions. 

Steele's  manner  of  taking  leave  of  the  public,  ists 
Mr.  Bkkerstqffl  is  characteristic  and  not  ungraceful. 
^  The  general  pupose  of  the  whole,'  it  is  said  in  the 
last  paper,  *has  been  to  recommend  truth,  innocence, 
honour  and  virtue,  as  the  chief  ornaments  of  life ;  but 
J  considered  that  severity  of  manners  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  him  who  would  censure  others,  and  foi» 
that  reason,  and  that  only,  chose  to  talk  in  a  mask. 
I  shall  not  carry  my  humility  so  far  as  to  call  myself 
a  vicious  man  ;  but  at  the  same  time  must  confess  my 
life  is  at  best  but  pardonable.  And  with  a  greater 
character  than  this,  a  man  would  make  but  an  indif- 
ferent progress  in  attacking  prevailing  and  fashionable 
vices,  which  Mr.  Bickerstaff  has  done  with  a  freedom 
pf  spirit,  that  would  have  lost  both  its  beauty  an4 
efljcacy  had  it  been  pretended  to  by  Mr.  Steele.' 

From  a  scarce  pamphlet  in  the  Lq^mbeth  library 
supposed  to  be  written  by  Gay,  ^ye  have  authority  tQ 
add,  that  Steele's  disappearing  was  bewailed  as  some 
general  calamity  :  every  one  wanted  sq  agreeable  ai^ 
spiusement :  and  the  coffee-houses  began  to  be  sensi^ 
bl^  that  his  lucubrations  alone  had  brought  then\ 
ijiore  custoniers  thaq  lall  theif  othef  newspapersi  m\% 
together.  I^eyer  man  threw  up  his  pen  under  stronger 
temptations  to  have  employed  it  longer  j  for  his  re- 
putation was  at  a  greater  height,  says  this  writer,  than 
ever  any  living  author's  was  before  him.  There  was^ 
th^s  difference  between  him  and  iiU  the  yeat  of  th§ 
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polite  and  gallant  authors  of  the  time  ;  the  latter  en- 
deavoured to  please  the  age  by  falling  in  with  them, 
and  encouraging  them  in  their  fashionable  vices,  and 
false  notions  of  things.  It  would  have  been  a  jest 
some  time  since,  for  a  man  to  have  asserted  that  any 
thing  witty  could  be  said  in  praise  of  a  married  state; 
or  that  devotion  and  virtue  were  any  way  necessary 
to  the  character  of  a  fme  gentleman.  Bickerstatf 
ventured  to  tell  the  town,  that  they  were  a  parcel  of 
fops,  fools,  and  vain  coquettes  :  but  in  such  a  manner, 
as  even  pleased  them,  and  made  them  more  than  half- 
inclined  to  believe  that  he  spoke  truth  K 

From  the  same  authority,  we  are  told,  that  several 
of  those  letters  which  came  from  unknown  hands  to 
the  editor  of  the  Tatler,  were  written  by  Anthony 
Henley ;  he  is  said  to  have  been  likewise  a  contribu** 
tor  to  the  Spurious  Tatler^  and  wrote  at  least  one 
pi^er  in  the  Medley,  of  which  some  account  will  be 
given  in  the  preface  to  the  Guardian^ 


*  'The  Present  State  of  Wit,'  reprinted  in  the  two  last  editions  of 
Swift's  Works. 
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Ko.  I.    TUESDAY,  April  12,  ]709>* 

Quieqtud  aguni  kominei — 

•—  notiri  eti  farrago  UbeUu        Juv«  Sat  1.  85,  86, 

Whatever  men  ^y  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


*  Though  the  other  papers,  which  are  published  for 
the  use  of  the  good  people  of  England,  have  certainly 
very  wholesome  effects,   and  are  laudable  in  their 

•  The  title  of  this  paper,  it  is  said  here,  wasinvented  in  honour  of  tlie 
lair  sexs  it  is  fit  therefore  that  it  should  be  left  entirely  to  their  jurisdic- 
tion. The  well-imagined  character  of  the  conductor  of  the  paper  was  the 
creature  of  Steele's  fine  fiuicy  for  the  equal  benefit  of  both  sexes;  and 
conceived  and  supported  throughout  with  curious  felicity,  in  a  manner 
hig^y  conducive  to  the  intellectual  improvement  and  moral  refinement  of 
hiff  countrymen.  Having  happily  devised  an  original  character  and  offlBc^ 
auffidenUy  dignified  and  interesting,  Steele  assumed  both  die  name  and 
surname  of  a  real  person,  said  to  have  been  about  that  time  a  resident  ia 
London.  Swift  had  made  fi-ee  with  them  before,  and  whunsically  adopted 
them,  merely  for  a  laughable  purpose.  From  him  it  was  that  Steele  bor- 
rowed them  for  a  more  laudable  puipoee,  as  be  handsomely  acknowledges 
in  his  prefiioe  to  the  fourdi  volume  of  this  woric,  where  he  has  likewise 
pointed  out  some  of  Swift's  least  obnoxious  contributions  to  the  Tatler. 
Certainly  there  were  others  which  Swift  afibcted  to  conceal,  and  would  not 
disclose  to  his  most  intimate  companions. 

Considering  what  is  said  in  Steele's  dedication  of  The  Drummer  to  Con- 
greve,  we  may  well  admit  in  its  greatest  latitude  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Hckell,  who  has  left  it  on  record,  that  Steele  began  and  concluded 
the  Tatler  without  the  concurrence  of  Addison.  The  great  obligations  of 
this  yfotk  to  thai  writer  are  acknowledged  with  ample  and  generous  juf- 

*  Steslx's*  V 

VOL.  L  B 
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particular  kinds,  they  do  not  seem  to  come  up  to  the 
main  design  of  such  narrations,  which,  I  humbly  pre- 
sume,  should  be  principally  intended  for  the  use  of 
politic  persons,  who  are  so  public-spirited  as  to  ne- 
glect their  own  affairs  to  look  into  transactions  of 
state.  Now  these  gentlemen,  for  the  most  part, 
being  persons  of  strong  zeal  and  weak  intellects,  it 

tice,  in  the  fine-turned  compliments  pud  to  bim  by  Steele  in  tbe  preface 
above-mentioned.  We  know  likewise,  on  Steele's  authority,  that  these 
papers  contain  many  of  Addison's  pleasantries  and  oblique  strokes,  which 
would  never  have  come  into  day-light  but  voider  the  shelter  of  Bicker- 
staff's  name,  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  if  that  prudent  man  could  not 
have  relied  entirely  on  the  inviolable  friendship  and  secrecy  of  Bickerstaff's 
creator,  who  suffered  himself  patiently  to  be  traduced  and  calumniated  for 
them.  Addison  was  unquestionably  an  able,  an  useful,  and  the  principal 
auxiliary ;  but  this  annotator  thinks  it  needless  to  make  any  apolog}'  for  his 
having  considered  Steele,  throughoiit  the  whole  course  of  these  el^aiit 
writings,  as  the  rightfiil  chief  aad  head  of  the  Staffs.  It  was  Steele  wlio 
first  enlisted  Ad^on,  and  all  the  worthies  of  the  Staffian  family,  in  the 
entelrtailMient  and  service  (^  tbeor  countiy.  It  was  he,  whose  fruitful 
genius  and  unbounded  philanthropy  contrived  to  incorporate  them  into  a 
BU>st  benefidal  sock(^,  endowed  them  with  advantages  never  thought  of 
befere,  and  directed  and  supported  them  with  address  and  abiEty,  m  the 
pronotioB  of  knowledge  and  taste^  of  virtue  and  rdigioii.  He  it  certanufy 
wMf,  who  by  hb  own  unrenutted  exertiensy  aad  at  hh  cmm  eipeoK  and 
fmaaak  luaard»  for  a  course  of  years  rendered  them  signally  sernceoble  to 
thdr  eoBtemporaiies^  and  special  benefactors  to  their  posterity^  as  tlicjr 
eoaftinietobe  at  this  day;  when  tbeir  wiitings  are  still  likely  to  be,  while 
our  hu^gm^  temaism,  *  amoqg  the  first  biNdu  by  whidi  both  sexes  ate 
^initinled  in  the  degances  of  knowledge.' 

Even  with  regard  t»  the  many  excdlent  performances  ia  the  coarse  of 
liMBe  papers,  of  whidi  Steele  was  not  himself  the  author,  as  th^  wodhd 
not  haw  sten  the  l%ht  but  by  the  means  of  his  coBitrivawe  and  piihlicatioBS, 
and  has  le^  and  address  ia  conducting  them,  the  pnfaiic  was  then  and  is 
now  nukbted  to  fannfor  their  benefits;  and  whatever  Steele  aightewe  to 
AKidhm^and  dther  writea,  whom  fceprobdbly  paid,  and.ov«spaiilwidihk 
usual  generosity,  certainly  we  owe  to  Steele  what  waaonpnid^  written  Igr 
Addison  and  them.  Dt.  Johnson's  pleaemg  nbacrvatiDns  on  this  work  it 
wouAd  be  in^proper  to  transcribe,,  and  unpleasant  to  censure.  The  reader 
iBBjr  consult  the  doeHor'a  instructive  and  entertaining  accoont  in  hn  Lib 
«f  Addison.  A  general  refeccBce  ta  it  is  all  that  is  neonsniy  here;  some 
•few  littlemistidces  and  inaecnrasies  in.  it»  so  far  as  the  flhHtradon  of  these 
papers  renders  it  requisite,  will  be  sufficiently  obviated,  as  occasions  serve, 
in  the  course  of  the  following  notes. 
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is  both  a  charitable  and  neces^ry  work  to  offer  some- 
thing, whereby  such  worthy  and  welLaflfected  mem- 
bers of  the  commonwealth  may  be  instructed,  after 
their  reading,  what  to  think ;  which  shall  be  the  end 
and  purpose  of  thid  my  paper,  wherein  I  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  report  and  consider  all  matters  of  what 
kind  soever  that  shall  occur  to  me,  and  publish  such 
my  advices  and  reflections  every  Tuesday,  Thursday^ 
and  Saturday  in  the  week,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
post  I  resolve  to  have  something  which  may  be  of 
entertainment  to  the  fair  sex,  in  honour  of  whom  I 
have  invented  ^  the  title  of  this  paper.  I  therefore 
earnestly  desire  all  persons,  without  distinction,  ta 
take  it  in  for  the  present  gratis^  and  hereafter  at  the 
price  of  one  penny,  forbidding  all  hawkers  to  take 
more  for  it  at  their  peril*  And  I  desire  all  persons  to 
consider,  that  I  am  at  a  very  great  charge  for  pn^er 
materials  for  thi^work,  as  well  as  that,  before  I  reserved 
upon  it,  I  had  settled  a  Qorrespondence  in  all  parts  of 
the  known  and  knowing  world.  And  forasmuch  sa 
this  globe  is  not  trodden  upon  by  mere  drudges  of  busi- 
ness only,  but  that  men  of  spirit  and  genius  are  justly 
to  be  esteemed  as  considerable  agents  in  it,  we  shall 
noty  upon  a  dearth  of  news,  present  you  with  musty 
forei^  edicts,  or  dull  proclamations,  but  shall  divide 
our  relation  of  the  passages  which  occur  in  action  or 
discourse  throughout  this  town,  as  well  as  elsewhere^ 
under  such  dates  of  places  as  may  prepare  you  for 
the  matter  you  are  to  expect  in  the  following  man- 
ner: 

*  All  accounts  of  gallantry,  pleasure,  and  enter- 
tainment, shall  be  under  the  article  of  White's  Cho- 
cokte-house  ^  }^  poetry,  under  that  of  Will's  Gofiee- 

^  taken.    Original  T. 

«  White's  Chocolate-house  was  then  lower  down  in  St.  JamesVstreet, 
than  at  present,  and  on  the  other  side. 
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house'';  learning,  under  the  tide  of  Grecian •;  foreign 
and  domestic  news,  you  will  have  from  St.  James's 
Coflfee-house ;  and  what  else  I  have  to  offisr  on  any 
other  subject  shall  be  dated  from  my  own  apartment. 

*  I  once  more  desire  my  reader  to  consider,  that  as 
I  cannot  keep  an  ingenious  man  to  go  daily  to  Will's 
under  two-^nce  each  day,  merely  for  his  charges ;. 
to  White*^s  under  six-pence  j  nor  to  the  Grecian^ 
without  allowing  him  some  plain  Spanish^  to  be  as 
able  as  othars  at  die  learned  table  ;  and  that  a  good 
observer  cannot  speak  with  even  Kidney^  at  St,. 
James's  without  clean  Unen ;  I  say,  these  consider- 
atiops^  writ  I  hope,  make  all  persons  willing  to  com- 
ply with  my  humble  request  (when  my  gratis  stock  is 
exhausted)  of  a  penny  a  piece  ;  especially  since  they 
are  sure  of  some  proper  amusement,  and  that  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  want  means  to  entertain  them,, 
havi^,,  besides  the  force  of  my  own  parts,  the  power 
of  divination^  and  that  I  can,  by  casting  a  figure,  tell 
ypu  all  that  will  happen  before  it  comes  to  pass. 

*  But  this  last  faculty  I  shall  use  very  sparingly,, 
and  speak '  but  of  few  things  until  they  are  passed,^ 


^  *  WOls'  CoSee^aoBevns  on  the  north  side  of  Rtnsel-street  m* Cogent 
Garden,  ^here  the  wits  of  that  time  used  to  assemlrfe,  andwher^  Dryden> 
had,  when  he  liyed,  been  accustomed  to  preside.*  Johnson's  *  Lives/  &c» 
▼ol.  iv.  p.  15,  Svo.  ed.  1781. — ^And  where,  it  may  be  added,  he  was  once 
severely  cudgelled^ — ^Wood,  Alh.  Oxon.  II.  p.  804. 

*  Mr.  Dryden  ^it  tons  lesi  jours  dans  ee  caffS,  ou  il  se  rendoit  un  nom- 
bre  considerable  de  gens  d'epee  poetes  et  beaux  esprits.  Get  auteur  par- 
loit-1^  fort  librement  de  ses  ouvrages  et  de  ceux  d'autruiw  Dans  ses  dis- 
cours  et  dans  ses  ecrits  il  affectoit  un  grand  mepris  pour  les  poetes  Franconv 
qa'il  pilloit  n^anmoins  impitoiablement.'— Le  Babillard. 

«  The  Grecian  was,,  and  still  is,  in  Devereux-court  in  the  Strand;  pro- 
bably the  most  ancient  coflbe-house  in  or  about  London.    In  1652  an 
English  Turkey^merchant  brought  home  with  him  a  Greek  servant,  who. 
first  opened  a  house  for  making  and  selling  tpfSse, 

'  Kidney  was  one  of  the  waiters  at  St  James's  Coffeee-houie.  See 
Nos.  10.  26.  &c. 

K  Not  apeak  of  any  thin^  till  it  is  passed.    Original  T. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.l.  THE  TATLER-  S 


^or  fear  ^  of  divulging  matters  which  may  offend  oar 
superiors  */ 

WHIT£*«  CHOCOLATB-HOUflE,  APBIL  7.   . 

The  depl(^able  condition  of  a  very  pretty  gentlie- 
inan,  who  walks  here  at  the  hours  when  men  of  qua* 
lity  first  appear,  is  what  is  very  much  lamented.  His 
iiistory  is,  That,  on  the  ninth  of  September  1705, 
being  in  his  one-and-twentieth  year,  he  was  washing 
his  teeth  at  a  tavern  window  in  Pall  Mail,  when  a  fine 
equipage  passed  by,  and  in  it  a  young  lady  who 
looked  up  at  him ;  away  goes  the  coach,  and  the  young 
•gentleman  pulled  ofi^  his  night-cap,  and  instead  of 
rubbing  his  gums,  as  he  ought  to  do,  out  of  the  win- 
dow until  about  four  of  the  clock,  sits  him  down,  and 
spoke  not  a  word  until  twelve  at  night ;  after  which 
he  began  to  inquire  if  any  body  knew  the  lady.— 

'  The  company  asked  what  lady  ?  but  he  said  no  more, 
until  they  broke  up  at  six  in  the  morning.  'Ail  the 
ensuing  winter  he  went  from  church  to  church  every 
Sunday,  and  from  play-house  to  play-house  every 
night  in  the  week ;  but  could  never  find  the  original 
of  the  picture  which  dwelt  in  his  bosom.     In  a  word, 

^  his  attention  to  any  thing  but  his  passion  was  utterly 
_gone.  He  has  lost  all  the  money  he  ever  played  for, 
and  been  confuted  in  every  argument  he  has  entered 
upon,  since  the  moment  he  first  saw  her.  He  is  of  a 
noble  family,  has  naturally  a  very  good  air,  and  is  of 
a  frank  honest  temper :  but  this  passion  has  so  ex- 
tremely mauled  him^  that  his  features  are  set  and 

^  In  justice  to  Steele^  it  ought  to  be  observed  bere,  that  no  undue  sel- 
BshnesSy  or  fear  of  offending  sttperiars,  ever  restrained  him  from  spec^king 
an4  publishing  freely,  when  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty.  See  Guardian, 
No.  S3,  passim,  which  contains  a  spirited  and  unanswerable  apology  for 
^some  parts  of  Steele's  conduct  and  writings.  <  Alas !  *  says  he,  *  what  is 
there  in  all  the  gratifications  of  sense,  the  accommodations  of  vanity,  or 
any  thing  that  fortune  can  give  to  ple^ise  a  human  soul,  when  they  are  put 
in  competition  with  the  interests  of  truth  and  liberty  ?*  &c*     Ibidem^ 

1  The  same  introduction  was  prefixed  to  Nos,  2.  and  3. 
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iaiuqforined»  and  bis  whole  visage  is  deadened,  by  a 
long  absence  of  thought.  He  never  appears  in  any 
^  alacrity  but  when  raised  by  wine ;  at  which  time  he 
i^  sure  to  come  hither>  and  throw  away  a  great  deid 
of  wit  on  fellows  who  have  no  sense  farther  than 
just  to  observe,  that  our  poor  Lover  has  most  under- 
standing when  he  is  drunk,  and  is  least  in  his  senses 
when  he  is  sober  \ 

The  reader  is  desired  to  take  notice  of  the  article 
from  this  place  from  time  tp  time,  for  I  design  to  be 
v^  exact  in  tlie  progress  this  uQhappy  gentleman 
makes,  which  may  be  of  great  instruction  to  all  who 
actually  are,  or  who  ever  shall  be,  in  love. 

will's  coffee-house,  APRIL  8. 

O^  Thursday  last  was  acted  ^  for  the  benelGit  of  Mr. 
Betterton^  the  celebrated  comedy  called  *  Love  for 
Love"/     Those  excellent  players,  Mrs.  Barry  %  Mrs. 


^  Edward  Lord  ^nscount  Hincfaiobrokey  mentioned  afterwards  u^der  tfce 
nao^e  of  Cynthio.  He  died  in  the  life-time  of  his  father,  pet.  3,  1722. 
See  Nos.  5.  22.  and  Lover,  No.  38. 

1  Colley  Gibber  acknowledges,  that  sir  Richard  Steele  did  the  stage  very 
considerable  service,  led  the  town  to  their  plays,  and  f^ed  their  houses, 
fay  the  force  and  mfluence  of  his  Tatlers.  He  adds  too,  that  \t  was  In 
truth  a  real  sense  of  these  obligations,  and  sir  Richard's  assopng  them 
that  they  should  be  continued,  that  first  and  chiefly  inclined  them  to  invite 
him  to  share  the  profits  of  their  labours.— G.  Gibber's  Life,  vol.  iL  p.  66. 
Steele  bad  no  share  in  the  mauagement  of  the  jdayhouse  in  Drury-lai^e 
for  several  years  after  this  time.  His  patent  as  governor  is  dated  Jan.  19, 
1714-15,  1  Geo.  L 

™  By  W.  Gongreve.  Published  in  qu^to,  1695.  The  theatre  and 
company  iu  Lincoln's-Inn  fields  opened  with  this  play,  whTch  met  with  so 
much  success,  that  Betterton  and  the  other  managers  made  an  ofkr  to  the 
author,  which  he  accepted,  of  a  whole  share  with  them  in  their  profits,  on 
condition  of  his  furnishing  them  with  a  new  play  every  year.  The  cha* 
racter  of  Foresight  in  this, play  was  then  no  uncommon  one,  Dryden  cid- 
culated  nativities ;  Gromwell  and  king  William  had  their  lucky  days;  and 
Shaftesbury  himself,  though  he  had  no  religion,  is  said  to  have  r^arded 
predictions. 

^  Mrs.  Barry  on  this  occasion  spoke  an  epilogue,  written  by  Mr.  Rowe, 
and  printed  in  his  works. 
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Bracegirdle,  and  Mr.  Dogget,  though  not  at  present 
concerned  in  the  house,  acted  on  that  occasion. 
There  has  not  been  known  so  great  a  concourse  of 
persons  of  distinction  as  at  that  time ;  the  i^ge 
itself  was  covered  with  gentlemen  and  ladies,  and 
when  the  curtain  was  drawn,  it  discovered  even  there 
a  very  splendid  audience.  This  unusual  encourage- 
ment, which  was  given  to  a  play  for  the  advantage 
of  so  great  an  actor,  gives  an  undeniable  instance^ 
that  the  true  relish  for  manly  entertainments  and  ra- 
_tional  pleasures  is  not  wholly  lost.  All  the  parts 
were  acted  to  perfection  :  the  actoi^  were  careful  of 
their  carriage,  and  no  one  was  guilty  of  the  affecta-. 
tion  to  insert  witticisms  of  his  own ;  but  a  due  re- 
spect was  had  to  the  audience  for  encouraging  this 
accomplished  player.  It  is  not  now  doubted  but 
plays  will  revive,  and  take  their  usual  place  in  the 
opinion  of  persons  of  wit  and  merit,  notwithstanding 
their  late  apostacy  in  favour  of  dress  and  sound. 
This  place  is  very  much  altered  since  Mr.  Dryden 
frequented  it:  where  you  used  to  see  songs,  epi- 
N  grams,  and  satires  in  the  hands  of  every  man  you 
_  met,  you  have  now  only  a  pack  of  cards ;  and  in- 
stead of  the  cavils  about  the  turn  of  the  expres^on^ 
the  elegance  of  the  style,  and  the  like,  the  learned 
now  dispute  only  about  the  truth  of  the  game.  But, 
however  the  company  is  altered,  all  have  shown  a 
great  respect  for  Mr!  Betterton :  and  the  very  gam- 
ing part  of  this  house  have  been  so  touched  with  a 
sense  of  the  uncertainty  of  human  afiairs  (which 
alter  with  themselves  every  moment),  that  in  this 
gentleman  they  pitied  Mark  Anthony  of  Rome, 
Hamlet  of  Denmark,  Mithridates  of  Pontus,  Theo- 
dosius  of  Greece,  and  Henry  the  Eighth  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  well  known  he  has  been  in  the  condition 
of  each  of  those  illustrious  pers^mages  for  several 
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hours  together,  and  behaved  himself  in  those  high 
stations,  in  all  the  dianges  of  the  scene,  with  suit- 
able dignity.  For  these  reasons,  we  intend  to  repeat 
this  late  favour  to  him  on  a  proper  occasion,  lest  he, 
who  can  instruct  us  so  well  in  personating  feigned 
sorrows^  should  be  lost  to  us  by  suflering  under  real 
ones*.  The  town  is  at  present  in  very  great  expect- 
ation of  seeing  a  comedy'  now  in  rehearsal,  which 
is  the  twenty-fifth  production  of  my  honoured  friend 
Mr.  Thomay  D*Urfey ;  who,  besides  his  great  abili- 
ties in  the  dramatic,  has  a  peculiar  talent  in  the  lyric 
way  of  writing,  and  that  with  a  manner  wholly  new 
said  unknown  to  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans^ 
wherein  he  is  but  faintly  imitated  in  the  translations 
of  the  modem  Italian  Operas. 

ST.  JAHES'S  COFFSE-HOUSE^  AFBIL  11. 

Letters  from  the  Hague  of  the  l6th  say,  that 
major-general  Cadogan  was  gone  to  Brussels,  with 
orders  to  disperse  proper  instructions  for  assembling 
tiie  whole  force  of  the  allies  in  Flanders  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  month.  The  late  offers  con- 
ceming  peace  were  made  in  the  style  of  persons  who 
think  themselves  upon  equal  terms ;  but  the  allies 
have  so  just  a  sense  of  their  present  advantages,  that 

•  TbcMnaa  B^torton»  justly  esteemed  the  Roecks  of  bk  ag^  wu  bora  in 
1635,  came  upon  the  stage  in  1656,  and  contmued  on  it  with  great  reputa- 
tion more  than  fifty  years.  He  died  April  28, 1710.  There  is  a  mezzotinto 
by  Williams,  which.  Gibber  says,  *  resemble^  him  extremely;*  and  a  fine 
picture  of  him  by  Pope,  in  the  possession  of  the  earl  of  Mansfield.  Sir 
Richard  Steele,  who  attended  his  funeral,  published  a  paper  ta  his  memory 
an  the  Tader.— See  No.  167. 

'  P  The  Modem  Prophets^  a  Comedy,  quarto,  1709. — See  Tatler,  Nos,  1 1, 
and  45. 

Mr.  D*Drfey  obtained  his  greatest  reputation  by  a  peculiar  happy  takat 
for  writing  irregular  odes,  witty  catches,  satires,  and  songs  of  humour, 
suited  to  the  spirit  of  the  times,  which  he  sung  in  a  lively  and  entertaining 
nuumer.-i^See  Guardian,  Nos.  29.  and  67. 
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they  will  not  admit  of  a  treaty,  except  France  o£fers 
what  is  more  suitable  to  her  present  condition.     At 
the  same  time  we  make  preparations  as  if  we  were 
alarmed  by  a  greater  force  than  that  which  we  are 
carrying  into  the  field.     Thus  this  point  seems  now 
to  be  argued  sword  in  hand.    This  was  what  a  great 
general^  alluded  to,  when,  being  asked  the  names  of 
those  who  were  to  be  plenipotentiaries  for  the  ensu* 
ing  peace,  he  answered  with  a  serious  air,  *  There, 
are  about  an  hundred  thousand  of  us/     Mr.  Kidney', 
who  has  the  ear  of  the  greatest  politicians  that  come 
hither,  tells  me,  there  is  a  mail  come  in  to-day  with 
letters,  dated  Hague,  April  the  19th,  N.S.  which 
say,  a  design  of  bringing  part  of  our  troops  into  the 
field  at  the  latter  end  of  this  month  is  now  altered 
to  a  resolution  of  marching  towards  the  camp  about 
the  20th  of  the  next.     Prince  Eugene  was  then  re- 
turned thither  from  Amsterdam.     He  sets  out  from 
Brussels  on  Tuesday ;  the  greater  number  of  the  ge- 
neral officers  at  the  Hague  have  orders  to  go  at  the 
same  time.     The  squadron  at  Dunkirk  consists  of 
seven  vessels.     There  happened  the  other  day,  in 
the  road  of  Scheveling,  an  engagement  between  a 
privateer  of  Zealand  and  one  of  Dunkirk.     The 
Dunkirker,   carrying  thirty-three  pieces  of  cannon, 
was  taken  and  brought  into  the  Texel.     It  is  said  the 
courier  of  Monsieur  Rouille  is  returned  to  him  from 
the  court  of  France.     Monsieur  Vandosme,  being 
reinstated  in  the  favour  of  the  duchess  of  Burgundy, 
is  to  command  in  Flanders. 

Mr.  Kidney  added,  that  there  were  letters  of  the 
17th  from  Ghent,  which  give  an  account  that  the 
enemy  had  formed  a  design  to  surprise  two  battalions 


<l  The  duke  of  Marlborough. 

'  The  waiter  at  St.  James's  Coffee-house*  See  p.  4.  note. 
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of  the  allies  which  lay  at  Alost ;  but  those  battalions 
received  advice  of  their  march,  and  retired  to  Den- 
dermond.  Lieutenant-general  Wood  appeared  on 
this  occasion  at  the  head  of  five  thousand  foot  and 
one  thousand  horse,  upon  which  the  enemy  with- 
drew without  making  any  farther  attempt. 

FBOM  3CT  OWff  A7ABTMSKT. 

I  AM  sorry  I  am  obliged  to  trouble  the  public  with 
so  much  discourse  upon  a  matter  which  I  at  the  very 
first  mentioned  as  a  trifle,  viz.  the  death  of  Mr. 
Partridge',  under  whose  name  there  is  an  almanac 
come  out  for  the  year  1709 ;  in  one  page  of  which 
it  is  asserted  by  the  said  John  Partridge,  that  he  is 
still  living,  and  not  only  so,  but  that  he  was  also 
living  some  time  before,  and  even  at  the  instant 
when  I  writ  of  his  death.  I  have  in  another  place, 
and  in  a  paper  by  itself,  suflSciently  convinced  this 
man  that  he  is  dead,  and,  if  he  has  any  shame,  I  do 
not  doubt  but  that  by  this  time  he  owns  it  to  all  his 
acquaintance  j  for  though  the  legs  and  arms  and 
whole  body  of  that  man  may  still  appear,  and  per- 
form their  animal  functions,  yet  since,  as  I  have 
elsewhere  observed,  his  heart  is  gone,  the  man  is 
gone.  I  am,  as  I  said,  concerned  that  this  little 
matter  should  make  so  much  noise  j  but  since  I  am 
engaged,  I  take  myself  obliged  in  honour  to  go  on 

«  Dr,  Swift,  in  his  Predictions  for  1 708,  foretold  that  Partridge,  the  al- 
manac-maker, would  infallibly  die  on  the  2dth  of  March,  about  eleven  at 
night,  of  a  raging  fever.  The  wits  resolved  to  support  this  predictioa,  and 
uniformly  insisted  that  Partridge  actually  died  at  l^t  time, — See  TsUer, 
No8.  7.  11.  35.  and  44.  and  lord  Orrery's  Remar)cs  on  the  IMe  and  Writ- 
ings of  Swift,  p.  62. 

'  The  inquisition  in  Portugal  was  pleased  in  their  great  wisdom  to  bum 
the  Predictions  of  Isaac  Bickerstaif,  esq.  for  the  year  1708 ;  and  to  condemn 
the  authors  and  readers  of  them,  as  Dr.  Swift  was  assured  by  sir  Paul  Me- 
thuen,  then  ambassador  to  that  crown.' 
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in  my  lucubratiofis,  and  by  the  help  of  these  arts  of 
which  I  am  master,  as  well  as  my  skill  in  ajrtrological 
speculations,  I  shall,  as  I  see  occasion,  proceed  to 
confute  other  dead  men,  who  pretend  to  be  in  being, 
although  they  are  actually  deceased.  I  therefore 
give  all  men  fair  warning  to  mend  their  manners  ( 
for  1  shall  from  time  to  time  print  bills  of  mortality ; 
and  I  beg  the  pardon  of  all  such  who  shall  be  named 
^therein,  if  they  who  are  good  for  nothing  shall  find 
themselves  in  the  number  of  the  deceased. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

*#*  A  vindication  of  Isaac  Bickerstafl^  esq.  against  what  is  objected  to 
him  by  Mr.  Partridge  in  his  almanac  for  the  present  year  1709.'  By  the 
said  Isaac  Bickerstafi^  esq.  London,  printed  in  the  year  1709  K 

N.B.  All  that  precedes  the  article  in  this  paper,  dated  from  White's 
Chocolate-house,  was  reprinted  verbatim  at  the  beginnings  of  Tat..Nos.  ? 
and  5.    The  four  first  numbers  of  the  Tatler  were  given  gratis. 

f  4.f  An  advertisement  of  the  intended  renewal  of  a  yearly  fox  and 
hare-hunting,  called  Dahon-Rout,  by  the  gentlemen  of  Lancaster,  Cum-* 
berland,  and  Westmoreland,  on  the  sstk  of  October  1709,  tp  begio  at 
Dalton,  and  to  continue  for  ten  days.— London  Gazette,  Aug.  SO,  1705.  . 


No.  2.    THURSDAY,  April  14,  1709.* 

Qidcquid  agutU  homnet'^ 

— noitri  est  farrago  libellu  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85, 86, 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P- 


will's  C(»PfiB««pV9E,  APJUL  13. 

Thebe  has  lain  all  this  evening  on  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing poQm.     The  subject  of.  it  being  matter  very 


t  Reprinted,  with  Predictions,  in  Swift's  works. 

*  Steele's. 
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useful  for  faimlies,  I  thought  it  deserved  to  be  con- 
8idered»  and  made  more  public  \  The  turn  the  poet 
gives  it  is  very  happy ;  but  the  foundation  is  from  a 
real  accidentwhich  happened  among  my  acquaintance. 
A  young  gentleman  of  a  great  estate  fell  desperately 
jn  love  with  a  great  beauty  of  very  high  quality,  but 
las  ill-natured  as  long  flattery  and  an  habitusd  sdf- 
vn&  could  make  her.  However,  my  young  jipark 
ventures  upon  her  like  a  man  of  qu^ity,  without 
being  acquainted  with  her,  or  having  ever  saluted  her, 
until  it  was  a  crime  to  kiss  any  woman  else.  Beauty 
is  a  thing  which  palls  with  possession,  and  the  charms 
of  this  lady  soon  wanted  the  support  of  good-humour 
and  complacency  of  manners.  Upon  this,  my  spark 
flies  to  the  bottle  for  relief  from  satiety.  She  disdains 
him  for  being  tired  with  that  for  which  all  men  envied 
him ;  and  he  never  came  home,  but  it  was — *  Was 
there  no  sot  that  would  stay  longer  ?  would  any  man 
living  but  you?  did  I  leave  all  the  world  for  this 
usage  ?'  to  which  he  — *  Madam,  iq)Ut  me,  you  are 
very  impertinent !'  In  a  word,  this  match  was  wed- 
lock in  its  most  terrible  appearances.  She,  at  last, 
weary  of  railing  to  no  purpose,  applies  to  a  good 
uncle,  who  gives  her  a  bottle  he  pretended  he  had 
bought  of  Mr.  Partridge  the  conjuror.  This,  said  he, 
I  gave  ten  guineas  for.  The  virtue  of  the  enchanted 
liquor  (said  he  that  sold  it)  is  such^  that  if  the  woman 

»  There  is  a  story  very  like  this  in  Burton's  *  Anatomy  of  Melancholy.' 
^  Archlnshop  Herring  recommends  this  author  to  Mr.  Duncombe,  as  one  of 
the  pleasantest,  the  most  learned,  and  the  most  fidl  of  sterling  sense.  The 
wits  (says  he)  of  Queen  Anna's  reign  and  the  b^inning  of  George  I.  were 
not  a^litlde  beholden  to  him  J  Letters  by  John  Hi^hes,  esq;  and  other 
eminent  persons,  voL  ii.  p..  100.  Anthony  Wood  gives  an  account  qf  Mr. 
Robert  Burton  and  his  book,  which  corroborates  the  Archbishop's  testi« 
mony ;  and  he  adds,  '  that  several  authors  have  unmercifully  stolen  from 
his  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  without  any  acknowledgment.'-  Wood's  Ath. 
Oxon.  i.  628.  His  life,  &ad  a  scheme  of  his  nativity,  may  be  seen  in 
Nichols's  *  History  of  Leicestershire,'  vol«  ilL  p.  418. 
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you  marry  proves  a  scold,  (which,  it  seems,  my  dear 
niece,  is  your  misfortune,  as  it  was  your  good 
mother's  before  you,)  let  her  hold  three  spoonikls  in 
her  mouth  for  a  full  half  hour  after  you  come  home 
— But  I  find  I  am  not  in  humour  for  telling  a  tale ; 
and  nothing  in  nature  is  so  ungraceful  as  story-telling 
against  the  grain  j  therefore  take  it  as  the  author  has 
given  it  to  you  '*. 

THE   MEDICINE.      A   TALE — FOR  THE  LADIES. 

Miss  Molly,  a  &m'd  toast,  was  &ir  and  young. 
Had  wealth  and  charms— but  then  she  had  a  tonguel 
From  morn  to  night  th*  eternal  larum  run, 
Which  often  lost  those  hearts  her  eyes  had  won. 

Sir  John  was  smitten,  and  confessed  his  flame, 
Sigh'd  out  the  usual  time,  then  wed  the  dame; 
Possessed,  he  thought,  of  ev'ry  joy  of  life ; 
But  his  dear  Molly  proved  a  very  wife. 
Excess  of  fondness  did  in  time  decline^ 
Madam  lov'd  money,  and  the  knight  lov'd  wio& 
From  whence  some  petty  discord  would  arise. 
As,  •  You're  a  fool  !*— and,  «  You're  nighty  wise  P 

Though  he  and  all  the  world  allowed  her  wit. 
Her  voice  was  shrill,  and  rather  loud  than  sweet; 
When  she  began — ^for  hat  and  sword  he'd  call. 
Then  after  a  faint  kiss, —  cry,  *  B'ye,  dear  Moll ; 
Supper  and  friends  expect  me  at  the  Rose/ 
*  And,  what,  sir  John,  you'll  get  your  usual  dose  I 
Go,  stink  of  smoke,  and  guzzle  nasty  wine; 
Sure,  never  virtuous  love  was  us'd  like  mine  V 

Oft  as  the  watchful  bell-man  march'd  his  round, 
At  a  fresh  bottle  gay  sir  John  be  found. 

^  These  verses  are  by  Mr.  William  Harrison,  though  it  appears  from  the. 
preface  to  Tat.  vol.  ivl  th&t  Steele,  when  that  preface  was  written,  did  not 
know  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  them.  l%ey  have  been  generally  as- 
cribed to  Dr.  Yalden ;  and  were  first  restored  to  theSr  proper  author  (on 
the  authority  of  Dr.  Wharton,  who  received  his  information  from  Dr. 
Young,  the  intimate  friend  of  Harrison)  in  Niebob's  <  Select  Collection  of 
Poems,  1781,' vol.  viKp;  234. 
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By  four  (he  knight  would  get  his  business  done. 
And  only  then  reeFd  off— because  alone ; 
Full  well  he  knew  the  dreadful  storm  to  comey 
Bttt^  &rm'd  with  Boiirdeaux,  he  durst  venture  home. 

My  lady  with  her  tongue  was  still  prepared, 
She  rattled  loud,  and  he  impatient  heard : 
«  Tis  a  fine  hour !  In  a  sweet  pickle  made ! 
And  this,  sh*  John,  is  every  day  the  trade. 
Here  I  sit  moping  all  the  live-long  night,* 
Devoured  with  spleen,  and  stranger  to  delight ; 
Till  mom  sends  staggering  home  a  drunken  beiast, 
Resolv'd  to  break  my  heart,  ts  well  as  rest.' 

*  Hey  !  hoop  1  d'ye  hear  my  damn'd  obstrepVous  spouse, 
What,  can't  you  find  one  bed  about  the  house? 

Will  that  perpetual  clack  lie  never  still  ? 
That  rival  to. the  softness  of  a  mill  I 
Some  couch  and  distant  room  mugt  be  my  choice, 
Where  I  may  sleep  uncurs'd  with  wife  and  noise.' 

Long  this  uncomfortable  life  they  led. 
With  snarling  meals,  and  each  »  separate  bed. 
To  an  old  uncle  oft  she  would  complain^ 
Beg  his  advice,  and  scarce  from  tears  refrain. 
Old  Wisenrood  smoVd  the  matter  as  it  was, 
<  Cheer  up,'  cry'd  he ;  ^  and  I'll  remove  the  cause. 

*  A  wondrous  spring  within  my  garden  Bows, 
Of  sovereign  virtue,  chiefly  to  compose 
Domestic  jars  and  matrimonial  strife, 

The  best  elixir  t'  appease  man  and  wif<$; 

Strange  are  th'  effects^  the  qualities  divine, 

'Tis  water  call'd,  bnt  worth  its  weight  in  wine. 

If  in  his  suUen  airs  sir  John  should  eome^ 

Three  spoonfuls  take,  held  in  your  mouth — then  mum. 

Smile,  and  look.pleas'd^  when  he  shall  rage  and  scold. 

Still  in  your  mouth  the  healing  cordial  hold : 

One  month  this  sympathetic  med'cine  try'd, 

He'U  grow  a  lover,  you  a  happy  bride. 

But,-  dearest  niece,  keep  this  grand  secret  close, 

Or  every  prattling  hussy  'U  beg  a  dose.' 

A  watet>bottlc's  brought  for  her  relief; 
Not  Nants  cou'd  sooner  ease  the  lady's  grief: 
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Her  busy  thoughts  arc  on  the  trial  bent, 
And,  female  like,  impatient  for  th*  event ! 

The  bonny  knight  reels  home  exceeding  clear, 
Prepared  for  clamour  and  domestic  war  : 
Entering,  he  cries, — *  Hey  !  where's  our  thunder  fled  ! 
No  hurricane  !  Betty,  's  your  lady  dead  T 
Madam,  aside,  an  ample  mouthful  takes^ 
(*ourt'sies,  looks  kind,  but  not  a  word  she  speaks: 
Wondering,  he  star'd,  scarcely  his  eyes  believ'd. 
But  found  his  ears  agreeably  deceived. 
«  Why,  how  now,  Molly,  what's  the  crotchet  now  ?* 
She  smiles,  and  answers  only  with  a  bow. 
Then  clasping  her  about—*  Why,  let  me  die  ! 
These  night-clothes,  Moll,  become  thee  mightily  P 
With  that  he  sigh'd,  her  hand  began  to  press. 
And  Betty  calls,  her  lady  to  undress. 
*  Nily,  kiss  me,  Molly, — fw  Tm  much  inclin'd.' 
Her  lace  she  cuts,  to  take  him  in  the  mind. 
Thus  the  fond  pair  to  bed  enamoured  went. 
The  lady  pleas'd,  and  the  good  knight  content. 

For  many  days  these  fond  endearments  past. 
The  reconciling  bottle  fails  at  last ; 
•Twas  trs*d  Aitd  gone.— Then  midnight  storms  firose, 
And  looks  aikl  words  the  onion  discompose. 
Her  cotfcK  is  ordtr'd,  and  |)ost-»faaste  she  flies 
To  beg  her  unde  for  some  fresh  supplies ; 
Transportcfd  doei^  the  strange  eiBfects  relate, 
.  Her  knight's  conversion,  and  her  happiy  state ! 

*  Why,  niece,'  says  he, — *  I  pry'thee  apprehend. 
The  water's  water — ^be  thyself  Ay  frSehd; 
Such  beauty  would  the  coldest  httsba;nd  wtirtn, 
But  your  pi-ovoking  tongue  undoes  tfie  clwtrm : 
Be  silent  and  complying.-^Ycfu'U!  soon  find. 
Sir  John  without  a  med'cine  will  be  kind/ 

BT.  James's  coffee-house,  apaxl  15. 

LrmsRS  from  Venice  say,  the  disappointment  dT 
diets  expccCaildon  to  see  li^  Danish*  migesty  Ims  very 
much  disfuietod  the  couct  of  Rocnie*  Our  kst  ad- 
vices fnm  Gectnany  iniforni^  us^  that  the  miwster  of 
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Hanover  has  urged  the  council  at  Ratisbonne  to 
exert  themselves  in  behalf  of  the  common  cause,  and 
taken  the  liberty  to  say,  that  the  dignity,  the  virtue, 
the  prudence  of  his  electoral  highness,  his  master, 
were  called  to  the  head  of  their  affairs  in  vain,  if  they 
thought  fit  to  leave  him  naked  of  the  proper  means 
to  make  those  excellences  useful  for  the  honour  and 
safety  of  the  empire.  They  write  from  Berlin  of  the 
thirteenth,  O.  S.  that  the  true  design  of  general 
Fleming's  visit  to  that  court  was,  to  insinuate  that  it 
will  be  for  the  mutual  interest  of  the  king  of  Prussia 
and  king  Augustus  to  enter  into  a  new  alliance  ;  but 
that  the  ministers  of  Prussia  are  not  inclined  to  his 
sentiments.  We  hear  from  Vienna,  that  his  imperial 
majesty  has  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  their  high 
mightinesses  having  communicated  to  him  the  whole 
that  has  passed  in  the  afiair  of  a  peace.  Though 
there  have  been  practices  used  by  the  agents  of  France, 
in  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  to  break  the  good  under- 
standing of  the  allies,  they  have  had  no  other  effect 
but  to  make  all  the  members  concerned  in  the  alliance 
more  doubtful  of  their  safety  from  the  great  offers  of 
the  enemy.  The  emperor  is  roused  by  this  alarm, 
and  the  frontiers  of  all  the  French  dominions  are  in 
danger  of  being  insulted  the  ensuing  campaign.  Ad- 
vices from  all  parts  confirm,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
France  to  find  a  way  to  obtain  so  much  credit,  as  to 
gain  any  one  potentate  of  the  allies,  or  conceive  any 
hope  for  safety  from  other  prospects* 

THOU  MY  OWN  APABTXEKTy  APRIL  15. 

I  FIND  it  of  very  great  use,  now  I  am  setting  up 
for  a  writer  of  news,  that  I  am  an  adept  in  astrologi- 
cal speculations  ;  by  which  means  I  avoid  speaking 
of  things  which  may  offend  great  persons.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  I  must  not  prostitute  tl).e  liberal 
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sciences  so  far,  as  not  to  utter  the  truth  in  cases  which 
do  not  immediately  concern  the  good  of  my  native 
country.  I  must  therefore  contradict  what  has  been 
so  assuredly  reported  by  the  news-writers  of  England, 
that  France  is  in  the  most  deplorable  condition,  and 
that  their  people  die  in  great  multitudes.  I  will 
therefore: let  the  world  know,  that  my  correspondent, 
by  the  way  of  Brussels,  informs  me  upon  his  honour, 
that  the  gentleman  who  writes  the  Gazette  of  Paris, 
and  ought  to  know  as  well  as  any  man,  has  told  him, 
that  ever  since  the  king  has  been  past  his  sixty-third 
year,  or  grand  climacteric,  there  has  not  died  one  man 
of  the  French  nation  who  was  younger  than  his  ma- 
jesty, except  very  few,  who  were  taken  suddenly 
near  the  village  of  Hockstet  in  Germany  :  and  some 
more,  who  were  straitened  for  lodging  at  a  place 
called  Ramilies,  and  died  on  the  road  to  Ghent  and 
Bruges*.  There  are  also  other  things  given  out  by 
the  allies,  which  are  shifts  below  a  conquering  nation 
to  make  use  of.  Among  others  it  is  said,  there  is  a 
general  murmuring  among  the  people  of  France, 
though  at  the  same  time  all  my  letters  agree,  that 
there  is  so  good  an  understanding  among  them,  that' 
there  is  not  one  morsel  carried  out  of  any  market  in 
the  kingdom  but  what  is  delivered  upon  credit. 

'  An  humorous  compliment  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who,  as  Mr. 
Steele  inonuates^  so  reduced  the  French,  that  thi^  had  now  neither  more 
young  men  to  go  to  war,  nor  more  ready  money  to  carry  to  market 
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No.  3.     SATURDAY.  April  16,  1709-* 

QuicqiUd  agunt  homines — 

— nostri  est  farrago  libellu  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86". 

Whate'er  men  do  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme^  P* 


will's  coffee-house,  APRIL  14, 

This  evening  the  comedy  called  the  Country  Wife 
was  acted  in  Drury-lane,  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Big- 
nell.     The  part  which  gives  name  to  the  play  ^  was 

*  Steele's. 
y  The  comedies  of  Wycherley  bear  a  great  resemblance  to  his  personal 
character,  in  which  there  was  little  virtue,  much  wit,  and  more  libertinism. 
These  were  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  the  first  qualifications  of  a  fine 
gentleman,  and  the  most  powerful  recommendations  to  the  favour  of  the 
court.  The  example  of  the  wit  and  libertine  on  the  throne  was  more  or  less 
copied  by  all  the  beaux  and  rakes  of  the  kingdom — 

JRegis  ad  exemplum  totus  componUur  orlts. 

In  the  MS.  notes  of  Oldys  on  Langbaine,  it  is  written  that  the  incidents 
of  this  play  were  taken  from  a  family  of  the  name  of  Faber,  AngHce  Smith, 
and  others  of  their  neighbourhood  in  Wiltshire,  where  the  author  was  very 
intimate,  and  probably  acted  one  of  the  principal  bad  characters  himself. 
The  present  manners  do  not  allow  of  plays  of  this  loose  cast,  and  such  are 
most  of  the  same  date.  The  Country  Wife  was  first  acted  in  1&8?,  and 
afterwards,  as  altered  by  Lee,  in  1765 ;  but  few  attempts  to  separate  the  bad 
firom  the  good  in  the  plays  of  this  period  have  succeeded,  so  closely  have 
the  authors  interwoven  the  wit  with  the  ribaldry. 

The  following  curious  quotation  deserves  a  place  here,  on  the  authority, 
of  Mrs.  Eliza  Heywood,  whose  testimony  in  this  case  is  unexceptionable. 
*  It  is  indeed  but  of  later  years  that  vice  has  dared  to  appear  barefaced  at  the 
Theatre.  Loose  as  the  age  is  said  to  have  been  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
I  am  told,  no  woman  of  an  infamous  character  ever  came  there  without  a 
mask ;  and  long  since  then,  throughout  the  days  of  his  successors,  James, 
William  and  Mary,  and  the  greatest  part  if  not  all  those  of  queen  Anne, 
they  retained  that  modest  mark  of  a  lewd  life ;  or  exchanged  it  /or  a  black 
hood,  pulled  over  their  faces,  after  the  manner  of  a  veU;  which  disHti'^ 
guishedy  and  at  the  same  time  concealed,  them  from  the  virtuous  part  of  the 
assembly.' — Female  Spectator,  B.  v.  p.  257.    A. 
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performed  by  herself.     Through  the  whole  action  she 
made  a  very  pretty  figure,  and  exactly  entered  into 
the  nature  of  the  part.     Her  husband  in  the  drama 
is  represented  to  be  one  of  those  debauchees  who  run 
through  the  vices  of  the  town,  and  believe,  when 
they  think  fit,  they  can  marry  and  settle  at  their  ease. 
His  own  knowledge  of  the  iniquity  of  the  age  makes 
him  choose  a  wife  wholly  ignorant  of  it,  and  place 
his  security^in  her  want  of  skill  to  abuse  him.     The 
poet,  on  many  occasions,  where  the  propriety  of  the 
character  will  admit  of  it,  insinuates,  that  there  is  no 
defence  against  vice  but  the  contempt  of  it:    and 
has,  in  the  natural  ideas  of  an  untainted  innocent, 
shown  the  gradual  steps  to  ruin  and  destruction  which 
persons  of  condition  run  into,  without  the  hielp  of  ^* 
good  education  to  form  their  conduct.     The  torment 
of  a  jealous  coxcomb,  which  arises  from  his  own  false 
maxims,  and  the  aggravation  of  his  pain  by  the  very 
words  in  which  he  sees  her  innocence,  makes  a  very 
pleasant  and  instructive  satire.      The  character  of 
Horner,  and  the  design  of  it,  is  a  good  representation 
of  the  age  in  which  that  comedy  was  written ;   at 
which  time  love  and  wenching  were  the  business  of 
life,  and  the  gallant  manner  of  pursuing  women  was 
the  best  recommendation  at  court.     To  this  only  it  is 
to  be  imputed,  that  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Wycherley^s 
character  and  sense  condescends  to  represent  the  in- 
sults done  to  the  honour  of  the  marriage-bed  with- 
out just  reproof;  but  to  have  drawn  a  man  of  probity 
with  regard  to  such  considerations  had  been  a  mon- 
ster, and  a  poet  had  at  that,  time  discovered  his  want 
of  knowing  the  manners  of  the  court  he  lived  in,  by 
a  virtuous  character  in  his  iine  gentleman,  as  he 
would  show  his  ignorance  by  drawing  a  vicious  one 
to  please  the  present  audience.     Mrs.  Bignell  did  her 
part  very  happily,  and  had  a  certain  grace  in  her 
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rusticity,  which  gave  us^  hopes  of  seeing  her  a  very 
skilful  player,  and  in  some  parts  supply  our  loss  of 
Mrs.  Verbruggen.  I  cannot  be  of  the  same  opinion 
vrith  my  friends  and  fellow-labourers,  the  reformers  of 
manners,  in  their  severity  towards  plays ;  but  must 
allow,  that  a  good  play,  acted  before  a  well-bred 
audience,  must  raise  very  proper  incitements  to  good 
behaviour,  and  be  the  most  quick  and  most  prevail- 
ing method  of  giving  young  people  a  turn  of  sense 
and  breeding.  But  as  I  have  set  up  for  a  weekly 
historian,  I  resolve  to  be  a  faithfiil  one ;  and  there- 
fbre  take  this  public  occasion  to  admonish  a  young 
Nobleman  %  who  came  flustered  into  the  box  last 
night,  and  let  him  know  how  much  all  his  friends 
were  out  of  countenance  for  him.  The  women  sat  in 
terror  of  hearing  something  that  should  shock  their 
modesty;  and  all  the  gentlemen  in  as  much  pain  out 
of  compassion  to  the  ladies,  and  perhaps  resentment 
for  the  indignity  which  was  offered  in  coming  into 
their  presence  in  so  disrespectful  a  manner.  Wine 
made  him  say  nothing  that  was  rude,  therefore-^  is 
forgiven,  upon  condition  he  never  will  hazard  his 
offending  more  in  this  kind  \  As  I  just  now  hinted, 
I  own  myself  of  the  *  Society  for  Reformation  of 
Manners  ^'   We  have  lower  instruments  than  those  of 


>  As  the  name  of  this  Nobleman  does  not  appear  in  the  text,  what 
ufiOhgf  coM  justiiy  an  Editor  for  putting  it  in  die  notes?  The  Editor 
cannot  think  himself  at  liberty  to  disclose  what  Ae  author  appears  to  have 
been  desirous  to  conceal. 

,  ^  See  in  the  dedication  of  this  yolume,  in  Nos.  5.  9.  51. 64. 271.  &c  a  full 
account  of  the  design  of  the  Tatler. 

>  *Hns  Society  began  in  1690;  an  account  of  the  progress  made  in  sup^ 
pressing,  profaneness  and  debauchery  by  its  means,  was  published  yearly.  The 
last  account  is  from  Dec  1737  to  Dec.  1738.  The  total  number  of  persons 
prosecuted  by  this  society,  in  or  near  London,  during  these  44  years,  is  cal- 
edMed  at  about  101,  680.  &c*  Such  as  are  curious  may  see  a  fuller  «c^ 
count  f>f  it  in  Stow's  Survey  of  Lond<»,  edit;  1 755,  vol,  i.  p.  144. 
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the  family  of  Bickerstaif,  for  punisfaing  great  crimes, 
and  exposing  the  abandoned.  Therefore,  as  I  design 
to  have  notices  from  all  public  assemblies,  I  shall  take 
^  upon  me  only  indecorums,  improprieties,  and  negli^ 
gences,  in  such  as  should  give  us  better  examples. 
After  this  declaration,  if  a  fine  lady  thinks  fit  to 
giggle  at  church,  or  a  great  beau  come  in  drunk 
to  a  play,  either  shall  be  sure  to  hear  of  it  in  my  en- 
suing paper.  For,  merely  as  a  well-bred  man,  I  can- 
not bear  these  enormities. 

After  the  play,  we  naturally  stroll  to  this  cofTee- 
house,  in  hopes  of  meeting  some  new  poem,  or  other 
entertainment,  among  the  men  of  wit  and  pleasure, 
where  there  is  a  dearth  at  present..  But  it  is  wonder- 
ful there  should^  be  so  few  writers,  when  the  art  is 
.become  merely  mechanic,  and  men  may  make  them- 
selves  great  that  way  by  as  certain  and  infallible 
rules  as  you  maybe  a  joiner  or  a  mason.  There  happens 
a  good  instance  of  this  in  what  the  hawker  has  just 
now  offered  to  sale,  to  wit,  *  Instructions  to  Vander- 
bank :  A  Sequel  to  the  Advice  to  the  Poets :  A  Poem, 
occasioned  by  the  glorious  success  of  her  majesty's 
arms,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, the  last  year  in  Flanders*.*  Here  you  are 
to  understand,  that  the  author,  finding  the  poets 
would  not  take  his  advice,  troubles  himself  no  more 
about  them  j  but  has  met  with  one  Vanderbank  %  who 

«  By  sir  Richard  Blackmore.  See  Spect.  Nos.  6.  and  339.  Tat.  No.  14. 
contains  a  very  proper  apology  for  this  raillery. 

^  Thig  man  was  inimitable  in  his  way ;  no  person  ever  represented  nature 
mote  happily  in  works  of  tapestry. — ^Vanderbank,  or,  as  his  father  sometimes 
wrote  his  name,  Vandrebanc,  was  a  son,  probably  the  second,  of  a  Peter 
yanderbank,  a  Parisian,  who  came  into  England  with  Gascar  the  painter, 
about  the  year  1674,  and  died  at  Bradfield  in  Hertfordshire,  in  the  church 
of  which  he  was  buried  in  1697.  His  father  was  admired  for  the  softness 
«f  his  jNTints,  and  still  more  for  the  siie  of  them,  some  of  his  heads  being 
the  brgest  that  had  then  appeared  in  England ;  but  by  this  feitjr  merit  hm 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22  .  THE  TATLER.  No-  5. 

works  in  arras,  and  makes  very  good  tapestry  hang- 
ings :  therefore,  in  order  to  c.elebrate  the  hero  of  the 
age,  he  claps  together  all  that  can  be  said  of  a  man 
that  makes  hangings : 

*  Then,  artist,  who  does  Nature's  face  express 
In  silk  and  gold,  and  scenes  of  action  dress ; 
Dost  figur'd  arras  animated  leave, 
Spin  a  bright  story,  or  a  passion  weave ; 
By  mingling  threads,  canst  mingle  shade  and  light. 
Delineate  triumphs,  or  describe  a  fight  ? 

"Well,  what  shall  this  workman  do  ?  why  ?  to  show 
how  great  an  hero  the  poet  intends,  he  provides  him 
a  very  good  horse  : 

^  Champing  his  foam,  and  bounding  on  the  plain. 
Arch  his  high  neck,  and  graceful  spread  his  mane/ 

Now  as  to  the  intrepidity,  the  calm  courage,  the 
constant  application  of  the  hero,  it  is  not  necessary  to 

was  undone,  for  the  prices  he  recdved  by  no  means  compensated  for  the 
time  employed  on  his  works.  He  was  reduced  to  want,  and  died  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Forester,  his  brother-in-law,  at  the  time  above-mentioned.  After 
his  death,  his  widow  sold  his  plates  to  one  Brown,  a  print-seller,  who  made 
great  advantage  of  them,  and  left  an  easy  fortune.  His  eldest  son,  for  he 
left  three,  had  some  share  in  the  theatre  at  Dublin ;  the  youngest,  William, 
was  a  poor  labourer,  who  gave  the  account  of  his  fether  and  the  family, 
which  Walpole  has  published,  and  from  which  this  note  is  chiefly  bor- 
rowed, to  Mr.  Vertue.  The  person  mentioned  in  this  paper  was  probably 
his  father's  name-son,  and  might  be,  as  Walpole  conjectures,  an  engraver. 
Whatever  concern  the  fether  might  have  had  in  any  manufacture  of  tapes- 
try, he  could  not  be  the  person  m^ant  here ;  for  at  this  time  he  had  been 
dead  above  ten  years.  The  suite  of  tapestry,  in  the  duke  of  Ancaster's 
sale,  with  Vanderbank's  name  to  it,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Walpole,  must 
therefore  be  supposed  to  belong  to  the  son,  who  is  said,  upon  the  authority 
of  the  French  translator  of  the  Tatler,  to  have  represented  nature  very 
happily  in  works  of  tapestry,  and  to  have  been  a  man  inimitable  in  this  way. 
Whether  this  was  the  same  Vanderbank  who  had  his  arm  torn  off  in  1737, 
as  related  in  the  Phil.  Transact,  for  1758,  the  writer  does  not  pretend  to 
determine.  See  Walpole's  *  Anecdotes  of  Painting,'  vol.  v.  p.  166*  elteq^ 
•vo.  1782,  S  vols, 
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take  that  upon  yourself:  you  may,  in  the  lump,  bid 
him  you  employ,  raise  him  as  high  as  he  can,  and  if 
he  does  it  not,  let  him  answer  for  disobejring  orders. 

*  Let  fame  and  victory  in  inferior  sky 
Hover  with  balanced  wings,  and  smiling  fly 
Above  his  head,'  &c. 

A  whole  poem  of  this  kind  may  be  ready  against 
an  ensuing  campaign,  as  well  as  a  space  left  in  the 
canvas  of  a  piece  of  tapestry  for  the  principal  figure 
while  the  under-parts  are  working  :  so  that  in  effect 
the  adviser  copies  after  the  man  he  pretends  to  direct. 
This  method  should,  methinks,  encourage  young  be- 
ginners :  for  the  invention  is  so  fitted  to  all  capacities, . 
.that  by  the  help  of  it  a  man  may  make  a  receipt  for 
a  poem.  A  young  man  may  observe  that  the  *  jig  of 
the  thing  is,  as  I  said,  finding  out  all  that  can  be  said 
in  his  way  whom  you  employ  to  set  forth  yoiu: 
worthy.  Waller  ^  and  Denham  ^  had  worn  out  the 
expedient  of  Advice  to  a  Painter;  this  author  has 
transferred  the  work,  and  sent  his  advice  to  the  poets; 
that  is  to  say,  to  the  turners  of  verse,  as  he  calls  them. 
Well;  that  thought  is  worn  out  also:  therefore  he 
directs  his  genius  to  the  loom,  and  will  have  a  new 
set  of  hangings  in  honour  of  the  last  year  in  Flanders* 
I  must  own  to  you,  I  approve  extremely  this  inven- 
tion,  and  it  might  be  improved  for  the  benefit  of 

«  In  the  folio  and  first  8vo,  edition,  '  gigg^' 

f  *  Instructions  to  a  Painter,  &c.'  Waller's  Works.  Lond.  edit,  1729. 
p.  171. 

g  <  Directions  to  a  Painter,  in  4  parts,'  8vo.  1666.  Denham's  name  is 
put  to  these  pieces,  but  they  are  not  collected  in  his  works.  Andrew  Mar-, 
vel,  in  his  <  Instructions  to  a  Painter,'  1667,  thus  alludes  to  a  Poem  of 
Waller  and  Denham : 


^  After  two  sittings,  now  our  Lady  State, 
*  To  end  her  picture,  dpth  a  third  time  wait.' 
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manufactory  t  as,  suppose  an  ingenious  gentlemau 
should  write  a  poem  of  advice  to  a  callico-printer ; 
do  you  think  there  is  a  girl  in  England  that  would 
wear  any  thing  but  the  Taking  of  Lisle  or  the  Battle 
of  Oudenarde?  They  would  certainly  be  all  the 
fashion,  until  the  heroes  abroad  had  cut  out  some 
more  patterns.  I  should  fancy  small  skirmishes  might 
do  for  under-petticoats,  provided  they  had  a  siege  for 
the  upper.  If  our  adviser  were  well  imitated,  many 
industrious  people  might  be  put  to  work.  Little  Mr. 
DactUe,  now  in  the  room,  who  formerly  wrote  a  song 
and  a  half,  is  a  week  gone  in  a  very  pretty  work 
upon  this  hint :  he  is  writing  an  epigram  to  a  young 
virgin  who  knits  very  well  (it  is  a  thousand  pities  he 
is  a  Jacobite)  ;  but  his  epigram  is  by  way  of  advice 
to  this  damsel,  to  knit  all  the  actions  of  the  Pretender 
and  the  duke  of  Burgundy's  last  campaign  in  the 
clock  of  a  stocking.  It  were  endless  to  enumerate 
the  many  hands  and  trades  that  may  be  employed  by 
poets  of  so  useful  a  turn  as  this  adviser.  I  shall 
think  of  it,  and,  in  this  time  of  taxes,  shall  consult  a 
great  critic  employed  in  the  custom-house,  in  order  to 
propose  what  tax  may  be  proper  to  be  put  upon 
knives,  seals,  rings,  hangings,  wrought  beds,  gowns, 
and  petticoats,  where  any  of  these  commodities  bear 
mottos,  or  are  worked  uponpoetical  grounds. 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  april  15. 

Letters  from  Turin,  of  the  Sd  instant,  N.  S.  in- 
form us,  that  his  royal  highness''  employs  all  his  ad- 
dress in  alarming  the  enemy,  and  perplexing  their 
speculations  concerning  his  real  designs  the  ensuing 
campaign.  Contracts  are  entered  into  with  the  mer- 
chants of  Milan  for  a  great  number  of  mules  to 
transport  his  provisions  and  ammunition.     His  royal 

^  Princt  Eti^ne.    . 
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highness  has  ordered  the  train  of  artillery  to  be  con* 
veyed  to  Susa  hefpre  the  26th  u>f  the  next  montJi. 
In  the  mean  time,  all  accounts  agree,  that  the  enemy 
are  very  backward  in  their  preparations,  and  almost 
incapable  of  defending  themselves  against  an  inva- 
sion, by  reason  of  the  general  murmurs  of  their  own 
people ;  which,  they  find,  are  no  way  to  be  quieted, 
but  by  giving  them  hopes  of  a  speedy  peace.  When 
these  letter^  were  despatched,  the  marshal  de  Thesse 
was  arrived  at  Genoa,  where  he  has  taken  much 
pains  to  keep  the  correspondents  of  the  merchants 
of  France,  in  hopes  that  measures  will  be  found  out 
to  support  the  credit  and  commerce  between  that 
state  and  Lyons :  but  the  late  declaration  of  the 
agents  of  monsieur  Bernard^,  that  they  cannot  dis- 
charge the  demands  made  upon  them,  has  quite  dis- 
pirited all  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  remittances 
of  France. 

FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  APRIL  15. 

It  is  a  very  natural  passion  in  all  good  members  of 
the  commonwealth  to  take  what  care  they  can  of 
their  families.  Therefore  I  hope  the  reader  will 
forgive  me,  that  I  desire  he  would  go  to  the  play 
called  the  Stratagem''  this  evening,  which  is  to  be 
acted  for  the  benefit  of  my  near  kinsman  Mr.  John 
BickerstaflT.  I  protest  to  you  the  gentleman  has  not 
spoken  to  me  to  desire  this  favour ;  but  I  have  a 
respect  for  him,  as  well  in  regard  to  consanguinity, 
as  that  he  is  an  intimate  friend  of  that  famous  and 
heroic  actor,  Mr.  George  Powel,  who  formerly  played 

*  See  Tatler,  Nos.  5.  9.  and  89. 

^  The  Beaux  Stratagem,  by  G.  Farquhar,  acted  at  the  Haymarket. 
4to.  1707.  It  was  b^gun  and  finished  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  while  the 
author  laboured  lender  the  illness  of  which  he  died  during  the  run  of  his 
play. 

1  A  real  player  of  that  name. 
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Alexander  the  Great  in  all  places,  though  he  is  lately 
grown  so  reserved  as  to  act  it  only  on  the  stage"*. 


No.  4.  TUESDAY,  April  19,  1709*. 

Qmcqidd  agutU  homines^^ 

'^neHri  eH  farrago  Hbellu  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  ot  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  tlieme.  P- 


*  It  is  usual  with  persons  who  mount  the  stage, 
for  the  cure  or  information  of  the  crowd  about  them, 
to  make  solemn  professions  of  their  being  wholly 
disinterested  in  the  pains  they  take  for  the  public 
good.  At  the  same  time  those  very  men,  who  make 
harangues  in  plush  doublets,  and  extol  their  own 
abilities  and  generous  inclinations,  tear  their  lungs  in 

.  vending  a  drug,  and  show  no  act  of  bounty,  except 
it  be  that  they  lower  a  demand  of  a  crown  to  six, 

'nay,  to  one  penny.  We  have  a  contempt  for  such 
paltry  barterers,  and  have  therefore  all  along  in- 
formed the  public,  that  we  intend  to  give  them  our 
advices  for  our  own  sakes^  and  are  labouring  to  make 
our  lucubrations  come  to  some  price  in  money,  for 
our  more  convenient  support  in  the  service  of  the 

(public.  It  is  certain  that  many  other  schemes  have 
oeen  proposed  to  me  :  as  a  friend  offered  to  show  me 

*  Steele's. 
-X^  ™  A  delicate  animadversion  on  the  irregularity  of  Mr.  Powel,  who  about 
this  time  began  to  sink  in  his  reputation  by  his  drunkenness.  Booth  was 
just  then  in  danger  of  becoming  addicted  to  the  same  vice ;  but,  observing 
the  distresses  and  contempt  it  brought  upon  Powel,  he  formed  a  resolution 
to  break  it  off,  in  which  he  persevered  to  the  end  of  his  life.  This  was  an 
uncommon  instance  of  fortitude  in  so  young  a  man,  of  which  be  amply 
reaped  the  benefit  in  his  future  fame  and  fortune* 
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a  treatise  he  had  writ,  which  he  called/  The  whole 
Art  of  Life ;  or,  The  Introduction  to  Great  Men, 
illustrated  in  a  Pack  of  Cards.  But,  being  a  novice 
at  all  manner  of  play,  I  declined  the  offer.  Another 
advised  me,  for  want  of  money,  to  set  up  my  coach, 
and  practise  physic ;  but,  having,  been  bred  a  scholar, 
I  feared  I  should  not  succeed  that  way  neither, 
therefore  resolved  to  go  on  in  my  present  project. 
But  you  are  to  understand  that  I  shall  not  pretend 
to  raise  a  credit  to  this  work  upon  the  weight  of  my 
politic  news  only,  but,  as  my  Latin  sentence  in  the 
title-page  informs  you,  *  shall  take  any  thing  that 
offers  for  the  subject  of  my  discourse"/  Thus  new 
persons,  as  well  as  new  things,  are  to  come  under 
my  consideration  ;  as  when  a  toast  or  wit  is  first  pro- 
nounced such,  you  shall  have  the  freshest  advice  of 
their  preferment  from  me,  with  a  description  of  the 
beauty's  manners  and  the  wit's  style;  as  also  in. 
whose  places  they  are  advanced.  For  this  town  is 
never  good-natured  enough  to  raise  one  without  de- 
pressing another.  But  it  is  ray  design  to  avoid  saying 
any  thing  of  any  person  which  ought  justly  to  dis- 
please, but  shall  endeavour,  by  the  variety  of  the 
matter  and  style,  to  give  entertainment  for.  men  of 
pleasure,  without  offence  to  those  of  business.' 

WHITENS  pHOCOLATE-HOUSE,  APRIL  18. 

All  he2^rts  at  present  pant  for  two  ladies  only,  who 
have  foi^  some  time  engrossed  the  dominion  of  the 
town.  They  are  indeed  both  exceeding  charming, 
but  differ  very  much  in  their  excellences.  The 
beauty  of  Clarissa**  is  soft,  that  of  Chloe^  piercing. 
When  you  look  at  Clarissa,  you  see  the  most  exact 

n  Steele  seems  to  intend  this  as  a  translation  of  the  motto  from  Juve-' 
nal,  prefixed  to  all  the  papers  in  this  volume. 
-  0  Clarissa  is  mentioned  agiun,  Tatler,  No.  5. 

P  Chloe,  ibid.  No.  7.— See  Tatler,  No.  31. 
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jiajihony  i>f  feature,  complexion,  arid  shape  j  you 
Knd  in  Chloe  nothing  extraordinary  in  any  one  of 
those  particulars,  hut  the  whole  woman  irresistible : 
Clarissa  looks  languishing;  Cljloe  killing:  Clarissa 
never  fails  of  gaining  admiration ;  Chloe  of  moving 
(Jesire.  The  gazers  at  Cliapisa  are  at  first  uncon- 
cerned, as  if  they  were  observing  a  fine  picture.  They 
who  behcJd  Chloe,  at  the  first  glance  discover  trans- 
port, as  if  they  met  their  dearest  friend.  These  dif- 
ferent perfections  are  suitably  represented  by  the  last 
great  painter  Italy  has  sent  us,  Mr.  Jervas''.     Clarissa 


4  The  author  here  celebrates  two  beauties  of  those  times,  whose  real 
names  the  Editor  has  not  been  able  to  recover;  or  perhs^  he  only  remarks 
on  two  pictures  of  Jenras  (the  instructor  and  intimate  friend  of  Pope), 
whom  he  certainly  meant  to  recommend,  and  very  justly,  as  an  excellent 
painterw— See  Pope's  Works,  vol.  v.  passim.  Charles  Jervas,  between  the 
badness  of  the  age's  taste,  the  dearth  of  good  masters,  and  a  fashionable 
reputation,  sat  at  the  top  of  his  profession,  and  his  own  vanity  thought  no 
encomium  disproportionate  to  his  merit.  Yet  was  he  defective  in  drawing, 
colouring,  composition,  and  even  in  that  most  neces8aiy,and  perhaps  most 
easy  talent  of  a  portrait  painter,  likeness.  The  friendship  of  Pope,  whom 
he  instructed  to  draw  and  punt,  and  the  patronage  of  other  men  of  genius 
snad  rank,  extended  a  rq[>utation  built  on  slight  foundations ;  to  which,  not 
a  little  contributed,  we  may  suppose,  the  Tader,  No.  4.  April  19, 1709»  who 
calls  him,  the  last  great  painter  that  Itakf  has  sent  us*  To  this  incense, 
(says  the  elegant  v/riter,  whose  fine  pen  I  borrow,)  a  widow  worth  20,000/. 
added  the  solid,  and  made  him  her  husband.  Jervas  had  a  house  at  Hamp- 
ton, and  another  in  Cleveland-court,  where  he  died  in  17J9.  He  trans- 
lated and  published  a  new  edition  of  Don  Quixote.  His  collections  of 
drawings  and  Roman  fayence,  called  Raphael's  earthenware,  (of  which 
there  is  a  large  and  fine  collection  at  the  late  sir  A.  Fountaine's,  at  Har- 
ford,) with  a  fine  cabinet  of  ivory  carvings,  by  Flamingo,  were  sold ;  the 
dra^idngs  in  April  1741,  and  the  rest  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  He  was 
bom  in  Ireland,  and  for  a  year  studied  under  sir  Godfrey  Kneller.  Seven 
letters  from  Jervas  to  Pope  are  printed  in  the  two  additional  volumes  to 
that  poet's  works,  published  by  R.  Baldwin,  1776. — ^Walpole's '  Anecdotes 
of  Painting,*  &c.  vol.  iv.  p.  25,  8vo.  1782, 5  vols. 

VITalpole,  nevertheless,  acknowledges  that  he  has  seen  a  few  of  his  works 
highly  coloured ;  and  this  writer  is  well-informed  that  there  is  at  this  time 
(1786)  an  admirable  portrait  of  his  drawing,  pen^  judge  Willes.  The  an- 
notator  has  likewise  seen  many  original  letters  of  Jervas  and  Kneller,  pre*^ 
served  in  the  British  Museum,  from  which  it  appears,  incontestibly,  that  if 
Kneller  was  the  better  painter,  Jervas  was  by  much  the  better  writer. 
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is  by  that  skilful  hand  placed  in  a  manner  that  looks 
artless,   and  innocent  of  the  torments  she  gives ; 
Chloe  is  drawn  with  a  liveliness  that  shows  she  is 
conscious  of,  but  not  affected  with  her  perfections. 
Clarissa  is  a  shepherdess,  Chloe  a  country  girl.     I 
must  own  the  design  of  Chloe*s  picture  shows  to  me 
great  mastery  in  the  painter,  for  nothing  could  be 
better  imagined  than  the  dress  he  has  given  her  of  a 
straw  hat  and  a  riband,  to  represent  that  sort  of 
beauty  which  enters  the  heart  with  a  certain  fami- 
liarity, and  cheats  it  into  a  belief  that  it  has  received 
a  lover  as  well  as  an  object  of  love.     The  force  of 
their  different  beauties  is  seen*  also  in  the  effects  it 
makes  on  their  lovers.     The  admirers  of  Chloe  are 
eternally  gay  and  well-pleased :    those  of  Clarissa 
melancholy  and   thoughtful.     And  as  this  passion 
always  changes  the  natural  man  into  a  quite  different 
creature  from  what  he  was  before,  the  love  of  Chloe 
makes  coxcombs ;  that  of  Clarissa,  madmen.   There 
were  of  each  kind  just  now  in  this  room.     Here  was 
one  that  whistles,  laughs,  sings,  and  cuts  capers,  for 
love  of  Chloe.      Another  has  just  now  writ  three 
lines  to  Clarissa,  then  taken  a  turn  in  the  garden, 
then  came  back  again,  then  tore  his  fragment,  then 
called  for  some  chocolate,  then  went  away  without  it. 
Chloe  has  so  many  admirers  in  the  house  at  pre- 
sent, that  there  is  too  much  noise  to  proceed  in  my 
narration ;  so  that  the  progress  of  the  loves  of  Cla- 
rissa and  Chloe,  together  with  the  bottles  that  are 
drank  each  night  for  the  one,  and  the  many  sighs 
which  are  uttered,  and  songs  written  on  the  other, 
must  be  our  subject  on  future  occasions. 

will's  COJFEE-HOU8E9  APBIL  18. 

Letters  from  the  Hay-market '  inform  us,  that  on 

r  See  Nos.  1.  and  lH. 
8 
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Saturday  night  last  the  opera  of  Pyrrhus  and  Deme- 
trius •  was  performed  with  great  applause.  This  in- 
telligence is  not  very  acceptable  to  us  friends  of  the 
theatre  ;  for  the  stage  being  an  entertainment  of  the 
reason  and  all  our  faculties,  this  way  of  being  pleased 
with  the  suspense  of  them  for  three  hours  together, 
and  being  given  up  to  the  shallow  satisfaction  of  the 
eyes  and  ears  only,  seems  to  arise  rather  from  the 
djegeneracy  of  our  understanding,  than  an  improve- 
ment of  our  diversions^  That  the  understanding 
has  no  part  in  the  pleasure  is  evident,  from  what 
these  letters  very  positively  assert,  to  wit,  that  a  great 
part  of  the  performance  was  done  in  Itahan:  and  a 
great  critic "  fell  into  fits  in  the  gallery,  at  seeing, 

•  By  Owen  M'Swiney,  4to.  1709.  It  is  a  translation  from  the  Italian  of 
Scarlatti,  performed  at  the  queen's  theatre  in  the  Hay-market,  whit^h  was 
built  for  the  representation  of  operas,  introduced  into  England  about  the 
beginning  of  the  preceding  reign.  The  operas  were  at  first  in  Italian,  and 
the  famous  Nicolini  was  the  principal  performer  in  them. 

*  See  Tat.  Nos.  1.  and  20. 

«  Mr.  Dennis  had  an  irreconcileable  hatred  to  the  Opera.  In  a  letter 
to  lord  Oxford,  he  tells  the  Treasurer,  *  before  generous  and  reasonable 
arts  can  be  restored,  Delenda  eft  Carthago,  the  Opera,  that  barbarous  and 
potent  rival,  must  be  destroyed. — ^Harl.  MSS.  3892.  An  annotator  on  the 
Dunciad  says,  that  Gay's  *  Beggar's  Opera '  drove  out  of  England,  for  that 
season,  the  Italian  Opera,  which  had  carried  all  before  it  for  ten  years. 
That  idol  of  the  nobility  and  people,  which  the  great  critic,  Mr.  Dennis, 
by  the  labours  and  outcries  of.  a  whole  life,  could  not  overthrow,  was  de- 
molished by  a  single  stroke  of  [Gay's]  this  gentleman's  pen.  This  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1728.  Yet  so  great  was  his  [Gay's]  modesty,  that  he 
constantly  prefixed  to  all  the  editions  of  his  celebrated  *  Beggar's  Opera,' 
this  motto  *  Nos  Jubc  novimus  esse  nihU,' — ^Dunciad,  b.  iii.  1.  550.  note. 
Pope's  *  Works,'  vol.  iii.  ed.  1770,  cr.  8vo.  p.  184.  Sir  John  Hawkins 
contends,  that  this  assertion  is  unwarranted,  that  the  '  Beggar's  Opera ' 
is  not  a  burlesque  of  the  Italian  Opera,  and  that  there  is  no  foundation  in 
truth  for  saying  that  Gay,  by  this  publication,  contributed  to  bring  the 
Italian  Opera  into  contempt,  &c.  The  truest  burlesque  of  the  Italian 
Opera,  Sir  John  thinks,  was  the  Dragon  and  Dragoness  of  Wantley,  written 
by  the  facetious  Harry  Carey,  and  set  to  music  by  Frederick  Lampe,  a 
Saxon. — *  Hist,  of  Music,'  vol.  v.  p.  186,  and  515. 

J.  Dennis  was  the  son  of  a  saddler,  a  citizen  of  London,  where  he  was 
bom  in  1657.  He  was  first  educated  under  Dr.  Horn,  at  the  school  of 
Harrow  on  the  Hill,  from  whence  he  went  to  Caius  College,  Cambridge^ 
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not  only  time  and  place,  but  languages  sind  nations 
confused  in  the  most  incorrigible  manner.  His 
spleen  is  so  extremely  moved  on  this  occasion,  that 
he  is  going  to  publish  another  treatise  against  operas, 
which,  he  thinks,  have  already  inclined  us  to  thoughts 
of  peace,  and,  if  tolerated,  must  infallibly  dispirit  us 
from  carrying  on  the  war.  He  has  communicated 
his  scheme  to  the  whole  room,  and  declared  in  what 
manner  things  of  this  kind  were  first  introduced.  He 
has  upon  this  occasion ,  considered  the  nature  of 
sounds  in  general,  and  made  a  very  elaJ?orate  digres- 
sion upon  the  London  cries,  wherein  he  has  shown, 
from  reason  and  philosophy,  why  oysters  are  cried, 
card-matches  sung,  and  turnips  and  all  other  vege- 
tables neither  cried,  sung,  nor  said,  but  sold,  with  an 
accent  and  tone  neither  natural  to  man  nor  beast. 
This  piece  seems  to  be  taken  from  the  model  of  that 

in  161  Sf  where  he  was  regularly  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Batchelor  of 
Arts.  He  was  expelled  the  college  for  literally  attempting  to  stab  a  per- 
son in  the  dark.  He  afterwards  made  the  toor  of  Europe,  in  die  course  of 
which  he  conceived  a  rooted  detestation  of  despotism,  and  was  strongly 
confirmed  in  the  Whig  principles,  which  he  had  early  imbibed.  On  this 
score  he  obtained  the  patronage  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  pro- 
cured him  a  place  in  the  Customs,  worth  120/.  per  ann.  His  profusion,  or 
want  of  economy,  obliged  him  to  sell  it,  with  the  reservation  of  an  an- 
nuity for  a  certain  term  of  years,  which  he  outlived,  so  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  was  reduced  to  extreme  necessity.  His  early  acquaint- 
ance with  Dryden,  Wycherley,  Congreve,  and  Southern,  had  inspired  him 
with  a  passion  for  poetry,  and  a  contempt  for  every  attainment  that  was 
not  connected  with  JBeUei  Lettresy  which  diverted  him  from  the  acquisi- 
don  of  any  profitable  art,  or  the  exercise  of  any  profession.  He  is  described 
here  as  *  a  great  critic ; '  and  he  had  certainly  some  claim  to  the  character, 
for  he  was  undoubtedly  possessed  of  much  erudition,  and  some  judgment. 
But  his  self-conceit,  and  ill-temper,  which  led  him  into  a  dictatorial,  violent, 
and  scurrilous  manner  of  writing,  rendered  him  universally  odious  to  his 
contemporaries,  with  whom  he  was  continually  squabbling.  The  tender- 
ness which  his  poverty  excited,' he  counteracted  by  his  indiscretion,  and 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  arrogance'  and  malignity  which  he  manifested  in  his 
writings.  For  the  wits  of  his  time,  in  return  for  his  illiberal  attacks,  hisr 
personal  invectives,  and  the  horseplay  in  his  rtnUeryy  soused  him  all  over 
with  ridicule,  and  reduced  him,  in  the  end,  to  a  bitter  dependence  on  their 
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excellent  discourse  of  Mrs,  Manly*  the  school- 
mistress, concerning  samplers.  Advices  from  the 
upper  end  of  Piccadilly  say,  that  May^fair  ^  is  utterly 
abolished;  and  we  hear  Mr.  Pinkethman'  has  re- 
moved his  ingenious  company  of  strollers  to  Green- 
wich. But  other  letters  from  Deptford  say,  the  com- 
pany is  only  making  thither,  and  not  yet  settled ;  but 
that  several  heathen  gods  and  goddesses,  which  are 
to  descend  in  machines,  landed  at  the  King's  Head 
stairs  last  Saturday.  Venus  and  Cupid  went  on  foot 
from  thence  to  Greenwich ;  Mars  got  drunk  in  the 
town,  and  broke  his  landlord's  head,  for  which  he 
sat  in  the  stocks  the  whole  evening ;  but  Mr.  Pin- 
kethman  giving  security  that  he  should  do  nothing 
this  ensuing  summer,  he  was  set  at  liberty.  The 
most  melancholy  part  of  all  was,  that  Diana  was 
taken  in  the  act  of  fornication  with  a  boatman,  and 
committed  by  justice  Wrathful;  which  has,  it  seems, 
put  a  stop  to  the  diversions  of  the  theatre  at  Black- 
heath.  But  there  goes  down  another  Diana  and  a 
Patient  Grissel  next  tide  from  Billingsgate. 

services^  for  a  niggardly  and  precarious  subsistence.  He  died,  aged  77,  in 
1735, 

«  See,  in  Dr.  King's  Works,  vol.  ii.  8vo,  edit,  1776,  '  An  Essay  on  the 
Invention  of  Samplers,  by  Mrs.  Arabella  Manly,  School-mistress  at  Hack- 
ney.* 

y  See  the  presentment  of  May-fair  by  the  grand  jury  of  Westminster, 
an.  1708,  in  Stow's  Survey,  &c.  edit.  6,  1755,  vol.  ii.  p.  178.  It  was  en- 
tirely abolished  in  the  year  1709;  Shepherd's-market,  nearCurzon-street, 
was  built  on  the  spot  where  it  was  held ;  and  the  surrounding  district  is 
styled  May-&ir. 

*  The  facetious  Mr.  Pinkethman  formed  himself  upon  Leigh,  whose 
pleasant  extravagancies  were  all  the  flowers  of  his  own  fancy.  Honest 
Pinkey  made  use  of  the  stock  his  predecessor  had  left,  and  was  a  very 
valuable  copy  of  him.  We  as  seldom  see  a  good  actor  as  a  good  poet  aride 
from  the  bare  imitation  of  another's  genius.  *  If  this,'  says  Gibber,  '  be  a 
general  rule,  Penkethman  was  the  nearest  to  an  exception  from  it.  He 
had  certainly  from  nature  a  great  deal  of  comic  power  about  him,  but  his 
judgment  was  by  no  means  equal  to  it,  for  he  would  make  frequent  deWa- 
ttions  into  the  whimsies  of  an  Harlequin.'--Cibber'8  Apology,  vol.  i*  p.  1 12. 
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It  is  credibly  reported  that  Mr.  D — y '  has  agreed 
with  Mr.  Pinkethman  to  have  his  play  acted  before 
that  audience  as  soon  as  it  has  had  its  first  sixteen 
days  run  in  Drury-lane. 

6T.  JAMES's  COFFEE-HOtTSE,  APEIL  16. 

They  write  from  Saxony  of  the  thirteenth  instant 
N.  S.  that  the  grand  general  of  the  crown  of  Poland 
was  so  far  from  entering  into  a  treaty  with  king  Sta- 
nislaus, that  he  had  written  circular  letters,  wherein 
he  exhorted  the  Palatines  to  join  against  him  j  declar- 
ing  that  this  was  the  most  favourable  conjuncture  for 
asserting  their  liberty. 

Letters  from  the  Hague  of  the  twenty-third  in- 
stant N.  S.  say,  they  have  advices  from  Vienna, 
which  import,  that  his  Electoral  Highness  of  Han- 
over had  signified  to  the  Imperial  Court,  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  troops 
of  the  Empire,  except  more  effectual  measures 
were  taken  for  acting  vigorously  against  the  enemy 
the  ensuing  campaign.  Upon  this  representation  the 
Emperor  has  given  orders  to  several  regiments  to 
march  towards  the  Rhine,  and  despatched  expresses 
to  the  respective  Princes  of  the  empire,  to  desire  an 
augmentation  of  their  forces^ 

These  letters  add,  that  an  express  arrived  at  the 
Hague  on  the  twentieth  instant,  with  advice,  that 
the  enemy  having  made  a  detachment  from  Tournay 
of  fifteen  hundred  horse,  each  trooper  carrying  a  foot 
soldier  behind  him,  in  order  to  surprise  the  garrison 
of  Alost  i  the  allies,  upon  notice  of  their  march,  sent 

*  Tom  DTTrfey ;  and  the  play  here  alluded  to  was  his  Modern  Pro{^t8, 
C  4to.  1709.  See  Tat  Noft.  1.  and  11.  This  piece  is  an  excessively  bad 
one.  A  fentlonan  retundng  from  it,  or  from  some  other  of  D'Urfey's 
bad  plays,  the  first  night  it  was  acted,  said  to  Dryden,  *  Was  there  ever 
such  stuiT?*— *  Sir,*  replied  Dryden,  *  you  don't  know  my  finend  Tom  sa 
^ell  as  I  do;  I'll  answer  for  him  he  shall  write  worse  yet'-— Medley, 
No.  16. 

VOL.  I.  I> 
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out  a  strong  body  of  troops  from  Ghent^  which  en- 
gaged the  enemy  at  Asche,  and  took  two  hundred  of 
them  prisoners,  obliging  the  rest  to  retire  without 
making  any  farther  attempt.     On  the  twenty-second 
in,the  morning  a  fleet  of  merchant  ships  coming  from 
Scotland  were  attacked  by  six  French  privateers  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Meuse.     We  have  yet  no  certain 
advice  of  the  event :  but  letters  from  Rotterdam  say, 
that  a  Dutch  man  of  war  of  forty  guns,  which  was 
convoy  to  the  said  fleet,  was  taken,  as  were  also 
eighteen  of  the  merchants*     The  Swiss  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  States  have  completed  the  augmenta- 
tion of  their  respective  companies.     Those  of  Wir- 
temberg  and  Prussia  are  expected  on  the  frontiers 
within  a  few  days ;  and  the  auxiliaries  from  Saxony, 
as  also  a  battalion  of  Holstein,  and  another  of  Wol- 
fenbuttle,  are  advancing  thither  with  all  expedition. 
On  the  twenty-first  instant  the  Deputies  of  the  States 
had  a  conference  near  Woerden  with  the  President 
Rouille,  but  the  matter  which  was  therein  debated  is 
not  made  public.     His  grace  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough and  prince  Eugene  continue  at  the  Hague. 

FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  APRIL  18. 

I  HAVE  lately  been  very  studious  for  intelligence,  and 
have  just  now,  by  my  astrological  flying  post,  re- 
ceived a  packet  from  Felicia  %  an  island  in  America, 
with  an  account  that  gives  me  great  satisfaction,  and 
lets  me  understand  that  the  island  was  never  in 
greater  prosperity,  or  the  administration  in  so  good 
hands,  since  the  death  of  their  late  glorious  king. 
These  letters  import,  that  the  chief  minister  has 
entered  intq  a  firm  league  with  the  ablest  and  best 
men  of  the  nation,  to  carry  on  the  cause  of  liberty,  to 

^  In  this  allegorical  paper,  by  Felicia  is  meant  Britain.      .  ^ 
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the  encouragement  of  religion,  virtue^  and  honour. 
Those  persons  at  the  helm  are  so  usrful,  and  in  them- 
selves of  such  weight,  that  their  strict  alliance  must 
needs  tend  to  the  universal  prosperity  of  the  people* 
Camillo  %  it  seems,  presides  over  the  deliberations  of 
state;  and  is  so  highly  valued  by  aU  men,  for  his 
singular  probity,  courage,  a£&bility,  and  love  of  man- 
kind, that  his  being  placed  in  that  station  has  dissi- 
pated the  fears  of  that  people,  who  of  all  the  world 
are  the  most  jealous  of  their  liberty  and  happiness, 
and  the  least  provident  for  their  security.  TTie  next 
member  of  their  society  is  Horatio  \  who  makes  all 
the  public  despatches.  This  minister  is  master  of  all 
the  languages  in  use  to  great  perfection.  He  is  held 
in  the  highest  veneration  imaginable  for  a  isevere 
honesty  and  love  of  his  country :  he  lives  in  a  court 
unsullied  with  any  of  its  artifices,  the  refuge  of  the 
oppressed,  and  terror  of  oppressors.  Martio*  has 
joined  himself  to  this  council ;  a  man  of  most  un- 
daunted resolution  and  great  knowledge  in  maritime 
affairs ;  famous  for  destroying  the  navy  of  the  Franks^, 
and  singularly  happy  in  one  particular,  that  he  never 
preferred  a  man  who  has  not  proved  remarkably 
serviceable  to  his  country.  Philander  ^  is  mentioned 
with  particular  distinction;  a  nobleman  who  has  the 
most  refined  taste  of  the  true  pleasures  aj^id  elegance 
of  life,  joined  to  an  indefatigable  industry  in  busi- 
ness ;  a  man  eloquent  in  assemblies,  agreeable  in 
conversation,  and  dextrous  in  all  manner  of  public 
negotiations.     These    letters   add,    that  Verono  \ 

^  John  Lord  Somen,  president  of  the  council. 

<>  Sidney  earl  of  Godolphin,  lord  high  treasurer. 

«  Edward  Russell,  earl  of  Orford. 

'  At  La  Hogue,  in  1692.  i 

e  William  Cavendish  duke  of  Devonshire,  lord  stewiEurdof  the  household. 

^  Thomas  earl  of  Wharton,  lord-lieutenant  of  Irelai}<].    : 
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who  is  also  of  this  council,  has  lately  set  sail  to  his 
government  of  Patricia,  with  design  to  confirm  the 
affections  of  the  people  in  the  interests  of  his  queen. 
This  minister  is  master  of  great  abilities,  and  is  as 
industrious  and  restless  for  the  preservation  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  as  the  greatest  enemy  can  be 
to  subvert  them.  The  influence  of  these  personages, 
who  are  men  of  such  distinguished  parts  and  virtues, 
makes  the  people  enjoy  the  utmost  tranquillity  in  the 
midst  of  a  war,  and  gives  them  undoubted  hopes  c^  a 
secure  peace  from  their  vigilance  and  integrity.  ' 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Upon  the  humble  petition  of  running  stationers,  &c,  thii  ^pef&  may  be 
had  of  them,  for  the  future,  at  the  price  of  one  penny  \ 


No.  5.    TUESDAY,  April  gl,  I709.» 

Quicquid  agunt  homines  — 

•^  notti  est/arpogo  SbeSL 

Juv.  Sat.  L  85y  »€. 

¥rhate*cr  men  do,  or  fi»y»  or  think,  or  drewp, 

Out  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


1fHIT£'f  CHOCOLATS-HOD8B»  APKIL  Sa 

^  Who  names  that  lost  tbing,  love,  without  a  teaF, 
Since  fio  debauch'd  hy  ill-bred  customs  here  ? 
To  an  exact  perfection  they  have  brought 
Th^  actioD^^  love,  the  passion  is  forgot.' 

This  was  long  ago  a  witty  author's'  lamentation,  but 
the  evil  still  continues ;  and  if  a  man  of  any  delicacy 
were  to  attend  the  discourse  of  the  young  fellows  of 

*  Steele's. 
&  The  preceding  papers  had  been  ^en  ^tis. 
k  See  Tatler,  No.  ^9. 
1  Queiy,  y^he  wta  this  witty  author? 
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thid  AgtBi  he  y^ould  bi^lieve  tbete  Were  none  Imt  pro- 
stitutes to  make  the  objects  of  pibi^ion.  So  true  it  i» 
what  the  author  of  the  abore  verses  said,  a  little 
before  his  death,  of  the  modem  pretenders  to  gal- 
lantry :  ^  they  set  up  for  wits  in  tbis  age,  by  Mying^ 
when  they  ard  sober,  what  they  of  the  list  spoke 
only  when  they  were  drunk/  But  Cupid  is  Hot  only 
blind  at  present^  but  dead  drunk ;  he  has  lost  all  his 
faculties}  else  how  should  Celia  be  so  l<mg  a  maid^ 
with  that  agreeable  behaviour  ?  Corinna  with  that 
sprightly  wit  ?  Lesbia  with  that  heavenly  voice  ?  and 
Sacharissa^  with  all  those  excellences  in  one  person, 
frequeAt  the  park,  the  play^  and  murder  the  poor 
tits  that  drag  her  to  public  places,  and  not  a  man 
turn  pale  at  her  appeai^ance  ?  But  such  is  the  fallen 
state  of  love,  that  if  it  were  not  for  honest  Cynthio  ", 
who  is  tme  to  the  cause,  we  should  hardly  have  a 
pattern  left  of  the  ancient  worthies  that  way :  and, 
indeed,  he  has  but  very  little  encouragement  to  per- 
severe ;  but  he  has  a  devotion,  rather  than  love,  for 
his  mistress,  and  says^ 

<  Only  tell  her  that  I  love. 

Leave  the  rest  to  her,  and  fete; 
Some  kind  planet  from  above 
May,  peiiiaps,  her  passion  move; 
Lovers  on  their  stars  roirst  vroh  ^' 

"  But  the  stars  1  am  so  intimately  acquainted  T*ith, 
that  I  can  assure  him  he  will  never  have  her :  for 
I  would  you  believe  it  ?  though  Cynthio  has  wit,  good 
sense,  fortune,  and  his  very  being  depends  upon  her, 
fhe  termagant  for  whom  be  sighs  is  in  love  with  a 

>n  Lord  Hinchinbroke.— ^ee  Tatler,  No8.  li  toki  3d.  i^i  tio^e^,  Ste.  ^tu 
His  name  is  in  the  list  of  those  who  voted  against  Steele's  expulsion. — 
See  Steele's  ^Apology  for  himself  and  Ins  irri(3Bgt«'*^iidnd.  1714, 4to.  p.  18* 

»  Part  of  a  song.  1^^  lord  Cuttt,  Steele'^  eadf  pii^tfoti.-»^ee  them  entire 
i^  Nichols's  '  Select  Collection,  1780/  toI.  iL  p.  527. 
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fellow  ^o  Stares  in  the  glass  all  the  time  he  is  with 
her,  and  lets  her  plainly  see  she  may  possibly  be  his 
rival,  but  never  his  mistress.    Yet  Cynthio,  the  same 
unhappy  man  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  first  narra- 
tive, pleases  himself  with  a  vain  imagination,  that 
with  the  language  of  his  eyes,  now  he  has  found  who 
she  is,  he  shall  conquer  her,  though  her  eyes  are 
intent  upon  one  who  looks  from  her  j  which  is  ordi- 
nary with  the  sex.     It  is  certainly  a  mistake  in  the 
ancients  to  draw  the  little  gentleman,  Love,   as  a 
blind  boy ;  for  his  real  character  is  a  little  thief  that 
squints.     For  ask  Mrs.  Meddle,  who  is  a  confident, 
or  spy,  upon  all  the  passions  in  town,  and  she  will 
tell  you  that  the  whole  is  a  game  of  cross  purposes. 
The  lover  is  generaUy  pursuing  one  who  is  in  pursuit 
of  another,   and  running  from  one  that  desires  to 
meet  him.     Nay,   the  natiu-e  of  this  passion  is  so 
justly  represented  in  a  squinting  little  thief  (who  is 
always  in  a  double  action),  that  do  but  observe  Cla- 
rissa** next  time  you  see  her,  and  you  will  find,  when 
her  eyes  have  made  their  soft  tour  round  the  com- 
pany, she  makes  no  stay  on  him  they  say  she  is  to 
marry,  but  rests  two  seconds  of  a  minute  on  Wildair, 
who  neither  looks  nor  thinks  on  her,  or  any  woman 
else.     However,  Cynthio '  had  a  bow  from  her  the 
other  day,  upon  which  he  is  very  much  come  to  him- 
self;  and  I  heard  him  send  his  man  of  an  errand  yes- 
terday,  without  any  manner  of  hesitation ;  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  which  he  reckoned  twenty,  remem- 
bered he  was  to  sup  with  a  friend,  and  went  exactly 
to  his  appointment     I  sent  to  know  how  he  did  this 
morning ;  and  I  find  that  he  hath  not  forgot  that  he 
gpoke  to  me  yesterday. 


o  See  the  preceding  paper. 

p  See  TaUer,  Nos.  l.  9. 22.  SS.  and  85. 
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WIIX'8  COFFBE-HOUiOE,  APEIL  20.  ■ ' 

This  week  being  sacred  to  holy  things,  and  no  public 
diversions  allowed,  there  has  been  taken  notice  of 
even  here  a  little  treatise,  called  *  A  Project  for  the 
Advancement  of  Religion : '  dedicated  to  the  coun- 
tess of  Berkeley  '^ :  the  title  was  so  uncommon,  and 
promised  so  peculiar  a  way  of  thinking,  that  every 
man  here  has  read  it,  and  as  many  as  have  done  so 
have  approved  it.  It  is  written  with  the  spirit  of  one 
who  has  seen  the  world  enough  to  undervalue  it 
with  good  breeding.  The  autlior  must  cerfaunly  be 
a  man  of  wisdom  as  well  as  piety,  and  have  spent 
much  time  in  the  exercise  of  both.  The  real  causes 
of  the  decay  of  the  interest  of  religion  are  set  forth 
in  a  clear  and  lively  manner,  without  unseasonable 
passions ;  and  the  whole  air  of  the  book,  as  to  the 
language,  the  sentiments,  and  the  reasonings,  shows 
it  was  written  by  one  whose  virtue  sits  easy  about  him, 
and  to  whom  vice  is  thoroughly  contemptible.  It 
was  said  by  one  of  this  company,  alluding  to  that 
knowledge  of  the  world  the  author  seems  to  have, 

*  The  man  writes  much  like  a  gentleman,  and  goes  to 
heaven  with  a  very  good  mien.* 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  april  20. 

Letters  from  Italy  say,  that  the  marquis  de  Prie, 
upon  the  receipt  of  an  express  from  the  court  of 
Vienna,  went  immediately  to  the  palace  of  cardinal 
Paulucci,  minister  of  state  to  his  holiness,  and  de- 
manded in  the  name  of  his  imperial  majesty,  that 
king  Charles  should  forthwith  be  acknowledged  king 
of  Spain,  by  a  solemn  act  of  the  congregation  of 
cardinals  appointed  for  that  purpose  :  he  declared  at 

n  First  published  by  Swift,  1709. — See  Orrery's  Remarks,  &c.  p.  69» 

*  The  gentleman  I  here  intended  was  Dr.  Swifl ;  this  kind  of  man  I  thought 
him  at  that  time.  We  have  not  met  of  late,  but  I  hope  he  deserves  this 
character  still,'— Steele's  Apology,  &c.  4to.  Lond,  1714,  p.  49, 
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the  same  time,  that  if  the  least  hesitation  were  made 
in  this  most  important  article  of  the  late  treaty,  he 
should  not  only  be  obliged  to  leave  Rome  himsdf, 
but  also  transmit  his  master^s  orders  to  the  imperial 
trooprs  to  face  about,  and  return  into  the  ecclesias- 
tical dominions.  When  the  cardinal  reported  this 
message  to  the  pope,  his  holiness  ws«  struck-  with 
so  sensible  an  affliction,  that  he  burst  into  tears: 
his  sorrow  was  aggravated  by  letters  which  imme- 
diately after  arrived  from  the  court  of  Madrid, 
wherein  his  nuncio  acquainted  him,  that,  upon  the 
news  of  his  accommodation  with  the  emperor,  he  had 
received  a  message  to  forbear  coming  to  court,  and 
the  people  were  so  highly  provoked,  that  they  could 
hardly  be  restrained  from  insulting  his  palace.  These 
letters  add,  that  the  king  of  Denmark  was  gone 
from  Florence  to  Rsa,  and  fit>m  Pisa  to  Leghorn, 
where  the  governor  paid  his  majesty  all  imaginable 
honours.  The  king  designed  to  go  from  thence  to 
Lucca,  where  a  magnificent  tournament  was  pr^ 
pared  for  his  diversion.  An  English  man  of  war, 
which  came  from  Port-Mahon  to  Leghorn  in  six 
days,  brought  advice,  that  the  fleet,  commanded  by 
admiral  Whitaker,  was  safely  arrived  at  Barcelona 
with  the  troops  and  ammunition  which  he  had  taken 
in  at  Naples. 

General  Boneval,  governor  of  Comachio,  had 
summoned  the  magistrates  of  all  the  towns  near 
that  place  to  appear  before  him,  and  take  an  oath  of 
fidelity  to  his  imperial  majesty,  commanding  also  the 
gentry  to  pay  him  homage,  on  pain  of  death  and 
confiscation  of  goods.  Advices  from  Switzerland 
inform  us,  that  the  bankers  of  Geneva  were  utterly 
ruined  by  the  failure  of  Mr.  Bernard.  They  add, 
that  the  deputies  of  the  Swiss  Cantcms  were  returned 
from   Soleure,  where  they  were  assembled  at  the 
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instance  of  the  French  ambassador,  but  were  very 
much  dissatisfied  with  the  reception  they  had  jfrom 
that  minister.  It  is  true,  he  omitted  no  civilities  or 
expressions  of  friendship  from  his  master,  but  he 
took  no  notice  of  their  pensions  and  arrears :  what 
farther  provoked  their  indignation  was,  that,  instead 
of  twenty-five  pistoles,  formerly  allowed  to  each 
member  for  their  charge  in  coming  to  the  diet,  he 
had  presented  them  with  six  only.  They  write  from 
Dresden,  that  king  Augustus  was  still  busy  in  re- 
cruiting his  cavalry,  and  that  the  Danish  troops  that 
lately  served  in  Hungary  had  orders  to  be  in  Saxony 
by  the  middle  of  May;  and  that  his  Majesty  of  Den- 
mark  was  expected  at  Dresden  in  the  beginning  of 
that  month.  King  Augustus  makes  great  prepara- 
tions for  his  reception,  and  has  appointed  sixty 
coaches,  each  drawn  by  six  horses,  for  that  purpose  : 
the  interview  of  these  princes  affords  great  matter  for 
speculation.  Letters  from  Paris  of  the  twenty-se- 
cond  of  this  month  say,  that  marshal  Harcourt  and 
the  duke  of  Berwick  were  preparing  to  go  into 
Alsace  and  Dauphin^,  but  that  their  troops  were  in 
want  of  all  manner  of  necessaries.  The  court  of 
France  had  received  advices  from  Madrid,  that  on 
the  seventh  of  this  month  the  States  of  Spain  had 
with  much  magnificence  acknowledged  the  prince  of 
Asturias  presumptive  heir  to  the  crown.  This  was 
performed  at  Buen-Retiro;  the  deputies  took  the 
oaths  on  that  occasion  from  the  hands  of  cardinal 
Portocarrero.  These  advices  add,  that  it  was  signi- 
fied to  the  pope's  nuncio  by  order  of  council^  to 
depart  from  that  court  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
that  a  guard  was  accordingly  appointed  to  omduct 
him  to  Bayonne. 

Letters  from  the  Hague  of  the  twenty*sixth  in- 
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stant  inform  us,  that  prince  Eugene  was  to«et  out 
the  nekt  day  for  Brussels,  to  put  all  things  in  readi- 
nefi«  for  opening  the  campaign*  They  add,  that  the 
grand  pensioner  having  reported  to  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  what  passed  in  the  last  conference  with 
Mr.  Rouille,  his  grace  had  taken  a  resolution  imme- 
diately to  return  to  Great  Britain,  to  communicate 
to  her  majesty  all  that  has  been  transacted  in  that 
important  affair. 

;      .  FROM  IfY  OWN  APARTMENT,  APRIL  20. 

The  nature  of  my  miscellaneous  work  is  such,  that  I 
shall  always  take  the  liberty  to  tell  for  news  such 
things  (let  them  have  happened  never  so  much  before 
the  time  of  writing)  as  have  escaped  public  notice,  or 
have  been '  misrepresented  to  the  world ;  provided 
that  I  am  still  within  ruleis,  and  trespass  not  as  a 
Tatler  any  farther  than  in  an  incorrectness  of  style, 
and  writing  in  an  air  of  common  speech.  Thus,  if 
any  thing  that  is  said,  even  of  old  Anchises  or  ^Eneasj 
be  set  by  me  in  a  different  light  than  has  hitherto 
been  hit  upon,  in  order  to  inspire  the  love  and  admi- 
ration of  worthy  actions,  you  wiU,  gentle  reader,  I 
hope,  accept  of  it  for  intelligence  you  had  not  before. 
But  I  am  going  upon  a  narrative,  the  matter  of  which 
I  know  to  be  true :  it  is  not  only  doing  justice  to  the 
deceased  merit*  of  such  persons,  as,  had  they  lived. 
Would  not  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  thank  me, 

«•  See  the  dedication  to  vol.  i.  and  Tat.  Nos.  9.  61.  and  271. 

»  A  severe  censurer  of  these  papers,  who  calls  himself  *  The  annotator 
bn  the  Tatler,'  diverts  himself  with  this  expression,  and  with  Unnion's  for- 
ge^tipg  his  wound,  )  Annotations  oa  the;  Tatler,  part  i.  p.  22.  The  little 
book  intitled  *  Aj:inotations  on  the  Tatler  in  two  parts,'  24mo,  is  said  to 
have  been  written  originally  in  French  by  monsieur  Boumelle,  and  trans- 
lated intb'Eii^iish  by  Walter  Wagstaff,  esq.  Lond.  1710.  See  Tatiier,  Nbs.. 
7.  and  10.  The  annotator  goes  no  farther  with  his  annotations  than  to 
TatleryNo.  8^.  See  the  notice  that  Steele  takes  of  this  little  book,  Tat- 
ler, Nos.  224.  and  229.  - 
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hut  also  an  instance  of  the  greatness  of  spirit  in  the 
lowest  of  her  majesty's  subjects.  Take  it  as  follows : 
At  the  siege  of  Namur  by  the  allies,  there  were  in 
the  ranks  of  the  company  commanded  by  captain 
Pincent,  in  colonel  Frederick  Hamilton's  regiment, 
one  Unnion  a  corporal,  and  one  Valentine  a  private 
sentinel :  there  happened  between  these  two  men  a 
dispute  about  a  matter  of  love,  which,  upon  some 
aggravations,  grew  to  an  irreconcileable  hatred. 
Unnion,  being  the  officer  of  Valentine,  took  all  op- 
portunities even  to  strike  his  rival,  and  profess  the 
spite  and  revenge  which  moved  him  to  it.  The  sen- 
tinel bore  it  without  resistance ;  but  frequently  said, 
be  would  die  to  be  revenged  of  that  tyrant.  They 
had  spent  whole  months  thus,  one  injuring,  the  other 
coniplaining ;  when,  in  the  midst  of  this  rage  towards 
each  other,  they  were  commanded  upon  the  attack  of 
the  castle,  where  the  corporal  received  a  shot  in  the 
thigh,  and  fell ;  the  Frengh  pressing  on,  and  he  ex- 
pecting to  be  trampled, to  death,  called  out  to  his 
enemy.  Ah,  Valentine!  can  you  leave  me  here? 
Valentine  immediately  ran  back,  and  in  the  midst  of 
a  thick  fire  of  the  French  took  the  corporal  upon  his 
back,  and  brought  him  through  all  that  danger  as  far 
as  the  abbey  of  Salsine,  where  a  cannon  ball  took  off 
bis  head:  his  body  fell  under  his  enemy  whom  he 
was  carrying  off.  Unnion  immediately  forgot  his 
wound,  rose  up,  tearing  his  hair,  and  then  threw  him- 
self upon  the  bleeding  carcass,  crying,  *  Ah,  Valen- 
tine !  was  it  few  me  who  have  so  barbarously  used 
thee,  that  thou  hast  died  ?  I  will  not  live  after  thee.* 
He  was  not  by  any  means  to  be  forced  from  the  body, 
but  was  removed  with  it  bleeding  in  his  arms,  and 
attended  with  tears  by  all  their  comrades  who  knew 
their  enmity.  ,  When  he  was  brought  to  a  tent,  hisi 
wounds  were  dressed  by  force ;  but  the  next  day,  still 
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calling  upon  Valentin^  aad  kmentiBg  hik  crudties  to 
him»  he  died  in  the  pangs  of  remorse  and  despair* 

It  may  be  a  question  among  men  of  noble  senti- 
ments, whether  of  these  unfortunate  persons  had  the 
greater  soul;  he  that  was  so  generous  as  to  venture 
his  life  for  his  enemy,  or  he  who  could  not  survive 
the  man  that  died,  in  laying  upon  him  sudi  an 
obligation  ? 

When  we  see  spirits  like  these  in  a  people,  to  what 
heights  may  we  not  suppose  their  glory  may  rise  ? 
but  (as  it  is  excellently  deserved  by  Sallust  0  it  is  not 
only  to  the  general  bent  of  a  nation  that  great  revolu- 
tions are  owing,  but  to  the  extraordinary  g^us  that 
lead  tiiem*  On  which  occasion,  he  proceeds  to  say, 
that  the  Roman  greatness  was  neither  to  be  attributed 
to  their  superior  pdUcy,  for  in  that  the  Carthaginians 
excelled;  nor  to  their  valour,  for  in  that  the  Frendi 
were  preferable;  but  to  particular  men,  who  were 
bom  for  the  good  of  their  country,  and  formed  far 
great  attempts*  This  he  says  to  introduce  the  cha^ 
racteiB  of  Caesar  and  Cato.  It  would  be  entering 
into  too  weighty  a  discourse  for  this  piace^  if  I  at- 
tempted to  show,  that  our  nation  has  produced  a» 
great  and  able  men  for  public  afiairs  as  any  otfaer« 
But  I  believe  the  reader  outruns  me,  and  fixes  his 
imagination  upon  the  duke  <^  Marlborough.  It  is^ 
methinks,  a  pleasing  reflection  to  consider  the  di^* 
pensations  of  Providence  in  the  fortune  of  this  ilknk 
trious  man,  who,  in  the  space  of  fi>rty  years,  has 
passed  through  all  the  gradations  of  hunsan  life^ 
until  he  has  ascended  to  the  character  cf  a  prince  % 

«  Sail,  Bell.  CadL  <»|»  SS. 

^  tn  the  year  1704,  in  consequence  of  the  memorable  victofy  al  Hoch- 
flted,  the  dnke  of  Marlboroiigfa  leas  appointed  a  prince  of  the  Empire ;  ami 
had  MUdenhdm  Miigned  fer  hk  jpnttdpalitjr.  Nor.  is,  ITOB.  M.  Mmw^ 
g«r  tapf  that  this  complimeaty  for  it  w9B  Httle  mof^  made  the  doiw  of 
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and  become  the  scouige  of  a  tyrant,  who  sat  on  one 
of  the  greatest  thrones  in  Europe,  before  the  man 
who  was  to  have  the  greatest  part  in  his  downfal, 
had  made  one  step  in  the  world.  But  such  elevations 
are  the  natural  consequences  of  an  exact  prudence, 
a  calm  courage,  a  well-governed  temper,  a  patient 
amMtion,  and  an  af&ble  behaviour.  These  arts,  as 
they  were  the  steps  to  his  greatness,  so  they  are  the 
pillars  of  it  now  it  is  raised.  To  this  her  glorious 
son.  Great  Britain  is  indebted  for  the  happy  conduct 
of  her  arms,  in  whom  she  can  boast  that  sl^  has  pro- 
duced a  man  formed  by  nature  to  lead  a  naticm  of 
hex^oes. 


No.  &    SATURDAY,  April gS,  1709* 

Quicqvid  agunt  kominet-^ 

—  nostri  est  farrago  UbeUu  Juv.  Sat.  L  85,  86. 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  thin)^,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  it»  theaie.  P. 


will's  coffbe-hotoe,  apbil  22. 

I  AM  just  come  from  visiting  Sappho  *,  a  fine  lady, 
who  writes  verses,  sings,  dances,  and  can  say  and  do 

Marlborough  more  haughty.  *  This  little  principality  in  the  claim  of  the 
house  of  Bavaria  must,^  says  he,  *  be  rendered  back  again  at  peace.*  See 
more,  *  Supplement  to  Swift's  Works,'  1779,  vol.  i.  pp.  ISO.  170.  Br. 
Swift  estimates  this  compliment  at  ac^OOO/.    8«e  Bxamiaer,  vpL  i.  No.  17. 

*  STJEELie'jk 

>  The  author  has  been  supposed  to  allude  here  to  Mrs.  Anne  Manley, 
|)i»  tfuthor^ss  €^  the  N^w  Atalaptv,  or  to  that  f^eeieuu^  who  assumed  tbt 
poetifca)  name  of  Comnai  and  who  is  probably  alluded  to  under  that  naivw 
«» thf^pppeoedrng  p^w,  Mra.  BUa.  Tho^mas.  But  the  chiuraotef  may  be  a»- 
«ig»e4  w^  grm^  probability  and  ooqSd^aoe,  to  Mn.  Bli99^et|i  Hey^ 
wood,  who  ha4  appeared  before  thia  time  upon  tibe  st^^e  in  Ir^aed,  apd 
WM  Jp  ait  resp.eot»  justsi^  a  cbaxtQtiMr  at  is.ediibitedheraiaDd  in  N^.  40, 
The  embellishments,  exaggerations,  &c.  introduced  into  ch^c^tprv  pot  en- 
tirely fictitious,  in  order  to  exhibit  them  ia  cMfijialuiV).  of  tp  wnrtfR  them 
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whatever  she  pleases,  without  the  imputation  of  any 
thing  that  can  injure  her  character  ;  for  she  is  so  well 
known  to  have  no  passion  but  self-love  ;  or  folly,  but 
affectation;  that  now,,  upon  any  occasion,  they  only  cry, 
<*  It  is  her  way  P  and,  *  That  is  so  like  her!'  without 
farther  reflection.  As  I  came  into  the  room,  she  cries, 
>  Oh ! .  Mr.  Bickerstaff,  I  am  utterly  undone ;  I  have 
broke  that  pretty  ItaUan  fan  I  showed  you  when  you 
were  here  last,  wherein  were  so  admirably  drawn  our 
iirst  parents  in  Paradise,  asleep  in  each  other's  arms. 
But  there  is  such  an  affinity  between  painting  and 
poetry,  that  I  have  been  improving  the  images  which 
were  raised  by  that  picture,  by  reading  the  same 
representation  in  two  of  our  greatest  poets.  Look 
you,  here  are  the  passages  in  Milton  and  in  Dryden. 
All  Milton's  thoughts  are  wonderfully  just  and  natu- 
ral, in  that  inimitable  description  which  Adam  makes 
of  himself  in  the  eighth  book  of  Paradise  Lost.  But 
there  is  none  of  them  finer  than  that  contained  in  the 
following  lines,  where  he  tells  us  his  thoughts*  when 
he  was  falUng  asleep  a  little  after  the  creation : 

<  While  thus  I  call'd,  and  stray'd  I  knew  not  whither. 

From  whence  I  first  drew  air,  and  first  beheld 
^  This  happy  light,  when  answer  none  return'd ; 

*  On  a  green  shady  bank,  profuse  of  flowers. 
Pensive  I  sate  me  down  ;  there  gentle  sleep 

,  First  found  me,  and  with  soft  oppression  seiz'd 
.  My  drowned  sense,  untroubled,  though  I  thought 

*  I  then  was  passing  to  my  former  state. 
Insensible,  and  forthwith  to  dissolve  ^.' 

from  notoriety,  made  it,  at  the  time  of  publication,  not  easy,  and  makes  it 
now  more  difficult,  to  apply  them  with  certainty  to  the  real  persons  in- 
tended. Sappho,  whoever  she  was,  makes  her  appeerance  again  in  Tatler, 
No.  40.  As  she  is  there  represented  to  greater  advantage,  it  would  seem  as 
if  Steele  had  meant  to  obviate  some  objection  to  what  is  said  of  her  here. 
See  Biogr.  Dram^  art.  Manley.  Biogr.  Britan.  vol.  v.  p.  3414,  N.  &c.  Dun- 
ciad,  b.  ii.  1.  70.  . 

*  y  Paradise  Lost,  b.  viii.  285.  ,     - 
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But  now  I  cannot  forgive  this  odious  thin^,  this 
Dryden,  who,  in  his  State  of  Innocence,  has  given 
my  great  grandmother  Eve  the  same  apprehension  of 
annihilation  on  a  very  different  occasion ;  as  Adam 
pronounces  it  of  himself,  when  he  was  seized  with  a 
pleasing  kind  of  stupor  and  deadness ;  Eve  fancies 
herself  falling  away,  and  dissolving  in  the  hurry  of  a 
rapture.  However  the  verses  are  very  good,  and  I 
do  not  know  but  what  she  says  may  be  natural  j  I 
will  read  them : 

*  When  your  kind  eyes  look'd  languishing  on  mine. 
And  wreathing  arms  did  soft  embraces  join ; 
A  doubtful  trembling  seiz'd  me  first  all  o'er. 
Then  wishes,  and  a  v/armth  unknown  before ; 
What  follo,w*d  was  all  ecstasy  and  trance. 
Immortal  pleasures  round  my  swimming  eyes  did  dance, 
And  speechless  joys,  in  whose  sweet  tumults  tost, 
I  thought  my  breath  and  my  new  being  lost'  .  - 

She  went  on,  and  said  a  thousand  good  things  at 
random,  but  so  strangely  niixed,  that  you  would  be 
apt  to  say,  all  her  wit  is  mere  good  luck,  and  not  the 
effect  of  reason  and  judgment.  When  I  made  my 
escape  hither,  I  found  a  gentleman  playing  the  critic 
on  two  other  great  poets,  even  Virgil  and  Homer*. 
He  was  observing  that  Virgil  is  mwe  judicious  than 
the  other  in  the  epithets  he  gives  his  hero.  *  Homer's 
usual  epithet,*  said  he,  *  is  rioSa^  a)*yj,  or  no5«f<»if,  and 
his  indiscretion  has  been  often  rallied  by  the  critics^ 
for  mentioning  the  nimbleness  of  foot  in  Achilles,' 
though  he   describes   him    standing,   sitting,   lying, 

B  Addison,  on  reading  here  this  curious  remark  upon  Virgil,  which  he. 
himself  had*  communicated  to  Steele,  instantly  discovered  that  his  friend 
was  the  author  of  the'Tatler,  to  which  he  very  soon  after  became  a. prin- 
cipal contributor.  He  was  at  this  time  in  Ireland,  secretary  to  lord  Whar-. 
ton ;  aiid  returned  to  England  with  the  lord-lieutenant,  the  8th  of  Sep-; 
tember  following,  A  J).  1 709.-:rTickeirs  Preface  to  Addisoja's  Works;  ..     ,. 
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down,  fighting,  eating,  drinking,  or  in  any  other 
circumstance,  however  foreign  or  repugnant  to  speed 
and  activity,  Virgil's  common  epithet  to  JSneas  is 
Pius,  or  Pater.  •  I  have  therefore  considered,*  said 
he,  *  what  passage  there  is  in  any  of  his  hero's  ac- 
tions, where  either  of  these  appellations  would  have 
been  most  improper,  to  see  if  I  could  catch  him  at 
the  same  fault  with  Homer :  and  this,  I  think,  is  his 
meeting  with  Dido  in  the  cave,  where  Pius  JEneas 
would  have  been  absurd,  and  Pater  ^neas  a  bur- 
lesque :  the  poet  therefore  wisely  dropped  them  both 
for  Dtia:  Trqjantis ;  which  he  has  repeated  twice  in 
Juno's  speech,  and  his  own  narration :  for  he  very 
well  knew  a  loose  action  might  be  consistent  enough 
with  the  usual  manners  of  a  soldier,  though  it  be- 
came neither  the  chastity  of  a  pious  man,  nor  the 
gravity  of  the  father  of  a  people*.' 

*  Addison  most  probably  meant  and  mentioned  this  in  the  way  of  rail- 
lery to  his  friend,  captun  Steele.  On  the  supposition  of  its  being  a  serious 
cridcism,  what  follows  is  offered  with  diffidence  in  defence  of  an  opinion 
t^at  Dido  was  the  Dux  in  this  adventure.  To  her  the  same  epithet  is  ap- 
plicable in  the  speech  of  Juno  and  the  narration  of  Virgil,  which  was  ap- 
plied to  h^  before,  Mn.  lib.  i.  368.  However  this  be,  there  is  an  equal 
beauty  and  propriety  in  the  poet's  droj^ing  the  usual  epithets  of  Pius  and 
Faier  on  this  occasion,  and  using  simply  the  word  *  Trojanus^  to  degrade 
fals  hero  to  a  mere  man.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  case  in  the  reign 
.  of  queen  Anne,  in  the  days  of  ^neas  and  Virgil  history  does  not  brand 
the  military  character  with  the  imputation  of  manners  so  irreconcileable  to 
Mtf  chatHty  of  a  pi&ttt  nuMt  or  to  the  gravity  of  the  father  of  a  people,  as 
to  warrant  a  promiscuous  indiscriminating  censure  of  this  nature.  The 
writer  of  this  note,  moreover,  begs  leave,  in  aid  of  his  argument,  to  refer  tp 
a  most  apposite  passage,  which  contains  an  observation  very  similar  to  his 
own,  on  Viigil  and  Virgil's  times,  in  Tatler,  No.  1 5. 

In  a  period  less  remote,  and  a  country  more  familiar,  a  notable  corrup- 
tion of  language  suggests  a  serious  reflection  not  less  unfavourable  to  ^e 
profession  of  a  soldier,  than  this  jocular  remark  of  Addison. 

In  Chaucer,  the  word  bavde,  now  perverted  to  a  bad  mefming,  occurs 
often,  and  always  in  its  primary  innocuous  acceptation  of  hrwe*  Baudre  is 
there  used  mvarieldy  is  the  sense  of  bravery;  taxdlamdriek^  a  word  of  the 
same  fiunily,  now  obsolete,  signifies  a  $wor&girdle. 
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GBECIAN  COPFEB-ItOU^,  APRIL  M, 

While  other  parts  of  the  town  are  amused  with  the 
present  actions,  we  generally  spend  the  evening  at 
this  table  in  inquiries  into  antiquity,  and  think  any 
thing  news  which  gives  us  new  knowledge-  Thus 
we  are  making  a  very  pleasant  entertainment  to  our- 
selves in  putting  the  actions  of  Homer's  Iliad  into  an 
exact  journal. 

This  poem  is  introduced  by  Chryses,  king  of  Chry- 
sa  and  priest  of  Apollo,  who  comes  to  re-demand 
his  daughter,  who  had  been  carried  off  at  the  taking 
of  that  city,  and  given  to  Agamemnon  for  his  part  of 
the  booty.  The  refusal  he  received  enrages  Apollo, 
who  for  nine  days  showered  down  darts  upon  them, 
which  occasioned  the  pestilence. 

The  tenth  day  Achilles  assembled  the  council, 
and  encourages  Chalcas  to  speak  for  the  surrender  (rf 
ChryseVs,  to  appease  Apollo.  Agamemnon  and 
Achilles  storm  at  one  another,  notwithstanding 
which  Agamemnon  will  not  lelease  his  prisoner 
unless  he  has  Briseis  in  her  stead.  After  long  con- 
testations, wherein  Agamemnon  gives  a  glorious  cha- 
racter of  Achilles's  valour,  he  determines  to  restore 
Chrysei's  to  her  father,  and  sends  two  heralds  to 
fetch  away  Briseis  from  Achilles,  who  abandons  him- 
self to  sorrow  and  despair*  His  mother  Thetis 
comes  to  comfort  him  under  his  affliction,  and  pro- 
mises to  represent  his  sorrowful  lamentation  to  Ju- 
piter ;  but  he  could  not  attend  to  it,  for,  the  evening 
before,  he  had  appointed  to  divert  himself  for  two 
days  beyond  the  seas  with  the  harmless  Ethiopians. 

It  was  the  twenty-first  day  after  Chryseis's  arrival 
at  the  camp,  that  Thetis  went  very  early  to  demand 
an  audience  of  Jupiter.  The  means  he  used  to 
satisfy  her  were,  to  persuade  the  Greeks  to  attack 
tiie  Trojans,  that  so  they  might  perceive  the  coQse* 
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quence  of  contemning  Achilles,  and  the  miseries 
they  suffer,  if  he  does  not  head  them.  The  next 
night  he  orders  Agamemnon,  in  a  dream,  to  attack 
them ;  who  was  deceived  with  the  hopes  of  obtaining 
a  Victoryi,  and  also  taking  the  city,  without  sharii^ 
the  honour  with  Achilles. 

On  the  twenty-second  in  the  morning  he  assembles 
the  council,  and  having  made  a  feint  of  raising  the 
siege  and  retiring,  he  declares  to  them  his  dream; 
and,  together  with  Nestor  and  Ulysses,  resolves  on 
an  engagement. 

This  was  the  twenty-third  day,  which  is  full  of  in- 
cidents, and  which  continues  from  almost  the  begin- 
ning of  the  second  iliad  to  the  eighth.  The  armies 
being  then  drawn  up  in  view  of  one  another.  Hector 
brings  it  about  that  Menelaus  and  Paris,  the  two  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  quarrel,  should  decide  it  by  a 
single  combat,  which  tending  to  the  advantage  of 
Menelaus,  was  interrupted  by  a  cowardice  infused 
by  Minerva :  then  both .  armies  engage,  where  the 
Trepans  have  the  disadvantage ;  but  being  afterwards 
animated  by  Ap<dlo,  they  repulse  the  enemy,  yet 
they  are  once  again  forced  to  give  ground ;  but  their 
affairs  were  retrieved  by  Hector,  who  has  a  single 
combat  with  Ajax*  The  gods  threw  themselves  into 
the  battle:  Juno  and  Minarva  took  the  Grecians' 
part,  and  Apollo  and  Mars  the  Trojans' :  but  Mars 
and  Venus  are  both  wounded  by  Diomedes. 

The  trace  for  burymg  the  slain  ended  the  twenty- 
third  day,  after  which  the  Greeks  threw  up  a  great 
intrenchment  to  secure  their  navy  £rom  danger. 
Councils  are  held  on  both  sides.  On  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-fourth  day  the  battle  is  renewed,  but  in  a 
veiy  disadvantageous  manner  to  the  Greeks^  who 
are  beaten  back  to  their  intrenchments.  Agameia- 
japn,  b^iiig  in  despair  at  this  ill  success,  fproposes  tx> 
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the  ooimcii  to  quit  the  eo^eiprizei  and  retiie  fisom 
Ti^y.  But»  by  the  advice  pf  Nestor,  he  is  persuaded 
to  regain  AchUles,  by  retumiog  Bryseis,  and  sending 
him  c(msiderabie  presents.  Hereupon  Ulysses  and 
Ajax  are  3ent  to  that  hero,  who  continues  inflexible 
in  Hs  anger.  Ulysses,  at  his  return,  joins  himself 
with  Dioraedes,  and  goes  in  the  night  to  gain  intelH^ 
gence  of  the  enemy :  they  enter  into  their  very 
camp,  where  finding  the  centineis  asleep,  they  made 
a  great  slaughter.  Rhesus,  who  was  ju3t  then  ar«> 
rived  with  recruits  from  Thrace  for  the  Trojans,  was 
killed  in  that  action.  Here  ends  the  tenth  iliad* 
The  sequel  of  this  journal  will  be  inserted  in  the  next 
article  from  this  place. 

8T.  JAMBS's  COFFEE-HOUSE,  APRIL  32. 

We  hear  from  Italy,  that  notwithstanding  the  pope 
has  received  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Anjou,  de- 
manding  of  him  to  explain  himself  upon  the  ^fi^r  of 
acknowledgiog  king  Charles,  his  holiness  has  not 
yet  thought  fit  to  send  any  answer  to  that  prince* 
The  court  of  Rome  appears  very  much  mortified 
that  they  are  not  to  see  his  majesty  of  Denmark 
in  that  city,  having  perhaps  given  tiiemselves  vain 
hopes  from  a  visit  made  by  a  Protestant  prince  to 
that  see.  The  pope  has  despatched  a  gentleman  to 
con^liment  his  majesty,  and  sent  him  a  present  of 
all  the  curiosities  and  antiquities  of  Rome,  repte* 
seijted  in  seventeen  volumes  very  ricfcly  bound, 
which  were  taken  out  of  the  Vatican  library.  Let- 
ters J&om  Genoa  of  the  fourteailii  instuit  say,  that 
a  felucca  waa  arrived  there  in  five  days  frqjn  Mar- 
seilles, with  an  account  that  the  people  of  that  city 
had  made,  an  insunrection,  by  reason  of  the  sparcity 
of  provisions ;  and  that  the  intendant  had  ordered 
some  companies  of  marines,  and  the  men  belonging 
to  thje  galleys,  tp  stand  to  their  arims  to  protect  him 
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fix>m  violencia ;  but  that  he  began  to  be  in  as  much 
apprehension  of  his  guards,  as  those  from  whom 
they  were  to  defend  him.  When  that  vessel  came 
awayt  the  soldiers  murmured  publicly  for  want  of 
pay ;  and  it  was  generally  believed  they  would  pil- 
lage the  maga2dnes,  as  the  garrisons  of  Grenoble  and 
other  towns  of  France  had  already  done*  A  vessel 
which  lately  came  into  Leghorn  brought  advice,  that 
the  British  squadron  was  arrived  at  Port  Mahon, 
where  they  were  taking  in  more  troops,  in  order  to 
attempt  the  relief  of  Alicant,  which  still  made  a 
very  vigorous  defence.  It  is  said  admiral  Byng  will 
be  at  the  head  of  that  expedition.  The  king  of 
Denmark  was  gone  from  Leghdm  towards  Lucca. 

They  write  from  Vienna,  that  in  case  the  allies 
should  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  with  France, 
count  Zinzendorf  will  be  appointed  the  first  plenipo- 
tentiary, the  count  de  Goes  the  second,  and  monsieur 
van  Konsbruch  a  third.  Major-general  Palmes, 
envoy  extraordinary  from  her  Britannic  majesty,  has 
been  very  urgent  with  that  court  to  make  their 
utmost  efforts  against  France  the  ensuing  campaign, 
in  order  to  oblige  it  to  such  a  peace  as  may  establish 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe  for  the  future. 

We  are  also  informed,  that  the  pope  uses  all 
imaginable  shifis  to  elude  the  treaty  concluded  with 
the  emperor,  and  that  he  demanded  the  immediate 
restitution  of  Comacchio;  insisting  also,  that  his 
imperial  majesty  should  ask  pardon,  and  desire  abso- 
lution for  what  had  formerly  passed,  before  he  would 
solemnly  acknowledge  king  Charles*  But  this  was 
utterly  refused. 

They  hear  at  Vienna,  by  letters  from  Constanti- 
nople, dated  the  twenty-second  of  February  last, 
that  on  the  twelfth  of  that  month  the  grand  seignior 
took  occasion^  at  the  celebration  ofthe  festivals  of 
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the  musaulmen)  to  set  all  the  christian  slaves  which 
were  in  the  galleys  at  liberty. 

Advices  from  Switzerland  import,  that  the  preachy 
ers  of  the  county  of  Tockenburg  continue  to  create 
new  jealousies  of  the  protestants ;  and  some  disturb* 
ances  lately  happened  there  on  that  accoimt  The 
protestants  and  papists  in  the  town  of  Hamman  go 
to  divine  service  one  after  another  in  the  same 
church,  as  is  usual  in  many  other  parts  of  Switzer- 
land ;  but  on  Sunday  the  tenth  instant,  the  popish 
curate,  having  ended  his  service,  attempted  to  hinder 
the  protestants  from  entering  into  the  church  ac- 
cording to  custom,  but  the  protestants  briskly  at- 
tacked him  and  his  party,  and  broke  into  it  by  force. 

Last  night  between  seven  and  eight,  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  arrived  at  court. 

FROM  MY  OWN  APAKTMSKTy  AFBIL  S8. 

The  present  great  captains  of  the  age,  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  and  prince  Eugene,  having  been  the 
subject  of  the  discourse  of  the  last  company  I  wag 
in,  it  has  naturally  led  me  into  a  consideration  of 
Alexander  and  Cassar,  the  two  greatest  names  that 
ever  appeared  before  this  century.  In  order  to  enter 
into  their  characters,  there  needs  no  more  but  exa^ 
mining  their  behaviour  in  parallel  circumstances.  It 
must  be  allowed  that  they  had  an  equal  greatness  of 
soul ;  but  Ccesar's  was  more  corrected  and  allayed  by 
a  mixture  of  prudence  and  circumspection.  This  is 
seen  conspicuously  in  one  particular  in  their  histo- 
ries, wherein  they  seem  to  have  shown  exacUy  the 
difference  of  their  tempers.  When  Alexander,  after 
a  long  course  of  victories,  would  still  have  led  his 
soldiers  farther  from  home,  they  unanimously  refused 
to  follow  him.  We  meet  with  the  like  behaviour  in 
Ca^ar's  army  in  the  midst  of  his  march  against  Ario- 
vistus.    Let  us  therefore  observe  the  conduct  of  our 
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two  generals  in  so  liice  an  affair.  And  here  we  find 
Alexander  at  the  head  of  his  army  upbraiding  them 
with  their  cowardice  and  meanness  of  spirit ;  and  in 
the  end  telling  them  plainly  he  would  go  forward 
himself)  though  not  a  man  followed  him.  This 
showed  indeed  an  excessive  bravery  ;  but  how  would 
the  commander  have  come  oS,  if  the  speech  had  not 
succeeded,  and  the  soldiers  had  taken  him  at  his 
word?  The  project  seems  of  a  piece  with  Mr. 
Bayes's,  in  The  Rehearsal,  who,  to  gain  a  clap  in  his 
prologue,  comes  out  with  a  terrible  fellow  in  a  iur** 
cap  following  him,  and  tells  his  audience,  if  they 
would  not  like  his  play,  he  would  lie  down  and  have 
his  head  struck  off.  If  this  gained  a  clap,  all  was 
well ;  but  if  not,  there  was  nothing  left  but  for  the 
executioner  to  do  his  office.  But  Caesar  would  hot 
leave  the  success  of  his  speech  to  such  uncertain 
events :  he  shows  his  men  the  unreasonableness  of 
their  fears  in  an  obliging  manner,  and  concludes, 
that  if  none  else  would  march  along  with  him  he 
would  go  himself  with  the  tenth  legion,  for  he  was 
dssured  of  their  fidelity  and  valour,  though  all  the 
rest  forsook  him ;  not  but  that,  in  all  probability, 
they  were  as  much  against  the  march  as  the  res  t 
The  result  of  all  was  very  natural :  the  tenth  legion, 
fired  with  the  praises  of  their  general,  send  thanks 
to  him  for  the  just  opinion  he  entertains  of  them  ; 
and  the  rest»  ashamed  to  be  outdone,  assure  him, 
that  they  are  as  ready  to  follow  where  he  pleases  to 
lead  them,  as  any  other  part  of  the  army* 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
The  Common  Prayer  in  the  ancient  British  or  Welch  language,  com- 
plete with  the  Sd  Articles,  Sin^ng  Psalms,  Ac,  in  ISmo.  Published  with 
the  license  and  approbation  of  the  bishops,  and  purged  from  some  hundred 
errata  of  the  former  editions.  To  subscribers,  7/.  10*.  per  hundred ;  20*. 
per  dozen  to  those  who  give  them  away,  and  2s,  for  every  sin^e  book. 
Bokl  bf  Robert  Whhekdge,  at  theBH)le,  Ia  Av»-MafiB-laiie. 
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No.  1.    TUESDAY^  April  265   1709.* 

Qvic^iM  aguni  hominet — 

— nostri  est  farrago  libeUu  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dr^m. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


*  It  is  so  just  an  observation,  that  mocking  ip  catch- 
ing, that  I  am  become  an  unhappy  instance  of  it, 
and  am  (in  the  same  manner  that  I  have  represented 
Mr:  Partridge**)  myself  a  dying  man  in  comparison 
of  the  vigour  with  which  I  first  set  out  in  the  world. 
Had  it  been  otherwise,  you  may  be  sure  I  would  not 
have  pretended  to  have  given  for  news,  as  I  did  la^t 
Saturday,  a  diary  of  the  siege  of  Troy.  But  man  is 
a  creature  very  inconsistent  with  himself.  The 
greatest  heroes  are  sometimes  fearful  j  the  sprightliest 
wits  at  some  hours  dull ;  and  the  greatest  politicians 
on  some  occasions  whimsical.  But  I  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  palliate  or  excuse  the  matter  j  for  I  find,  by 
a  calculation  of  my  own  nativity,  that  I  cannot  hold 
out  with  any  tolerable  wit  longer  than  two  minutes 
after  twelve  of  the  clock  at  night  between  the 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  of  the  next  month :  for 
which  space  of  time  you  may  still  expect  to  hear 
from  me>  but  no  longer;  except  you  wiU  transmit  to 
me  the  occurrences  you  meet  with  relating  to  your 
amours,  or  any  other  subject  within  the  rules  by 
which  I  have  proposed  to  walk.     If  any  gentleman 

*  S-raELfi's. 

^  See  Tatler,  Nos,  1.  \\,Z5,  and  44.  <  This  man  was  a  shoemaker  in 
Covent-garden  in  1680,  yet  styled  himself  physician  to  his  majesty  in  1682. 
Buty  though  he  was  one  of  the  sworn  physicians,  he  never  attended  the 
court,  nor  received  any  salary.' — See  Granger's  Biog.  Hist,  of  England^ 
4to.  1769,  vol.  ii.  p.  11,  p.  322,  and  p.  379  j  and  see  the  separate  article  of 
Partridge  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  volume  of  this  edition  of  the  Tatler. 
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or  lady  sends  to  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  esq.  at  Mn  Mor- 
phew's,  near  Stationers'-hall,  by  the  penny-post»  the 
grief  or  joy  of  their  soul,  what  they  think  fit  of  the 
matter  shall  be  related  in  colours  as  much  to  their 
advantage,  as  those  in  which  Gervas-  has  drawn  the 
agreeable  Chloe.  But  since,  without  such  assistance, 
I  frankly  confess,  and  am  sensible  that  I  have  not  a 
month's  wit  more,  I  think  I  ought,  while  I  am  in 
my  sound  health  and  senses,  to  make  my  will  and 
testament,  which  I  do  in  manner  and  form  following : 

*  ImprimSy  I  give  to  the  stock-jobbers  about  the 
Exchange  of  London,  as  a  security  for  the  trusts, 
daily  reposed  in  them,  all  my  real  estate,  which  I  do 
hereby  vest  in  the  said  body  of  worthy  citizens  for 
ever. 

^  Item^  Forasmuch  as  it  is  very  hard  to  keep  land 
in  repair  without  ready  cash,  I  do,  out  of  my  personal 
estate,  bestow  the  bear-skin^  which  I  have  frequently 
lent  to  several  societies  about  this  town,  to  supply 
their  necessities ;  I  say,  I  give  also  the  said  bear- 
skin as  an  immediate  fund  to  the  said  citizens  for 
ever. 

'  Item^  I  do  hereby  appmnt  a  certain  number  of 
the  said  citizens  to  take  all  the  custom-house  or  cus-^ 
tomary  oaths  concerning  all  goods  impcnrted  by  the 
whole  city,  strictly  directing  that  some  select  mem* 
bers,  and  not  the  whole  number  of  a  body  corporate^ 
should  be  peijured. 

«  Jerva&— See  Tatler,  No.  4.  and  note. 

d  Stock-jobbers,  who  contract  for  a  future  traaflfer  of  stock  wbicb 
they  do  not  possess,  are  called  sellers  of  bear-skins ;  and  universally  who- 
ever sells  what  he  does  not  possess,,  is  said  proverlually  to  sell  the  bear's 
skin,  while  the  bear  runs  in  the  woods<-^ee  Swift's  Works,  vol.  xx.  p.  34„ 
and  Tatler,  No.  38.  In  the  language  of  Exchang;e-all^,  Bears  ngnify 
those  who  buy  stock  which  they  cannot  receive,  or  who  sell  stock  which 
they  have  not.  Those  who  pay  money  for  what  they  purchase,  or  lAio  sell 
stock  which  they  reaSy  have,  are  called  BuOs, 
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*  Itemt  I  forbid  all  n- s  and  persoi»  of  q— ^— ty 

to  watch  bargains  near  and  about  the  Exchange,  to 
the  diminution  and  wrong  of  the  said  stock-jobbers. 

*  Thus  far,  in  as  brief  and  intelligible  a  manner  as 
any  will  can  appear,  until  it  is  explained  by  the 
learned,  I  have  disposed  of  my  reid  and  personal 
estate ;  but  as  I  am  an  adept*  I  have  by  birth  an 
equal  right  to  give  also  an  indefeasible  title  to  my 
endowments  and  qualifications,  which  I  do  in  the 
following  manner : 

*  Item,  I  give  my  chastity  to  all  virgins  who  have 
withstood  their  market. 

*  Jtemy  I  give  my  courage  among  all  who  are 
ashamed  of  their  distressed  friends,  all  sneakers  in 
assemblies,  and  men  who  show  valour  in  common 
conversation. 

* /te/w,  I  give  my  wit  (as  rich  men  give  to  the 
rich)  among  such  as  think  they  have  enough  already. 
And  in  case  they  shall  not  accept  of  the  legacy,  I 
give  it  to  Bentivdio^  to  defend  his  works,  from  time 
to  time,  as  he  shall  think  fit  to  publish  them. 

«  In  an  edition  of  the  papers  of  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  esq.  it  would  be  unge- 
rous  and  unjust  to  introduce  any  observation  or  report  prejudieiai  to  the 
character  of  sir  Richard  Steele,  unless  with  the  view  of  confuting  or  ezte* 
nuating  them.  Steele  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  last  eminent  men  in 
this  country,  who,  infatuated  with  the  notions  of  alchemy,  wasted  much 
money  in  search  of  the  philosopher's  stone.  He  certainly  had  a  laboratory 
at  Poplar,  now  converted  into  a  garden-house ;  perhaps  he  cultivated  ge- 
neral chemistry  there,  it  may  be,  at  greater  expense  than  his  fortune  could 
beart  Not  many  years  before  this  time,  Mr.  Boyle,  by  his  own  interest,  had 
procured  the  repeal  of  a  singularly  short  act  of  parliament,  5  Hen.  IV. 
made  to  restrsun  the  folly  of  alchemists.  Bishop  Watson  tells  us,  that  Mr. 
Boyle  did  this  probably  from  his  own  persuasion  of  the  possibility  of  the 
transmutation  of  metals  into  gold, — Chemic.  Ess.  vol.  L  p.  24, 

N.B,  Steele,  in  this  paper,  ranks  the  chemist  and  projector  with  pre* 
tenders.  That  Steele  was  afterwards  convinced  of  his  folly  in  this  pur- 
suit, appears  from  a  strong  passage  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  D.  Manley» 
published  by  that  lady,  in  the  angry  dedication  of  her  '  Memoirs,*  &c.  to 
Isaac  BickerstaQ  esq.— See  Tatler,  No,  177.  notes. 

'Dr.  Rich.  Bentley^bom  at  Wakefield  in  Yorkshire^  ip  Jan.  1661,  died  in 
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*  /fcwl,  I  bestow  my  learning  upon  the  honorary 
memberB*  of  the  Royal  Society. 

*  Now  iw  the  disposal  of  this  body. 

*  As  these  eyes  must  one  day  cease  to  gaze  on  Te- 
raminta\  and  this  heart  shall  one  day  pant  no  more 
for  her  indignation ;  that  is  to  say,  since  this  body 
must  be  earth,  I  shall  commit  it  to  the  dust  in  a 
manner  suitable  to  my  character.  Therefore,  as 
there  are  those  who  dispute  whether  there  is  any 
such  real  person  as  Isaac  Bickerstaff  or  not,  I  shall 
excuse  all  persons,  who  appear  what  they  really  are, 
from  coanag  to  my  funeral.  But  all  those  who  are 
in  their  way  of  life  persome^  as  the  Latins  have  it, 
persons  assumed,  and  who  appear  what  they  really 
are  not,  are  hereby  invited  to  that  solemnity. 

*  The  body  shall  be  carried  by  six  watchmen,  who 
are  never  seen  in  the  day. 

*  Item,  The  pall  shall  be  held  up  by  the  six  most 
known  pretenders  to  honesty,  wealth,  and  power, 
who  are  not  possessed  of  any  of  them.  The  two 
first,   a  half-lawyer,   a  complete  justice :  the  two 

July  1742.  Steele  refers  to  the  celebratedf  controversy  between  the  doctor 
and  Mr.  |  Boyle  concerning  the  genuineness  of  the  Epistles  of  Phalaris, 
which  had  been  carried  on,  almost  as  long  as  the  siege  of  Troy,  with  great 
wit  and  spirit,  in  which  the  doctor  was  by  iio  means  deficient.  In  1709, 
when  this  paper  was  published,  a  complaint  was  laid  against  Dr.  Bentley,  by 
several  of  the  fellows  of  Trinity  College,  whereof  he  was  the  master,  before 
the  bishop  of  Ely,  as  visitor,  which  was,  if  not  the  cause,  at  least  the  occa* 
sion  of  a  quarrel  conducted  with  the  most  virulent  animosity  on  each  side, 
that,  after  being  agitated  for  more  than  twenty  years,  terminated  in  favour 
of  the  doctor.  The  curious  may  consult,  for  fuller  information  in  both 
disputes,  and  for  lists  of  the  publications  to  which  they  gave  birth,  the 
Biog.  Brit.  art.  Bentley.    N. 

«  There  are  no  honorary  members  of  the  Royal  Society,  strictly  sp 
called;  but  the  title  may  be  given  without  impropriety  to  such  members  as 
are  admitted  merely  to  do  honour  to  the  society,  or  on  account  of  their 
rank,  or  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  some  considerable  present  or 
service. 

^  See  Tatler,  No.  .45. 

'  Ma^s. 
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next,  $  chymist,  a  projector:  the  third  couple,  a 
treasury-solicitor,  and  a  small  courtier. 

*  To  make  my  funeral  (what  that  solemnity,  when 
done  to  common  men,  really  is  in  itself)  a  very 
farce;  and  since  all  mourners  are  mere  actors  on 
these  occasions,  I  shall  desire  those  who  are  pro* 
fessedly  such  to  attend  mine.  I  humbly,  therrfore^ 
beseech  Mrs.  Barry  to  act  once  more,  and  be  my 
widow.  When  she  swoons  away  at  the  church^porch, 
I  appoint  the  merry  sir  John  Falstaff  and  the  gay  ar 
Harry  Wildair  to  support  her^.  I  desire  Mr.  Pin- 
kethman  to  follow  in  the  habit  of  a  cardinal,  and  Mr. 
Bullock'  in  that  of  a  privy-counsellor.  To  make  up 
the  rest  of  the  appearance,  I  desire  all  the  ladies 
from  the  balconies  to  weep  with  Mrs.  Barry,  as  they 
hope  to  be  wives  and  widows  themselves.  I  invite 
all,  who  have  nothing  else  to  do,  to  accept  of  gloves 
and  scarves. 

*  Thus,  with  the  great  Charles  V.  of  Spain,  I  re- 
sign the  glories  of  this  transitory  world  :  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  to  show  you  my  indifference,  and  that  my 
desires  are  not  too  much  fixed  uppn  any  thing,  I  own 
to  you  I  am  as  willing  to  stay  as  to  go :  therefore 
leave  it  in  the  choice  of  my  gentle  readers,  whether 
I  shall  hear  from  them,  or  they  hear  no  more  from 
me.* 

white's  CHOCOLATE-HOUSEy  AFEIL  S5. 

Easter  day  being  a  time  when  you  cannot  well  meet 
with  any  but  humble  adventurers ;  and  there  being 
such  a  thing  as  low  gallantry,  as  weU  as  lofw  comedy, 
colonel  Ramble™  and  myself  went  early  this  mom- 

k  Tatler,  No.  188.  ' 

*  Christopher  Bullock,  a  dramatic  writer,  was  a  player,  and  the  son  of  a 
player  (whose  name  was  William);  neither  of  them  deficient  in  merit  as 
actors. — ^Biog.  Dram. 

°>  Probably  colonel  Brett,  who  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  chief 
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ing  into  the  fidds,  which  were  strewed  with  shepherds 
and  shepherdesses*  but  indeed  of  a  different  turn  from 
the  simplicity  of  those  of  Arcadia ".  Every  hedge 
was  conscious  of  more  than  what  the  representations 
of  enamoured  swains  admit  of.  While  we  were  sur- 
veying the  crowd  around  us,  we  saw  at  a  distance  a 
company  coming  towards  Pancras  church ;  but 
though  there  was  not  much  disorder,  we  thought  we 
saw  the  %ure  of  a  man  stuck  through  with  a  sword, 
a2id  at  every  step  ready  to  fall,  if  a  woman  by  his 
side  had  not  supported  him ;  the  rest  followed  two 
and  two.  When  we  came  nearer  this  appearance, 
who  should  it  be  but  monsieur  Guardeloop,  mine  and 
Ramble's  French  tailor,  attended  by  others,  leading 
one  of  madam  Depingle's  "*  maids  to  the  church,  in 


companions  of  Addison  and  Steele,  and  might  be  the  colonel  who  with 
them  made  up  the  trio  at  Hart's  cofiee-house,  mentioned  in  a  letter  signed 
P.  T.  published  in  the  St.  James's  Chronicle,  September  3,  1782;  Dr. 
Johnson's  Liyes,  1781,  \ol  iL  p.  399. — Spence.  In  or  about  the  year 
1697,  Anne,  countess  of  Macclesfield,  having  declared  herself  with  child 
by  the  earl  of  Riyers,  was  divorced  from  her  husband,  and,  bdng  left  at 
liber^  to  make  another  choice,  she  was  married  soon  after  to  colonel 
Brett->^n»d.  vol.  iii.  p.  199.  '  In  the  year  1706  or  1707,  the  concerns  of 
the  playhouse  were  thought  of  so  little  worth,  that  sir  Thomas  Skipwith> 
who  had  an  equal  right  with  Rich  in  the  management  of  Drury-lane 
theatre^  in  afiroUc,  made  a  present  of  his  share  to  colonel  Brett,  a  gentle- 
man of  fortune,  who  soon  after  forced  himself  into  the  management  much 
against  the  inclination  of  his  partner.  In  1708,  he  effected  a  re-union  of 
the  two  companies,  and  brought  about  an  agreement,  that  the  theatre  in 
the  Haymarket  should  be  appropriated  to  operas;  and  that  in  Drury-lane 
to  plays.  The  one  was  given  to  Swiney  by  the  lord  Chamberlain,  and  the 
other  was  continued  with  Rich  and  Brett.  The  colonel,  by  conducting  the 
business  of  this  theatre  in  a  diilerent  manner  from  what  had  heretofore 
been,  brought  it  into  so  good  a  state,  that  sir  Thomas  Skipwitfa  repented 
of  his  generosity,  and  aj^lied  to  Chancery  to  have  the  property  he  had 
given  away  restored  to  him  again.  Colonel  Brett,  offended  at  this  treat- 
ment, relinquished  his  chum,  and  Mr.  Rich  again  possessed  himself  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  patent.' — ^Biographia  Dramatica,  vol.  i.  Introduction, 
p.  xxxiiL 

n  This  is  the  title  of  a  romance  by  the  countess  of  Pembroke,  pretty 
much  in  the  manner  of  Astraea.— Le  Babillard. 

o  See  Tatler,  Nos.  10.  34.  and  notes. 
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order  to  their  espousals.  It  was  his  sword  tucked  so 
high  above  his  waist,  and  the  circumflex  which  per- 
sons of  his  profession  take  in  their  walking,  that 
made  him  appear  at  a  distance  wounded  and  falling. 
But,  the  morning  being  rainy,  methought  the  march 
to  this  wedding  was  but  too  lively  a  picture  of  wed- 
lock itself.  They  seemed  both  to  have  a  month's 
mind  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  single ;  yet  both 
tugged  arm  in  arm  :  and  when  they  were  in  a  dirty 
way,  he  was  but  deeper  in  the  mire,  by  endeavouring 
to  pull  out  his  companion,  and  yet  without  helping 
her.  The  bridegroom's  feathers  in  his  hat  all  drooped } 
one  of  his  shoes  had  lost  an  heel.  In  short,  he  was 
in  his  whole  person  and  dress  so  extremely  soused, 
that  there  did  not  appear  one  inch  or  single  thread 
about  him  unmarried'.  Pardon  me,  that  the  me- 
lancholy object  still  dwells  upon  me  so  far,  as  to  re- 
duce me  to  punning.  However,  we  attended  them 
to  the  chapel,  where  we  stayed  to  hear  the  irrevoca- 
ble words  pronounced  upon  our  old  servant,  and 
made  the  best  of  our  way  to  town.  I  took  a  reso- 
lution  to  forbear  all  married  persons,  or  any  in 
danger  of  being  such,  for  four  and  twenty  hours  at 
least ;  therefore  dressed,  and  went  to  visit  Florimel, 
the  vainest  thing  in  town,  where  I  knew  would  drop 
in  colonel  Picket,  just  come  from  the  camp,  her 
professed  admirer  ''•    He  is  of  that  order  of  men  who 

P  A  conceit  on  the  dmilarity  of  sound  between  the  words  unmarred  and 


4  As  a  specimen  of  the  sarcastic  manner  of  the  author  on  the  annota- 
tions on  the  Tatier,  we  shall  subjoin  his  censure  of  this  passage.  *  A  cajt- 
comb  of  much  merit  and  honour  is  a  character,  that  giyes  us  at  the  same 
time  so  just  an  idea,  both  of  him  who  wears  it  and  him  who  draws  it»  that 
we  are  utterly  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose  of  our  sentiments  on  the  writer, 
'whether  to  dread  him  for  his  satve,  or  to  admire  him  for  fab  panegyric/— 
Annotations  on  the  Tat.  Part.  I.  p.  S9. — See  Tat  No.  B,  note.    P. 

It  was  obnous  that  this  annotator,  at  the  time  this  paper  was  published, 
believed  Steele  to  be  the  author  of  it.   Dr.  Johnson's  defin^n  of  a  cor* 
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have  much  honour  and  merit,  but  withal  a  coxcomb ; 
the  other  of  that  set  of  females,  who  has  innocence 
and  wit,  but  the  first  of  coquettes.  It  is  easy  to  believe, 
these  must  be  admirers  of  each  other.  She  says,  the 
colonel  rides  the  best  of  any  man  in  England :  the 
colonel  says,  she  talks  the  best  of  any  woman.  At 
the  same  time,  he  understands  wit  just  as  she  does 
horsemanship.  You  are  to  know,  these  extraordi- 
nary persons  see  each  other  daily  j  and  they  them- 
selves,  as  well  as  the  town,  think  it  will  be  a  match  : 
but  it  can  never  happen  that  they  can  come  to  the 
point ;  for,  instead  of  addressing  to  each  other,  they 
spend  their  whole  time  in  reports  of  themselves; 
he  is  satisfied  if  he  can  convince  her  he  is  a  fine  gen* 
tleman,  and  a  man  of  consequence ;  and  she,  in  ap- 
pearing to  him  an  accompUshed  lady  and  a  wit,  with- 
out farther  design.  Thus  he  tells  her  of  his  manner 
of  posting  his  men  at  such  a  pass,  with  the  numbers 
he  commanded  on  that  detachment :  she  tells  him 
how  she  was  dressed  on  such  a  day  at  court,  and 
what  offers  were  made  her  the  week  following.  She 
seems  to  hear  the  repetition  of  his  men's  names  with 
admiration,  and  waits  only  to  answer  him  with  as 
false  a  muster  of  lovers.  They  talk  to  each  other, 
not  to  be  informed,  but  approved.  Thus  they  are  so 
like,  that  they  are  to  be  ever  distant,  and  the  parallel 
lines  may  run  together  for  ever,  but  never  meet. 

comb  is,  a  superficial  pretender  to  knowledge  and  accomplishments.  The 
malevolence  of  the  annotator  is  always  perspicuous,  though  his  language 
is  often  obscure.  But,  invidious  as  he  seems  to  have  been,  it  is  not  likely 
that  he  should  have  applied  this  epithet  to  Steele,  in  a  saise  so  inappli- 
cable. It  is  more  probable  that  he  alludes  to  the  costliness  of  hi»  diess^ 
the  conviviality  of  his  humour^  the  general  vivacijty  of  his  conversation* 
or  his  want  of  severity  of  manners.  Old  Richard  Nutt,  one  of  the  first 
printers  of  these  papers,  assured  this  writer,  that  Steele  paid  50/.  per  aimum 
to  Ilia  barber,  and  that  he  never  rode  out  on  airii^,  which  he  did  often^ 
but  in  a  b^apk  full*bottomed  drees  periwig  the  price  of  one  of  which,  at 
that  time,  nearly  amounted  to  this  sum. — See  Xatkr,Nti.  54.;  and  Mr. 
Bakeif  8  description  of  Steelet  Tat.  No.  KXT.ttQte. 
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WIIiL*9  COmi-BOt78E»  AfUL  2$* 

This  evening  the  comedy,  called  Epsom  Wells ',  was 
acted  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Bullock,  who,  though  he 
is  a  person  of  much  wit  and  ingenuity,  has  a  peculiar 
talent  of  looking  like  a  fool,  and  therefore  excel- 
lently well  qualified  for  the  part  of  Bisket  in  this 
play.  I  cannot  indeed  sufficiently  admire  his  way  of 
bearing  a  beating,  as  he  does  in  this  drama,  and  that 
with  such  a  natural  air  and  propriety  of  folly,  that 
one  cannot  help  wishing  the  whip  in  one's  own  hand ; 
so  riohly  does  he  seem  to  deserve  his  chastisement. 
Skilful  actors  think  it  a  very  peculiar  happiness  to 
play  in  a  scene  with  such  as  top  their  parts.  There- 
fore I  cannot  but  say,  when  the  judgment  of  any 
good  author  directs  him  to  write  a  beating  for  Mr. 
Bullock  from  Mr.  William  Pinkethman,  or  for  Mr. 
William  Pinkethman  from  Mr.  Bullock,  those  excel- 
lent players  seem  to  be  in  their  most  shining  circum- 
stances, and  please  me  more,  but  with  a  different  sort 
of  delight,  than  that  which  I  receive  from  those 
grave  scales  of  Brutus  and  Cassius,  or  Antony  and 
Ventidius.  The  whole  comedy  is  very  just,  and  the 
low  part  of  human  life  represented  with  much  humour 
and  wit. 

ST.  James's  coffbe-hodse,  apail  25. 

We  are  advised  from  Vienna,  by  letters  of  the  twen* 
tieth  instant,  that  the  emperor  hath  lately  added 
twenty  new  members  to  his  council  of  state,  but  they 
have  not  yet  taken  their  places  at  the  board.  Gene- 
ral Thaun  is  returned  from  Baden,  his  health  beii^  so 
well  re-established  by  the  baths  •  of  that  place,  tteit 

'  r  By  Thomas  ShadweU»  afterwards  poet  laureat  to  king  WilKam  III.  It 
was  iirst  printed  in  4to.  1676,  but  it  was  acted,  it  should  seem,  from  161^, 
He  stripped  the  laurel  from  the  brows  of  Dryden,  who  thereupon  wrote 
the  bitterest  satire  that  ever  was  penned,  intitled  M'Fiecknoe.  He  died 
suddenly  in  1692,  aged  5S;  and,  his  fnend,Dr.N.  Brady,  preached  his 
funeral  sermon.    B.  D. 

"  Tiie  curious  will  find  an  entertaining  account  of  these  baths,  by  Pog- 
gfus,  in  one  or  other  of  the  two  vc^umes  of  the  Poggiana. 
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he  designs  to  set  our  next  week  for  Turin,  to  his  com- 
mand of  the  imperial  troops  in  the  service  of  the  duke 
of  Savoy.  His  imperial  majesty  has  advanced  his 
brother,  count  Henry  Thaun,  to  be  a  brigadier,  and 
a  counsellor  of  the  Aulic  council  of  war.  These  let- 
ters  import,  that  king  Stanislaus  and  the  Swedish 
general  Crassau  are  directing  their  march  to  the 
Nieper,  to  join  the  king  of  Sweden's  army  in  Ukra-- 
nia :  that  the  states  of  Austria  have  furnished  marshal 
Heister  with  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  to  enable 
him  to  push  on  the  war  vigorously  in  Hungary,  where 
all  things  as  yet  are  in  perfect  tranquillity :  and  that 
general  Thungen  has  been  very  importunate  for  a 
speedy  reinforcement  of  the  forces  on  the  Upper 
Rhine,  representing  at  the  same  time  what  miseries 
the  inhabitants  must  necessarily  undergo,  if  the  de- 
signs of  France  on  those  parts  be  not  speedily  and 
effectually  prevented^ 

Letters  from  Rome,  dated  the  thirteenth  instant, 
say,  that  on  the  preceding  Sunday  his  holiness  was 
carried  in  an  open  chair  from  St.  Peter's  to  St.  Mary's, 
attended  by  the  sacred  college,  in  cavalcade ;  and^ 
after  mass^  distributed  several  dower3^s  for  the  mar- 
riage of  poor  and  distressed  virgins.  The  proceed- 
ings of  diat  court  are  very  dilatory  concerning  the 
recognition  of  king  Charles,  notwithstanding  the 
pressing  instances  of  the  marquis  de  Prie,  who  has 
declared,  that  if  this  affair  be  not  wholly  concluded 
by  the  fifteenth  instant,  he  will  retire  from  that 
court,  and  order  the  imperial  troops  to  return  into 
the  ecclesiastical  state.  On  the  other  hand,  the  duke 
of  Anjou's  minister  has,  in  the  name  of  his  master, 
demanded  of  his  holiness  to  explain  himself  on  that 
affair ;  which,  it  is  said,  will  be  finally  determined  in 
a  consistory  to  be  held  on  Monday  next ;  the  duke 
d'Uzeda  designing  to  delay  his  departure  until  he 
sees  the  issue.    These  letters  also  say,  that  the  court 
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was  mightily  alarmed  at  the  news  which  they  re- 
ceived by  an  express  from  Ferrara,  that  general  Bo- 
neval,  who  commands  in  Comachio,  had  sent  circular 
letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  St  Alberto,  Longastrino, 
Fillo,  and  other  adjacent  parts,  enjoining  them  to 
come  and  swear  fealty  to  the  emperor,  and  receive 
new  investitures  of  their  fiefs  from  his  hands.  Let- 
ters from  other  parts  of  Italy  say,  that  the  king  of 
Denmark  continues  at  Lucca ;  that  four  English  and 
Dutch  men  of  war  were  seen  off  Oneglia,  bound  for 
Final,  in  order  to  transport  the  troops  designed  for 
Barcelona;  and  that  her  majesty's  ship  the  Col- 
chester arrived  at  Leghorn  the  fourth  instant  from 
Port  Mahon,  with  advice  that  major-general  Stan- 
hope designed  to  depart  from  thence  the  first  instant 
with  six  or  seven  thousand  men,  to  attempt  the  relief 
of  the  castle  of  Alicant. 

Our  last  advices  from  Berlin,  bearing  date  the 
twenty-seventh  instant,  import,  that  the  king  was 
gone  to  Linum  and  the  queen  to  Mecklenburg ;  but 
that  their  majesties  designed  to  return  the  next  week 
to  Oranienburg,  where  a  great  chase  of  wild  beasts 
was  prepared  for  their  diversion,  and  from  thence 
they  intend  to  proceed  together  to  Potsdam ;  that 
the  prince  royal  was  set  out  for  Brabant,  but  intended 
to  make  some  short  stay  at  Hanover.  These  letters 
also  inform  us,  that  they  are  advised  from  Obory, 
that  the  king  of  Sweden,  being  on  his  march  towards 
Holki^  met  general  Renne  with  a  detachment  of 
Muscovites,  who,  placing  some  regiments  in  ambus- 
cade, attacked  the  Swedes  in  their  rear,  and,  putting 
them  to  flight,  killed  two  thousand  men,  the  king 
himself  having  his  horse  shot  under  him. 

We  hear  from  Copenhagen,  that  the  ice  being 
broke,  the  Sound  is  again  open  for  the  ships  j  and 

VOL.  I.  F 
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that  they  hoped  his  majesty  would  return  sooner 
than  they  at  first  expected. 

Letters  from  the  Hague,  dated  May  the  4th 
N.  S.  say,  that  an  express  arrived  there  on  the  first, 
from  prince  Eugene  to  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough. The  States  are  advised,  that  the  auxili- 
aries of  Saxony  were  arrived  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  Provinces  ;  as  also,  that  the  two  regiments  of 
Wolfenbuttel,  and  four  thousand  troops  from  Wix'- 
temberg,  which  are  to  serve  in  Flanders,  are  in  full 
march  thither.  Letters  from  Flanders  say,  that  the 
great  convoy  of  ammunition  and  provisions,  which 
set  out  from  Ghent  for  Lisle,  was  safely  arrived  at 
Courtray.  We  hear  from  Paris  that  the  king  has 
ordered  the  militia  on  the  coasts  of  Normandy  and 
Bretagne  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  ;  and  that  the 
court  was  in  apprehension  of  a  descent,  to  animate 
the  people  to  rise  in  the  midst  of  their  present  hard- 
ships. 

They  write  from  Spain,  that  the  Pope's  nuncio 
left  Madrid  the  10th  of  April,  in  order  to  go  to 
Bayonne ;  that  the  marquis  de  Bay  was  at  Badajos, 
to  observe  the  motions  of  the  Portugueze ;  and  that 
the  count  d'Estain,  with  a  body  of  five  thousand  men, 
was  on  his  march  to  attack  Gironne.  The  duke  of 
Anjou  has  deposed  the  bishop  of  Lerida,  as  being 
a  favourer  of  the  interest  of  king  Charles,  and  has 
summoned  a  convocation  at  Madiid,  composed  of 
the  archbishops,  bishops,  and  states  of  that  kingdom, 
wherein  he  hopes  they  wiir  come  to  a  resolution  to 
send  for  no  more  bulls  to  Rome. 
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No.  8,  THURSDAY,  April  28, 1709.* 

Quicquid  aguni  homines  — 

—  nostri  est  farrago  libelli.  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  pr  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  p. 


will's  coffee-house,  APaiL  26. 

The  play  of  the  London  Cuckolds '  was  acted  this 
evening  before  a  suitable  audience,  who  were 
extremely  well  diverted  with  that  heap  of  vice  and 
absurdity.  The  indignation  which  Eugenio,  who  is  a 
gentleman  of  a  just  taste,  has  upon  occasion  of  seeing 
human  nature  fall  so  low  in  its  delights,  made  him,  I 
thought,  expatiate  upon  the  mention  of  this  play  very 
agreeably.  Of  all  men  living,  said  he,  I  pity  players 
(who  must  be  men  of  good  understanding  to  be 
capable  of  being  such),  that  they  are  obliged  to  repeat 
and  assume  proper  gestures  for  representing  things  of 
which  their  reason  must  be  ashamed,  and  which  they 
must  disdain  their  audience  for  approving.  The 
amendment  of  these  low  gratifications  is  only  to  be 
made  by  people  of  condition,  by  encouraging  th^ 
representation  of  the  noble  characters  drawn  by 
Shakspeare  and  others,  from  whence  it  is  impossible  to 
return  without  strong  impressions  of  honour  and 
humanity.     On  these  occasions,  distress  is  laid  before 

*  Steixjs's* 
^  A  Tery  immoral,  as  well  as  a  very  iU-^fritteii  comedy,  by  Edward 
Jlayenscrof^  168S,  4to.  It  used  to  be  acted  frequently,  especially  upon 
lord  mayor's  days,  in  eontempt  and  to  die  disgrace  of  the  dly,  but  is  at 
length  totally  banished  from  the  stage,  to  the  honour  of  die  present^ 
managers.  P.  -^Edward  Ravenscroft  was  rather  a  compiler  dum  a  writier 
.  of  plays,  in  the  reigna  of  Charles  II.  and  hia  two  successors.  He  was  in  9 
yirar4iu»  arrant  plagiary.    Biog.  Dram. 
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US  with  all  its  causes  and  consequences,  and  our  re- 
sentment placed  according  to  the  merit  of  the  per- 
sons afflicted.  Were  dramas  of  this  nature  more 
acceptable  to  the  taste  of  the  town,  men  who  have 
genius  would  bend  their,  studies  to  excel  in  them. 
How  forcible  an  effect  this  would  have  on  our  minds, 
one  needs  no  more  than  to  observe  how  strongly  we 
are  touched  by  mere  pictures.  Who  can  see  Le 
Brunts  "  picture  of  the  battle  of  Porus,  without  en- 


o  Charles  Le  Brun,  one  of  those  rare  men  who  seem  intended  to  do 
honour  to  their  profession,  their  country,  and  their  kind,  was  the  son  of  a 
sculptor,  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  bom  at  Paris  in  1619,  where  he  died 
without  ispue,  piously,  and  universally  lamented  in  1690,  aged  71.    The 
Chancellor  Seguise  lived  to  congratulate  himself  on  the  pains  and  expense 
he  had  bestowed  on  his  education.     Colbert  received  him  entirely  into  his 
confidence,  and  was  always  his  warm  patron  and  friend.  Le  Brun  planned 
and  promoted  the   ^  Academy  of  Painting  and  Sculpture  at  Paris,'    of 
which  he  was  afterwards  the  Director  and  Chancellor.     The  Italians, 
among  whom  he  resided  for  six  years,  did  him  the  honour  to  choose  him, 
thou^  absent,  *  Prince  of  the  Academy  of  St.  Luke  at  Rome.'  A  perfect 
.  painter  exists  only  in  idea;  but  Le  Brun,  taking  him  cdl  in  all,  wa6  one  of 
the  most  learned  and  most  eminent  painters  in  the  world.    He  was,  above 
all  others,  a  strict  observer  of  what  the  Italians  call  il  costumi.    Nor  was 
hid  merit  confined  to  his  profession :  he  was  eminently  skilled  in  architec- 
ture, and  possessed  a  vast  inventive  genius,  which  would  apply  itself  to  arts 
of  every  kind.    He  was  *  Director  of  all  the  king's  artificers  at  the  Gob- 
lin'-(so  called  from  Giles  Goblin,  a  noted  silk-dyer);  and  among  them,  as 
the.ftther  of  a  family,  he  lived  and  died  beloved.  As  he  painted,  he  wrote 
on  painting  in  the  style  of  a  master.    Of  his  writings  there  are  still  two 
admirable  treatises  on  physiognomy  and  the  passions,  and  he  is  the  author 
of  two  mortf  of  the  academical  conferences  published  by  Felibien  in  his 
*  S^retiem  iur  les  vies,  S^c.  det  pdntres,^    The  author  of  Miiamg^t  de 
Vigneul  Marmtle  tells  us^  that  when  Le  Seuer  died,  Le  Brun  suffered  the 
following  words  to  escape  him:  <  Death  has  taken  a  great  thorn  out  of  my 
footi*    M.  de  Piles,  a  very  judicious  critic,  but  most  severe  on  Le  Briin, 
mentions,  among  other  things,  that  his  allegories,  though  very  ingenious, 
are  enigmatical,  because  not  taken  from  antiquity  and  medals.  Lewis  XIV. 
Blade  Le  Brun  his  chief  painter,  wid  distingiushed  buA  witb  hh  favour  and 
munificence  to  the  end  of  his  life.    This  monarch, ennbhledihim. by' his 
lel;ter8  patent,  gave  him  a  coat.  of>  arms;  and)  his  ownpicture  rieMj^adoraed, 
which  Le  Brun  alwajn  wore  at,  his.  breast.    *  Fine  painting«,'-said  tliialEing, 
<  seem  to  grow  more  admirable  after  the  death  of.  the  •paiatees-;''  )Mit, 
added  h%  tunung.to  Le  ftwv  *  I  woidd  not  bam;  ^wu  be  in  ahurryto 
die,  for  I  esteem  you  now  just  as.  mudb  as  emer-  ftkusnjty  can  de»'   Le 
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tering  into  the  character  of  that  fierce  gallant  man  *, 
and  being  accordingly  spurred  to  an  emulation  of  his 
constancy  and  courage  ?  When  he  is  falling  with  his 
wound,  the  features  are  at  the  same  time  very  ter- 
rible and  languishing ;  and  there  is  such  a  stern  faint- 
ness  diffused  through  all  his  look,  as  is  apt  to  move  a 
kind  of  horror,  as  well  as  pity,  in  the  beholder.  This, 
I  say,  is  an  effect  wrought  by  mere  lights  and  shades : 
consider  also  a  representation  made  by  words  only, 
as  in  an  account  given  by  a  good  writer :  Catiline  in 
Sallust''  makes  just  such  a  figure  as  Porus  by  Le 
Bran*  It  is  said  of  him,  CatiUna  verd  longe  a  stds 
inter  hosHum  cada/vera  repertus  est:  paululum  etiam 
spirans^  ferocitatemque  animiy  quam  vivus  habuerat^  in 
vultu  retinens.  *  Catiline  was  found  killed,  far  from 
his  own  men,  among  the  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy  : 
he  seemed  still  to  breathe,  and  still  retained  in  his 
face  the  same  fierceness  he  had  when  he  was  living.* 
You  have  in  that  one  sentence  a  lively  impression  of 
his  whole  life  and  actions.  What  I  would  insinuate 
from  all  this  is,  that  if  the  painter  and  the  historian 
can  do  thus  much  in  colours  and  language,  what  may 
not  be  performed  by  an  excellent  poetj  when  the  cha- 
racter he  draws  is  pi^esented  by  the  person,  the  man- 
ner, the  look,  and  the  motion,  of  an  accomplished 
player  ?     If  a  thing  painted  or  related  can  irre&istibly 

Bnin  passed  far  l^e  greatest  part  of  his  Hfe  in  ease  ai?d  prosperity  \  but 
towards  the  close  ^  it,  his  superior  merit,  his  illustrious  station,  and  the 
royal  favour,  drew  much  envy  upon  him,  and  his  life,  it  is  said,  fell  a  sacri- 
fice to  its  efibrts.  He  lingered  in  his  last  illness,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
was  visited  by  the  prince  of  Conde.  The  king  himself  sent  frequently  to 
inquire  about  his  health,  and  the  king's  physicians  attended  him.  He  left 
a  fund  for  furnishing  portions  to  be  ^ven  iA  marriage  with  three  maidens 
every  year. 

X  Am  Indian  king,  defeated  and  put  to  death  in  an  inhuman  manner  by 
Alexander  the  Great.  See  the  whole  story  of  Porus  in  Q.  Gurtius,  1.  viii.  c. 
I2,tt*d  14. 

7  SttU.  Hk.  Bdl.  Catilin.  cap.  61. 
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enter  our  hearts,  what  may  not  be  brought  to  pass 
by  seeing  generous  things  performed  before  our  eyes  ? 
Eugenio  ended  his  discourse,  by  recommending  the 
apt  use  of  a  theatre,  as  the  most  agreeable  and  easy 
method  of  making  a  poHte  and  moral  gentry  ;  which 
would  end  in  rendering  the  rest  of  the  people  regular 
in  their  behaviour,  and  ambitious  of  laudable  under- 
takings. 

8T.  James's  coffee-house,  afril  27. 

Letters  from  Naples  of  the  9th  instant  N.  S.  ad- 
vise, that  cardinal  Grimani  had  ordered  the  regiment 
commanded  by  general  Pat6  to  march  towards  Final, 
in  order  to  embark  for  Catalonia ;  whither  also  a 
thousand  horse  are  to  be  transported  from  Sardinia, 
besides  the  troops  which  come  from  the  Milanese. 
An  English  man  of  war  has  taken  two  prizes,  one  a 
vessel  of  Malta,  the  other  of  Genoa,  both  laden  with 
goods  of  the  enemy.  They  write  from  Florence  of 
the  ISth,  that  his  Majesty  of  Denmark  had  re- 
ceived a  courier  from  the  Hague,  with  an  account  of 
some  matters  relating  to  the  treaty  of  a  peace ;  upon 
which  he  declared  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
hasten  to  his  own  dominions. 

Letters  from  Switzerland  inform  us,  that  the 
effects  of  the  great  scarcity  o£  com  in  France  were 
felt  at  Geneva ;  the  magistrates  of  which  city  had 
appointed  deputies  to  treat  with  the  Cantons  of  Bern 
and  Zurich,  for  leave  to  buy  up  such  quantities  of 
grain  within  their  territories  as  should  be  thought 
necessary.  The  Protestants  of  Tockenburg  are  still 
in  arms  about  the  convent  of  St.  John,  and  have  de- 
clared, that  they  will  not  lay  them  down  till  they 
shall  have  sufficient  security  from  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics of  living  unmolested  in  the  exercise  of  their 
religion.  In  the  mean  time,  the  deputies  of  Bern 
and  Tockenburg  have  frequent  conferences  at  Zurich 
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with  the  regency  of  that  Canton,  to  find  out  methods 
for  the  quieting  these  disorders. 

Letters  from  the  Hague  of  the  3d  of  May,  ad- 
vise, that  the  President  Rouille,  after  his  last  con- 
ference with  the  deputies  of  the  States,  had  retired 
to  Bodegrave,  five  miles  distant  from  Worden,  and 
expected  the  return  of  a  courier  from  France  on  the 
4th,  with  new  instructions.  It  is  said,  if  his  an- 
swer from  the  French  Court  shall  not  prove  satisfac- 
tory, he  will  be  desired  to  withdraw  out  of  these  parts. 
In  the  mean  time  it  is  also  reported,  that  his  equip- 
age, as  an  ambassador  on  this  great  occasion,  is 
actually  on  the  march  towards  him.  They  write  from 
Flanders,  that  the  great  convoy  of  provisions,  which 
set  out  from  Ghent,  is  safely  arrived  at  Lisle.  Those 
advices  add,  that  the  enemy  had  assembled  near  Tour- 
nay  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  drawn  out  of  the 
neighbouring  garrisons.  Their  High  Mightinesses 
having  sent  orders  to  their  Ministers  at  Hamburgh 
and  Dantzic  to. engage  the  magistrates  of  those  cities 
to  forbid  the  sale  of  com  to  the  French,  and  to  sig- 
nify to  them,  that  the  Dutch  merchants  will  buy  up 
as  much  of  that  commodity  as  they  can  spare  ;  the 
Hamburghers  have  accordingly  contracted  with  the 
Dutch,  and  refused  any  commerce  with  the  French 
on  that  occasion. 

FEOM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT. 

After  the  lassitude  of  a  day  spent  in  the  strolling 
manner  which  is  usual  with  men  of  pleasure  in  this 
town,  and  with  a  head  full  of  a  million  of  imperti- 
nences, which  had  danced  round  it  for  ten  hours 
together,  I  came  to  my  lodging,  and  hastened  to  bed. 
My  valet  de  chambre  *  knows  my  university-trick  of 

a  When  Capt.  Steele  speaks  here  of  his  valet  de  chaJiibrey  he  seems  to 
have  forgot  that  he  was  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  esq.  and  had  only  an  old  maid- 
servant.    A. 
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reading  there ;  and  he,  being  a  good  scholar  for  a 
gentleman,  ran  over  the  names  of  Horace,  Tibulkis, 
Ovid,  and  others,   to  know  which  I  would  have. 
*  Biing  Virgil,'  said  I ;    *  and  if  I  fall  asleep,  take 
care  of  the  candle.'     I  read  the  sixth  book  over  with 
the  most  exquisite  delight,  and  had  gone  half  through 
it  a  second  time,  when  the  pleasing  ideas  of  Elysian 
fields,  deceased  worthies  walking  in  them,  sincere 
lovers  enjoying  their  languishment  without  pain,  com* 
passion  for  the  unhappy  spirits  who  had  mis-spent 
their  short  dayjight,  and  were  exiled  from  the  seats 
of  bliss  for  ever ;  I  say,  I  was  deep  again  in  my  read- 
ing, when  this  mixture  of  images  had  taken  place  of 
all  others  in  my  imagination  before,  and  lulled  me 
into  a  dream,  from  which  I  am  just  awake,  to  my 
great  disadvantage.     The  happy  mansions  of  Ehf- 
Humy  by  degrees,  seemed  to  be  wafted  from  me,  and 
the  very  traces  of  my  late  waking  thoughts  began  to 
fade  away,  when  I  was  cast  by  a  sudden  whirlwind 
upon  an   island,   encompassed  with  a  roaring  and 
troubled   sea,   which   shaked  its  very   centre,   and 
rocked  its  inhabitants  as  in  a  cradle.     The  islanders 
lay  on  their  faces,  without  offering  to  look  up,  w 
hope  for  preservation ;  all  her  harbours  were  crowded 
with  mariners,  and  tall  vessels  of  war  lay  in  dsmger 
of  being  driven  to  pieces  on  her  shores.    *  Bless  me  1* 
said  I,  *  why  have  I  lived  in  such  a  manner,  that  the 
convulsion  of  nature  should  be  so  terrible  to  me, 
when  I  feel  in  myself  that  the  better  part  of  me  is  to 
survive  it  ?  Oh !  may  that  be  in  happiness  !*   A  sud- 
den shriek,  in  which  the  whole  people  on  their  faces 
joined,  interrupted  my  soliloquy,  and  turned  my  eyes 
and  attention  to  the  object  which  had  given  us  that 
sudden  start,  in  the  midst  of  an  inconsolable  and 
speechless  afOiiction.     Immediately  the  winds  grew 
calm,  the  waves  subsided,  and  the  people  stood  up, 
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turning^ -their  faces  upon  a  magnificent  pile  in  tlie 
midst  6f  the  island.  There  we  beheld  an  hero  of  a 
comely  and  erect  aspect,  but  pale  and  languid,  sitting 
under  a  canopy  of  state.  By  the  faces  and  dumb 
sorrow  of  those  who  attended,  we  thought  him  in  the 
article  of  death.  At  a  distance  sat  a  lady>  whose  life 
seemed  to  hang  upon  the  same  thread  with  his  :  she 
kept  her  eyes  fixed  upon  him,  and  seemed  to  smother 
ten  thousand  thousand  nameless  things,  which  urged 
her  tenderness  to  clasp  him  in  her  arms:  but  her 
greatness  of  spirit  overcame  those  sentimentsj,  and 
gave  her  power  to  forbear  disturbing  his  last  moment ; 
which  immediately  approached  \  The  hero  looked 
up  with  an  air  of  negligence,  and  satiety  of  being, 
rather  than  of  pain  to  leave  it ;  and,  leaning  bads:  his 
head,  expired. 

When  the  heroine,  who  sat  at  a  distance,  saw  his 
last  instant  come,  she  threw  herself  at  his  feet,  and^ 
kneeling,  pressed  Ids  hand  to  her  lips,  in  which  pos- 
ture she  continued  under  the  agony  of  an  unutterable 
sorrow,  till  conducted  from  out  sight  by  her  at- 
tendants. That  commanding  awe  which  accompanies 
the  grief  of  great  minds,  retrained  the  multitude 
while  in  her  presence  ;  but  as  soon  as  she  retired,  they 
gave  way  to  their  distraction,  and  all  the  islanders 
called  upon  their  deceased  hero.  To  him,  methought, 
they  cried  out,  as  to  a  guardian  being ;  and  I  gathered 
from  their  broken  accents,  that  it  was  he  who  had 
the  empire  over  the  ocean  and  its  powers,  by  which 
he  had  long  protected  the  island  from  shipwreck  and 

*»  George  Prince  of  Denmark,  second  son  of  ^ederic  III.  and  brother 
of  Christian  V.  was  married  to  the  princess  Anne,  daughter  of  3ames 
Duke  of  York,  July  28,  1685,  with  whom  he  lived  in  exemplary  harmony 
until  Oct.  21,  1708,  when  he  died  at  Kensington,  after  an  indisposidon  of 
a  few  days.  He  was  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England.  Thi^  dream  is  a 
poetical  description  of  the  state  of  England  from  the  death  of  Prince 
George  in  1708,  to  the  cooolusion  of  the  Nego^tions  at  the  Hague  in 

1709. 
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invasion.  They  now  give  a  loose  to  their  moan,  and 
think  themselves  exposed  without  hopes  of  human  or 
divine  assistance.  While  the  people  ran  wild,  and 
expressed  all  the  different  forms  of  lamentation,  me- 
thought  a  sable  cloud  overshadowed  the  whole  land, 
and  covered  its  inhabitants  with  darkness :  no  glimpse 
of  light  appeared,  except  one  ray  from  heaven  upon 
the  place  in  which  the  heroine  now  secluded  herself 
from  the  world,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  those  abodes 
to  which  her  consort  was  ascended  \  Methought  a 
long  period  of  time  had  passed  away  in  mourning  and 
in  darkness,  when  a  twilight  began  by  degrees  to  en- 
lighten the  hemisphere;  and,  looking  round  me,  I 
saw  a  boat  rowed  towards  the  shore,  in  which  sat  a 
personage  adorned  with  warlike  trophies,  bearing  on 
his  left  arm  a  shield,  on  which  was  engraven  the 
image  of  Victory,  and  in  his  right  hand  a  branch 
of  olive.  His  visage  was  at  once  so  winning  and  so 
awful,  that  the  shield  and  the  olive  seemed  equally 
suitable  to  his  genius. 

When  this  illustrious**  person  touched  on  the 
shore,  he  was  received  by  the  acclamations  of  the 
people,  and  followed  to  the  palace  of  the  heroine. 
No  pleasure  in  the  glory  of  her  arms  [or  the  accla- 
mation of  her  applauding  subjects^  were  ever  ca- 
pable to  suspend  her  sorrow  for  one  moment*,  till 

^  Qp  Anne  mourned  so  long  on  this  occasion,  that  the  manufacturers 
remonstrated  respectfully,  and  in  the  end  obtained  a  law  to  prevent  the 
serious  inconveniences  they  complained  of  in  future,  by  limiting  the  dura- 
ti4>n  of  public  mournings. 

d  About  this  time  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  returned  from  Holland, 
with  the  preliminaries  of  a  peace. 

«  Pleasure  often  repeated  must  undoubtedly  rise  to  the  force  and 
strength  of  the  plural  number ;  and  pleasure  must  be  repeated  as  often  as 
the  glory  of  our  arms :  which  is  so  very  frequent,  that,  like  the  glory  of 
Alexander, 

*  'Tis  never  ending,  still  beginning.'  Dbyden. 

The  Annotator  on  the  Tatler  takes  the  liberty  here  of  altering  the  text 
to  accommodate  it  to  its  witty  annotation,  for  he  leaves  out  what  is  in- 
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she  saw  the  olive-branch  in  the  hand  of  that  auspi- 
cious messenger.  At  that  sight,  as  heaven  bestows 
its  blessings  on  the  wants  and  importunities  of  mor- 
tals out  of  its  native  bounty,  and  not  to  increase  its 
own  power  or  honour,  in  compassion  to  the  world, 
the  celestial  mourner  was  then  first  seen  to  turn  her 
regard  to  things  below ;  and,  taking  the  branch  out 
of  the  warrior's  hand,  looked  at  it  with  much  satis- 
faction, and  spoke  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  with  a 
voice  and  accent  such  as  that  in  which  guardian 
spirits  whisper  to  dying  penitents  assurances  of  hap- 
piness. The  air  was  hushed,  the  multitude  attentive, 
and  all  nature  in  a  pause  while  she  was  speaking. 
But.  as  soon  as  the  messenger  of  peace  had  made 
some  low  reply,  in  which,  methought,  I  heard  the 
word  Iberia^  the  heroine,  assuming  a  more  severe 
air,  but  such  as  spoke  resolution  without  rage,  re- 
turned him  the  olive,  and  again  veiled  her  face. 
Loud  cries  and  clashing  of  arms  immediately  fol- 
lowed, which  forced  me  from  my  charming  vision, 
and  drove  me  back  to  these  mansions  of  care  and 
sorrow. 

*^*  Mr.  Bickerstaff  thanks  Mr.  Quarterstaff  for 
his  kind  and  instructive  letter  dated  the  26th  instant^ 


dosed  in  crotchets,  in  transcribing  the  passage.    See  Tat.  No.  151.  and 
note. 

f  This  might  have  been  a  packet  from  Ireland,  where  Addison  wad  at 
this  time,  containing  inclosed  communications  from  him,  and  Swift's  poem, 
printed  in  the  following  paper. 
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No.  9>    SATURDAY,  April  30,  1709.^ 

Quicquid  agwnt  homines — 

— nottri  ett  farrago  libM.  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85»  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


will's  coffxe-house,  afsil  28.. 

This  evening  we  were  entertained  with  The  Old 
Bachelors  a  comedy  of  deserved  reputation.  In 
the  character  which  gives  name  to  the  play,  there  is 
excellently  represented  the  reluctance  of  a  battered 
debauchee  to  come  into  the  trammels  of  order  and 
decency  :  he  neither  languishes  nor  burns,  but  frets 
for  love.  The  gentlemen  of  more  regular  behaviour 
are  drawn  with  much  spirit  and  wit,  and  the  drama 
introduced  by  the  dialogue  of  the  first  scene  with 
unccHSimon,  y^  natural,  conversation.  The  part  of 
Fondlewife  is  a  lively  image  of  the  unseasonable 
fondness  of  age  and  impotence.  But,  instead  of 
such  agreeable  works  as  these,  the  town  has  this  half 
age  been  tormented  with  insects  called  JEast/ 
Writers,  whose  abilities  Mr.  Wycherley  one  day  de- 
scribed excellently  well  in  one  word :  *  That,'  said 
he,  *  among  these  fellows  is  called  Easi/  Writings 
wlttcfa  any  one  may  easily  write.*  Such  janty  scrib- 
blers are  so  justly  laughed  at  for  their  sonnets  on 

*  Steele's. 

8  By  Congreve.  His  first  play,  and  first  acted  in  1693.  Biog.  Dram. — 
See  Tatler,  No.  193.  Notwithstanding  all  that  is  said  either  here  or  in 
No.  193.  in  commendation  of  this  play,  the  remarks  of  Collier  upon  some 
passages  in  it,  in  his  *  Short  view  of  the  profaneness  and  immorality  of  the 
English  stage,'  are  not  altogether  void  of  truth,  or  of  sound  criticism. 
They  regard  not  the  structure  of  the  play,  but  some  libertinisms  in  which 
the  author  has  indulged  biniself. 
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Phaiis  and  Chloris,  and  fantastical  descriptions  in 
them,  that  an  ingenious  kinsman  of  mine,  of  the  fa- 
mily of  the  Staffs,  Mr.  Humphrey  Wagstaffby  name, 
has,  to  avoid  their  strain,  run  into  a  way  perfectly 
new,  and  described  things  exactly  as  they  happen*": 
he  never  forms  fields,  or  nymphs,  or  groves,  where 
they  are  not,  but  makes  the  incidents  just  as  they 
really  appear.  For  an  example  of  it,  I  stole  out  of 
his  manuscript  the  following  lines :  they  are  a  de- 
scription of  the  Morning,  but  of  the  raomijig  ia 
town ;  nay,  of  the  morning  at  this  end  of  the  town 
where  my  kinsman  at  present  lodges. 

Now  hardly  here  and  there  an  hackney-coach 

Appearing,  show'd  the  ruddy  morn's  approach. 

Now  Betty  from  her  master's  bed  had  flown. 

And  softly  stole  to  discompose  her  own. 

The  slipshod  'prentice,  from  his  master's  door^ 

Had  par'd  the  street,  and  sprinkled  round  the  floor ; 

Now  Moll  had  whirl'd  her  mop  with  dextrous  airs, 

Prepar'd  to  scrub  the  entry  and  the  stairs* 

The  youth  with  broomy  stumps  b^an  to  trace 

The  kennel-edge,  where  wheels  had  worn  the  places 

The  small-coal  man  was  heard  with  cadence  deep, 

Till  drown'd  in  shriller  notes  of  chimney-sweep. 

Duns  at  his  lordship's  gates  began  to  meet ; 

And  brick-dust  Moll  had  scream'd  through  half  a  sireet : 

The  turnkey  now  his  flock  returning  sees, 

Duly  let  out  a'  nights  to  steal  for  fees. 

The  watchful  bailifis*  takes  their  silent  stands ; 

And  school-boys  lag  with  satchels  in  their  hands* 

^  Dr.  Swift.  See  these  verses,  with  some  subsequent  improvements  by 
the  Author,  in  Swift's  Works,  vol.  vi.  p.  39.    P. — See  also  Tatler,  No.  258. 

*  Lsk  versification  de  Toriginal  est  assurement  tres  ais^e ;  mais  pldpart 
deft  id^eft  n'en  peuvent  etre  ni  plus  petites,  ni  plus  indignes  de  la  gravity 
d'Auteor,  ou  plutot  de  son  caractere.' — Le  Babillard. 

'  Walter  WagstafT,  Esq.  (as  he  styles  himself),  trandator  of  the  *  Anno- 
talioos  on  the  Tatler,'  has  an  annotation  on  this  passage,  which  ascertains 
a  8toty  related  of  Steele,  by  Dr.  Johnson,  on  the  authority  of  Savage,  in 
his  life  of  that  Gendemtm.    See  Dr.  Johnson's  *  Lives  of  English  Poets,* 
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All  that  I  apprehend  is,  that  dear  Numps  will  be 
angi*y  I  have  published  these  lines ;  not  that  he  has 
any  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  them,  but  for  fear  of 
those  rogues,  the  bane  to  all  excellent  performances, 
the  imitators.  Therefore,  before-hand,  I. bar  all 
descriptions  of  the  Evening ;  as,  a  medley  of  verses 
signifying  grey-peas  are  now  cried  warm:  that 
wenches  now  begin  to  amble  round  the  passages  of 
the  playhouse :  or  of  Noon ;  as,  that  fine  ladies 
and  great  beaux  are  just  yawning  out  of  their  beds 
and  windows  in  Pail-Mall,  and  so  forth,  I  forewarn 
also  all  persons  from  encouraging  any  draughts  after 
my  cousin ;  and  foretel  any  man  who  shall  go  about 
to  imitate  him,. that  he  will  be  very  insipid.  The  fa- 
mily-stock is  embarked  in  this  design,  and  we  will 
not  admit  of  counterfeits:  Dr.  Anderson "^  and  his 
heirs  enjoy  his  pills  j  sir  William  Read*  has  the  cure 

&c.  1781,  8vo.  Tol.  iii.  p.  215.  *  This  image  of  the  morning  at  the  other 
end  of  the  town  is  so  very  familiar  and  entertaining,  that  to  make  it  yet 
more  familiar,  and  to  give  it  the  economical  and  domestic  air,  a  gentle- 
man of  those  parts  has  always  by  him  a  set  of  liveries  of  the  largest  size, 
in  order  to  equip  the  most  officious  of  this  rank  of  men,  upon  the  very 
first  tender  of  their  service;  this  method  establishes  him  in  the  character 
of  being  the  best  master  in  the  world,  because  he  gives  fees,  as  well  as  wages: 
and  his  people  at  the  same  time  are  no  less  famed  for  diligence  and  fidelity, 
for  he  is  always  sure  of  a  very  strict  and  close  attendance.' — *  Annotations,' 
&C.  part  i.  p.  38.  The  following  passage  in  the  Exam.  No. )  l.  is  a  farther 
confirmation  of  this  story:  <  I  have  heard  of  a  certtdn  illustrious  person, 
who,  having  a  guard  du  corps,  that  forced  their  attendance  upon  him,  put 
them  into  a  livery,  and  maintained  them  as  his  servants:  thus  answering 
that  famous  question, 

— qms  ctutodiet  ipsos 
Custodesf-^  Juv.  Sat.  vi.  546. 

^  Anderson  was  a  Scotch  physician  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  I.  and  II. 

1  <  Henley  would  fain  eilgage  me  to  go  with  Steele  and  Fowe,  &c.  to  an 
invitation  at  Sir  William  Read's.  Purely  you  have  heard  of  him*  He  has 
been  a  mountebank,  and  is  the  Queen's  oculist;  he  makes  admirable  punch, 
and  treats  you  in  gold  vessels.  But  I  am  engaged,  and  won't  go ;  ndther 
indeed  am  I  fond  of  the  jaunt.' — Swift's  Journal  to  Stella,  April  11,  1711. 

It  is  said  that  this  oculist,  though  he  was  wonderfully  successful^  i:puid 
aether  read  nor  write. — See  also  Spectator^  No.  470, 
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of  eyes,  and  monsieur  Roselli™  only  can  cure  the 
gout.  We  pretend  to  none  of  these  things,  but  to 
examine  who  and  who  are  together,  to  tell  any  mis- 
taken man  he  is  not  what  he  believes  he  is,  to  distin- 
guish merit",  and  expose  false  pretences  to  it,  is  a 
liberty  our  family  has  by  law  in  them,  from  an  inter- 
marriage with  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Scoggin%  the  fa- 
mous  droll  of  the  last  century.  This  right  I  design 
to  make  use  of,  but  will  not  encroach  upon  the 
above-mentioned  adepts  or  any  other.  At  the  same 
time,  I  shall  take  all  the  privileges  I  may,  as  an  Eng- 
lishman, and  will  lay  hold  of  the  late  act  of  natu- 
ralization to  introduce  what  I  shall  think  fit  from 
France.  The  use  of  that  law  may,  I  hope,  be  ex- 
tended to  people  the  polite  world  with  new  charac- 
ters, as  well  as  the  kingdom  itself  with  new  subjects. 
Therefore  an  author  of  that  nation,  called  La  Bru- 
yere%  I  shall  make  bold  with  on  such  occasions* 

*^  Rosselli,  sufficiently  known  from  the  Romance  of  his  life,  which  was 
written  by  himself.  It  does  not  clearly  appear,  whether  this  silly  book  is 
to  be  considered  as  history  or  romance. — ^His  specific  for  the  gout  was  good 
for  nothing.  He  died  some  years  after  this  at  the  Hague.— ^ee  Tatler^ 
No.  55.  Advertisement. 

n  See  Dedication,  and  Tatler,  Nos,  5.  51.  64.  and  271. 

o  We  learn  from  Ben  Jonson,  that  Scc^gan,  or  Skogan,  for  the  name  is 
spelt  both  ways,  was  A.  M.  and  lived  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV.  '  He  made 
disguises  for  the  king's  sons,  writ  in  ballad-royal  daintily  well,  and  was  re- 
garded and  rewarded.'  Ben  calls  him,  the  moral  Skogan ;  and  introduces 
Scoggan  with  Skelton,  the  poet-laureate  of  King  Henry  VIII.  into  his 
Masque,  intitled  *  The  Fortunate  Isles,'  where  he  keeps  them  perfectly 
in  character,  and  makes  them  rhyme  in  their  own  manner.  '  The  first  and 
last  part  of  Scoggin's  Jests,  full  of  witty  mirth  and  pleasant  shifts,  done  by 
him  in  France,  and  other  places ;  being  a  preservative  against  melancholy.' 
Gathered  by  Andrew  Boord,  doctor  of  physic,  12mo.  1655.  '  Scoggin's 
Jests.  Wherein  is  declared  his  pleasant  pastimes  in  France,  and  his  merri- 
ment among  the  Friars.'  Lond,  pr.  by  M.  F,  for  Ed.  Wright  in  Gilt  Spur- 
street,  without  Newgate.  No  date.  8vo.  B.  L.  Harl.  MSS.  5985.  For 
several  particulars  about  Scoggin,  see  the  'Observations  on  Wharton's 
History  of  Poetry,'  p.  18. 

P  Steele  mentions  La  Bruyerc,  probably  with  a  view  to  conceal  in  some 
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The  last  person  I  read  of  in  that  writer  was  lord 
Timon.  Timon,  says  my  author  is  the  most  gene- 
rous of  all  men ;  but  is  so  hurried  away  with  that 
strong  impuse  of  bestowing,  that  he  confers  benefits 
without  distinction,  and  is  munificent  without  laying 
obligations*  For  all  the  unworthy,  who  receive  from 
him,  have  so  little  sense  of  this  noble  infirmity,  that 
they  look  upon  themselves  rather  as  partners  in  a 
spoil  than  partakers  of  a  bounty.  The  other  day, 
coming  into  Paris,  I  met  Timon  going  out  on  horse- 
back, attended  only  by  one  servant.  It  struck  me 
with  a  sudden  damp  to  see  a  man  of  so  excellent  a 
disposition,  and  that  understood  making  a  %ure  so 
well,  so  much  shortened  in  his  retinue.  But,  passing 
by  his  house,  I  saw  his  great  coach  break  to  pieces 
before  his  door,  and,  by  a  strange  inchantment,  im- 
mediately turned  into  many  difierent  vehicles.  The 
first  was  a  very  pretty  chariot,  into  which  stepped 
his  lordship's  secretary.  The  second  was  hung  a 
little  heavier  ;  into  that  strutted  the  fat  steward.  In 
an  instant  fdlowed  a  chaise,^  which  was  entered  by 
Ae  butler*  The  rest  of  the  body  and  wheels  were 
forthwith  changed  into  go-carts,  and  run  away  with 
by  the  nurses  and  brats  of  the  rest  of  the  family. 
What  makes  these  misfortunes  in  the  aflairs  of  Timon 
the  more  astonishing  is,  that  he  has  a  better  under- 
standing than  those  who  cheat  him ;  so  that  a  man 
knows  not  which  more  to  wonder  at,  the  indiflPerence 
of  the  master,  or  the  impudence  of  the  servant. 

measure  an  indirect  censure  levelled  at  a  contemporary.  It  has  been  said 
that  he  alluded  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  whose  domestics  enriched  them- 
selves at  the  expense  of  their  master.  This  seems  very  probable  from  a 
passage  in  *  The  Examiner,'  vol.  iii.  p.  48.  La  Bruyere's  Timon  is  a  Mis- 
anthrope. The  character  of  Lord  Timon  was  originally  drawn  by  Steele, 
and  has,  as  he  thought,  a  striking  resemblance  to  his  own.^-See  his  apology 
for  it,  Guard.  No.  55, 
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It  is  rriatter  of  ihuch  speculation  among  the  beaux** 
and  oglers,  what  it  is  that  can  have  made  so  sudden 
a  change,  as  has  been  of  late  observed,  in  the  whole 
behaviour  of  Pastorella,  who  never  sat  still  a  moment 
till  she  was  eighteen,  which  she  has  now  exceeded 
by  two  months.  Her  aimt,  Who  has  the  care  of  her, 
has  not  been  always  so  rigid  as  she  is  at  this  present 
date  ;  but  has  so  good  a  sense  of  the  frailty  of  wo- 
man,  and  falsehood  of  man,  that  she  resolved  cm  all 
manner  of  methods  to  keep  Pastorella,  if  possible,  in 
safety,  against  herself  and  all  her  admirers.  At  the 
same  time  the  good  lady  knew  by  long  experience, 
that  a  gay  inclination,  curbed  too  rashly,  would  but 
run  to  the  greater  excesses  for  that  testraint ;  she 
therefore  intended  to  watch  her,  and  take  some  op- 
portunity df  engaging  her  insensibly  in  her  own  in* 
terests,  without  the  angiiish  of  an  admonition.  You 
are  to  know  then,  that  miss,  with  all  her  flirting  and 
ogling,  had  al^o  naturally  a  strong  curiosity  in  her, 
and  was  the  greatest  eaves-dropper  breathing.  Pari- 
satis  (for  so  her  prudent  aunt  is  called)  observed  this 

4  <  General  Bland  t6ld  me  that  every  gay  man  about  town  did  not  pce^- 
tend  to  be  a  beau  in  the  days  of  queen  Anne;  it  was  a  peculiar  character 
distinguished  by  bold  strokes,  as  having  horses  of  a  particular  colour,  or 
the  like.  In  process  of  time,  this  distinction  was  lost,  aftd  the  word  Wns 
applied  indiscriminately  to  all  fine  men,  as  the  lower  female  violgar  tenn 
them.  As  soon  as  Beau  became  a  nomen  multUudinis,  there  was  a  necessity 
of  ranging  the  fine  men  into  different  classes,  and  it  is  but  justice  to  thii 
age  to  say,  that  it  has  invented  a  name  for  almost  every  character  that  fi«- 
tinguishes  itself  by  dress  or  behaviour,  from  the  plain  men  who  choose  to 
pass  unobserved  in  the  crowd.'-*Sir  David  Dalyrmple^  in  a  Letter  dated 
Edinb.  May  4,  1769, 

According  to  the  preceding  Account,  Beau  Fieldii^  is  represented  uhdef 
the  name  of  Orlando  the  Fair,  as  riding  in  a  lingular  vehicle  constructed 
on  purpose  for  displaying  his  large  size  advantageously.  Tat.  Nos.  i!lo<  and 
51.  Ben  Jonson's  Beau  is  a  different  style,  '  for  he  introdtices  a  fellow 
■smoking,  as  a  mark  of  foppery.'  Tat.  Nos.  42,  and  26.  8pect  Nos.  278- 
and  631.  Guard.  Nos*  10.  and  62. 
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humour,  and  retires  one  day  to  her  closet,  into  which 
she  knew  Pastorella  would  peep,  and  listen  to  know 
how  she  was  employed.  It  happened  accordingly; 
and  the  young  lady  saw  her  good  gouvemante  on  her 
knees,  and,  after  a  mental  behaviour,  break  into  these 
words  :  *  As  for  the -dear  child  committed  to  my  care, 
let  her  sobriety  of  carriage  and  severity  of  behaviour 
be  such  as  may  make  that  noble  lord  who  is  taken 
with  her  beauty  turn  his  designs  to  such  as  are 
honourable/  Here  Parisatis  heard  her  niece  nestle 
closer  to  the  key-hole :  she  then  goes  on :  *  Make 
her  the  joyful  mother  of  a  numerous  and  wealthy 
offspring ;  and  let  her  carriage  be  such,  as  may  make 
Hhis  noble  youth  expect  the  blessings  of  an  happy 
marriage,,  from  the  singularity  of  her  Ufe,  in  this  loose 
and  censorious  age/  Miss,  having  heard  enough^ 
sneaks  off  for  fear  of  discovery,  and  immediately  at 
her  glass  alters  the  sitting  of  her  head  j  then  pulls  up 
her  tucker,  and  forms  herself  into  the  exact  manner 
of  Lindamira  :  in  a  word,  becomes  a  sincere  convert 
to  every  thing  that  is  commendable  in  a  fine  young 
lady ;  arid  two  or  three  such  matches,  as  her  aunt 
feigned  in  her  devotions,  are  at  this  day  in  her  choice* 
This  is  the  history  and  original  cause  of  Pastorella's 
conversion  from  coquetry.  The  prudence  in  the 
management  of  this  young  lady's  temper,  and  good 
judgment  of  it,  is  hardly  to  be  exceeded.  I  scarce 
remember  a  greater  instance  of  forbearance  of  the 
usual  peevish  way  with  which  the  aged  treat  the 
young  than  this,  except  that  of  our  famous  Noy  % 

'  *  William  Noy,  of  St.  Burian  in  Cornwall,  gentleman,  was  made  At- 
torney General  in  1631 ;  his  will  is  dated  June  5,  1634,  about  a  month  or 
six  wedKS  before  his  death.  The  expedient  did  not  operate  an  alteration 
in  his  son  so  altogether  favourable ;  for  within  two  years  Edward  was  slain 
in  a  duel  by  one  captain  Byron,  who  was  pardoned  for  it.  Wood's  Athen. 
Oxon.  edit.  1691,  vol.  i.  506.  Lord  Clarendon  has  drawn  Noy's  charao- 
ter  in  the  first  book  of  his  History  of  the  Civil  War.' 
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whose  good-nature  went  so  far,  as  to  make  him  put 
off  his  admonitions  to  his  son,  even  till  after  his 
death ;  and  did  not  give  him  his  thoughts  of  him, 
until  he  came  to  read  that  memorable  passage  in  his 
will :  *  All  the  rest  of  my  estate/  says  he,  *  I  leave 
to  my  son  Edward  (who  is  executor  to  this  my  will), 
to  be  squandered  as  he  shall  think  fit :  I  leave  it  him 
for  that  purpose,  and  hope  no  better  from  him/  A 
generous  disdain,  and  reflection  upon  how  little  he 
deserved  from  so  excellent  a  father,  reformed  the 
young  man,  and  made  Edward  from  an  arrant  rake 
become  a  fine  gentleman. 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  afeil  29, 

Letters  from  Portugal  of  the  18th  instant,  dated 
fi-om  Estremos,  say,  that  on  the  6th  the  earl  of 
Galloway  arrived  at  that  place,  and  had  the  satis- 
faction  to  see  the  quarters  well  furnished  with  all 
manner  of  provisions,  and  a  quantity  of  bread  sufii- 
cient  for  subsisting  the  troops  for  sixty  days,  besides 
biscuit  for  twenty-five  days.  The  enemy  give  out, 
that  they  shall  bring  into  the  field  fourteen  regiments 
of  horse,  and  twenty-four  battalions.  The  troops  in 
the  service  of  Portugal  will  make  up  14,000  foot,  and 
4000  horse.  On  the  day  these  letters  were  des- 
patched, the  earl  of  Galloway  received  advice,  that 
the  marquis  de  Bay  was  preparing  for  some  enter- 
prize,  by  gathering  his  troops  together  on  the  frontiers. 
Whereupon  his  Excellency  resolved  to  go  that  same 
night  to  Villa  Viciosa,  to  assemble  the  troops  in  that 
neighbourhood,  in  order  to  disappoint  his  designs. 

Yesterday  in  the  evening  captain  Foxton,  aid-de- 
camp to  major-general  Cadogan,  arrived  here  express 
from  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  And  this  day  a 
mail  is  come  in  with  letters  dated  from  Brussels  of  the 
6th  of  May  N.  S.  which  advise,  that  the  enemy  had 
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drawn  together  a  body,  consisting  of  20,000  men, 
with  a  design,  as  was  supposed^  to  intercept  the  great 
convoy  on  the  march  towards  Lisl^,  which  was  safely 
arrived  at  Menin  and  Courtray,  in  its  way  to  that 
place,  the  French  having  retired  without  making  any 
attempt. 

We  bear  from  the  Hatgue,  that  a  person  ctf  the 
first  quality  is  arrived  in  the  Low  Countries  from 
France,  in  order  to  be  a  plenipotentiary  in  an  ensuing 
treaty  of  peace. 

Letters  from  France  acknowle^e,  that  monsieur 
Bernard  has  made  no  higher  offers  of  satisfaetiol^  to^ 
his  creditors  than  of  35L  per  cent. 

These  advices  add,  that  the  maresehal  Boufflers, 
nionsieur  Torcy,  (who  distinguished  himself  formerly 
by  advising  the  court  of  France  to  adhere  to  the 
treaty  of  Partition,)  and  monsieur  d'Harcourt  (wha 
negociated  with  cardinal  Portocarrero  for  the  suc-r 
cession  of  the  crown  of  Spain  in  the  house  of  Bour- 
bon), are  all  three  joined  in  a  commission  for  a  treaty 
of  peace.  The  Maresehal  is  come  to  Ghent :  the  other 
t:wa  are  arrived  at  the  Hague. 

It  is  confidently  reported  here^  that  the  right 
honourable  the  lord  Townshend  is  to  go  with  his- 
grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough  into  Holland. 

*#*  Mr.  Bickerstaff  has  received  the  epistles  of 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Wagstaff,  Timothy  Pikestaff,  and  Wag- 
staff,  which  he  will  acknowledge  farther  as  occasion 
shaU  serve. 


f  ^-t  A  convenient  large  cold  bath,  erected  on  an  excellent  cold  spriiftgy 
adjoining  to  the  Bowling-Green,  in  Queen-street,  in  the  Park,  Southwark; 
price  Is.  and  6d.  The  chair  2f.  [no  date.]  HarL  Cat.  59J1.  Bagf^  CoL 
S«  Museum. 
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No.  10.     TUESDAY,  May  3.  1709-* 

Qidcquid  agunt  homines  — 

—  nostri  est  farrago  libellu  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86.. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream^ 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P, 


By  Mrs.  Jenny  Distaff  %  Half-Sister  to  Mr.  BicKEjet* 

STAFJP. 

F|tOM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT^  MAY  1. 

My  brother  Isaac,  having  a  sudden  occasion  to  go 
out  of  town,  ordered  me  to  take  upon  me  the  despatch 
of  the  next  advices  from  home>  with  liberty  to  speak 
it  my  own  way ;  not  doubting  the  allowances  which 
would  be  given  to  a  writer  of  my  sex.  You  may  be 
sure  I  undertook  it  with  much  satisfaction :  and  I 

*  Steele's. 
>  We  find  Miss^  a  contraction  of  Mistress,  in  Miegd's  French  Dicdoiv 
ary,  1688;  but  in  1709  the  appellation  of  Miss  seems  to  have  had  an 
jdea  of  levity  and  childishness  annexed  to  it,  and  to  have  been  given  only 
to  girls  not  yet  in  their  teens,  or  to  indiscreet  and  inconsiderate  young 
womeji.  In  Tat.  No.  9.  the  giddy  Pastorella  is  styled  Miss,  but  here  it  is 
Mrs.  Jenny  Distaff,  and  she  was  only  turned  of  twenty.  Tat.  No.  55»  A 
young  lady  ridiculed  for  her  unbecoming  and  injudicious  head-dress  is  styled 
Miss  Gruel.  Tat.  No.  212.  But  in  Tat.  No.  139.  it  is  Mistress  and  not 
Miss  Alice;  and  the  same  observation  occurs  in  Tat.  Np.  175.  in  Tat..  No. 
189.  and  in  Spect.  No.  496.  Depingle  is  named  Mad^un  in  Tat.  No,  7.  and 
It  is  Madam  Distaff  in  Tat.  140.  A  young  lady  of  nineteen  is  called 
Mistress  in  Spect,  No.  554.  We  meet  with  Miss  Liddy  in  Spect.  No,  306. 
find  the  title  of  honour  given  to  ber  elder  sister  is  Madam  Marfjia,  but 
her  precise  age  is  not  m^tioned^  ^ee  also  Spect  Nos.  551.  558.  and  579, 
JnCongreve's  *  Way  of  the  World,'  an,  17O0,  Act  II,  sc.  7.  it  is  Mistress, 
and  once  Madam  Millamaot,  and  Mistress  Marwood.  Shakspeare  dis* 
tinguishes  maidois  from  their  molj^ers,  by  ^ding  the  Christian  names, 
*  Mistress  Anne  Page,'  anno  1601.  ,  Bee  Tat.  No.  15.  note.  In  Sir  John 
Cullum's  truly  admirable  *  History  and  Antiquities  of  Hawsted,'  p.  68, 
?ind  69.  in  the  Register,  1565,  1578,  two  infants  are  called  m0tter  and  vm^ 
tress,     Mrs,  Toss,  p,  305.  wd  554,    A» 
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confess  I  am  not  a  little  pleased  with  the  opportunity 
of  running  over  all  the  papers  in  his  closet,,  which  he 
has  left  open  for  ray  use  on  this  occasion.  The  first 
that  I  lay  my  hands  on,  is  a  treatise  concerning  *  the 
empire  of  beauty,*  and  the  effects  it  has  had  ia  all 
nations  of  the  world,  upon  the  public  and  private 
actions  of  men ;  with  an  appendix,  which  he  calls, 

*  The  Bachelor's  scheme  for  governing  his  wife/ 
The  first  thing  he  makes  this  gentleman  propose  is, 
that  she  shall  be  no  woman ;  for  she  is  to  have  an 
aversion  to  balls,  to  operas,  to  visits :  she  is  to  think 
his  company  sufficient  to  fill  up  all  the  hours  of  life 
with  great  satisfaction :  she  is  never  to  believe  any 
other  man  wise,  learned,  or  valiant ;  or  at  least  but 
in  a  second  degree.  In  the  next  place,  he  intends 
she  shall  be  a  cuckold ;  but  expects,  that  he  himself 
must  live  in  perfect  security  from  that  terror.  He 
dwells  a  great  while  on  instructions  for  her  discreet 
behaviour  in  case  of  his  falsehood.  I  have  not  pa- 
tience with  these  unreasonable  expectations,  therefore 
turn  back  to  the  treatise  itself.  Here  indeed  my 
brother  deduces  all  the  revolutions  among  men  from 
the  passion  of  love ;  and  in  his  preface  answers  that 
usual  observation  against  us,  •  that  there  is  no  quarrel 
without  a  woman  in  it ;'  with  a  gallant  assertion,  that 

*  there  is  nothing  else  worth  quarrelling  for.'  My 
brother  is  of  a  complexion  truly  amorous ;  all  his 
thoughts  and  actions  carry  in  them  a  tincture  of  that 
obliging  inclination ;  and  this  turn  has  opened  his 
eyes  to  see,  we  are  not  the  inconsiderable  crea- 
tures which  unlucky  pretenders  to  our  favour  would 
insinuate.  He  observes,  that  no  man  begins  to  make 
any  tolerable  figure,  till  he  sets  out  with  the  hopes 
of  pleasing  some  one  of  us.  No  sooner  he  takes  that 
in  hand,  but  he  pleases  every  one  else  by  the  bye.  It 
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has  an  immediate  effect  upon  his  behaviour.  There 
is  Colonel  Ranter*,  who  never  spoke  without  an 
oath,  till  he  saw  the  lady  Betty  Modish;  now, 
never  gives  his  man  an  order,  but  it  is,  *  Pray,  Tom, 
do  it.*  The  drawers  where  he  drinks  live  in  perfect 
happiness.  He  asked  Will  at  the  George  the  other 
day,  how  he  did  ?  Where  he  used  to  say,  *  Damn 
it,  it  is  so  J*  he  now  *  believes  there  is  some  mistake  ; 
he  must  confess  he  is  of  another  opinion  ;  but  how- 
ever he  won't  insist.' 

Every  temper,  except  downright  insipid,  is  to  be 
animated  and  softened  by  the  influence  of  beauty : 
but  of  this  untractable  sort  is  a  lifeless  handsome 
fellow  that  visits  us,  whom  I  have  dressed  at  this 
twelve-month ;  but  he  is  as  insensible  of  all  the  arts 
I  use,  as  if  he  conversed  all  that  time  with  liis  nurse. 
He  out-does  our  whole  sex  in  all  the  faults  our  ene* 
mies  impute  to  us ;  he  has  brought  laziness  into  an 
opinion,  and  makes  his  indolence  his  philosophy :  in- 
somuch that  no  longer  ago  than  yesterday  in  the 
evening  he  gave  me  this  account  of  himself:  *  I  am. 
Madam,  perfectly  unmoved  at  all  that  passes  among 
men,  and  seldom  give  myself  the  fatigue  of  going 
among  them ;  but,  when  I  do,  I  always  appear  the 
same  thing  to  those  whom  I  converse  with.  My 
hours  of  existence,  or  being  awake,  are  from  eleven 
in  the  moaning  to  eleven  at  night ;  half  of  which  I 
live  to  myself,  in  picking  my  teeth,  washing  my  hands, 
paring  my  nails,  and  looking  in  the  glass.  The  in- 
significancy of  my  manners  to  the  rest  of  the  world", 

t  There  is  probably  an  allusion  here  to  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Ann  Oidfield 
and  brigadier  general  Churchill.  Mrs.  O.  played  at  this  time  inixmtably 
well  the  character  of  lady  Betty  Modish  in  the  <  Careless  Husband^ 
*  which  the  author  C.  Gibber  acknowledges  was  not  only  written  for  her,  but 
copied  from  her,  so  that  she  was  both  the  player  and  the  original  of  the 
character.    Biog.  Brit.  art.  Oidfield. 

"  What  follows  is  inserted  as  a  farther  specimen  of  the  manner  of  the 
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makes  the  laughers  call  me  a  Quidnunc^  a  phrase  which 
I  neither  understand,    nor  shall  ever  inquire  what 
they  mean  by.     The  last  of  me  each  night  is  at  St. 
James's  coffee-house,  where  I  converse,  yet  never  fall 
into  a  dispute  on  any  occasion  ;  but  leave  the  under- 
standing I  have,  passive  of  all  that  goes  through  it, 
without  entering  into  the  business  of  life.  And  thus, 
Madam^,  have  I  arrived  by  laziness,  to  what  others 
pretend  to  by  philosophy,  a  perfect  neglect  of  the 
world.'     Sure,  if  our  sex  had  the  liberty  of  frequentr 
ing  public  houses  and  conversations,  we  should  put 
^hese  rivals  of  our  faults  and  follies  out  of  counter 
nance.     However,  we  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure  of 
being  acquainted  with  them  one  way  or  other ;  for 
my  brother  Isaac  designs,  for  the  use  of  our  sex,  to 
give  the  exact  characters  of  all  the  chief  politidans 
who  frequent  any  of  the  coffee-houses  from  St.  James*^ 
to  the  Change ;    but  designs^  to  begin   with   that 
cluster  of  wise-heads,  as  they  are  found  sitting  every 
evening  from  the  left-side  of  the  fire,  at  the  Smyrna, 
to  the  door.     This  will  be  of  great  service  for  us, 
and  I  have  authority  to  promise  an  exact  journal  of 
their  deliberations ;  the  publication  of  which  I  am  to 
be  allowed  for  pin-money.     In  the  mean  time,  I  cast 
my  eye  upon  a  new  book,  which  gave  me  a  more 
pleasing  entertainment,  being  a  sixth  part  of  Miscel- 
lany Poems  published  by  Jacob  Tonson'',    which  I 
find,  by  my  brother's  notes  upon  it,  no  way  inferior  to 
the  other  volumes.     There  are  it  seemst,  in  this  a  col- 
lection of  the  best  pastorals  that  have  hitherto  ap^ 
peared  in  England  j  but  among  them  none  superior 
to  that  dialogue  between  Sylvia  and  Dorindai^  written 

Annotator  on  the  Tatler,  and  of  the  nature  of  his  remarks.     See  Tatler, 
Nos.  5.  and  7.     *  Nothing  is  more  dproj)oSy  than  to  talk  in  a  dialect  that  is 
not  English,  of  a  phrase  that  is  not  sense.*    Annotations  on  the  Tatler^ 
part  i.  p.  85. 
w  Usually  called  Dryden*s  Collection.     See  No,  12.  note. 
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by  one  of  my  own  sex'' ;  where  all  our  little  weak- 
nesses  are  laic}  open  in  a  manner  more  just,  and  with 
truer  raillery,  than  ever  man  yet  hit  upon. 

Only  this  I  now  discern, 
From  the  things  thou'dst  have. me  learn, 
That  womankind's  peculiar  joys 
From  past  or  present  beauties  rise. 

But,  to  re-assume  my  first  design,  there  cannot  be 
a  greater  instance  of  the  command  of  females,  thafli 
in  the  prevailing  charms  of  the  hproine  in  the  play, 
which  was  acted  this  night,  called  All  for  Love  ;  op 
The  World  well  lost  ^.  The  enamoured  Anthony  re- 
signs glory  and  power  to  the  force  of  the  attractive 
Cleopatra,  whose  charms  were  the  defence  of  her 
diadem  against  a  people  otherwise  invincible.  It  isf 
so  natural  for  women  to  talk  of  themselves,  that  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  all  my  own  sex  at  least  will  pardon  me 
that  I  could  fall  iijto  no  other  discourse.  If  we  have 
tlieir  favour,  we  give  ourselves  very  little  anxiety  for 
the  rest  of  our  readers.  I  believe  I  see  a  sentence 
pf  Latin  in  my  broth  er*s  day-book  of  wit,  which 
seems  applicable  on  tlitis  occasion,  and  in  contempt 
of  the  critics, 

—  Tristitiam  et  vietus 
Tradiim  prQterois  in  mare  Creticum  ' 
F  rot  are  ventis.  Hor.  1  Od.  xxvi.  % 

No  boding  fears  shall  break  my  rest, 

l^or  anxious  pares  invade  my  breast ; 

Puff  theiD,  ye  wanton  gales,  away. 

And  plunge  them  in  the  Cretan  sea.      R.  Wynne, 

't  By  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Singer,  celebrated  by  Prior  in  many  parts  of  ^ 
poems,  and  afterwards  Mrs.  Rowe. 

y  By  Dryden,  first  acted  in  the  year.  1678.    Langbaine. 

^  The  humour  of  Mrs.  Jenny  Distaff's  Latin  quotation  stands  in  need 
of  some  illustration.  It  rises  out  of  the  similarity  between  the  word^ 
(Jreticum  and  Criticum,  which  are  suiiiciently  alike,  to  mislead  a  lady  un-? 
skilled  in  the  Latin  language,  into  this  misapplipation  of  the  passage. 
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But  I  am  interrupted  by  a  packet  from  Mr.  Kid- 
ney*, from  St.  James's  coffee-house,  which  I  am 
obliged  to  insert  in  the  very  style  and  words  which 
Mr.  Kidney  uses  in  his  letter. 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  may  2, 

We  are  advised  by  letters  from  Bern,  dated  the 
1st*  instant  N.  S.  that  the  duke  of  Berwick  arrived 
at  Lyons  the  25th  of  the  last  month,  and  con- 
tinued his  journey  the  next  day  to  visit  the  passes  of 
the  mountains,  and  other  posts  in  Dauphine  and  Pro- 
vence. These  letters  also  informed  us,  that  the 
miseries  of  the  people  in  France  are  heightened  to 
that  degree,  that,  unless  a  peace  be  speedily  concluded, 
half  of  that  kingdom  would  perish  for  want  of  bread. 
On  the  24th,  the  mareschal  de  Thesse  passed 
through  Lyons,  in  his  way  to  Versailles ;  and  two 
battalions,  which  were  marching  from  Alsace  to  re- 
inforce the  army  of  the  duke  of  Berwick,  passed  also 
through  that  place.  Those  troops  were  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  six  battalions  more. 

Letters  from  INaples  of  the  l6th  of  April  say,  that 
the  marquis  de  Prie's  son  was  arrived  there,  with 
instructions  from  his  father,  to  signify  to  the  viceroy 
the  necessity  his  imperial  majesty  was  under  of  de- 
siring an  aid  from  that  kingdom,  for  carrying  on  the 
extraordinary  expenses  of  the  war.  On  the  14th  of 
the  same  month,  they  made  a  review  of  the  Spanish 
troops  in  that  garrison,  and  afterwards  of  the  marines; 
one  part  of  whom  will  embark  with  those  designed 
for  Barcelona,  and  the  rest  are  to  be  sent  on  board 
the  galleys  appointed  to  convoy  provisions  to  that 
place. 

We  hear  from  Rome,  by  letters  dated  the  20th 
of  April,  that  the  count  de  Mellos,  envoy  from  the 

«  A  waiter  in  St.  James's  CofTee-house.    Tat.  Nos.  1.  and  26. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  10.  THE  TATLER.  91 

king  of  Portugal,  had  made  his  public  entry  into  that 
city  with  much  state  and  magnificence.  The  Pope 
has  lately  held  two  other  consistories,  wherein  he  made 
a  promotion  of  two  cardinals  ;  but  the  acknowledge 
ment  of  king  Charles  is  i^till  deferred. 

Letters  from  other  parts  of  Italy  advise  us,  that  the 
doge  of  Venice  continues  dangerously  ill :  that  the 
prince  de  Carignan,  having  relapsed  into  a  violent 
fever,  died  the  28r(J  of  April,  in  his  eightieth  year. 

Advices  from  Vienna  of  the  27th  of  April  import, 
that  the  archbishop  of  SaJtzburg  is  dead,  who  is 
succeeded  by  count  Harrach,  formerly  bishop  of 
Vienna,  and  for  these  last  three  years  coadjutor  to 
the  said  archbishop ;  and  that  prince  Maximilian 
of  Lichtenstein  is  likewise  departed  this  life  at  his 
country  seat  called  Cromaw  in  Moravia.  These  ad- 
vices add,  that  the  emperor  has  named  count  Zinzer- 
dorf,  count  Goes,  and  monsieur  Consbruck,  for  his 
plenipotentiaries  in  an  ensuing  treaty  of  peace; 
and  they  hear  from  Hungary,  that  the  Imperialists 
have  had  several  successful  skirmishes  with  the  mal- 
contents. 

Letters  from  Paris,  dated  May  the  6th,  say  that 
the  mareschal  de  Thesse  arrived  there  on  the  29th 
of  the  last  month,  and  that  the  chevalier  de  Beuil 
was  sent  thither  by  don  Pedro  Ronquillo  with  ad- 
vice, that  the  confederate  squadron  appeared  before 
Alicant  on  the  17th,  and,  having  for  some  time 
cannonaded  the  city,  endeavoured  to  land  some 
troops  for  the  relief  of  the  castle  ;  but  general  Stan- 
hope, finding  the  passes  well  guarded,  and  the  enter- 
prize  dangerous,  demanded  to  capitulate  for  the 
castle ;  which  being  granted  him,  the  garrison,  con- 
sisting of  600  regular  troops,  marched  out  with  their 
arms  and  baggage  the  day  following  ;  and  being  re- 
ceived on  bpard,  tliey  immediately  set  sail  for  Barce- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


92  THE  TATLER.  No,  10, 

lona*  These  letters  add,  that  the  march  of  the  Frencli 
^ihJ  Swiss  re^jBents  is  farther  deferred  for  a  few 
days  i  and  that  the  duke  of  Noailles  was  just  r^ady 
to  Set  out  for  Roussillon,  as  wj^U  as  th^  count  de 
Bezons  for  Catajonia, 

The  sawe  advice?  say,  bread  was  sold  at  Paris  for 
sixpence  p^t  pound ;  and  that  there  was  not  half 
enough,  even  at  that  rate,  to  supply  the  necessities  of 
the  people,  which  reduced  them  tQ  the  utmost  despair  j 
^tb^t  thr^e  hundred  men  had  taken  up  arras,  and, 
feaying  plundered  the  market  of  the  suburb  of  Su 
Germain,  pressed  dowp  by  their  multitude  the  king's 
guards  who  opposed  them.  Two  of  those  mutineers 
were  afterwards  seized  and  condemned  to  death ;  but 
four  others  went  to  the  magistrate  who  pronounced 
that  sentence;  and  told  him,  he  must  expect  tp 
answer  with  his  own  life  for  those  of  their  comrades. 
All  order  and  sense  of  government  being  thus  lost 
among  the  enraged  people ;  to  keep  up  a  show  of 
authority,  the  captain  of  the  guards,  who  saw  all 
their  insolence,  pretended,  that  he  had  represented  to 
the  king  their  deplorable  condition,  and  had  obtained 
their  pardoti.  It  is  farther  reported,  that  the  dauphin 
and  duchess  of  Burgundy,  as  they  went  to  th^  c^era, 
tyere  surrounded  by  crowds  of  people,  who  upbraided 
them  with  their  neglect  of  the  general  calamity,  in 
going  to  diversions  when  the  whole  people  were 
ready  to  perish  for  want  of  bread.  Edicts  are  daily 
published  to  suppress  these  riots ;  and  papers,  with 
menaces  against  the  government,  as  pubUcly  thrown 
about.  Among  others,  these  words  were  dropped  in 
|i  court  of  justice,  ^  France  wants  a  RavilUac  or  a 
Jesuit  to  deliver  her/  Besides  this  universal  distress, 
there  is  a  contagious  sickness,  which,  it  is  feared* 
will  end  in  a  pestilence.  Letters  from  Bourdeaui^ 
bring  accounts  no  less  lamentable  :  the  peasants  ar© 
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driveii  by  hunger  from  their  abodes  into  that  city, 
and  make  lamentations  in  the  streets  without  redress. 
We  are  advised  by  letters  from  the  Hague,  dated 
the  10th  instant  N.  S.  that  on  the  6th  the  marquis 
de  Torcy  arrived  there  from  Paris ;  but  the  passport, 
by  which  he  came,  having  been  sent  blank  by  mon- 
sieur  Rouille,  he  was  there  two  days  before  his  quality 
was  known.  That  minister  offered  to  communicate 
to  monsieur  Heinsitis  the  proposals  which  he  had  to 
make  ;  but  the  pensionary  refused  to  see  them,  and 
said,  he  would  signify  it  to  the  States,  who  deputed 
Some  of  their  own  body  to  acquaint  him,  that  they 
would  enter  into  no  negociatioh  till  the  arrival  of 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the  other 
ministers  of  the  alliance.  Prince  Eugene  was  ex- 
pected there  the  12th  instant  from  Brussels.  It  is 
said,  that  besides  monsieur  de  Torcy  and  monsieur 
Pajot,  director-general  of  the  posts,  there  are  two  or 
three  persons  at  the  Hague  whose  names  are  not 
known  5  but  it  is  supposed,  that  the  duke  d'Alba, 
embassador  from  the  duke  of  Anjou,  was  one  of 
them.  The  States  have  sent  letters  to  all  the  cities 
of  the  provinces,  desiring  them  to  send  their  deputies 
to  receive  the  propositions  of  peace  made  by  the 
court  of  France. 

*#*  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bickerstaff,  Mrs.  t)i^ 
tafF  has  received  M.  Nathaniel  Broomstick's  letter. 

N.B.  Under  the  signature  of  Nathaniel  Broomstick,  the  subsequent 
paper,  or  hints  fof  it,  might  have  been  communicated  to  Steele  by  Swift,  by 
Anthony  Henley,  esq.  or  by  Mr.  Jabez  Hughes.  See  Tat.  No.  11.  and 
notes. 


t+t  The  twelve  half-length  figures  of  Sir  A.  Vandyke,  curiously  en- 
graved by  the  late  Mr.  Peter  Lombard,  one  of  the  best  engravers,  very 
proper  to  adorn  rooms,  &c.  sold  by  Mr.  Charles  Mather,  near  Temple  Bar^ 
fa  Fleet-street;  price  one  guinea.    Lond.  Gaz.  Nov.  25,  1708. 
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No,  11.    THURSDAY,  May  5,  1709  * 

Quicquid  agunt  homines — 

— nostri  est  farrago  libellu  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85, 86, 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


By  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Esquire. 

will's  copfeb-housk,  may  5. 

A  KINSMAN  has  sent  me  a  letter,  wherein  he  informs 
me,  he  had  lately  resolved  to  write  an  heroic  poem, 
but  by  business  has  been  interrupted,  and  has  only 
made  one  similitude,  which  he  should  be  afflicted  to 
have  wholly  lost;  and  begs  of  me  to  apply  it  to  some- 
thing, being  very  desirous  to  see  it  well  placed  in  the 
world.  I  am  so  willing  to  help  the  distressed,  that  I 
have  taken  it  in;  but,  though  his  greater  genius 
might  very  well  distinguish  his  verses  from  mine,  I 
have  marked  where  his  begin.  His  lines  are  a  de- 
scription of  the  sun  in  eclipse,  which  I  know  nothing 
more  like  than  a  brave  man  in  sorrow  who  bears  it 
as  he  should,  without  imploring  the  pity  of  his  friends, 
or  being  dejected  with  the  contempt  of  his  enemies : 
as  in  the  case  of  Cato. 

When  all  the  globe  to  C«sar's  fortune  bow'd, 
Cato  alone  his  empire  disallow'd ; 
With  inborn  strength  alone  oppos'd  mankind. 
With  heav'n  in  view,  to  all  below  it  blind : 
Regardless  of  his  friends  applause,  or  moan, 
Alone  triumphant,  since  he  falls  alone  a. 

*  Steele's. 
•  The  verses  are  by  Mr.  Jabez  Hughes,  who  seems,  therefore,  to  have 
some  claim  to  be  considered  as  the  author  of  this  Number,  or  at  least  of  the 
first  part  of  the  paper. 
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*  Thus  when  the  Ruler  of  the  genial  day 
Behind  some  darkening  planet  forms  his  way, 
Desponding  mortals,  with  officious  care. 
The  concave  drum  and  magic  brass  prepare ; 
Implore  him  to  sustain  th'  important  fight, 
And  save  depending  worlds  from  endless  night : 
Fondly  they  hc^e  their  labour  may  avail 
To  ease  his  conflict,  and  assist  his  toil. 
Whilst  he,  in  beams  of  native  splendor  bright, 
(Tho'  dark  his  orb  appear  to  human  sight) 
Shines  to  the  gods  with  more  diffusive  light ; 
To  distant  stars  with  equal  glory  burns. 
Inflames  their  lamps,  and  feeds  their  golden  urns. 
Sure  to  retain  his  known  superior  tract, 
And  proves  the  more  illustrious  by  defect.* 

This  is  a  very  lively  image ;  but  I  must  take  the 
liberty  to  say,  my  kinsman  drives  the  sun  a  little  like 
Fhaeton^:  he  has  all  the  warmth  of  PhcebzcSf  but  will 
not  stay  for  his  direction  of  it.  Avail  and  toil,  defect 
and  tracty  will  never  do  for  rh)rmes.  But,  however, 
he  has  the  true  spirit  in  him  ;  for  which  reason  I  was 
willing  to  entertain  any  thing  he  pleased  to  send  me. 
The  subject  which  he  writes  upon  naturally  raises 
great  reflections  in  the  soul,  and  puts  us  in  mind  of 
the  mixed  condition  which  we  mortals  are  to  support ; 
which,  as  it  varies  to  good  or  bad,  adorns  or  defaces 
our  actions  to  the  beholders ;  all  which  glory  and 
shame  must  end  in,  what  we  so  much  repine  at, 
death.  But  doctrines  on  this  occasion,  any  other 
than  that  of  living  well,  are  the  most  insignificant  and 
most  empty  of  all  the  labours  of  men.  None  but  a 
tragedian  can  die  by  rule,  and  wait  till  he  discovers 
a  plot,  or  says  a  fine  thing  upon  his  eocit.  In  real  life, 
this  is  a  chimera ;  and  by  noble  spirits  it  will  be  done 
decently,  without  the  ostentation  of  it.  We  see  men 
of  all  conditions  and  characters  go  through  it  with 

^  Ovid.  Mctam.  ii.  1. 
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equal  resolution  :  and  if  we  considei^  the  speeches  of 
the  mighty  philosophers,  heroes,  lawgivers,  and  great 
Captains,  they  can  produce  no  more  in  a  discerning 
spirit,  than  rules  to  make  a  man  a  fop  on  his  death- 
bed. Commend  me  to  that  natural  greatness  of  soul, 
expressed  by  an  innocent,  and  consequently  resolute 
country.fellow,  who  said  in  the  pains  of  the  colic, 
*  If  I  (thee  get  this  breath  out  of  my  body,  you  shall 
hang  me  before  you  put  it  in  again,'  Honest  Ned ! 
and  so  he  died  % 

But  it  is  to  be  silpposed,  that  from  this  place  you 
may  expect  an  account  of  such  a  thing  as  a  new  play 
is  not  to  be  omitted  \  That  acted  this  night  is  the 
newest  that  ever  was  writ.  The  author  is  my  ingeni- 
ous  friend   Mr.   Thomas  D ^y.      This  drama   is 

called^  *  The  Modem  Prophets  %'  arid  is  a  most  unan  • 

«  This  Ned  was  a  farmer  of  Anthony  Henley,  esq.  who  mentions  thitf 
^yingof  his  in  a  letter  to  Swift.  Swift's  Works,  vol.  xviii.  p.  15.  Aa 
Swift  was  in  London  at  this  time,  perhaps  he  might  be  the  author  of  thir 
paper,  or  at  least  give  hints  for  it.  It  is  more  probable  that  Anthony  Hen- 
ley, esq,  communicated  to  his  friend  Steele  this  anecdote  of  honest  Ned,- 
and  the  paper  itself.  The  writer  of  this  was  informed  on  good  authority 
that  Anthony  Henley,  esq.  was  the  Author  of  some  papers  in  these  volumes^ 
which  the  respectable  Prelate  who  gave  him  this  intelligence  could  not  par- 
ticularly point  out. 

d  The  following  account  of  Mr.  T.  iJurfey,  and  his  work,  is  very  sadri- 
cal.     See  Supplement  to  Swift,  vol.  iii.  p.  12. 

«  This  piece  has  no  kind  of  merit,  but  that  of  exposing  ^th  some  little 
humour  a  set  of  absurd  enthusiasts,  who  made  their  appearance  about  this* 
time  under  the  title  of  *  French  Prophets.'  Tatler,  Nos.  1.  29.  and 
note ;  and  Guardian,  Nos.  29.  and  67.^-*  I  remember  that  about  the  end 
of  queen  Anne's  reign,  there  was  a  great  number  of  fanatics,  who  said  they 
had,  and  very  possibly  thought  they  had,  the  gift  of  prophecy.  They  used 
to  assemble  in  Moorfields,  to  exert  this  gift,  and  were  attended  by  crowds 
of  idle  and  curious  spectators.  The  then  ministry,  who  loved  a  little  per- 
secution well  enough,  was  however  so  wise  as  not  to  disturb  their  madness, 
and  only  ordered  one  Powell,  the  master  of  a  famous  puppet-show,  to 
make  Punch  turn  Prophet,  which  he  did  so  well,  that  it  soon  put  an  end 
to  the  prophets  and  their  prophecies.  The  obscure  Dr.  Sacheverell's  for- 
tune was  made  by  a  parliamentary  prosecution,  much  about  the  same  time 
the  French  prophets  were  totally  extinguished  by  a  puppet-show.'  Misc. 
W«rks  of  lord  Chesterfield,  by  Dr.  Maty,  4to.  vol,  ii.  p.  523.  S5S.    See 
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dwerable  satire  against  the  late  spirit  of  enthusiasm. 
The  writer  had  by  long  experience  observed  that,  in 
company,  very  grave  discourses  had  been  followed  by 
bawdry ;  and  therefore  has  turned  the  humour  that 
way  with  great  success^  and  taken  from  his  audience 
all  manner  of  superstition)  by  the  agitations  of  pretty 
Mrs.  Bignell,  whom  he  has,  with  great  subtilty,  made 
a  lay-sister,  as  well  as  a  prophetess ;  by  which  means 
she  carries  on  the  affairs  of  both  worlds  with  great 
success.  My  friend  designs  to  go  on  with  another 
work  against  winter,  which  he  intends  to  call  *  The 
Modem  Poets,*  a  people  no  less  mistaken  in  their 
opinions  of  being  inspired,  than  the  other.  In  order 
to  this,  he  has  by  him  seven  songs,  besides  many  am- 
biguities, which  cannot  be  mistaken  for  any  thing 
but  what  he  means  them.  Mr.  Durfey  generally 
writes  state-plays,  and  is  wonderfully  useful  to  the 
world  in  such  representations.  This  method  is 
the  same  that  was  used  by  old  Athenians,  to  laugh 
out  of  countenance,  or  promote  opinions  among  the 
people.  My  friend  has  therefore,  against  this  play  is 
acted  for  his  own  benefit,  made  two  dances,  which 
may  be  also  of  an  universal  benefit.  In  the  first,  he  "* 
has  represented  absolute  power  in  the  person  of  a  tall 
man  with  a  hat  and  feather,  who  gives  his  first  minis- 
ter, that  stands  just  before  him,  an  huge  kick ;  the 
minister  gives  the  kick  to  the  next  before  ;  and  so  to 
the  end  of  the  stage.  In  this  moral  and  practical 
jest,  you  are  made  to  understand,  that  there  is,  in  an 
absolute  government,  no  gratification,  but  giving  the 
kick  you  receive  from  one  above  you  to  one  below 
you.  This  is  performed  to  a  grave  and  melancholy 
air ;  but  on  a  sudden  the  tune  moves  quicker,  and 
the  whole  company  fall  into  a  circle,  and  take  hands ; 

also  Examiner,  No.  48.  and  Supplement  to  Swift,  toI.  ii.  p.  S29,  vol.  iii. 
p.  9. 

VOL.  I.  H 
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then,  at  a  certain  sharp  note,  they  move  round, 
and  kick  as  kick  can.  This  latter  performance  he 
makes  to  be  the  representation  o£  a  free  state ;  where, 
if  yott  all  mind  your  steps,  you  may  go  round  and 
round  very  jolBly,  with  a  motion  pleasant  to  yoursdves 
and  those  you  dance  with :  nay,  if  yon  put  yourselves 
out,  at  the  worst  you  only  kick  and  are  kicked,  Kke 
friends  and  equals. 

PROM    MY  OWN   APAETMENT,  MAY  4. 

Of  all  the  vanities  under  the  sun,  I  confess  that  of 
being  proud  of  one's  birth  is  the  greatest.  At  the 
same  time,  since  in  this  unreasonable  age,'  by  the 
force  of  prevailing  custom,  things  in  which  men  have 
no  hand  are  imputed  to  them ;  and  that  I  am  used 
by  some  people,  as  if  Isaac  fiickerstafl^  though  I 
write  myself  Esquire,  was  nobody :  to  set  the  world 
right  in  that  particular,  I  shall  give  you  my  genealogy, 
as  a  kinsman  of  ours  has  sent  it  me  from  the  Heralds* 
oflSce.  It  is  certain,  and  unobserved  by  the  wisest 
writers,  that  there  are  women  who  are  not  nicely 
chaste,  and  men  not  severely  honest,  in  all  families ; 
therefore  let  those  who  may  be  apt  to  raise  aspersions 
upon  ours,  please  to  give  us  as  impartial  an  account 
of  their  own,  and  we  shall  be  satisfied.  The  business 
of  heralds  is  a  matter  of  so  great  nicety,  that,  to 
avoid  mistakes,  I  shall  give  you  my  cousin's  letter 
verbatim^  without  altering  a  syllable '. 

*  BEAR  COUSIN, 

*  Since  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  your- 
self so  famous  of  late,  by  your  ingenious  writings,  and 
some  time  ago  by  your  learned  predictions:  shice 
Partridge  of  immortal  memory  is  dead  and  gone*, 

'  Mr.  Twisden  was  the  author  of  this  letter,  as  appears  from  Steele's 
P»e&ce.to  Taller,  vol.  iv.    See  abo  Tat.  No.  14.  ad.^nem. 
8  Partridge  was  the  rise  of  the  '  firSt  Bickerstaff.'    Examiner,  vol.  ¥. 
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who,  poetical  as  he  was,  could  not  understand  his  own^ 
poetry  ^  mid,  philomatical  as  he  was^  could*  not  read 
his  own  destiny  :  since  the  pope,  the  king  of  France, 
and  gr^at  part  of  his  court,  are  either  literally  or 
metaphorically  dej^nct:  since,  I  say,  these  things 
(not  foretold  by  any  one  but  yourself)  have  come  to 
pass  after  so  surprising  a  manner ;  it  is  with  no  small 
concern  I  see  the  original  of  the  Staffian  race  so  little 
known  in  the  world  as  it  is  at  this  time  ;  for  which 
reason,  as  you  have  employed  your  studies  in  astrono- 
my and  the  occult  sciences,  so  I,  my  mother  being  a 
Welch  woman,  dedicated  mine  to  genealogy,  pacti* 
cularly  that  of  our  own  family,  which,  for  its  antiquity 
and  number  may  challenge  any  in  Great  Britain* 
The  Staflfe  are  originally  of  Staffordshire,  which  took 
its  name  from  them  :  the  first  that  I  find  of  the  Stafis 
was  one  Jacobstaflla  famou*and  renowned  astronomer, 
who  by  Dorothy  his  wife  had  issue  seven  sons,  viz* 
Bicker^tafF,  Longstaff,  Wagstaff,  Quarterstafl^  White- 
stafi^  Falstaff,  and  Tipstaff.  He  also  had  a  youngec 
brother,  who  was  twice  married,  and  had  five,  sons^^ 
t^iz.  Distaff,  Pikestaff,  Mopstaff,.  Broomstaff^  and  Rag- 
gedstaff.  As  for  the  branch  from  whence  you  spring,. 
I  shall  say  very  little  of  it,  only  that  it  is  the  chief  of 
the  Staffi,  and  called  Bickerstafl^  quasi  Biggerstaff ; 
as  much  as  to  say,  the  Great  Stafl^.  or  Staff  of  Staifir;,. 
and  that  it  has  applied  itself  to.  astronomy  with  great 
success,  after  the  example  of  our  aforesaid  forefather. 
The  descendants  fromXongstaff,  the:  second  son,,  were 

No.  30.    This  is  an  ill-natured  allusion  to  a  passage  in  Steele's  Dedication 
of  Tatler,  vol.  i.  and  an  unfair  inference  from  it. 

*  Partridge,  after  coming  to  Kfe  a  second  time,  found  his  journey  to  «o> 
purpose,  and  therefore  took  up  a  very  wise  resolution  once  for  all,  to  die 
in  good  earnest.'  Exammer,  vol.  iiL  No.  17.  See  S^iraft's  *  Works,'  vol. 
iii.  p.  194 ;  vol.  vi.  p.  83.;  cr.  8vo.  1766.  Tat.  Nos.  1.  and  6.  and  notes; 
and  a  more  particular  account  of  Partridge,  printed  at  the  end  of  Tatler, 
vol.  iv. 
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a  rakish  disorderly  sort  of  people,  and  rambled  from . 
one  place  to  another,  until,  in  the  time  of  Harry  the 
second,  they  settled  in  Kent,  and  were  called  Long- 
tails,  from  the  long-tails  which  were  sent  them  as  a 
punishment  for  the  mmrder  of  Thomas  k  Becket,  as 
the  legends  say.     They  have  been  always  sought  after 
by  the  ladies  ;  but  whether  it  be  to  show  their  aver- 
sion  to  popery,  or  their  love  to  miracles,  I  cannot  say. 
The  Wagstaffs  are  a  merry  thoughtless  sort  of  peo- 
ple, who  have  always  been  opinionated  of  their  own  . 
wit ;  they  have  turned  themselves  mostly  to  poetry. 
This  is  the  most  numerous  branch  of  our  family,  and. 
the  poorest.     The  Quarterstaifs  are  most  of  them . 
prize-fighters  or  deer-stealers :   there  have,  been  so 
many  of  them  hanged  lately,  that  there  are  very  few 
of  that  branch  of  our  family  left.     The  Whitestaffs  ^ 
are  all  courtiers,  and  have  had  very  considerable 
places.  There  have  been  some  of  them  of  that  strength 
and  dexterity,  that  five  hundred  *  of  the  ablest  men  in . 
the  kingdom  have  often  tugged  in  vain  to  pull  a  Staff 
out  of  their  hands.  The  Falstaffs  are  strangely  given  to 
whoring  and  drinking :  there  are  abundance  of  them 
in  and  about  London.     And  one  thing  is  very  remark- 
able of  this  branch,  and  that  is,  there  are  just  as  many 
women  as  men  in  it.     There  was  a  wicked  stick  of 
wood  of  this  name  in  Harry  the  fourth's  time,  one 
sir  John  Falstaff.     As  for  Tipstaff,  the  youngest  son,  , 
he  was  an  honest  fellow-;  but  his  sons,  and  his  sons' 
sons,  have  all  of  them  been  the  veriest  rogues  living : 
it  is  this  unlucky  branch  that  has  stocked  the  nation 
with  that  swarm  of  lawyers,  attorneys,  Serjeants,  and 
bailiffs,  with  which  the  nation  is  overrun.     TipstafiJ 

*»  An  allusion  to  the  staff  that  is  carried,  as  an  ensign  of  his  office,  by  the  • 
first  lord  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  afterwards  humourously  compared  by 
Steele  to  *  an  emmet  distinguished  from  his  fellows  by  a  white  straw.* 

*  The  House  of  Commons. 
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being  a  seventh  son,  used  to  cure  the  king's  evil ;  but 
his  rascally  descendants  are  so  far  from  having  that 
healing  quality,  that  by  a  touch  upon  the  shoulder 
they  give  a  man  such  ai;i  ill  habit  of  body,  that  he 
can  never  come  abroad  afterwards.  This  is  all  I  know 
of  the  line  of  Jacobstaff :  his  younger  brother  Isaac- 
staff,  as  I  told  you  before,  had  five  sons,  and  was 
married  twice  ;  his  first  wife  was  a  Staff  (for  they  did 
not  stand  upon  false  heraldry  in  those  days),  by  whom 
he  had  one  son,  who,  in  process  of  time,  being  a 
schoolmaster  and  well  read  in  the  Greek,  called  him- 
self Distaff,  or  Twicestaff.  He  w^as  not  very  rich,  so 
he  put  his  children  out  to  trades ;  and  the  Distaffi 
have  ever  since  been  employed  in  the  woollen  and 
linen  manufactures,  except  myself,  who  am  a  gene- 
alogist. Pikestaff,  the  eldest  son  by  the  second  venter, 
was  a  man  of  business,  a  downright  plodding  fellow, 
and  withal  so  plain  that  he  became  a  proverb.  Most 
of  this  family  are  at  present  in  the  army.  Ragged- 
staff  was  an  unlucky  boy,  and  used  to  tear  his  clothes 
in  getting  birds'  nests,  and  was  always  playing  with  a 
tame  bear  his  father  kept.  Mopstaff  fell  in  love  with 
one  of  his  father's  maids,  and  used  to  help  her  to 
clean  the  house.  Broomstaff  was  a  chimney-sweeper. 
The  Mopstafis  and  Broomstaffs  are  naturally  as  civil 
people  as  ever  went  out  of  doors  ;  but,  alas  !  if  they 
once  get  into  ill  hands,  they  knock  down  all  before 
them.  Pilgrimstaff  ran  away  from  his  friends,  and 
went  a  strolling  about  the  country  :  and  Kpestaff  was 
a  wine-cooper.  These  two  were  the  unlawful  issue 
of  Longstaff. 

*N.B.  The  Canes,  the  Clubs,  the  Cudgels,  the 
Wands,  the  Devil  upon  two  Sticks  S  and  one  Bread^ 

^  An  allusion  ^to  the  'Diable  Boiteux'.  of  Le  Sjtge. 
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that  goes  by  the  name  of  Staff  of  Life^  are  none, of 
our  relations. 

*  I  am.  Dear  Cousin, 

*  Your  humble  servant, 

From  the  Herald's  ,  j\    Dt^tapf  ' 

Office,  May  l,  1709.  ^'  JJISTAFF. 

ST.  James's  COFFEE-HOUSE,  may  4. 

As  political  news  is  riot  the  principal  subject  ou 
which  we  treat,  w«  are  so  happy  as  to  have  no 
occasion  for  that  art  of  cookery  which  our  broths 
jaewsmongers  so  much  excel  in  j  as  appears  by  their 
excellent  and  inimitable  manner  of  dressiaag  up  a 
second  time  for  your  taste  the  same  dish  which  they 
■have  you  the  day  before,  in  <;ase  there  come  over  no 
jaew  pickles  from  Holland.  Therefore^  when  we 
have  nothing  to  say  to  you  from  courts  and  camps^ 
we  hope  still  to  give  you  somewhat  new  and  curious 
ftom  ourselves :  the  women  of  our  house,  upon  oc- 
casion, being  capable  of  carrying  on  the  business 
according  to  the  laudable  custom  of  the  wives  in 
Holland ;  but,  without  farther  preface,  take  what  we 
have  not  mentioned  in  our  former  relations. 

Letters  from  Hanover  of  the  SOth  of  the  last 
month  say,  that  the  prince  royal  of  Prussia  arrived 
there  on  the  15th,  and  left  thait  court  on  the  2d 
irf  this  month,  in  pursuit  of  his  journey  to  Flanders, 
where  he  makes  the  ensuing  campaign.  Those 
advices  add,  that  the  young  prince  Nassau,  here- 
ditary governor  of  Friesland,  consummated  on  the 
Sfith  of  the  last  montli  his  marriage  with  the  beau- 
teous princess  of  Hesse-Cassel,  with  a  pomp  and  mag- 
nificence  suitable  to  their  age  and  quality. 

Letters  from  Paris  say,  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
retired  to  Marly  on  the  1st  instant  N.S.  and  our 
last  advices  from  Spain  inform  us,  that  the  prince  of 
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Asturias  had  made  his  public  entry  into  Madrid  in 
great  splendour.  The  duke  of  Anjou  has  given  don 
Joseph  Hartado  de  Amaraga  the  government  of 
Terra  Firma  de  Veragua,  and  the  presidency  of  Pa- 
nama in  America.  They  add,  that  the  forces  com- 
manded by  the  marquis  de  Bay  have  been  reinforced 
by  six  battalions  of  Spanish  Walloon  guards.  Let- 
ters  from  Lisbon  advise,  that  the  army  of  the  king 
of  Portugal  was  at  Elvas  on  the  22d  of  the  last 
month,  and  would  decamp  on  the  24th,  in  order  to 
march  upon  the  enemy  who  lay  at  Badajos. 

Yesterday,  at  four  in  the  morning,  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  set  out  for  Margate,  and  em- 
barked for  Holland  at  eight  this  morning. 

Yesterday  also  sir  George  Thorold  was  declared 
alderman  of  Cordwainers  ward,  in  the  room  of  his 
brother  sii-  Charles  Thorold,  deceased. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 


* 


Any  ladies  who  have  any  particular  stories  of 
their  acquaintance,  which  they  are  willing  privately 
to  make  public,  may  send  them  by  the  penny-post 
to  Isaac  Bickersta£^  esq*  inclosed  to  Mr.  John  Mor- 
phew,  near  Stati<mers'-hall. 


t4-t  -^  gentlemen  of  the  ancient  and  noble  exercise  of  archery  arc 
invited  to  the  annua!  dinner  of  the  Clerkenwell  archers,  Mrs.  Mary  Bar- 
taa\  at  the  age  of  m  John  Oldcsstle,  [Cold  Bath  Fields,]  on  Friday,  Jtdy 
I89  1707,  at  one  o'clock,  and  to  pay  the  bearer,  Thomlis  Beaumcmt  Mar- 
flhali,  2i,  €d,  taking  a  sealed  ticket,  that  the  certain  number  may  be  known, 
and  fNTovision  made  accordingly.  Nath.  AxtaU,  esq.  and  Edward  Broom* 
wich,  gent  stewards.  Harl.  Cat.  5961, 4to.— ^agford's  Coll.  Br.  Museum. 
At  top  of  th^  adverttsemient  two  bowmen  archers  with  a  marii  in  the 
shield. 
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No.  12,     SATURDAY,  May  7,  1709>* 

Quicqpid  agurU  homineg'-' 

— nostri  est  farrago  Ubelli.  Juv,  Sat  i,  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P* 


MAY  5. 

When  a  man  has  engaged  to  keep  a  stage-coach,  he 
is  obliged,  whether  he  has  passengers  or  not,  to  set 
out :  thus  it  fares  with  us  weekly  historians ;  but  in- 
deed, for  my  particular,  I  hope,  I  shall  soon  have 
little  more  to  do  in  this  work  than  to  pubUsh  what  is 
sent  me  from  such  as  have  leisure  and  capacity  for 
giving  delight,  and  being  pleased  in  an  elegant 
manner.  The  present  grandeur  of  the  British  na- 
tion might  make  us  expect  that  we  should  rise  in  our 
public  diversions,  and  manner  of  enjoying  life,  in 
proportion  to  our  advancement  in  glory  and  power. 
Instead  of  that,  take  and  survey  this  town,  and  you 
will  find  rakes  and  debauchees  are  your  men  of  plea- 
sure ;  thoughtless  atheists  and  illiterate  drunkards  call 
themselves  free-thinkers ;  and  gamesters,  banterers, 
biters'",  swearers,  and  twenty  new-bom  insects  more, 
3j:e,  in  their  several  species,  the  modem  men  of  wit. 

*  STEELE*s.-^Periiap6  this  ipK^  was  written  by  Swift,  or  at  least  it  may 
be  one  of  those  which  he  gave  hints  for.— See  Spectator,  No.  504. 

™  The  species  of  folly  here  treated  of,  which  Rowe  made  the  subject  of 
a  farce  called  <  The  Biter,'  will  receive  some  illustration  from  the  following 
passage  in  Swift's  Letters :  *  I'll  teach  you  a  way  to  out-wit  Mrs.  John- 
son ;  it  is  a  new-fashioned  way  of  being  witty,  and  they  call  it  a  hUe.  You 
must  ask  a  bantering  question,  or  tell  some  damned  lie  in  a  serious  manner, 
then  she  will  answer,  or  speak  as  if  you  were  in  earnest,  and  then  ciy  you, 
^ Madam,  there's  a  lite**  I  would  not  have  you  undervalue  this,  for  it  is 
^he  constant  amusement  in  court,  and  every  where  else  among  the  great 
people;  and  I  let  you  know  it,  in  order  to  have  it  obtain  among  you,  an4 
ft?  teach  yoji  a  npw  reftnepient.'-<-Swift's  Works,  vol.  3ux.  p,  4, 
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Hence  it  is,  that  a  man,  who  has  been  out  of  town 
but  one  half  year,  has  lost  the  language,  and  must 
have  some  friend  to  stand  by  him,  and  keep  him  in 
countenance  for  talking  common  sense.  To-day  I 
saw  a  short  interlude  at  White's  of  this  nature,  which 
I  took  notes  of,  and  put  together  as  well  as  I  could 
in  a  public  place.  The  persons  of  the  drama  are 
Pip,  the  last  gentleman  tiiiat  has  been  made  so  at 
cards ;  Trimmer,  a  person  half  undone  at  them,  and 
who  is  now  between  a  cheat  and  a  gentleman ;  Acorn, 
an  honest  Englishman  of  good  plain  sense  and 
meaning ;  and  Mr.  Friendly,  a  reasonable  man  of 
the  town. 

white's  chocolate-house,  may  5. 
Enter  Pip,  Trimmer^  and  Acorn. 

Ac. — What  is  the  matter,  gentlemen  ?  what !  take 
no  notice  of  an  old  friend  ? 

Pip. — Pox  on  it !  do  not  talk  to  me,  I  am  vow- 
eled  by  the  count,  and  cursedly  out  of  humour. 

Ac. — Vowekd!  pr'jrthee.  Trimmer,  what  does  he 
mean  by  that  ? 

Trim. — Have  a  care,  Harry,  speak  softly ;  do  not 
show  your  ignorance  : — ^if  you  do,  they  will  bite  you 
wherever  they  meet  you,  they  are  such  cursed  curs — 
the  present  wits. 

Ac. — Bite  me  !  what  do  you  mean  ? 

Pip. — Why!  do  you  not  know  what  biting  is? 
nay,  you  are  in  the  right  on  it.  However,  one 
would  learn  it  only  to  defend  one's  self  against  men 
of  wit,  as  one  would  know  the  tricks  of  play  to  be 
secure  against  the  cheats.  But  do  not  you  hear. 
Acorn,  that  report,  that  some  potentates  of  the  al- 
liance have  taken  care  of  themselves  exclusively  of 
us? 

Ac. — ^^How  !  heaven  forbid  !  after  all  our  glorious 
factories ;  all  this  expense  pf  blood  and  treasure  ! 
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Pip. — Bite  ! 
Ac. — Bite!  how? 

Trim. — Nay,  he  has  bit  you  fairiy  enough  ;  that  is 
certain. 
Ac4 — ^PoK  ]  I  do  not  fed  it How  ?  where  ? 

ySxmmt  Pip  and  Trimnur  ktughmg, 

^e.— Ho !  Mr.  Fiieodly,  your  most  bunabte  ser- 
vant4  you  heard  what  passed  between  those  fine 
g^atlemen  «nA  me.  Pip  ccHnplatned  to  me,  that  he 
had  b6en  voweled  ;  and  they  tell  me  I  am  bit* 

Friend.'^^Yon  are  to  understand^  Sir,  that  simjdi- 
city  of  behaviour,  which  is  the  perfection  of  good 
breeding  and  good  sense,  is  utterly  lost  in  the  world ; 
and  in  the  room  of  it  there  are  started  a  thousand 
Httle  inventions,  which  men,  barren  of  better  things, 
take  up  in  the  place  of  it.  Thus  for  every  character 
in  conversation  that  used  to  please,  there  is  aii  im- 
postor put  upon  youi  Him  whom  we  flowed,  for- 
merly, for  a  certain  pleasant  subtilty,  and  natural 
way  of  giving  you  an  unexpected  hit,  caQed  a  Droll, 
is  now  mimicked  by  a  Biter,  who  is  a  dull  fellow 
that  tells  you  a  lie  with  a  grave  face,  and  laughs  at 
you  £oT  knowing  him  no  better  than  to  believe  him. 
Instead  of  that  sort  of  companion  who  could  rally 
you,  and  keep  his  countenance,  till  he  made  you 
fall  into  some  little  inconsistency  of  behaviour,  at 
which  you  yourself  could  laugh  with  him,  you  have 
the  sneca^er,  who  will  keep  you  company  from  morn- 
ing to  night,  to  gather  your  follies  <k  the  day,  which 
perhaps  you  coodmit  out  of  confidence,  in  him,  and 
expose  you  in  the  evening  to  all  the  sccnuers  in  town. 
For  your  man  of  sense  and  free  spirit,  whose  set  of 
thoughts  were  built  upon  learning,  reason,  and  expe- 
rience, you  have  now  an  impudent  creature  made  up 
of  vice  only,  who  supports  his  ignorance  by  his  cou- 
rage, and  want  of  learning  by  contempt  of  it. 
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Ac. — ^Dear  Sir,  held:  what  you  have  told  me 
already  of  this  change  m  ocmversation  ts  too  miserable 
to  be  heard  with  any  delight ;  but,  methinks,  as  these 
new  creatures  appear  in  the  worlcj,  it  might  give  an 
excellent  field  to  writeiss  &r  (the  fitage,  to  divert  as 
with  the  representation  of  them  there. 

Friend. — ^No,  no;  as  you  say,  there  might  be  some 
hopes  of  redress  of  these  grievasces,  if  tb^e  wiere 
proper  care  taken  of  the  theatre ;  but  the  history  of 
that  is  yet  more  lamentable,  than  that  of  the  decay 
of  conversation  I  gave  you. 

Ac. —  Pray,  Sir,  a  little.  I  have  not  been  in  town 
these  six  years,  till  within  this  fortnight. 

Friend. — It  is  now  some  years  since  several  revolu- 
tions in  the  gay  world  had  made  the  empire  of  the 
stage  subject  to  very  fatal  convulsions,  wliich  were 
too  dangerous  to  be  cured  by  the  skill  of  little  king 
Oberon",  wbq  then  sat  in  the  throne  of  it.  The 
laziness  of  this  prince  threw  him  upon  the  choice  of 
a  person  who  was  fit  to  spend  his  life  in  contentions, 
an  able  and  profound  attorney,  to  whom  he  mortgaged 
his  whole  empire.  This  Divito"  is  the  most  skilM 
of  all  politicians  :  he  has  a  perfect  art  in  being  unin- 
telligible in  discourse,  and  uncomeatable  in  business. 
But  he,  having  no  understanding  in  this  petite  way, 
brought  in  upon  us,  to  get  in  his  money,  ladder- 
dancers,  n^e-dancers,  jugglers,  and  mountebanks,  to 
strut  in  the  place  of  Shakspeare's  heroes  and  Jonson's 

^,  *  Mr.  Owen,  or  Mbc  Owen  Swiny,  was  bom  in  Ireland,  and  fonneriy 
a  aoanager  of  Dnuy4ane  theatre,  and  afterwards  of  the  Queen's  theatre  in 
the  Haymarket.  After  leaving  that  office;,  he  redded  in  Italy  several  years, 
and,  at  his  return,  procured  a  place  m  the  Custom-house,  and  was  keeper 
of  the  King's  Mews.  He  died  Oct.  2,  1754,  and  left  his  fortune  to  Mrs. 
WoffingtoB.  He  was  the  author  of  several  dramatic  fdeces.'  Biag.  Dram. 
See  Tat.  No.  4.  note,  and  Gibber's  '  Memoirs,'  pasitm. 

">  Ghiistofher  Eicb,  mentioned  aftierwards,  Tat.  4^.  44.  and  69.  See 
Cibber 's  Memoics,  pauim. 
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humorists.     When  the  seat  of  wit  was  thus  mortgaged 
without  equity  of  redemption,  an  architect '  arose, 

P  Sir  John  Vanbrugh^  an  excellent  dramatic  writer,  and  the  builder  of 
Blenheim-house.  He  was  a  descendant  from  an  ancient  family  in  Cheshire, 
•discovered  an  early  propensity  to  poetry  and  architecture,  and  soon  became 
eminent  in  both^  He  set  out  in  life  as  an  ensign  in  the  army ;  and  pos- 
sessed a  ready  wit  and  an  agreeable  elocution.  In  some  of  his  winter 
quarters  he  became  acquainted*  with  Sir  Thomas  Skipwith ;  who  being  a 
sharer  in  a  theatrical  patent,  though  little  concerned  in  the  conduct  of  it, 
joung  Vanbrugh  showed  him  the  outlines  of  two  plays :  and  sir  Thomas 
encoiuraged  him  to  finish  *  The  Relapse,'  which  being  acted  in  1697,  suc- 
ceeded beyond  their  warmest  expectations,  placed  Vanbrugh  in  a  high  de- 
gree of  reputation,  and  stimulated  him  to  -complete  his  *  Provoked  Wife ;' 
which  was  successfully  brought  out  at  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  in  1698.  In  the 
same  year  he  brought  out  his  comedy  of  *  JEsop,*  which  was  acted  at 
Drury-lane,  and  contains  much  general  satire  and  useful  morality.  *  The 
False  Friend,'  his  next  comedy,  came  out  in  1702.  During  the  rdgn  of 
queen  Anne,  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  enjoyed  for  some 
years  the  office  of  Clarencieux  king  at  arms.  By  king  George  I.  he  was 
appointed  siu-veyorof  the  works  at  Greenwich-ho^ital  in  August  1716; 
and  was  likewise  made  comptroller-general  of  his  majesty's  works,  and  sur- 
veyor of  the  gardens  and  waters.  On  a  visit  to  France,  his  curiosity  and 
natural  taste  exciting  him  to  take  a  survey  of  the  fortifications  in  that 
kingdom,  he  was  taken  notice  of  by  an  engineer,  secured  by  authority,  and 
carried  to  the  Bastile,  where  his  confinement  was  so  much  softened  by 
humanity,  that  he  amused  himself  by  drawing  rude  draughts  of  some 
comedies.  This  circumstance  raised  such  curioaty  at  Paris,  that  he  was 
visited  by  several  of  the  noblesse,  and  by  their  means  procured  his  liberty 
before  any  solicitation  for  it  came  from  England.  Sir  John  Vanbrugh  had 
interest  enough  to  raise  a  subscription  of  thirty  persons  of  quality,  at  100^. , 
each,  for  building  a  stately  theatre  in  the  Hay^market :  on  the  first  stone 
that  was  laid  of  this  theatre  was  inscribed  the  words  '  Little  \^ig,'  as  a 
compliment  to  a  celebrated  beauty,  the  toast  and  pride  of  that  party. 
The  house  being  finished  in  1706,  it  was  put  by  Betterton  and  his  associates 
under  the  management  of  Vanbrugh  and  Congreve,  in  hopes  of  retrieving 
their  desperate  fortunes ;  but  tiieir  expectations  were  too  sanguine.  The 
new  theatre  was  opened  with  a  translated  opera,  set  to  Italian  music,  called 
<  The  Triumph  of  Love,'  which  met  with  a  cold  reception.  *  The  Con- 
federacy' was  almost  immediately  after  produced  by  sir  John,  and  acted.with 
more  success  than  sO  licentious  a  performance  deserved,  though  less  than  it 
was  entitied  to  if  considered  merely  with  respect  to  its  dramatic  merit.  The 
prospects  of  the  theatre  being  unpromising,  Congreve  gave  up  his  share 
and  interest  wholly  to  Vanbrugh;  who,  being  now  become  sole  manager, 
was  under  a  necessity  of  exerting  himself.  Accordingly,  in  the  same  sea- 
son, he  gave  the  public  three  other  imitations  from  the  French  :  1. '  The 
Cuckold  in  Conceit ;'  2.  *  Squire  Treeloby ;'  and,  5.  *  The  Mistake.'  The 
spaciousness  of  the  dome  in  the  new  theatre,  by  preventing  the  actors 
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who  has  built  the  Muse  a  new  palace,  but  secured 
her  no  retinue ;  so  that,  instead  of  action  there,  we 
have  been  put  off  by  song  and  dance.  This  latter 
help  of  sound  has  also  begun  to  fail  for  want  of 
voices  ;  therefore  the  palace  has  since  been  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  surgeon,  who  cuts  any  foreign  fellow 

from  being  distinctly  heard,  was  an  inconvenience  not  to  be  surmounted ; 
and  an  union  of  the  two  companies  was  projected.  Sir  John,  tired  of  the 
business,  disposed  of  his  theatrical  concerns  to  Swiny,  who  governed  the 
stage  till  another  great  revolution  occurred.  Our  author's  last  comedy, 
*  The  Journey  to  London,'  which  was  left  imperfect,  was  finished  to  great 
advantage  by  Mr.  Gibber ;  who  takes  notice  in  the  prologue  of  sir  John*s 
virtuous  intention  in  composing  this  piece,  to  make  amends  for  scenes 
written  in  the  fire  of  youth.  Sensible  of  these  improprieties,  in  1725 
he  altered  an  exceptionable  scene  in  *  The  Provoked  Wife,'  by  putting 
into  the  mouth  of  a  woman  of  quality  what  before  had  been  spoken  by 
a  clergyman ;  a  change  which  removed  from  him  the  imputation  of  pro^ 
faneness.  He  died  of  a  quinsey,  at  his  house  at  Whitehall,  March  26, 1 726» 
and  left  behind  him  monuments  of  fame  which  can  never  perish  but  with 
taste  and  politeness.  See  more  of  him  in  Nichols's  '  Select  Collection  of 
Miscellany  Poems,'  vol.  iv.  p.  340. — ^The  real  person  alluded  to  in  the  above 
note  under  the  name  of  the  *  Little  Whig,'  was  lady  Sunderland,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  prologue  of  Dr.  Gardi,  at  the  opening  of  the  Queen's 
Theatre  in  the  Hay-market.  See  *  The  Muse's  Mercury'  for  Feb.  1707, 
4to.  p.  55, — See  a  curious  entertaining  account  of  sir  John  Vanbrugh,  in 
Walpole's  '  Anecdotes  of  Painting  in  England,'  vol.  iii.  p.  286.  et  seqq^^- 
This  pleasing  writer  gives  a  very  humorous  account  of  Sir  John's  buildings. 
'  He  wants  all  the  merit  of  his  writings  to  protect  him  from  the  censure 
due  to  his  designs.  What  Pope  said  of  his  comedies,  is  much  more  applicable 
to  his  buildings ; 

How  Van  wants  grace ! — 
Grace  !  he  wanted  eyes,  he  wanted  all  ideas  of  proportion,  convenience, 
and  propriety.  He  undertook  vast  designs,^  and  composed  heaps  of  little- 
ness. The  style  of  no  age,  no  country,"  appears  in  his  works ;  he  broke 
through  all  rule,  and  compensated  for  it  by  no  imagination.  He  seems  to 
have  hollowed  quarries  rather  than  to  have  bidlt  houses ;  and  should  his 
edifices,  as  they  seem  likely  to  do,  out-last  all  record,  what  architecture 
will  posterity  think  was  that  of  their  ancestors  ?  The  laughers,  his  con- 
temporaries, said,  that  having  been  confined  in  the  Bastile,  he  had  drawn 
his  notion  of  building  from  that  fortified  dungeon,'  &c.  &c.  The  ingenious, 
lively  writer  concludes  his  account  of  sir  John,  with  Dr.  Evans's  epitaph  on 
him,  in  his  character  of  architect : 

*  Lie  heavy  on  him,  earth,  for  he 
Laid  many  a  heavy  load  on  thee.' 
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into  an  euimcb%  an4  passes  him  upon  us  for  a  singeF 
of  Italy. 

Ac. — I  will  go  out  of  town  to-morrow. 

Friend. — Things^  are  come  ta  this  pass ;  and  yet 
the  world  will  not  understand,  that  the  theatre  has 
much  the  same  ^fi^ct  on  the  manners  of  the  age,  as 
the  bank  on  the  credit  of  the  nation.  Wit  and  spirit, 
humour  and  good  sense,  can  never  be  revived  but 
under  the  government  of  those  who  are  judges  of 
such  talents  ;  who  know,  that  whatever  is  put  up  in 
their  stead  is  but  a  short  and  trifling  expedient,,  to 
support  the  appearance  of  them  for  a  season.  It  is 
possible  a  peace  will  give  leisure  to  put  these  matters 
under  new  regulations;  but,  at  present,  all  the  assist- 
ance we  can  see  towards  our  recovery  is  as  for  from 
giving  us  help,  as  a  poultice  is  from  performing  what 
can  be  done  only  by  the  grand  elixir. 

will's  coffee-house,  may  6. 

AccaRDiNG  to  our  late  design  in  the  applauded  verses 
on  the  Morning ',  which  you  lately  had  from  hence, 
we  proceed  to  improve  that  just  intention^  and  pre- 
sent you  with  other  labours,  made  proper  to  the  place 
in  which  they  were  written  \  The  following  poem 
comes  from  Copenhagen,  and  is  as  fine  a  winter-piece 
►  as  we  have  ever  had  from  any  of  the  schools  of  the 
most  learned  painters*  Such  images  as  these  give  us  a 
new  pleasure  in  our  sight,  and  fix  upon  our  minds^ 

<l  John  James  Heidegger,  esq.  styled  here  surgeon,  in  allusion  to  the 
employment  assigned  to  him ;  he  had  at  that  time  the  direction  of  the 
operas,  as  he  had  afterwards  of  the  masquerades.  See  more  of  him  Tat. 
No.  18.  and  note. 

'  By  Swift.    See  Tat.  No.  9. 

•  *  Philips  writeth  verses  in  a  sledge  upon  the  frozen  sea,  and  transmits 
them  hither  to  thrive  in  our  warm  climate  under  the  shelter  of  my  lord 
Dorset.'  Swift's  Works,  vol.  xii.  p.  108.  Supplement  to  Swift,  vol.  iii. 
p.  179. 
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traces  of  reflection,  which  accompany  us  whenever 
the  like  objects  occur.  In  short,  excellent  poetry 
and  description  dwell  upon  us  so  agreeably,  that  all 
the  readers  of  them  are  made  to  think,  if  not  write, 
like  men  of  wit.  But  it  would  be  injury  to  detain 
you  longer  from  this  excellent  performance  \  which 
is  addressed  to  the  earl  of  Dorset  by  Mr.  Philips,  the 
author  of  several  choice  pOems  in  Mr.  Tonson's  new 
Miscellany". 

Copenhagen,  March  9,  1709. 

From  frozen  climes,  and  endless  tracts  of  snow. 
From  streams  that  northern  .winds  forbid  to  flow, 
What  present  shall  the  Muse  to  Dorset  bring, 
Or  how,  so  near  the  Pole,  attempt  to  sing  ? 
The  hoary  winter  here  conceals  from  sight 
All  pleasing  objects  that  to  verse  invite. 
The  hills  and  dales,  and  the  delightful  woods. 
The  flowVy  plains,  and  silver-streaming  floods, 
By  snow  disguis'd,  in  bright  confusion  lie, 
And  with  one  dazzling  waste  fatigue  the  eye. 

No  gentle  breathing  breeze  prepares  the  spring, 
No  birds  within  the  desart  region  sing. 
The  ships  unmoVd  the  boisterous  winds  defy. 
While  rattling  chariots  o'er  the  ocean  fly. 
The  vast  Leviathan  wants  room  to  play, 
And  spout  his  waters  in  the  face  of  day. 
The  starving  wolves  along  the  main  sea  prowl, 
And  to  the  moon  in  icy  valleys  howL 
For  many  a  shining  league  the  level  main 
Here  spreads  itself  into  a  glassy  plain  : 

<  Pope  always  excepted  this  poem  from  the  general  censure  he  passed 
upon  the  author's  writings ;  it  is  even  very  particularly  recommended  in 
his  Works»  vol.  vii.  p.  2.    Warburton's  edition,  small  8vo.  1751. 

u  The  sixth  and  last  volume  of  '  Dry^ien's  MisceUanies,'  mentioned  be- 
fore. Tat  No.  10.  A  principal  part  of  that  collection  has  since  been  in- 
terwoven among  the  productions  of  the  respective  authors  in  Dr.  Johnson's 
admirable  collection  of  the  '  Works  of  the  English  Poets.'  Whatever 
else  in  *  Dryden's  Miscellany*  was  worth  preserving,  has  been  transplanted 
by  Mr.  Nichols  into  his  *  Select  Collection  of  Miscellany  Poems/  in  eight 
volumes,  small  8vo. 
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There  solid  billows  of  enormous  size^ 
Alpsof  green  ice,  in  wild  disorder  rise* 

And  yet  but  lately  have  I  seen,  eVn  here^ 
The  winter  in  a  lovely  dress  appear. 
Ere  yet  the  clouds  let  fall  the  treasur'd  snow^ 
Or  winds  began  thro'  ha^sy  skies  to  hloW. 
At  evening  a  keen  eastern  breeze  arose, 
And  the  descending  rain  unsull/d  froze. 
Soon  as  the  silent  shades  of  night  withdrew. 
The  ruddy  morn  disclos'd  at  once  to  view 
The  face  of  nature  in  a  rich  disguise, 
And  brighten'd  eVry  object  to  i»y  eyes : 
For  every  shrubs  and  every  blade  of  grass. 
And  every  pointed  thorn,  seem'd  wrought  in  glassy 
In  pearls  and  rubies  rich  the  hawthorns  show. 
While  thro*  the  ice  the  crimson  berries  glow. 
The  thick-^sprung  reeds  the  watery  marshes  yield. 
Seem  polish'd  lances  in  a  hostile  field. 
The  stag  in  limpid  currents,  with  surprize. 
Sees  crystal  branches  on  his  forehead  rise. 
The  spreading  oak,  the  beech,  and  towering  pine, 
Glaz'd  over,  in  the  freezing  ether  shine. 
The  frighted  birds  the  rattling  branches  shun, 
That  wave  and  glitter  in  the  distant  sun. 

When,  if  a  sudden  gust  of  wind  arise. 
The  brittle  forest  into  atoms  flies ; 
The  crackling  wood  beneath  the  tempest  bends. 
And  in  a  spangled  shower  the  prospect  ends ; 
Or,  if  a  southern  gale  the  region  warm. 
And  by  degrees^unbind  the  wintery  charm. 
The  traveller  a  miry  country  sees, 
And  journeys  sad  beneath  the  dropping  trees. 

Like  some  deluded  peasant  Merlin  leads 
Thro'  fragrant  bowers,  and  thro'  delicious  meads  ;, 
While  here  enchanted  gardens  to  him  rise. 
And  airy  fabrics  there  attract  his  eyes, 
His  wandering  feet  the  magic  paths  pursue  ; 
And  while  he  thinks  the  fair  illusion  true, 
The  trackless  scenes  disperse  in  fluid  air,. 
And,  woods  and  wilds^  and  thorny  ways  appear  ; 
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A  tedious  road  the  weary  i^retch  returns, 
And,  as  he  goes,  the  transient  vision  mourns.. 

FBOM  MY  OWN  APAETMENT,  MAY  6. 

There  has  a  mail  this  day  arrived  from  Holland; 
but  the  matter  of  the  advices  importing  rather  what 
gives  lis  great  expectations,  than  any  positive  assu- 
rances, I  shall,  for  this  time,  decline  giving  you 
what  I  know ;  and  apply  the  following  verses  of  Mr. 
Dryden,  in  the  second  part  of  *  Almanzor,*  to  the 
present  circumstances  of  things,  without  discovering 
what  my  knowledge  in  astronomy  suggests  to  me : 

When  Empire  in  its  childhood  first  appears, 
A  watchful  fate  o'ersees  its  tender  years : 
Till,  grown  more  strong  it  thrusts  and  stretches  out, 
And  elbows  all  the  kingdoms  round  about. 
The  place  thus  made  for  its  first  breathing  free, 
It  moves  again  for  ease  and  luxury : 
Till,  swelling  by  degrees,  it  has  possest 
The  greater  space,  and  now  crowds  up  the  rest. 
When  from  behind  there  starts  some  petty  state  j. 
And  pushes  on  its  now  unwieldy  fate. 
Then  down  the  precipice  of  time  it  goes. 
And  sinks  in  minutes,  which  in  ages  rose. 

y  Query.   *  What  petty  state  is  that?  and  when  will  it  start  up?* 
Amibt.  on  the  TatleF,  part  i.  p.  40. 
Answer.  America,  in  1 783^    See  Kahn's  Travels,  &c. 


VOL.  I. 
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No.  13.    TUESDAY,  May  10,  1709-* 

Quicquid  agunt  hominei  — 

^-  nottri  est  farrago  ItbeJU.         3\jv,  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


rROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT^   HAY  8. 

Much  hurry  and  business  had  to-day  perplexed  me 
into  a  mood  too  thoughtful  for  going  into  company  j 
for  which  reason,  instead  of  the  tavero,  I  went  into 
Lincoln's  Inn  walks ;  and,  having  taken  a  round  or 
two,  I  sat  down,  according  to  the  allowed  ftadliarity 
of  these  places,  on  a  bench ;  at  the  other  end  of 
which  sat  a  venerable  gentleman,  who  speaking  with 
a  very  afiable  air,  *  Mr.  Bickerstaff,*  said  he,  *  I  take 
it  for  a  very  great  piece  of  good  fortune  that  you 
have  found  me  out.'  *  Sir,*  said  I,  *  I  faad^  never 
that  I  know  of,  the  honour  of  seeing  you  b^ore.' 
*  That,*  replied  he,  *  is  what  I  have  c^eb  kmented; 
but,  I  assure  you,  I  have  for  many  years  done  you 
good.offices,  without  being  observed  by  you ;  or  else, 
when  you  had  atiy  little  glimpse  of  my  being  con-  , 

cemed  in  an  affair,  you  have  fle4  from  me,  and 
shunned  me  like  an  enemy ;  hunt  however,  tiie  pBxt  I  | 

am  to  act  in  the  worlA  is  such,  that  I  atn  to  go  on  in  I 
doing  good,  though  I  meet  with  never  so  many  re-  [ 
pulses,  even  from  those  1  oblige.*  This,  thought  I,  I 
shows  a  great  good  nature,  but  little  judgment  in  the 
persons  upon  whom  he  confers  his  favours.  He  im- 
mediately took  notice  to  me,  that  he  observed  by  my 
countenance  I  thought  him  indiscreet  in  his  benefi- 
cence, and  proceeded  to  tell  me  his  quality  in  the 
following  manner :  *  I  know  thee,  Isaac  %  to  be  so 

*  Steele's.  *  Sec  Tat.  No.  7.  note;  and  No.  14. 
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Well  versed  in  the  occult  scieoces,  that  I  need  not 
much  preface,  or  make  ioog  preparaticms  to  gain 
your  feith  that  there  are  airy  beings,  who  are  em- 
ployed in  the  care  and  attendance  of  men,  as  nurses 
are  to  infants,  till  they  come  to  an  age  in  which 
they  can  act  of  themselves.     These  beings  are  usually 
called  amongst  men,   guardian   angels;    and,    Mr. 
BickerstafF,  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  am  to  be 
yours  for  some  time  to  come ;  it  being  our  wders  to 
vary  our  stations,  and  sometimes  to  have  one  patient 
under  our  protection,  and  sometimes  another,  with  a 
power  of  assuming  what  shape  we  please  to  ensnare 
our  wards  into  their  own  good*     I  have  of  late  been 
ttpon  such  h^d  duty,  and  know  you  have  so  much 
work  fw  me,  that  I  think  fit  to  appear  to  you  face  to 
face,  to  desire  you  will  give  me  as  little  occasion  for 
Vigiianoe  as  you  can/     *  Sir,'  said  I,  *  it  witi  be  a 
great  instruction  to  me  in  my  brfiaviour,  if  you  please 
to  give  me  some  aceount  of  your  late  employments, 
and  what  hardi^ips  or  satisfactions  you  have  had 
intern,  that  I  may  govern  myself  accordingly/     He 
answered,  *  To  give  you  an  example  of  the  drudgery 
we  go  through,   I  will  entertain  you  only  with  my 
three  last  stations :  I  was  on  the  first  of  April  last 
put  to  mortify  a  great  beauty,  with  whom  I  was  a 
week?  from  her  I  went  to  a  common  swearer,  and 
liafve  been  last  with  a  gamester.     When  I  first  came 
to  my  tady,  I  foujgtd  my  great  work  was  to  guard  well 
her  eyes  and  ^ars  5  but  her  flatterers  were  so  nume- 
rous, and  the  house,  after  the  modern  way,  so  full  rf 
looking  glasses,  that  I  seldom  had  her  safe  but  in 
her  sleep.     Whenever  we  went  abroad,  we  were  sur- 
rounded by  an  army  of  enemies  :  when  a  well  made 
man  appeared,  he  was  sure  to  have  a  side  glance  of 
observation :  if  a  disagree^le  felk>w»  he  h^d  a  full 
face,  out  of  mere  inclination  to  conquests.     But  at 

I  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


116  THE  TATLER.  No.  IS. 

the  close  of  the  evening,  on  the  sixth  of  the  last 
month,  my  ward  was  sitting  on  a  couch,  reading 
Ovid's  Epistles ;  and  as  she  came  to  this  line  of 
Helen  to  Paris, 

*  She  half  consents,  who  silently  denies^'; 

entered  Philander  %  who  is  the  most  skilful  of  all 
men  in  an  address  to  women.  .  He  is  arrived  at  the 
perfection  of  that  art  which  gains  them,  which  is, 
*  to  talk  like  a  very  miserable  man,  but  look  like  a 
very  happy  one/  I  saw  Dictinna  blush  at  his  en- 
trance, which  gave  me  the  alarm  j  but  he  imme- 
diately said  something  so  agreeably  on  her  being  at 
study,  and  the  novelty  of  finding  ajady  employed  in 
so  grave  a  manner,  that  he  on  a  sudden  became  very 
familiarly  a  man  of  no  consequence ;  and  in  an  in- 
stant laid  all  her  suspicions  of  his  skill  asleep,  as  he 
almost  had  done  mine,  till  I  observed  him  very 
dangerously  turn  his  discourse  upon  the  elegance  of 
her  dress  and  her  judgment  in  the  choice  of  that 
very  pretty  mourning.  Having  had  women  before 
imder  my  care,  I  trembled  at  the  apprehension  of  a 
man  of  sense  who  could  talk  upon  trifles,  and  resolved 
to  stick  to  my  post  with  all  the  circumspection  imagi- 
nable. In  short,  I  prepossessed  her  a^nst  all  he  could 
say  to  the  advantage  of  her  dress  and  person ;  but 
he  turned  again  the  discourse,  where  I  found  I  had 
no  power  over  her,  on  the  abusing  her  friends  and 
.acquaintance.  He  allowed  indeed  that  Flora  had  a 
little  beauty,  and  a  great  deal  of  wit ;  but  then  she 
was  so  ungainly  in  her  behaviour,  and  such  a  laugh- 
ing hoyden  !     Pastorella  *  had  with  him  the  allowance 

y  This  line  occurs  in  a  joint  translation  of  '  Helen's  Epistle  to  Paris,'  by 
the  Earl  of  Mulgrave^  and  Dryden,  in  the  edition  of  <  Ovid's  Epistles,  1 709.' 

*  Supposed  to  be  Lord  HaUfax.^See  Tatler,  No.  49.  note  on  Philander. 

•  Tatler,  No.  9. 
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df  being  blameless  :  but  what  was  that  towards  being 
praise-worthy  ?  To  be  6v\\y  innocent,  is  not  to  b^ 
virtuous  ^.  He  afterwards  spoke  so  much  against 
Mrs.  Dipple*s  forehead,  Mrs.  Prim's  mouth,  Mrs. 
Dentrifice's  teeth,  and  Mrs.  Fidget- s^  cheeks  that 
she  grew  downright  in  love  with  him :  for  it  is  always 
to  be  understood,  that  a  lady  takes  all  you  detract 
from  the  rest  of  her  sex  to  be  a  gift  to  her.  In  a 
word,  things  went  so  far,  that  I  was  dismissed,  and 
she  will  remember  that  evening  nine  months,  from 
the  sixth  of  April,  by  a  very  remarkable  token.  The 
next,  as  I  said,  I  went  to,  was  a  common  Swearer: 
never  was  creature  so  puzzled  as  myself,  when  I 
came  first  to  view  his  brain  :  half  of  it  was  worn  out, 
and  filled  up  with  mere  expletives,  that  had  nothing 
to  do  with  any  other  parts  of  the  texture  ;  therefore, 
when  he  called  for  his  cloaths  in  a  morning,  he  would 
cry,  *  John  ?  * — ^John  does  not  answer.  *  What  a 
plague !  nobody  there  ?  What  the  devil,  and  rot 
me,  John,  for  a  lazy  dog  as  you  are !  *  I  knew  no 
way  to  cure  him,  but  by  writing  down  all  he  said  one 
morning  as  he  was  dressing,  and  laying  it  before  him 
on  the  toilet  when  he  came  to  pick  his  teeth.     The 

^  SeeTatler,No.  10.  note, 

«  In  the  Ori^al  Letters  to  the  Tatler  and  Spectator,  printed  by  Charles 
Lillie,  there  is  a  ^  Table  of  the  titles  and  distinctions  of  women/  from 
"which  what  follows  is  extracted : 

.  '  Let  all  country-gentlewomen,  without  r^ard  to  more  or  less  fortune^ 
content  themselves  with  being  addressed  by  the  style  of  Mrs,  . 

*  Let  Madam  govern  independently  in  the  city,  &c. 

'  Let  no  woman  assume  the  title  of  Latfy,  without  adding  her  name,  to 
prove  her  right  to  it.  Titles  flowing  from  real  honour  support  themselves. 
Let  no  woman  after  the  known  age  of  21,  presume  to  admit  of  her  being 
called  Miss^  unless  she  can  fairly  prove  she  is  not  out  of  her  sampler.  Let 
every  common  maid-servant  be  plain  Jane^  Doll,  or  Sue,  and  let  the  better* 
bom  and  higher-placed  be  distinguished  by  Mrs.  Patience;  Mrs.  Prue,  or 
Mrs.  AbigalJ'  Original  Letters  to  Tatler  and  Spectator,  Vol.  I.  No.  86. 
p.  223,  8vo.  I'r25.  Jbidemy  Vol.  II.  No.  62.  p.  156.  See  Tatler,  No.  IIO. 
cote  on  C.  LiUicv 
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last  recital  I  g^ve  him  of  what  he  said  for  half  an 
hour  before  was^  *  What,  a  pdx  rot  me  I  where  is 
the  wash^ball  ?  call  the  chairmen !  damti  'em,  I  war- 
rant th^y  are  at  the  ale-house  already  1  zjounds,  and 
confound  them !  *     When  be  came  to  the  glass»  he 
takes  up  my  note — •  Ha !  this  fellow  is  worse  than  me ; 
what,  does  he  swear  with  pen  and  ink  ? '     But>  read^ 
ing  on,  he  found  them  to  be  his  own  words-     The 
stratagem  bad  so  good  an  effect  upon  him^  that  he 
grew  immediately  a  new  mafcp,  and  is  learning  to 
speak  without  an  oath,  which  makes  him  extremely 
short  in  his  phrases  :  for,  as  I  observed  before,  a  com** 
mon  swearer  has  a  brain  without  any  ide^  on  the 
swearing   side  j  therefore  my  ward  has  yet  mighty 
little  to  say,  and  is  forced  to  substitute  some  othef 
vehicle  of  nonsense  to  supply  the  defect  of  his  u6uai 
expletives.     When  I  left  him,  he  made  usie  of  *  Ods- 
bodikins !  Oh  me !   and  Jfever  stir  alive !  *   and  so 
forth  i  which  gave  me  hopes  of  his  recovery.     So  I 
went  to  the  next  I  told  you  of,  the  gamester*     When 
we  fit:$^  take  our  place  about  a  man,  the  receptacles 
of  the  pericranitm  are  immediately  searched*     In  his, 
I  found  no  one  Ordinary  trace  of  thinking )  but  strong 
passion,  violent  desires,  and  a  continued  series  of  differr 
ent  changes,  had  torn  it  to  pieces.   There  appeared  no 
pfiiddle  Condition  j  the  triumph  of  a  prince,  or  the 
misery  of  a  beggar,  were  his  alternate  states*     I  was 
with  him  no  longer  than  one  day,  which  was  yester- 
day.   In  the  morning  at  twelve  we  were  worth  foui^ 
thousand  pounds  j  at  three,  we  were  arrived  at  six 
thousand ;  half  an  hour  after,  we  wei*e  reduced  to 
one  thousand  J  at  four  of  the  clock,  we  were  down  to 
two  hundred  j  at  five,  to  fifty  {  at  six,  to  five  5  at 
seven,  to  one  guinea ;  the  next  bet,  to  nothing.     This 
morning  he  borrowed  half  a  crown  of  the  maid  who 
cleans  his  shoes  j  and  is  nqw  gaming  in  Lincpln's- 
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Ion  Fields  amoBg  th^  hoys  for  farthings  and  pranges, 
till  he  has  made  up  three  pieces,  and  then  he  re* 
turns  to  White's  into  the  best  eompaay  in  town«' 

Thus  ended  our  first  discourse  ;  and,  it  is  hcqied, 
you  will  forgive  me  that  I  have  picked  so  little  out  of 
my  companion  at  our  first  interview.  In  the  next, 
'tis  possible,  he  may  tell  me  more  pleasing  incidents ) 
for  though  he  is  a  familiar,  he  is  not  an  evil  spirit** 

ST.  JAM£8*S  COFFEE-HOUSE,  MAY  9. 

We  hear  from  the  Hague  of  the  fourteenth  instant 
N.S.  that  monsieur  de  Torcy  hath  had  frequent  com 
ferences  with  the  Grand  Pensioner,  and  the  other  mi- 
nisters who  were  heretofore  commissioned  to  treat  with 
monsieur  Rouille.  The  preliminaries  of  a  peace  are 
almost  settled,  and  the  proceedings  wait  only  for  the 
arrival  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  j  after  whose 
approbation  of  the  articles  proposed,  it  is  not  doubted 
but  the  methods  of  the  treaty  will  be  publicly  known. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  States  have  declared  an  abhor- 
rence of  taking  any  step  in  this  great  afl&ir,  but  in 
concert  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  other 
princes  of  the  alliance.  The  posture  of  affairs  in 
France  does  necessarily  oblige  that  nation  to  be  veiy 
much  in  earnest  irji  their  offers ;  and  monsieur  de 
Torcy  hath  professed  to  the  Grand  Pensioner  that 
he  \dll  avoid  all  occasions  of  giving  him  the  least 
jealousy  of  his  using  any  address  in  private  conversa- 
tions for  accomplishing  the  ends  of  his  embassy.  It 
is  said,  that  as  soon  as  the  preliminaries  are  a^ju^tedf 
that  minister  is  to  return  to  the  French  court.  The 
States  of  Holland  have  resolved  to  make  it  ari  in- 
struction to  all  their  men  of  war  and  privateers  to 
bring  into  their  ports  whatever  neutral  ships  they 
shall  meet  with,  laden  with  com  and  bound  for 

<»  Tatter,  No.  15. 
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France ;  and,  to  avoid  all  cause  of  complaint  from 
the  potentates  to  whom  these  ships  shall  belong,  their 
fiill  demand  for  their  freights  shall  be  paid  them 
there.  The  French  Protestants  residing  in  that 
comitry  have  applied  themselves  to  their  respective 
magistrates,  desiring  that  there  may  be  an  article  in 
the  treaty  of  peace  which  may  give  Uberty  of  con- 
science to  the  Protestants  in  France*  Monsieur 
Bosnage,  minister  of  the  Walloon  church  at  Rotter- 
dam, has  been  at  the  Hague,  and  hath  had  some  con- 
ferences with  the  deputies  of  the  States  on  that  sub- 
ject.  It  is  reported  there  that  all  the  French  refugees 
in  those  dominions  are  to  be  naturalized,  that  they 
may  enjoy  the  same  good  effects  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Hollanders  themselves,  in  respect  to  France. 

Letters  from  Paris  say,  the  people  conceive  great 
hopes  of  a  sudden  peace  from  monsieur  Torcy's  being 
employed  in  the  negociation,  he  being  a  minister 
of  too  great  weight  in  that  court,  to  be  sent  on  any 
employment  in  which  his  master  would  not  a^t  in  a 
manner  wherein  he  might  justly  promise  himself  suc- 
cess. The  French  advices  add,  that  there  is  an  in- 
surrection in  Poictou,  3000  men  having  taken  up 
arms,  and  beaten  the  troops  which  were  appointed  to 
disperse  them :  three  of  the  mutineers  being  taken, 
were  immediately  executed  j  and  as  many  of  the 
king's  party  were  used  after  the  same  manner. 

Our  late  act  of  naturalization  hath  had  so  great  an 
effect  in  foreign  parts,  that  some  princes  have  prohi- 
bited the  French  refugees  in  their  dominions  to  sell 
or  transfer  their  estates  to  any  other  of  their  subjects; 
and  at  the  same  time  have  granted  them  greater  im- 
munities than  they  hitherto  enjoyed  %  It  has  been 
also  thought  necessary  to  restrain  their  own  subjects 
from  leaving  their  native  country  on  pain  of  death. 

«  Tatter,  No.  14. 
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*#*  Newly  published,  «  The  Monthly  Amusement,  No.  1.  for  April 
1709,  containing  La  GUinilla,  the  Little  Gypsy,  a  novel,  written  by  Mt- 
guel  de  Servantes  Saavedra,  author  of  the  History  of  Don  Quixote,  and 
doHC  from  the  Spanish,  by  J.  Ozell.'    Price  1*. 

*  Le  Misantrope,  the  Man-hater,  a  comedy,  written  by  M.  de  Moliere,  is 
in  the  press  for  No.  II.  &c. 

In  a  few  days  will  be  published,  *  Annals  of  the  Universe;  containing  an 
account  of  the  most  memorable  actions,  &c.  in  the  world,  but  especially  in 
Europe,  from  1660,  where  Mr.  Whitlock  leaves  off,  to  1680,  in  two  de- 
cades. With  an  index  to  the  whole;  being  a  continuation  of  Mr.  Whit- 
lock's  Memorials. 

H.  Mills's  steel  springs  do  not  exceed  twenty  pounds  in  weight,  and  re- 
quire no  longer  perch  than  is  common,  so  as  to  render  the  draught  more 
difficult  to  the  horses;  they  may  be  fixed  to  coaches,  &c.  moveable  at 
pleasure,  in  half  an  hour  after  being  once  adjusted.— London  Gazette, 
June  20, 1708. 


No.  14.    THURSDAY,   May  12,  1709.* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines — 

— nostri  est  farrago  libeUu  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate*er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


PROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  MAY  10. 

Had  it  not  been  that  my  familiar  had  appeared  to 
me,  as  I  told  you  in  my  last,  in  person,  I  had  cer- 
tainly been  unable  to  have  found  even  words  without 
meaning,  to  keep  up  my  intelligence  with  the  town ; 
but  he  has  checked  me  severely  for  my  despondence, 
and  ordered  me  to  go  on  in  my  design  of  observing 
upon  things,  and  forbearing  persons ;  for,  said  he, 
the  age  you  live  in  is  such,  that  a  good  picture  of  any 
vice  or  virtue  will  infallibly  be  misrepresented  j  and 
though  none  will  take  the  kind  descriptions  you  make 
so  much  to  themselves,  as  to  wish  well  to  the  author, 
yet  all  will  resent  the  ill  characters  you  produce,  out 
of  fear  of  their  own  turn  in  the  licence  you  must  be 

*  Steele's. 
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obUged  to  take,  if  you  point  at  particular  persons. 
I  took  his  admonition  kindly,  and  immediately  pro«* 
raised  him  to  beg  pardon  of  the  author  of  the  '  Ad- 
vice to  the  Poets/  for  my  raillery  ^pon  his  work  j 
though  I  ^med  at  no  more  in  that  examination,  but 
to-  convince  him  and  all  men  of  genius,  of  the  folly 
of  laying  theai^selves  out  on  such  plans  as  are  below 
their  characters.  I  hope  too  it  was  done  without  ill 
breeding,  and  nothing  spoken  below  what  a  civilian 
(as  it  is  allowed  I  mO  may  utter  to  a  physician^  After 
this  preface,  ail  the  world  may  be  safe  from  my 
writings ;  for,  if  I  caij  find  nothing  to  commend,  I 
am  silent,  and  will  forbear  the  subject :  for,  though  I 
am  a  reformer,  I  scorn  to  be  an  inquisitor^. 

It  would  become  all  men,  as  well  as  me,  to  lay  be- 
fore them  the  noble  character  of  Verus  the  magis- 
state\  who  always  sat  in  triumph  over,  and  contempt 
of,  vice :  he  never  searched  after  it,  or  spared  it 
when  it  came  before  him  :  9t  the  same  time,  he  could 
see  through  the  hypocrisy  and  disguise  of  those  who 
have  no  pretence  to  virtue  themselves,  but  by  their 
severity  to  the  vicious.     This  same  Verus  was  *,  in 

'  Sir  Richard  Bbckmore.    TaUer*  Na  9..-^ee  also  Bwift's  Works,  toL 
xviii.  p.  17. 

8  SeeTatler,No.42.— Poluglossa.. 

^  Sir  John  Holt,  lord  chief  jutdce  in  the  rc%n  of  king  WiUiam  HI.  and 
for  some  years  after  that  kii^s  death. 

*  D'autres  pretendent  qu'il  s'agit  ici  de  my  lord  Cowper,  alors  Grande 
Chancelier  de  Royaume,  et  que  Thistoire  de  deux  Juges  k  paix  e$t  r^elle.*  « 
Balnllard. 

.  i  Daring  the  chief-justiceship  of  this  great  man,  an  alar&ing  riot  hap- 
pened in  Holborn,  of  which  the  practice  of  kidnapping  was  the  cause,  or 
the  occasion.  A  party  of  the  guards  was  ordered  from  Whitehall  to  quell 
the  iatunection ;  and  an  officer  despatched,  in  tbd  nean  while*  to  apprise 
Verus  of  the  measure^  and  to  desire  that  he  wdnld  send  some  of  his  people 
to  attend  and  countenance  the  soldiers.  '  Suppose,*  said  the  lord  chief 
jttsdce  Holt,  '  Suppose,  Sir,  the  populace  should  not  disperse  on  your  ap- 
pearance, or  at  your  comnnEnd  ?  '  Our  orders,  sny  lord,  are  to  fire  upon 
them.'  •  Then  mark.  Sir,  what  I  say :  if  there  should  be  a  man  killed  in 
consequence  of  such  orders,  and  you  are  tried  before  me  for  the  murder, 
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times  long  past,  chief  justice  (as  we  call  it  amongst  us) 
in  Felicia*'.  He  was  a  man  of  profound  knowledge  of 
the  laws  of  his  country,  and  as  just  an  observer  of 
them  in  his  own  p^son.  He  considered  justice  as  a 
cardinal  virtue,  not  as  a  trade  for  maintenance* 
Wherever  he  was  judge  he  never  forgot  that  he  was 
also  counsel.  The  criminal  before  him  was  always 
sure  he  stood  before  his  country,  and,  in  a  sort,  a 
parent  of  it.  The  prisoner  knew,  that  though  his 
spirit  was  broken  with  guilt  and  incapable  of  Ian* 
guage  to  defend  itself,  all  would  be  gathered  from 
him  which  could  conduce  to  his  safety ;  and  that  his 
judge  would  wrest  no  law  to  destroy  him,  nor  conceal 
any  that  could  save  him.  In  his  time  there  were  a 
nest  of  pretenders  to  justice,  who  happened  to  be 
employed  to  put  things  in  a  method  for  being  ex- 
amined before  him  at  his  usual  sessions:  these 
animals  were  to  Verus  as  monkeys  are  to  men,  so 
like,  that  you  can  hardly  disown  them  ;  but  so  base, 
that  you  are  ashamed  of  their  fraternity.  It  grew  a 
phrase,  *  Who  would  do  justice  on  the  justices  ?' 
That  certainly  would  Verus.  I  have  seen  an  old 
trial  where  he  sat  judge  on  two  of  them  j  one  was 
^called  Trick-track,  the  other  Tear-shift :  one  was  a 
learned  judge  of  sharpers  ;  the  other  the  quickest  of 
all  men  at  finding  out  a  wench.  Trick-track  never 
spared  a  pickpocket,  but  was  a  companion  to  cheats : 
Tear-shifl  would  make  compliments  to  wenches  of 

I  will  take  care  that  you,  and  every  soldier  in  your  party,  shall  be  hitnged. 
Return  to  those  who  sent  you»  and  tell  them,  that  no  officer  of  mine  shall 
accompany  soldiers ;  the  laws  of  this  kii^dom  are  not  to  be  executed  with 
the  sword*  This  belongs  to  the  civil  power,  and  soldiers  have  nothing  to 
do  here/  Then,  ordeiing  his  tipstaves  and  some  constables  to  attend  him, 
hfi  hastened  to  the  scene  of  tumult;  and  the  populace,  on  his  assurance 
that  justice  should  be  done  on  the  objects,  of  their  indignation,  instantly 
disp^^ed  in  a  peaceable  manner.— *See  Examiner,  vol.  iv.  No,  14. 
.^  Britain.— Tatler,  No.  4. 
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quality,  but  certainly  commit  poor  ones.  If  a  poor 
togue  wanted  a  lodging,  Trick-track  sent  him  to  gaol 
for  a  thief:  if  a  poor  whore  went  only  with  one 
thin  petticoat,  Tear-shift  would  imprison  her  for 
being  loose  in  her  dress.  These  patriots  infested  the 
days  of  Verus,  while  they  alternately  committed  and 
released  each  other's  prisoners.  But  Verus  regarded 
them  as  criminals,  and  always  looked  upon  men  as 
they  stood  in  the  eye  of  justice,  without  respecting 
whether  they  sat  on  the  bench  or  stood  at  the  bar* 

will's  COrFEE-HOUSE,  MAY  1 1". 

Yesterday  we  were  entertained  with  the  Tragedy  of 
The  Earl  of  Essex  ^ ;  in  which  there  is  not  one  good 
line,  and  yet  a  Play  which  was  never  seen  without 
drawing  tears  from  some  part  of  the  audience  :  a 
remarkable  instance  that  the  soul  is  not  to  be  moved 
by  words,  but  things ;  for  the  incidents  in  this  drama 
are  laid  together  so  happily,  that  the  spectator  makes 
the  play  for  himself,  by  the  force  which  the  cir- 
cumstance has  upon  his  imagination.  Thus,  in  spite 
of  the  most  dry  discourses,  and  expressions  almost 

1  By  John  Banks,  4to,  1685;  the  Prologue  and  the  Epilogue  by  Diyden. 
With  all  faults,  it  is  affecting ;  and  Jones,  Brooke,  and  Ral^h,  who  have 
since  written  on  the  same  story,  have  been  very  greatly  obliged  to  it.  They 
have  followed  not  only  Banks,  very  nearly,  in  his  plot  and  conduct,  but 
adopted  his  very  thoughts,  and,  in  many  places,  copied  whole  periods  from 
him.  Biog.  Dram. — ^There  are  three  French  plays  formed  on  this  story. 
1.  By  M.  Dc  la  Calprenede,  1632.  2.  By  Claude  Boyer,  1672.  3.  By 
Thomas  Comeille,  1678. 

The  younger  Comeille  was  charged  with  falsifying  the  story  of  £ssex,  by 
omitting  the  incident  of  the  ring ;  but  he  maintained  that  it  was  an  inven- 
tion of  Calprenede,  and  unsupported  by  the  testimony  of  any  historian. 
O.—  Comeille  was  mistaken  in  this,  for  the  circumstance  of  the  ring  is 
'  recorded  by  Francis  Osborne,  esq.  a  writer  of  tolerable  credit.— See  his 
*  Memorials  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,'  No.  23.  It  is  now  looked 
upon  as  good  as  authenticated.— See  Walpole's  Cat.  of  Noble  Authors, 
vol.  i.  p.  158. ;  compared  with  Biogr.  Brit.  p.  1675.    P. 

MS.  notes  on  Langbaine's  •  Account  of  English  Dramatic  Poets,*  p.  9. 
edit.  1691,  12mo. 
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ridiculous  with  respect  to  propriety,  it  is  impossible 
for  one  unprejudiced .  to  see  it,  untouched  with  pity. 
I  must  confess,  this  effect  is  not  wrought  on  such  as 
examine  why  they  are  pleased  ;  but  it  never  fails  to 
appear  on  those  who  are  not  too  learned  in  nature  to 
be  moved  by  her  first  suggestions.  It  is  certain,  the 
person  and  behaviour  of  Mr.  WUks  has  no  small  share 
in  conducing  to  the  popularity  of  the  play ;  and 
when  an  handsome  fellow  is  going  to  a  more  coarse 
eMt  than  beheading,  his  shape  and  countenance  make 
every  tender  one  reprieve  him  with  all  her  heart, 
without  waiting  until  she  hears  his  dying  words. 

This,  evening.  The  Alchymist  was  played  ".  This 
comedy  is  an  example  of  Ben*s  extensive  genius,  and 
penetration  into  the  passions  and  follies  of  mankind. 
The  scene  in  the  fourth  act,  where  all  the  cheated 
people  oppose  the  man  that  would  ojpen  their  eyes, 
has  something  in  it  so  inimitably  excellent,  that  it  is 
certainly  as  great  a  master-piece  as  has  ever  appeared 
by  any  hand.  The  author*s  great  address  in  showing 
covetousness  the  motive  of  the  actions  of  the  puritan, 
the  epicure,  the  gamester,  and  the  trader ;  and  that 
all  their  endeavours,  how  differently  soever  they  seem 
to  tend,  centre  only  in  that  one  point  of  gain  ;  shows 
he  had,  to  a  great  perfection,  that  discernment  of 
spirit  which  constitutes  a  genius  for  comedy. 

white's  chocolate-house,  may  n. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  how  far  the  violence  of  our 
desires  will  carry  us  towards  our  own  deceit  in  the 
pursuit  of  what  we  wish  for.  A  gentleman  here  this 
evening  was  giving  me  an  account  of  a  dumb  For- 

^  *  The  Alchymist*  was  first  acted  in  1610,  and  published  in  4to.  the  same 
year.  A  statute  for  restraining  the  folly  of  Alchymists,  5  Hen.  IV.  was 
repealed  a  few  years  before  this  by  the  interest  of  Mr.  Boyle.  See  Tat. 
No,  7.  note. 
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tuiie-teUet  \  t^ho  otttdees  Mr.  Partridgie,  myself,  or 
the  Unborn  Doctor  \  for  predictions ;  all  his  visitants 
come  to  him  full  of  expectations,  and  pay  his  own 
rate  for  the  interpi'etations  they  put  upon  his  shrugs 
and  nods.  There  is  a  fine  rich  city  widow  stole 
thither  the  other  day  (thou^  it  is  not  six  week» 
sintie  her  husband's  departure  from  her  company  to 
rest),  and  with  her  trusty  maid  demanded  of  him, 
whether  she  should  marry  agaiiaft  by  holding  up  two 
fingers,  like  horns  on  her  forehead.  The  wizard  held 
up  both  his  iiands  forked.  The  rdict  desired  to  knohiir, 
whether  he  meant,  by  his  holding  tip  both  hands,  to  re- 
present that  she  had  cme  huslKind  before,  and  thSEt  she 
should  have  another  ?  or  ttiat  he  intimated,  ^e  should 
have  two  more  ?  The  cunning  man  looked  a  little 
sour,  upon  which  Betty  jogged  her  mistress,  irho 
gave  t'other  guinea  $  and  he  made  her  understand^ 

^  DuBcaa  Cao^bell,  said  to  l»e  4oa£  bb4  dumb,  who  pmctiied  at  iki$ 
time  on  the  credulity -of  the  vulgar^  and  pretended  to  predict  fortunes  bjr 
the  second  sight,  dec.  Such  as  ore  curious  to  know  more  of  this  fellew 
may  ^oBwdt  the  folkywmg  bodu»  which  ve  &lkr  of  wooden  than  Kate»- 
ioLto^s  advertbements  or  exhibitions: 

1.  *  A  Spy  upon  the  Conjurer  ;  or  a  collection  of  stories  and  letters,  by 
way  of  memoirs  of  Mr.  D.  Campbel!,  demonstrating  the  astonishing  fore- 
Mght  of  that  wonderful  deaf  and  dumb  man.  Wntteo  by  a  lord  to  8  ladyy 
i^.  and  revised  by  Mrs.  £lizabeth  HaynKOod-^rLond.  1725/  8vo,  Printed 
for  W.  Ellis.    Price  3s.  6d. 

2.  *  Secret  Memoirs  of  the  late  Mr.  O.  Campbell,  fte.  written  by  himself, 
&c.  With  an  Appendix,  by  way  of  vindication  of  Mr.  D.  C.  against  that 
groundlesi  a^rsion  cast  om  Yam^tbMi  he  biU  pretended  to  be  deaf  and  dumb, 
&c.— Lond.  1732,*  8VO.    Printed  for  J.  Millan. 

Z.  *  Time's  Telescope,  universal  and  perpetual,  fitted  for  all  countries 
and  cifiacities.    (I  atoept  mg^  own.)    By  D.  Eampbell.    Loiid.l7ff4^'8v9. 

Mention  is  made  o(  another  life  «f  this  impostor  by  Ciirll,  in  gvo.  1720, 
probably  a  different  book  from  the  former,  though  it  may  be  equally  edify- 
ing.— Spect.  Nos.  474.  and  560. 

4.  *  The  Friendly  Demon,  or  the  Generous  Apparition,  a  narrative  of  a 
aaoraculous  cure  of  Di^  D.  CampheU,  by  a  familiar  9pvh  m  a  white  wrplice, 
&C.  1726. ;'  a  pamphlet. 

^  The  real  name  of  the  quack-doctor  and  man-midwile,  who  affected  to 
be  distinguished  as  <  unborn,'  was  Kirleus. — See  Tat.  No.  41.  and  note. 
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she  should  positively  have  two  more ;  but  shaked  his 
head,  and  hinted  that  they  should  not  live  long  with 
her.      The    widow  sighed,   and    gave  him    t'other 
half-guinea.     After  this  prepossession,  all  that  she  had 
next  to  do  was  to  make  sallies  to  our  end  of  the  town, 
and  find  out  who  it  is  her  fate  to  have.    There  are 
two  who  frequent  this  place,  whom  she  takes  for 
men  of  vogue,  and  of  whom  her  imagination  has 
given  her  the  choice.     They  are  both  the  appearances 
rf  fine  gentlemen,  to  such  as  do  not  know  when  they 
see  persons  of  that  turn ;  and,  indeed,  they  are  in- 
dustrious enough  to  come  at  that  character,  to  deserve 
the  reputation  of  being  such.     But  this  town  will  not 
allow  us  to  be  the  things  we  seem  to  aim  at,  and  are 
too  discaming  to  be  fobbed  oif  with  pretences.     Chie 
of  these  pretty  fellows  fails  by  his  laborious  exactness ; 
the  other,  by  his  as  much  studied  negligence.  Frank 
Careless,  as  soon  as  his  valet  has  helped  on  and  ad- 
justed his  cloaths,  goes  to  his  glass,  sets  his  wig  awry^ 
tumbles  his  cravat ;  and,  in  short,  undresses  himsdf 
to  go  into  company.     Will  Nice  is  so  little  satisfied 
with  his  dres^  that  all  the  time  he  is  at  a  visit,  he  is 
still  mending  it,  and  is  for  that  reason  the  more 
insufferable ;  for  he  who  studies  carelessness  has,  at 
least,  his  work  the  sooner  done  of  the  two.     The 
widow  is  distracted  whom  to  take  fi3r  her  first  man  ; 
for  Nice  is  every  way  so  careful,  that  she  fears  his 
length  of  days  ;  and  Frank  is  so  loose,  that  she  has 
apprehensions  for  her  own  health  with  him.     I  am 
puzzled  how  to  giye  a  just  idea  of  them  j  but  in  a 
word,  Careless  is  a  coxcomb,  and  Nice  a  fop  :  both, 
you   will  say,   very   hopeful   condidates   for  a  gay 
woman  ju9t  set  at  liberty.  But  there  is  a  whisper  her 
maid  will  give  her  to  Tom  Terror  the  gamester.  This 
fellow  has  undone  so  many  women,  that  he  will  cer- 
tainly succeed  if  he  is  introduced ;  for  nothing  so 
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much  prevails  with  the  vain  part  of  that  sex,  as  the 
glory  of  deceiving  them  who  have  deceived  others. 
Desunt  multa^. 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  may  1 1. 

Letters  from  Berlin,  bearing  date  May  the  11th 
N.  S.  inform  us,  that  the  birth-day  of  her  Prussian 
Majesty  has  been  celebrated  there  with  all  possible 
magnificence  j  and  the  king  made  her,  on  that  oc- 
casion, a  present  of  jewels  to  the  value  of  thirty 
thousand  crowns.  The  marquis  de  Quesne,  who  has 
distinguished  himself  by  his  great  zeal  for  the  Pro- 
testant interest,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  despatch  of 
these  letters,  at  that  court,  soliciting  the  king  to  take 
care,  that  an  article  in  behalf  of  the  Refugees,  ad- 
mitting their  return  to  France,  should  be  inserted  in 
the  treaty  of  peace.  They  write  from  Hanover,  of 
the  14th,  that  his  Electoral  Highness  had  received 
an  express  from  Count  Merci,  representing  how  ne- 
cessary it  was  to  the  common  cause,  that  he  would 
please  to  hasten  to  the  Rhine;  for  that  nothing 
but  his  presence  could  quicken  the  measures  towards 
bringing  the  imperial  army  into  the  field.  There  are 
very  many  speculations  upon  the  intended  interview 
of  the  king  of  Denmark  and  king  Augustus.  The 
latter  has  made  such  preparations  for  the  reception  of 
he  other,  that  it  is  said,  his  Danish  Majesty  will  be 
entertained  in  Saxony  with  much  more  elegance  than 
he  met  with  in  Italy  itself. 

Letters  from  the  Hague,  of  the  18th  instant  N.  S. 
say,  that  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough  landed 
the  night  before  at  the  Brill,  after  having  been  kept 
out  at  sea,  by  adverse  winds,  two  days  longer  than  is 
usual  in  that  passage.  His  excellency  the  lord  Town- 

I  P  The  sequel  and  conclusion  of  thb  historiette  has  not  come  to  the 

'  knowledge  of  the  editor. 
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shend,  her  Majesty's  embassador  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  to  the  States  General,  was  driven  into 
the  Veer  in  Zealand  on  Thursday  last,  from  whence 
he  came  to  the  Hague  within  few  hours  after  the 
arrival  of  his  Grace.  The  Duke,  soon  after  his  coming 
to  the  Hague,  had  a  visit  from  the  Pensioner  of 
Holland.  All  things  relating  to  the  peace  were  in 
suspense  till  this  interview:  nor  is  it  yet  known 
what  resolutions  will  be  taken  on  that  subject ;  for 
the  troops  of  the  allies  have  fresh  orders  despatched 
to  them,  to  move  from  their  respective  quarters,  and 
march  with  all  expedition  to  the  frontiers,  where  the 
enemy  are  making  their  utmost  efforts  for  the  defence 
of  their  country.  These  advices  farther  informs  us, 
that  the  marquis  de  Torcy  had  received  an  answer 
from  the  court  of  France  to  his  letters  whicTi  he  had 
sent  thither  by  an  express  on  the  Friday  before, 

*^*  Mr.  Bickerstaff  has  received  letters  from  Mr. 
Coltstaff,  Mr.  Whipstaff,  and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Wag- 
staff*^  ;  all  which  relate  chiefly  to  their  being  left  out 
in  the  genealogy  of  tJie  family  lately  published  5  but 
my  cousin  who  writ  that  draught,  being  a  clerk  in  the 
Herald's  Office,  and  being  at  present  under  the  dis- 
pleasure  of  the  Chapter ;  it  is  feared,  if  that  matter 
should  be  touched  upon  at  this  time,  the  young  gen-, 
tleman  would  lose  his  place  for  treason  against  the 
Kings  at  Arms. 

Castabella*s '  complaint  is  come  to  hand. 

q  Tatler,  No.  n,  'Tatler,  No.  16* 


VOL.  I. 
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No.  15.    SATURDAY,  May  14,  1709.* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines — 

— nostri  est  farrago  UbeUi.  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


r&OM  MY  OWN  APAKTHENTy  MAY  12, 

I  HAVE  taken  a  resolution  hereafter,  on  any  want  of 
intelligence,  to  carry  my  Familiar  abroad  with  me', 
who  has  promised  to  give  me  very  proper  and  just 
notices  of  persons  and  things,  to  make  up  the  his- 
tory of  the  passing  day.  He  is  wonderfully  skilful 
in  the  knowledge  of  men  and  manners,  which  has 
made  me  more  than  ordinarily  curious  to  know  how 
he  came  to  that  perfection,  and  I  communicated  to 
him  that  doubt.  *  Mr.  Pacolet,*  said  I,  *  I  am  mightily 
surprised  to  see  you  so  good  a  judge  of  our  nature 
and  circumstances,  since  you  are  a  mere  spirit,  and 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  bodily  part  of  us.*  He 
answered,  smiling,  *  You  are  mistaken  ;  I  have  been 
one  of  you,  and  lived  a  month  amongst  you,  which 
gives  me  an  exact  sense  of  your  condition.  You  are 
to  know,  that  all  who  enter  into  human  life,  have  a 
certain  date  or  stamen  given  to  their  being,  which 
they  only  who  die  of  age  may  be  said  to  have  arrived 
at ;  but  it  is  ordered  sometimes  by  fate,  that  such  as 
die  infants  are,  after  death,  to  attend  mankind  to  the 
end  of  that  stamen  of  being  in  themselves,  which  was 
broke  off  by  sickness  or  any  other  disaster.  These 
are  proper  guardians  to  men,  as  being  sensible  of  the 
infirmity  of  their  state.     You  are  philosopher  enough 

*  Steele's.  ■  Tatler,  No.  15. 
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to  know,  that  the  difference  of  men's  understandings 
proceeds  only  from  the  various  dispositions  of  their 
organs ;  so  that  he  who  dies  at  a  month  old  is  in  the 
next  life  as  knowing,  though  more  innocent,  as  they 
who  live  to  fifty ;  and  after  death,  they  have  as  perfect 
a  memory  and  judgment  of  all  that  passed  in  their 
life-time,  as  I  have  of  all  the  revolutions  in  that 
uneasy  turbulent  condition  of  yours ;  and  you  would 
say  I  had  enough  of  it  in  a  month,  were  I  to  tell  you 
all  my  misfortunes/  *  A  life  of  a  month  cannot 
have,  one  would  think,  much  variety.  But  pray,* 
said  I,  *  let  us  have  your  story/ 

Then  he  proceeds  in  the  following  manner  : 
*  It  was  one  of  the  most  wealthy  families  in  Great 
Britain  into  which  I  was  born,  and  it  was  a  very 
great  happiness  to  me  that  it  so  happened,  otherwise 
I  had  still,  in  all  probability,  been  living  :  but  I  shall 
recount  to  you  all  the  occurrences  of  my  short  and 
miserable  existence,  just  as,  by  examining  into  the 
traces  made  in  my  brain,  they  appeared  to  me  at  that 
time.     The  first  thing  that  ever  struck  my  senses 
was  a  noise  over  my  head  of  one  shrieking ;  after 
which,  methought,  I  took  a  full  jump,  and  found 
myself  in  the  hands  of  a  sorceress,  who  seemed  as  if 
she  had  been  long  waking,  and  employed  in  some  in- 
cantation: 1  was  thoroughly  frightened,  and  cried 
out ;  but  she  immediately  seemed  to  go  on  in  some 
magical  operation,  and  anointed  me  from  head  to 
foot.     What  they  meant,  I  could  not  imagine  :  for 
there  gathered  a  great  crowd  about  me,  crying,  *  An 
heir  !  an  heir  !*  upon  which  I  grew  a  little  still,  and 
believed  this  was  a  ceremony  to  be  used  only  to 
great  persons,  and  such  as  made  them,  what  they 
called  heirs.     I  lay  very  quiet ;  but  the  witch,  for  no 
manner  of  reason  or  provocation  in  the  world,  takes 
me,:  amd  binds  my  head  as  hard  as  possibly  she  could  ^ 
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then  ties  up  both  my  legs,  and  makes  me  swallow 
down  an  horrid  mixture.  I  thought  it  an  harsh  en- 
trance into  life,  to  begin  with  taking  physic  ;  but  I 
was  forced  to  it,  or  else  must  have  taken  down  a 
great  instrument  in  which  she  gave  it  me.  When  I 
was  thus  dressed,  I  was  carried  to  a  bed-side,  where 
a  fine  young  lady  (my  mother  I  wot)  had  like  to  have 
hugged  me  to  death.  From  her,  they  faced  me 
about,  and  there  was  a  thing  with  quite  another  look 
from  the  rest  of  the  company,  to  whom  they  talked 
about  my  nose.  He  seemed  wonderfully  pleased  to 
see  me,  but  I  knew  since  my  nose  belonged  to  another 
family.  That  into  which  I  was  bom  is  one  of  the 
most  numerous  among  you,  therefore  crowds  of  rela- 
tions came  every  day  to  congratulate  my  arrival; 
among  others,  my  cousin  Betty,  the  greatest  romp 
in  nature :  she  whisks  me  such  a  height  over  her 
head,  that  I  cried  out  for  fear  of  falling.  She  pinched 
me,  and  called  me  squealing  chitj  and  threw  me  into 
a  girl's  arms  that  was  taken  in  to  tend  me.  The  girl 
was  very  proud  of  the  womanly  employment  of  a 
nurse,  and  took  upon  her  to  strip  and  dress  me  a- 
new,  because  I  made  a  noise,  to  see  what  ailed  me  : 
she  did  so,  and  stuck  a  pin  in  every  joint  about  me. 
I  still  cried  :  upon  which,  she  lays  me  on  my  face  in 
her  lap,  and  to  quiet  me,  fell  a-nailing  in  all  the  pins, 
by  clapping  me  on  the  back,  and  screaming  a  lullaby. 
But  my  pain  made  me  exalt  my  voice  above  her*s, 
which  brought  up  the  nursQ,  the  witch  I  first  saw, 
and  my  grandmother.  The  girl  is  turned  down 
stairs,  and  I  stripped  again,  as  well  to  find  what  ailed 
me,  as  to  satisfy  my  granam*s  farther  curiosity.  This 
good  old  woman's  visit  was  the  cause  of  all  my  trou- 
bles. You  are  to  understand,  that  I  was  hitherto 
bred  by  hand,  and  any  body  that  stood  next  gave  me 
pap  if  I  did   but  open  my  lips  j  insomuch,  that  I 
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was  grown  so  cunning  as  to  pretend  myself  asleep 
when  I  was  not,  to  prevent  my  being  crammed.  But 
my  grandmother  began  a  loud  lecture  upon  the  idle- 
ness of  the  wives  of  this  age,  who,  for  fear  of  their 
shapes,  forbear  suckling  their  own  offspring :  and  ten 
nurses  were  immediately  sent  for ;  one  was  whispered 
to  have  a  wanton  eye,  and  would  soon  spoil  her  milk ; 
another  was  in  a  consumption  ;  the  third  had  an  ill 
voice,  and  would  frighten  me  instead  of  lulling  me 
to  sleep.  Such  exceptions  were  made  against  all  but 
one  country  milch-wench,  to  whom  I  was  committed, 
and  put  to  the  breast.  This  careless  jade  was  eter- 
nally romping  with  the  footman,  and  downright 
starved  me  j  insomuch  that  I  daily  pined  away,  and 
should  never  have  been  relieved  had-  it  not  been  that, 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  my  life,  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society,  who  had  writ  upon  Cold  'Baths,  came  to 
visit  me,  and  solemnly  protested  I  was  utterly  lost 
for  want  of  that  method':  upon  which  he  soused  me 
head  and  ears  into,  a  pail  of  water,  where  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  be  drowned,  and  so  escaped  being 
lashed  into  a  linguist  till  sixteen,  running  after 
wenches  till  twenty-five,  and  being  married  to  an 
ill-natured  wife  till  sixty ;  which  had  certainly  been 
my  fate,  had  not  the  enchantment  between  body  and 
soul  been  broken  by  this  philosopher.  Thus,  till  the 
age  I  should  have  otherwise  lived,  I  am  obliged  to 

*  The  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  here  alluded  to,  was  probably  sir 
John  Floyer,  knt.  M.D.  who  published,  *  An  Inquiry  into  the  right  use 
and  abuses  of  the  Hot,  Cold,  and  Temperate  Baths  in  England,'  &c.  in  the 
year  1697,  which  might  probably  be  about  the  time  when  Pacolet  was  hap- 
pily dismissed  from  this  troublesome  world.  This  gentleman  was  a  physi- 
cian at  Litchfield,  the  author  of  several  books,  and  contributed  to  the 
re-establishment  of  the  use  of  cold  baths  which  was  not  unknown  to  the 
Romans,  as  appears  from  a  note  of  Mr.  Baxter  on  Horace,  Epist.  lib;  i. 
ep.  XV.  With  this  boasted  remedy  for  almost  all  diseases,  it  has  fared,  fts 
with  all  other  cathohcons,  some  have  been  cured,  and  others  have  been 
made  worse  by  it. 
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watch  the  steps  of  men ;  and,,  if  you  please,  shall 
accompany  you  in  your  present  walks,  and  get  you 
intelligence  from  the  aerial  lacquey,  who  is  in  wait- 
ing, what  are  the  thoughts  and  purposes  of  any  whom 
youinquire  for.* 

I  accepted  his  kind  offer,  and  immediately  took 
him  with  me  in  a  hack  to  White's. 

white's  CH00OLATB-HOU8E,  MAY  13. 

We  got  in  hither,  and  my  companion  threw  a  powder* 
round  us,  that  made  me  as  invisible  as  himself;  so 
that  we  could  see  and  hear  all  others,  ourselves  un- 
seen and  unheard. 

The  first  thing  we  took  notice  of  was  a  nobleman 
of  a  goodly  and  frank   aspect,  with   his  generous 
birth  and  temper  visible  in  it,  playing  at  cards  with  a 
creature  of  a  black  and  horrid  countenance,  wherein 
were  plainly  delineated  the  arts  of  his  mind,  cozen- 
age and  falsehood.     They  were  marking  their  game 
with  counters,  on  which  we  could  see  inscriptions, 
imperceptible  to  any  but  us.     My  lord  had  scored 
with  pieces  of  ivory,  on  which  were  writ  *  Good 
Fame,    Glory,    Riches,    Honour,    and    Posterity.* 
TRie  spectre  over-against  him  had  on  his  counters 
the  inscriptions  of  *  Dishonour,  Impudence,  Poverty, 
Ignorance,  and  want  of  Shame,  ".*     *  Bless  me  !*  said 
I ;  *  sure,  my  lord  does  not  see  what  he  plays  for?* 
*  As  well  as  I  do,'  says  Pacolet.     *  He  despises  that 
fellow  he  plays  with,  and  scorns  himself  for  making 
him  his  companion/    At  the  very  instant  he  was 
speaking,  I  saw  the  fellow,  who  played  with  my  lord, 
hide  two  cards  in  the  roll  of  his  stocking :  Pacolet 

^  The  critic  on  the  Tatl^  animadverts  severely  upon  this,  as  he  does  en 
mawy  other  passages.  He  cannot  see  any  probability  in  my  lord's  flaying 
for  Di^onour,  Impudence,  Poverty,  Ignorance,  and  want  of  Shame;  nos 
fiod  out  the  ds^rence  between  Impudence  and  Want  of  Shame.-^Anno* 
Rations  on  the  Tatler,  part  i.  p.  48, 
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immediately  stole  them  from  thence,  upon  which 
the  nobleman  soon  after  won  the  game.  The  little 
triumph  he  appeared  in,  when  he  got  such  a  trifling 
stock  of  ready  money,  though  he  had  vehtuf  ed  so 
great  sums  with  indifference,  increased  my  admira- 
tion. But  Pacolet  began  to  talk  to  me.  *  Mr.  Isstac, 
this  to  you  looks  wonderful,  but  not  at  all  to  us 
higher  beings:  that  nobleman  has  as  many  good 
qualities  as  any  man  of  his  order,  and  seems  to  have 
no  faults  but  what,  as  I  may  say,  are  excrescences 
from  vii'tues.  He  is  generous  to  a  prodigality,  more 
affable  than  is  consistent  with  his  quality,  and  cou- 
rageous to  a  rashness.  Yet,  after  all  this,  the  source 
of  his  whole  conduct  is  (though  he  wotild  hate  him- 
self if  he  knew  it)  mere  avarice.  The  ready  cash 
laid  before  the  gamester^s  counters  makes  him  ven- 
ture, as  you  see,  and  lay  distinction  against  infamy, 
abundance  against  want ;  in  d  word,  all  that  is  de- 
sirable against  all  that  is  to  be  avoided.  However, 
said  I,  be  sure  you  disappoint  the  sharpers  to-night, 
and  steal  from  them  all  the  cards  they  hide.  Pacolet 
obeyed  me,  and  my  lord  went  home  with  their  whole 
bank  in  his  pocket.* 

will's  coffee-house,  may  13. 

To-night  was  acted  a  second  time  a  comedy,  called, 
*  The  Busy  Body : '  this  play  is  written  by  a  lady  *. 

«  By  Mrs.  Susannah  Centlivre,  1709,  4to. — See  Tatler,  No.  19.  and 
Biog.  Dram.  art.  Centlivre.  Steele  suggests  here  a  reason  for  his  making 
no  remarks  upon  this  play.  The  authoress  possessed  besides  no  inconsi- 
derable share  of  beauty,  and  was  of  his  own  party,  for  she  maintained  a 
strict  attachment  to  whig  principles  even  in  the  most  dangerous  times,  and 
a  zealous  regard  for  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover.  This  play,  although 
decried  bdbre  its  appearance,  although  Mr.  Wilks  refused  for  some  timie  to 
act  in  it,  and  al^ongh  the  audience  came  prejndic^d  against  it,  rouzed 
attention  in  despite  of  prejudice,  an3  forced  a  run  of  thirteen  nights.  U^ 
supra, 

Isaac  Bickersta^  esq.  had  promised  a  prolo^e'  t6  *  The  Buby  BdcTyr ' 
before  i$  was*  to  be  irst  played,^  as  appears  by  a  po^ical  epistle  of  IVfrs. 
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In  old  times,  we  used  to  sit  upon  a  play  here  after  it  was 
acted ;  but  now  the  entertainment  is  turned  another 
way ;  not  but  there  are  considerable  men  appear  in 
all  ages,  who,  for  some  eminent  quality  or  invention, 
deserve  the  esteem  and  thanks  of  the  public.  Such 
a  benefactor  is  a  gentleman  of  this  house,  who  is  ob- 
served by  the  surgeons  with  piuch  envy:  and  is 
ranked  among,  and  received  by  the  modern  wits,  ss 
a  great  promoter  of  gallantry  and  pleasure.  But,  I 
fear,  pleasure  is  less  understood  in  this  age,  which  so 
much  pretends  to  it,  than  in  any  since  the  creation. 
It  was  admirably  said  of  him,  who  first .  took  notice, 
that  (Res  est  sever  a  voluptas)  *  there  is  a  certain  seve- 
rity in  pleasure  ^.'  Without  that,  all  decency  is  ba- 
nished ;  and  if  reason  is  not  to  be  present  at  our 
greatest  satisfactions,  of  all  the  races  of  creatures,  the 
human  is  the  most  miserable.  It  was  not  so  of  old ; 
when  Virgil  describes  a  wit  *,  he  always  means  a  vir- 
tuous man ;  and  all  his  sentiments  of  men  of  genius, 
are  such  as  show  persons  distinguished  from  the  com- 
mon  level  of  mankind ;  such  as  placed  happiness  in 
the  contempt  of  low  fears  and  mean  gratifications : 
fears  which  we  are  subject  to  with  the  vulgar ;  and 
pleasures  which  we  have  in  common  with  beasts. 
With  these  illustrious  personages,  the  wisest  man  was 
the  greatest  wit ;  and  none  was  thought  worthy  of 
that  character,  unless  he  answered  this  excellent  de- 
scription of  the  poet : 

Qui —  metus  omnes  et  inexorabilefatum 
Subjecit  pedibus,  strepitumqtie  Acherontis  avaru 

ViRG'.  Georg.  ii.  492. 

Centlivre,  claiming  the  perfonnance  of  such  a  promise,  printed  by  Charles 
Lillie.  Ori^al  Letters  to  Tader  and  Spectator,  vol.  ii.  No.  13.  p.  34.  ed. 
8vo.  1725. 

y  The  true  relish  of  pleasure  pre-supposes  self-command. 
'  »  Sec  Tatler,  No.  6.  note. 

*  Virgil  seems  to  speak  here  as  an  Epicurean,  and  might  probably  allude 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No- 16.  THE  TATLER.  1S7 

Happy  the  man, — 

His  mind  possessing  in  a  quiet  state, 

Fearless  of  fortune,  and  resigned  to  fate.        Dryden. 

ST.  jameb'b  coffes-houbb,  may  19. 

We  had  this  morning  advice,  that  some  English  mer- 
chant ships,  convoyed  by  the  Bristol  of  fifty-four 
guns,  were  met  with  by  a  part  of  monsieur  du  Gui 
Grouin*s  squadron,  who  engaged  the  convoy.  That 
ship  defended  itself  till  the  English  merchants  got 
clear  of  the  enemy ;  but,  being  disabled,  was  herself 
taken.  Within  few  hours  after,  my  lord  Dursley^ 
came  up  with  part  of  his  squadron,  and,  engaging  the 
French,  retook  the  Bristol  (which,  being  very  much 
shattered,  sunk) ;  and  took  the  Glorieux,  a  ship  of 
forty-four  guns,  as  also  a  privateer  of  fourteen. 
Before  this  action,  his  lordship  had  taken  two  French 
merchant-men,  and  had,  at  the  despatch  of  these 
advices,  brought  the  whole  safe  into  Plymouth. 


No. '16.    TUESDAY,  May  17,  1709.* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines  — 

— nostri  est  farrago  UbdU, 

Juv.  Sat.  i.  85y  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  drgam. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


white's  chocolate-house,  hay  15. 

Sir  Thomas  %  of  this  house,  has  showed  me  some 
letters  from  the  Bath,  which  give  accounts  of  what 

*  Steele's. 
to  some  lines  in  Lucretius,  lib.  iii.  37-;-and  995.    It  is  only  by  Christianity 
that  men  can  be  trained  to  that  elevation  of  soul,  which  the  doctrine  of 
Epicurus,  &c.  aimed  at  in  vain. — ^French  Tatler. 

^  James  viscount  Dursley,  who  was  in  consequence  raised  to  the  rank  of 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue  in  November  1709;  and,  in  the  beginning  of 
October  1710,  succeeded  his  father  in  the  title  of  earl  of  Berkeley. 

c  The  nick-name  of  a  waiter  at  White's,  Tatler,  Nos.  26.  and  36.— 
Spectator,  No.  49. 
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passes  among  the  good  company  of  that  place ;  and 
allowed  me  to  transcribe  one  of  them,  that  seems  to 
be  writ  by  some  of  Sir  Thomas's  particular  acquaint- 
ance^  and  is  as  follows : 

*  DEAR  KNIQHT, 

*  I  BEsiRS  you  would  give  my  humble  ser- 
vice  to  all  our  friends,  which  I  speak  of  to  you  (out 
of  method)  in  the  very  beginning  of  my  epistle,  lest 
the  present  disorders,  by  which  this  seat  of  gallantry 
and  pleasure  is  torn  to  pieces,  should  make  me  for* 
get  it*    You  keep  so  good  company,  that  you  know 
Bath  is  stocked  with  such  as  come  hither  to  be  re- 
lieved from  luxuriant  health,  or  imaginary  sickness  j 
and  consequently  is  always  as  well  stowed  with  gal- 
lants, as  invalids,  who  live  together  in  a  very  good 
understanding.     Bat  the  season  is  so  early,  that  our 
fine  company  is  not  yet  arrived ;  and  the  watrm  bath^ 
which  in  heathen  times  was  dedicated  to  Venus,  is 
now  used  only  by  such  as  really  want  it  for  health's 
sake.     There  are,  however,  a  good  many  strangers, 
among  whom  are  two  ambitious  ladies,  who,  being 
both  in  the  autumn  of  their  life,  take  the  opportunity 
of  placing  themselves  at  the  head  of  such  as  we  are, 
before  the  Chloe^s,  Clarissa*s,  and  Pastorella's  come  / 
down.     One  of  these  two  is  excessively  in  pain,  that 
the  ugly  being,  called  Time,  will  make  wrinkles  in 
spite  of  the  lead  forehead  cloth  •* ;  and  therefore  hides, 
with  the  gaiety  of  her  air,  the  volubility  of  her  tongue, 
and  quickness  of  her  motion,  the  injuries  which  it 
has  done  her.     The  other  lady  is  but  two  years  behind 
her  in  life,  and  dreads  as  much  being  laid  aside  as 
the  former  :  and  consequently  has  taken  the  neces- 
sary preeautioff»  to  prevent  her  reign  aver  lus^     But 
she  is  very  discreet,  and  wonderfiilPy  turned  for  am- 

^  To  which  the  black-lead  comb  and  powder  of  eviftiy  colour  in' the  rain- 
bow have  since  been  the  succedanea. 
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bition,  being  never  apparently  transported  either  with 
affection  or  malice.  Thus,  while  Florimel  is  talking 
in  public,  and  spreading  her  graces  in  assemblies,  to 
gain  a  popular  dominion  over  our  diversions,  Pru- 
dentia  visits  very  cunningly  all  the  lame,  the  sple- 
netic, and  the  superannuated,  who  have  their  distinct 
classes  of  followers  and  friends.  Among  these  she 
has  found,  that  somebody  has  sent  down  printed  cer- 
tificates  of  Florimel's  age,  which  she  has  read  and 
distributed  to  this  unjoyful  set  of  people,  who  are 
always  enemies  to  those  in  possession  of  the  good 
opinion  of  the  company.  This  unprovoked  injury 
done  by  Prudentia  was  the  first  occasion  of  our  fatal 
divisions  here,  and  a  declaration  of  war  between  these 
rivals.  Florimel  has  abundance  of  wit,  which  she 
has  lavished  in  decrying  Prudentia,  and  giving  de- 
fiance to  her  little  arts.  For  an  instance  of  her  su- 
perior power,  she  bespoke  the  play  of  *  Alexander 
the  Great,*  to  be  acted  by  the  company  of  strollers, 
and  desired  us  all  to  be  there  on  Thursday  last. 
When  she  spOke  to  me  to  come,  *  As  you  are,*,  said 
she,  *  a  lover,  you  will  not  fail  the  death  of  Alex- 
ander :  the  passion  of  love  is  wonderfully  hit — Sta- 

tira !  O  that  happy  woman to  have  a  conqueror 

at  her  feet ! — But  you  will  be  sure  to  be  there.*  I, 
and  several  others,  resolved  to  be  of  her  party.  But 
see  the  irresistible  strength  of  that  unsuspected  crea- 
ture, a  *  Silent  Woman.'  Prudentia  had  counter- 
plotted us,  and  had  bespoke  on  the  same  evening  the 
puppetrshow  of  '  The  Creation  of  the  World*.*.  She 
bad  engaged  every  body  to  be  there;  and,  to*  turn 
our  leader  into  ridicule,  had  secretly  let  tbcfn  know, 

^  A  deforned  enipple  of  the  name  of  Fowel^  waa  tiie  oastef  of  ftpopiitair 
puppet  show  at  this  tune,  and  made  Punch  utter  many  things,,  that  would 
not  have  been  endured  in  any  other  way  of  communication. — See  Tatler, 
No.  11.  note,  No.  236,  note;  and  EKunincr,  Vol.  llh  No.  48. 
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that  the  puppet  Eve  was  made  the  most  like  Etorimel 
that  ever  was  seen.  On  Thursday  morning  the  pup- 
pet-drummer,  Adam  and  Eve,  and  several  others  who 
lived  before  the  flood,  passed  through  the  streets  on 
horseback,  to  invite  us  all  to  the  pastime,  and  the 
representation  of  such  things  as  we  all  knew  to  be 
true :  and  Mr.  Mayor  was  so  wise,  as  to  prefer  these 
innocent  people  the  puppets,  who,  he  said,  were  to 
represent  Christians,  before  the  wicked  players,  who 
were  to  show  Alexander,  an  heathen  philosopher* 
To  be  short,  this  Prudentia  had  so  laid  it,  that  at 
ten  of  the  clock  footmen  were  sent  to  take  places 
at  the  puppet-show,  and  all  we  of  FlorimePs  party 
were  to  be  out  of  fashion,  or  desert  her.  We  chose 
the  latter.  All  the  world  crowded  to  Prudentials 
house,  because  it  was  given  out  that  nobody  could 
get  in.  When  we  came  to  Noah's  flood  in  the  show. 
Punch  and  his  wife  were  introduced  dancing  in  the 
ark.  An  honest  plain  friend  of  FlorimePs,  but  a 
critic  withal,  rose  up  in  the  midst  of  the  representa- 
tion, and  made  many  very  good  exceptions  to  the 
drama  itself,  and  told  us,  that  it  was  against  all  mo- 
rality, as  well  as  rules  of  the  stage,  that  Punch  should 
be  in  jest  in  the  deluge,  or  indeed  that  he  should 
appear  at  all.  This  was  certainly  a  just  remark,  and 
I  thought  to  second  him ;  but  he  was  hissed  by  Pru- 
dentia's  party:  upon  which,  really.  Sir  Thomas,  we, 
who  were  his  friends,  hissed  him  too.  Old  Mrs.  Pe- 
tulant desired  both  her  daughters  to  mind  the  moral; 
then  whispered  Mrs.  Mayoress,  *  This  is  very  proper 
for  young  people  to  see !'  Punch,  at  the  end  of  the 
play,  made  madam  Prudentia  a  compliment,  and  was 
very  civil  to  the  whole  company,  making  bows  till  his 
buttons  touched  the  ground.  AU  was  carried  triumph- 
antly against  our  party.  In  the  mean  time  Florimel 
went  to  the  tragedy,  dressed  as  fine  as  hands  could 
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make  her,  in  hopes  to  see  Prudentia  pine  away  with 
envy.  Instead  of  that,  she  sat  a  full  hour  alone,  and 
at  last  was  entertained  with  this  whole  relation  from 
Statira,  who  wiped  her  eyes  with  her  tragical  cut 
handkerchief,  and  lamented  the  ignorance  of  the 
quality.  Florimel  was  stung  with  this  aflfront,  and 
the  next  day  bespoke  the  puppet-show.  Prudentia, 
insolent  with  power,  bespoke  Alexander.  The  whole 
company  came  then  to  Alexander.  Madam  Petulant 
desired  her  daughters  to  mind  the  moral,  and  believe 
no  man's  fair  words :  *  For  you  will  see,  children,* 
said  she,  *  these  soldiers  are  never  to  be  depended 
upon ;  they  are  sometimes  here,  sometimes  there. — 
Don't  you  see,  daughter  Betty,  colonel  Clod,  our 
next  neighbour  in  the  country,  pulls  off  his  hat  to 
you  ?  court'sy,  good  child,  his  estate  is  just  by  us.' 
Florimel  was  now  mortified  down  to  Prudentia's 
humour;  and  Prudentia  exalted  into  hers.  This 
was  observed  ;  Florimel  invites  us  to  the  play  a  se- 
cond time,  Prudentia  to  the  show.  See  the  uncer- 
tainty of  human  afl^s  !  the  beau,  the  wits,  the  game- 
sters, the  prudes,  the  coquettes,  the  valetudinarians, 
and  gallants,  all  now  wait  upon  Florimel.  Such  is 
the  state  of  things  at  this  present  date ;  and  if  there 
happens  any  new  commotions,  you  shall  have  imme- 
diate advice  from, 

'Sir, 

*  Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant/ 

Bath,  May  11,  1709. 

TO  CASTABELLA^ 

*  MADAM, 

*  I  HAVE  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  a  friend 
of  yours,  relating  to  an  incivility  done  to  you  at  the 
opera,  by  one  of  your  own  sex ;  but  I,  who  was  an 

f  Tatler,  No.  14.  adfinem.. 
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eye-witness  of  the  accident,  can  testify  to  you,  that 
though  she  pressed  before  you,  she  lost  her  ends  in 
that  design  ;  for  she  was  taken  notice  of  for  no  other 
reason,  but  her  endeavours  to  hide  a  finer  woman  than 
herself.  But,  indeed,  I  dare  not  go  farther  in  this 
matter,  than  just  this  bare  mention ;  for  though  it 
was  taking  your  place  of  right,  rather  than  place  of 
precedence,  yet  it  is  so  tender  a  pointy  and  on  which 
tibe  very  life  of  female  ambition  depends,  that  it  is  of 
the  last  consequence  to  meddle  in  it :  all  my  hopes 
are  from  your  beautiful  sex ;  and  those  bright  eyes» 
which  are  the  bane  of  others,  are  my  only  sun-shine. 
My  writings  are  sacred  to  you  ;  and  I  hope,  I  shall 
always  have  the  good  fortune  to  live  under  your  pro- 
tection; therefore  take  this  public  opportunity  to 
signify  to  all  the  world,  that  I  desi^  to  forbear  any 
thing  that  may  in  the  least  tend  to  the  diminution  of 
your  interest,  reputation,  or  power.  You  will  there- 
fore forgive  me,  that  I  strive  to  conceal  every  wrong 
step  made  by  any  who  have  the  honour  to  wear  pet- 
ticoats, and  shall  at  all  times  do  what  is  in  my  power 
to  make  all  mankind  as  much  their  slaves  as  myself. 
If  they  would  consider  things  as  they  ought,  there 
needs  not  much  argument  to  convince  them,  that  it 
is  their  fate  to  be  obedient  to  you,  and  that  your 
greatest  rebels  do  only  serve  with  a  worse  grace. 
*  I  am.  Madam, 
*  Your  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

*  Isaac  Bickerstaff/ 

May  16,  1709. 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  may  16. 

Letters  from  the  Hague,  bearing  date  the  21  st 
instant  N.  S.  advise,  that  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, immediately  after  his  arrival,  sent  his  secre- 
tary to  the  President  and  the  Pensionary  to  acquaint 
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iliem  therewith.  Soon  after,  these  ministers  visited 
the  duke,  and  made  him  compliments  in  the  najne  of 
thQ  States-Greneral ;  after  which  they  entered  into  a 
conference  with  him  on  the  present  posture  of  affairs, 
and  gave  his  grace  assurances  of  the  firm  adherence 
of  the  States  to  the  alliance ;  at  the  same  time  ac- 
quainting him,  that  all  overtures  of  peace  were  re- 
jected till  they  had  an  <^portunity  of  acting  in 
concert  with  their  ^lies  on  that  subject.  After  this 
interview,  the  Pensionary  and  the  President  returned 
to  the  a^embly  of  the  States.  Monsieur  Torcy  ha9 
had  a  conference  at  the  Pensioner's  house  witJbi  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  prince  Eugene,  and 
his  excellency  the  lord  Townshend.  The  result  of 
what  was  debated  at  that  time  is  kept  secret ;  but 
there  appears  an  air  of  satisfaction  and  good  under- 
standing between  these  ministers.  We  are  apt  also 
to  give  ourselves  very  hopeful  prospects  from  mon- 
sieur Torcy*s  being  employed  in  this  negociation, 
who  has  been  always  remarkable  for  a  particular  way 
of  thinking,  in  his  sense  of  the  greatness  of  France ; 
which  he  has  always  said,  *  was  to  be  promoted 
^  rather  by  the  arts  of  peace,  than  those  of  war.*  His 
delivering  himsel:f  freely  on  this  subject  has  formerly 
appeared  an  unsuccessful  way  to  power  in  that  court; 
but  in  its  present  circumstances,  those  maxims  are 
better  received;  and  it  is  thought  a  certain  argu- 
ment of  the  sincerity  of  the  French  king*s  intentions, 
that  this  minister  is  at  present  made  use  of.  The 
marquis  is  to  return  to  Paris  within  few  days,  who 
has  sent  a  courier  thither  to  give  noti<5e  of  the  reasons 
of  his  return,  that  the  court  may  be  the  sooJ»er  able  to 
despatch  commissions  for  a  formal  treaty. 

The  expectations  of  peace  are  increased  by  advices 
from  Pari^of  the  12th  instant,  which  say,,  the  dauphin 
hath  altered  his  resolution  of  commaiodiiigiQ  Fknderfl 
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the  ensuing  campaign.  The  Saxon  and  Prussian 
reinforciements,  together  with  count  Mercy's  regi- 
ment of  imperial  horse,  are  encamped  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Brussels ;  and  sufScient  stores  of  com 
and  forage  are  transported  to  that  place  and  Ghent, 
for  the  service  of  the  confederate  army. 

They  write  from  Mons,  that  the  elector  of  Bavaria 
had  advice,  that  an  advanced  party  of  the  Portugueze 
army  had  been  defeated  by  the  Spaniards. 

We  hear  from  Languedoc,  that  their  com,  olives, 
and  figs,  were  wholly  destroyed ;  but  that  they  have 
a  hopeful  prospect  of  a  plentiful  vintage. 


No.  17.   THURSDAY,  May  19,  1709>* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines'^ 

—  Tiostri  est  farrago  Ubellu  Jvr,  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


will's  cofphe-house,  may  18. 

The  discourse  has  happened  to  turn  this  evening 
upon  the  true  panegyric,  the  perfection  of  which  was 
asserted  to  consist  in  a  certain  artful  way  of  convey- 
ing the  applause  in  an  indirect  manner.  There  was 
a  gentleman  gave  us  several  instances  of  it :  among 
others,  he  quoted  (from  sir  Francis  Bacon,  in  his 
•  Advancement  of  Learning*)  a  very  great  compli- 
ment made  to  Tiberius  S  as  follows :  In  a  full  debate 
upon  public  affairs  in  the  Senate,  one  of  the  assembly 
rose  up,  and  with  a  very  grave  air  said,  he  thought  it 
for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  commonwealth, 

*  Steele's. 
c  An  allusion  to  an  instance  of  artful  flattery  practised  by  Messala  Vale- 
rius, and  recorded,  but  somewhat  differently^  by  Tacitus,  Ann.  lib.  i.  cap.  8. 
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that  Tiberius  should  be  declared  a  god,  and  have 
divine  worship  paid  him.  The  emperor  was  sur- 
prized at  the  proposal,  and  demanded  of  him  to 
declare,  whether  he  had  m^de  any  application  to 
incline  him  to  that  overture  ?  The  senator  answered, 
with  a  bold  and  haughty  tone,  *  Sir,  in  matters  that 
concern  the  commonwealth,  I  will  be  governed  by  no 
man.*  Another  gentleman  mentioned  something  of 
the  same  kind,  spoken  by  the  late  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham to  the  late  earl  of  Orrery;  *  My  lord,'  (says  the 
duke,  after  his  libertine  way,)  *  you  will  certainly  be 
damned.*  *  How  my  lord !  *  says  the  earl,  with 
some  warmth.  *  Nay,*  (said  the  duke,)  *  there  is  no 
help  for  it,  for  it  is  positively  said,  cursed  is  he  of 
whom  all  men  speak  well  \*  This  is  taking  a  man 
by  surprize,  and  being  welcome  when  you  have  so 
surprized  him.  The  person  flattered  receives  you 
into  his  closet  at  once ;  and  the  sudden  change  of  his 
heart,  from  the  expectation  of  an  ill-wisher,  to  find 
you  his  friend,  makes  you  in  his  full  favour  in  a 
moment.  The  spirits  that  were  raised  so  suddenly 
against  you,  are  as  suddenly  for  you.  There  was 
another  instance  given  of  this  kind  at  the  table :  a 
gentleman,  who  had  a  very  great  favour  done  him, 
and  an  employment  bestowed  upon  him,  without  so 
much  as  being  known  to  his  benefactor,  waited 
upon  the  great  man  who  was  so  generous,  and  was 
beginning  to  say,  he  was  infinitely  obliged. — *  Not 
all,*  says  the  patron,  turning  from  him  to  another, 
*  had  I  known  a  more  deserving  man  in  England, 
he  should  not  have  had  it  '.* 

b  Luke  vi.  26.  His  grace  did  not  understand,  nor  quote  fairly,  the 
passage  of  Scripture,  to  which  he  thought  it  so  witty  thus  impiously  to 
allude. 

»  Cardinal  Richelieu  did  not  discover  this  delicacy  of  sentiment  to 
Vaugelas,  on  whom  he  had  settled  a  pension  of  2000  livres  to  enable  him 
to  go  on  with  the  Dictionary  of  the  Academy.  When  Vaugelas  waited 
VOL.  I.  L 
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We  should  certainly  have  had  more  example?  had 
not  a  gentleman  produced  a  book  which  he  thought 
an  instance  of  this  kind " :  it  was  a  pamphlet,  called 

*  The  Naked  Truth/  The  idea  any  one  would  have 
of  that  work  from  the  title^  was  that  there  would  be 
much  plain  dealing  with  people  in  power,  and  that 
w^e  should  see  things  in  their  proper  light,  stripped 
of  the  ornaments  which  are  usually  given  to  the 
actions  of  the  great :  but  the  skill  of  this  author  is 
such,  that  he  has,  under  that  rugged  appearance, 
approved  himself  the  finest  gentleman  and  courtier 
that  ever  writ.  The  language  is  extremely  sublime* 
and  not  at  all  to  be  understood  by  the  vulgar  ;  the 
sentiments  are  such  as  would  make  no  figure  in  ordi- 
nary words ;  but  such  is  the  art  of  the  expression, 
and  the  thoughts  are  elevated  to  so  high  a  degree, 
that  I  question  whether  the  discourse  will  seU  muck 
There  was  an  ill-natured  fellow  p]:esent,  who  hates 
all  panegyric   mortally ;  *  P —  take  him,*  said  he, 

*  what  the  devil  means  his  Naked  Truth,  in  speaking 
nothing  but  to  the  advantage  of  all  whom  he  men- 
ticms  ?  This  is  just  such  a  great  action  as  that  of  the 
champion's  on  a  coronation-day,  who  chaUenges  all 
mankind  to  dispute  with  him  the  right  of  the  sove- 
reign, surrounded  with  hi&  guards/    The  gentleman 

upon  him,  and  began  to  thank  him, — f  At  least/  says  the  Cardinal,  '  be 
Bure  not  to  forget  the  word  Pension  in  your  Dictionary /^Babillard. 

1"  It  has  been  said  that  the  pamphlet  called  <  The  Naked  Truth'  wa» 
written  by  a  lawyer  of  the  name  of  Nelmy;  but  if  William  viscount  Griofr- 
Bton  was  not  the  author  of  it,  he  wrote  remarks  upon  this  critique  on  it,  in 
a  treatise  which  he  dedicated  to  the  hon.  Edward  Howard,  as  ve  are  in- 
formed in  Tatler,  No.  21.    No  notice  is  taken  of  this  publication  in  the 

*  Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,'  under  the  article  of  this  Irish 
peer.  The  writer  of  this  note  has  never  been  able  to  find  the  pamphlet 
here  criticised,  or  the  defence  of  it,  mentioned  Tatier,  No.  21.  but  he  has^ 
seen  an  anonymous  pamphlet  entirely  different  from  this,  and  dated  about 
the  same  time,  bearing  likewise  the  titie  of  '  Naked  Truth.'  Wood  men- 
tions a  book  intitled  '  Naked  Truth,  published  in  1694.'  Ath*  Oxon. 
Vol.  IL  p.  866.    See  Tatler,  No.  2  u  and  note. 
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who  ptoducedthe  treatise  desired  Him  to  be  cautious, 
aud  said,  it  was  writ  by  an  excellent  soldier,  which 
made  the  company  observe  it  more  narrowly ;  and 
(as  critics  are  the  greatest  conjurers  at  finding  out  a    ' 
known  truth)  one  said,  he  was  sure  it  was  writ  by 
the  hand  of  his  sword-arm.     I  could  not  perceive 
much  wit  in  that  expression ;  but  it  raised  a  laugh, 
and,  I  suppose,  wasi  meant  as  a  sneer  upon  valiant 
men.     The  same  man  pretended  to  see  in  the  style, 
that  it  was  an  hOTse-officer  j  but  sure  that  is  being 
too  nice ;  for  though  you   may  know  officers  of  the 
cavaliy  by  the  turn  of  their  feet,  I  cannot  imagine 
how  you  should  discern' their  hands  from -those  of 
other  men-     But  it  is  always  thus  with  pedants; 
they  will  ever  be  carping,  if  a  gentleman  or  a  man  of 
honour  puts  pen  to  paper.     I  do  not  doubt  but  this 
author  wUl  find  this  assertion  too  true,  and  that  ob- 
loquy is  not  repulsed  by  the  force  of  arms.     I  will 
therefore  set  this  excellent  piece  in  a  light  too  glar- 
ing for  weak  eyes,  and,   in  imitation  of  the  critic 
Longinus,  shall,  as  well  as  t  can,  make  my  observa- 
tions  in  a  style  like  the  author's  of  whom  I  treat, 
which,  perhaps,  I  am  as  capable  of  as  another,  having 
^  an  unbounded  force  of  thinking,  as  well  as  a  most 
exquisite  address,  extensively  and  wisely  indulged  to 
me  by  the  supreme  powers.'     My  author,  I  will  da^e 
to  assert,  shows  the  most  universal  knowledge  of  any 
writer  who  has  appeared  this  century :  he  is  a  poet 
and  merchant,  which  is  seen  in  two  master-words^ 
^  Credit  blossoms.'     He  is  a  grammarian  and  a  poli- 
tician ;  for  he  says,    *  The  uniting  of  the  two  king- 
doms is  the  emphasis  of  the  security  to  the  Protest- 
ant  succession.'     Some  would  be  apt  to  say,  he  is  a 
conjurer;  for  he  has  found,  that  a  republic  is  not 
made  up  of  every  body  of  animals,  but  is  composed 
of  men  only,  and  not  of  horses.     *  Liberty  and  pro- 

L  2 
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perty  have  chMen  their  retreat  within  the  emulating 
circle  of  an  human  commonwealth.'  He  is  a  phy- 
sician ;  for  he  says,  *  I  observe  a,  constant  equality  in 
its  pulse,  and  a  just  quickness  of  its  vigorous  circu- 
lation.' And  again,  *  I  view  the  strength  of  our  con- 
stitution plainly  appear  in  the  sanguine  and  ruddy 
complexion  of  a  well-contented  city.'  He  is  a  divine : 
for  he  says,  *  I  cannot  but  bless  myself.*  And 
indeed  this  excellent  treatise  has  had  that  good  effect 
upon  me,  who  am  far  from  being  superstitious,  that 
I  also  *  cannot  but  bless  myself'.' 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  may  18.    ' 

This  day  arrived  a  mail  from  Lisbon,  with  letters 
of  the  13th  instant  N.  S.  containing  a  particular 
account  of  the  late  action  in  Portugal,  On  the  7th 
instant,  the  army  of  Portugal,  under  the  command  of 
the' marquis  de  Frontera,  lay  on  the  side  of  the  Caya, 
and  the  army  of  the  duke  of  Anjou,  commanded  by 
the  marquis  de  Bay,  on  the  other.  The  latter  com- 
mander having  an  ambition  to  ravage  the  country,  in 
a  manner  in  sight  of  the  Portuguese,  made  a  motion 
with  the  whole  body  of  his  horse  toward  Fort  Saint 
Christopher,  near  the  town  of  Badajos.  The  generals 
of  the  Portuguese,  disdaining  that  such  an  insult 
should  be' offered  to  their  arms,  took  a  riesolution  to 
pass  the  river,  and  oppose  the  designs  of  the  enemy. 
The  eafl  of  Galway  represented  to  them,  that  the 
present  posture  of  affairs  was  such  on  the  side  of  the 
allies,  that  there  Heeded  no  more  to  be  done  at  pre- 
sent in  that  country,  but  to  carry  on  a  defensive  part. 
But  his  arguments  could  not  avail  in  the  council  of 
war.  Upon  which  a  great  detachment  of  foot  and 
the  whole  of  the  horse  of  the  king  of  Portugal's 

1  Tatlcr,  Nos.  3.  and  14. 
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army  passed  the  river,  and  with  some  pieces  of  can- 
non did  good  execution  on  the  enemy.  Upon 
observing  this,  the  marquis  de  Bay  advanced  with  his 
horse,  and  attacked  the  right  wing  of  the  Portuguese 
cavalry,  who  faced  about  and  fled,  without  standing 
the  first  encounter.  But  their  foot  repulsed  the  same 
body  of  horse  in  three  successive  charges,  with  great 
order  and  resolution.  While  this  was  transacting, 
the  British  general  commanded  the  brigade  of  Pearce, 
to  keep  the  enemy  in  diversion  by  a  new  attack. 
This  was  so  well  executed, .  that  the  Portuguese  in- 
fantry had  time  to  retire  in  good  order,  and  repass  the 
river.  But  that  brigade,  which  rescued  them,  was 
itself  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  major-general 
Sarkey,  brigadier  Pearce,  together  with  both  their 
regiments,  and  that,  of  the  lord  Galway,  lately 
raised,  were  taken  prisoners. 

During  the  engagement,  the  earl  of  Barrymore, 
having  advanced  too  far  to  give  some  necessary  order, 
was  hemmed  in  by  a  squadron  of  the  enemy ;  but 
found  means  to  gallop  up  to  the  brigade  of  Pearce, 
wdth  which  he  remains  also  a  prisoner.  My  lord 
Galway  had  his  horse  shot  under  him  in  this  action ; 
and  the  conde  de  Saint  Juan,  a  Portuguese  general, 
was  taken  prisoner.  The  same  night  the  army  en- 
camped at  Aronches,  and  on  the  ninth  moved  to 
Elvas,  where  they  Uy  when  these  despatches  came 
away.  Colonel  Stanwix's  regiment  is  also  taken. 
The  whole  of  this  affair  has  given  the  Portuguese  a 
great  idea  of  the  capacity  and  courage  of  my  lord 
Galway,  against  whose  advice  they  entered  upon  this 
unfortunate  affair,  and  by  whose  conduct  they  were 
rescued  from  it.  The  prodigious  constancy  and 
resolution  of  that  great  man  is  hardly  to  be  paralleled, 
who,  under  the  oppression  of  a  maimed  body,  and  the 
reflection  of  repeated  ill  fortune,  goes  on  with  an  un- 
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speakable  alacrity  in  tihe  service  of  the  common  cause. 
He  has  already  put  things  in  a  very  good  posture 
after  this  ill  accident,  and  made  the  necessary  disr 
positions  for  covering  the  country  from  any  farther 
attempt  of  the  enemy,  who  lie  still  in  the  camp  they 
were  in  before  the  battle. 

letters  from  Brussels,  dated  the  25th  instant, 
advise,  that  notwithstanding  the  negociations  of  a 
peace  seem  so  far  advanced,  that  8c»ne  do  confidently 
report  the  preliminaries  of  a  t|:eaty  to  be  actually 
^reed  on,  yet  the  allies  hasten  their  preparations  for 
opening  the  campaign ;  and  the  forces  of  the  Empire, 
the  Prussians,  the  Danes,  the  Wirtembergers,  the 
Palatines,  and  Saxon  auxiliaries,  are  in  motion  towards 
the  general  rendezvous,  they  being  already  arrived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Brussels.  These  advices  add, 
that  the  deputies  of  the  States  of  Holland,  having 
made  a  general  review  of  the  troops  in  Flanders,  set 
out  for  Antwerp  on  the  21st  instant  from  that  place. 


*0*  This  day  is  published  a  treatise^  called,  *  The  DiSkteoee  betweeB 
goanjal  and  AdmonitioD,'  by  Isaac  Bickerstal^  esq.  and,  on  the  first  of  July 
next,  you  may  expect  *  A  Prophecy  of  Things  past ;  wherein  the  Art  of 
Fortune-telling  is  luid  open  to  the  meanest  Capacity.'  And  on  the  Mon- 
day following,  '  Choice  Sentences  for  the  Company  of  Masons  and  Brickr 
layers,  to  be  put  upon  new  Houses,  with  a  Translation  of  all  the  Latin 
Sentences  that  have  been  built  of  late  years,  together  with  a  comment 
ppon  Stone  walls,'  by  the  same  hand. 


No>  18.    SATURDAY,  May  gl,  1709.* 

(^tticquid  agunt  homines — 

r^nostri  est  farrago  libellu  Jut.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate*er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Qur  motley  Paper  seijses  for  its  theme.  P, 


FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMIINT^  MAY  20. 

It  ia  observed  too  ofteu  that  men  of  wit  do  so  much 

#  g';:££;L£'s  and  Ai)n|soN^s.-*That  the  *  Distress  pf  the  N^s-writertf 
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employ  their  thoughts  upon  fine  speculations,  that 
things  useful  to  mankind  are  wholly  neglected ;  and 
they  are  busy  in  making  emendations  upon  some 
enclitics "  in  a  Greek  author,  while  obvious  things, 
that  every  man  man  may  have  use  for,  are  wholly 
vOverlooked.  It  would  be  an  happy  thing,  if  such  as 
have  real  capacities  for  public  service  were  employed 
in  works  of  general  use  j  but  because  a  thing  is  every 
body's  business,  it  is  nobody's  business ;  this  is  for 
want  of  public  spirit.  As  for  my  part,  who  am  only 
a  student,  and  a  man  of  no  great  interest,  I  can  only 
remark  things,  and  recommend  die  correction  of  them 
to  higher  powers.  There  is  an  offence  I  have  a  thou- 
sand times  lamented,  but  fear  I  shall  never  see 
remedied  ;  which  is,  that  in  a  nation  where  learning 
is  so  freq[uent  as  in  Great  Britain^  there  srhouid  be  so 
uaany  gross  errors  as  there  are  in  the  very  directions 
of  things  wherein  accuracy  is  necessary  for  the  con- 
duct  of  life.  This  is  notoriously  observed  by  all  men 
I  =pf  letters  when  they  first  come  to  town  (at  which 
!  time  they  are  usually  curious  that  way)  in  the  inscrip- 
*  tions  on  sign -posts.  I  have  cause  to  know  this  matter 
as  well  as  any  body;  for  I  have,  when  I  went  to 
Merchant-Taylors*  School  %  suffered  stripes  for  spelU 
ing  after  the  signs  I  observed  in  my  way ;  though  at 
the  same  time  I  must  confess  staring  at  those  inscrip- 
tions first  gave  me  an  idea  and  curiosity  for  medals : 

was  written  by  Addison,  we  are  assured  by  Steele,  in  his  preface  to  Tatler, 
vol.  iv. ;  see  also  his  dedication  of  Addison's  '  Prummer*  to  Mr.  Congreve, 
The  first  part  of  the  Paper  on  sign-posts  is  likewise  very  roueh  in  Addison's 
manner. 

n  *  Enclitics*  are  particles  of  speech  in  the  Greek  language,  which  throw 
back  the  accent  on  t^e  preceding  syllable,  and  coalesce  with  other  words, 
so  as  to  form  only  one  word  TXetuKovn  MQ«rrdr$  &t^^ix»M»»Tt,    T. 

^  *  Merchant-Taylprs*  School'  was  founded  by  the  worshipful  company^ 
whose  name  it  bejirs^  3  E&n,  an.  15ai>-^See  Stow's  <  Survey,'  &c.  vol.i. 
p.  189. 
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in  which  I  have  since  arrived  at  some  knowledge  p. 
Many  a  man  has  lost  his  way  and  his  dinner  by  this . 
general  want  of  skill  in  orthography  ** :  for,  consider- 
ing that  the  painters  are  usually  so  very  bad,  that  you 
cannot  know  the  animal  under  whose  sign  you  are  to 
live  that  day,  how  must  the  stran^r  be  misle^  if  it 
be  wrong  spelled,  as  well  as  ill  painted  ?  I  have  a 
cousin  now  in  town,  who  has  answered  under  bachelor 
at  Queen's  college,  whose  name  is  Humphrey  Mop- 
staff  (he  is  a-kin  to  us  by  his  mother) :  this  young 
man,  going  to  see  a  relation  in  Barbican,  wandered  a 
whole  day  by  the  mistake  of  one  letter,  for  it  was 
written,  *  this  is  the  Beer*  instead  of  *  this  is  the 
Bear.'  He  was  set  right  at  last,  by  inquiring  for  the 
house,  of  a  fellow  who  could  not  read,  and  knew  the 
place  flaedmnically,  only  by  having  been  often  drunk 

P  The  passage  in  which  the  writer  claims  *  some  knowledge  in  medals/ 
may  Tead  the  reader  into  an  opinion  that  Addison  was  the  author  of  this 
part  of  the  Paper,  as  well  as  of  the  *  Distress  of  the  News-writers ;'  Jtnd  so 
he  might  really  be,  for  all  that  appears  to  the  contrary.  It  ought,  however, 
to-be  ob Jti  V  cd,  -that  hk  *  Dialogues  on  the  Usefulness  of  ancient  Medals* 
was^irpesthumous  publication  :  for  though  they  are  said  to  have  been 
written  while  he  was  travelling  in  1702,  they  were  not  published  till  after 
his  death,  which  happened  in  1719. 

<l  The  orthography  here  humourously  ridiculed  might  nevertheless  be 
agreeable  to  the  modes  of  spelling  at  the  times  when  the  signs  to  which 
they  refer  were  first  adopted.  As  to  the  signs  themselves,  the  subjects  of 
merriment  in  this  and  following  Papers,  whimsical  and  inexplicable  as  they 
may  seem,  it  will  furnish  much  entertainment,  and  some  instruction,  to 
trace  them  to  their  originals,  which  generally  may  be  done  with  great  pror 
bability,  and  often  with  certainty,  on  the  following  principle.  Persons  who 
had  been  wards,  pages,  or  servants  to  kings,  queens,  noblemen,  cardinals, 
bishops,  gentlemen,  &c.  on  quitting  the  houses  or  vicinities  of  their  patrons, 
masters,  &c,  to  settle  in  business  for  themselves,  might  probably,  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  place  over  the  doors  of  their  houses,  offices,  shops,  inns, 
taverns,  &c.  the  crest,  the  badge,  or  some  part  of  the  arms  of  the  families 
jn  which  they  had  lived,  or  with  which  they  were,  or  chose  to  be  connected. 
They  probably  wore  likewise  badges,  or  liveries,  in  the  manner  they  are 
still  worn  by  watermen.  Of  the  truth  or  plausibility  of  this  principle, 
there  will  be  frequent  occasiotJS,  in  the  course  of  this  work,  to  lay  before 
the  reader  signal  and  amusing  instances.  See  Tat.  No.  87.*  note.  Sp6ct. 
Nos.  28. 66.  and  notes. 
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there.     But,  in  the  name  of  goodness,  let  us  make 
our  learning  of  use  to  us,  or  not.     Was  not  this  a 
shame,  that  a  philosopher  should  be  thus  directed  by 
a  cobbler?'    I  will  be  sworn,  if  it  were  known  how 
many  have  suffered  in  this  kind  by  false  spelling  since 
the  Union,  this  matter  would  not  lie  long  thus.     What 
makes  these  evils  the  more  insupportable  is,  that  they 
are  so  easily  amended,  and  nothing  done  in  it.     But 
it  is  so  far  from  that,  that  the  evil  goes  on  in  other 
arts  as  well  as  orthography ;  places  are  confounded, 
as  well  for  want  of  proper  distinctions,  as  things  for 
want  of  true  characters.     Had  I  not  come  by  the 
other  day  very  early  in  the  morning  \  there  might 
have  been  mischief  done :  for  aworthy  North  Briton 
was  swearing  at  Stocks-Market,  that  they  would  not 
let  him  in  at  his  lodgings  ;  but  I,  knowing  the  gen- 
tleman, and  observing  him  look  often  at  the  king  on 
horseback,  and  then  double  his  oaths,  that  he  was 
sure  he  was  right,  found  he  mistook  that  for  Charing 
Cross,  by  the  erection  of  the  like  statue  in  each  place. 
I  grant,  private  men  may  distinguish  their  abodes  as 
they  please  :  as  one  of  my  acquaintance,  who  lives  at 
Marybone  %  has  put  a  good  sentence  of  his  own  in- 

'  Wit  has  its  prerogative,  *  and  about  it,  there  is  not,  and  there  ought 
not  to  be,  here  either  dispute  or  observation.'  Truth,  nevertheless,  claims  . 
the  privilege  to  remark,  that  these  two  equestrian  statues  were  very  unlike. 
The  one  was  made  by  the  famous  La  Seur,  for  king  Charles  I. ;  the  other 
was  originally  intended  for  John  Sobieski,  king  of  Poland,  and,  mutatis 
mutandu^  erected  in  honour  of  king  Charles  II.  The  Turk  underneath 
the  horse  was  cleverly  metamorphosed  into  Oliver  Cromwell ;  but  his 
turban  escaped  unnoticed,  or  unaltered,  to  testify  the  truth.  The  one  is  of 
brass  blackened,  the  other  was  of  white  marble,  &c.  The  statue  in  Stocks- 
Market,  with  the  conduit  and  all  its  ornaments,  were  all  removed  to  make 
way  for  the  Mansion-house,  the  first  stone  of  which  was  laid  by  Micajah 
Perry,  esq.  then  lord  mayor,  October  25,  1 759.  See  Spect.  No.  462.  and 
note. 

*  The  duke  of  Buckingham  is  humourously  said  to  have  lived  at  Mary^ 
^<mc^  as  he  was  almost  every  day  on  the  bowling-green  there,  and  seldom 
left  it  until  he  could  see  no  longer. 
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vention  upoii  his  dwelling-place  \  to  find  but  wher^ 
he  lives :  he  is  so  near  London,  that  his  conceit  is 
this,  *  the  country  in  town  ;*  or,  *  the  town  in  th^ 
country ;'  for  you  know,  if  they  are  both  in  one, 
they  are  all  one.  Besides  that,  the  ambiguity  is 
not  of  great  consequence ;  if  you  are  safe  at  the 
place,  it  is  no  matter  if  you  do  not  distinctly  know 
where  to  say  the  place  is.  But  to  retum  to  the 
orthography  of  public  places  ;  I  propose,  that  every 
tradesman  in  the  cities  of  London  and  West-- 
minster  shall  give  me  sixpence  a  quarter  for  keeping 
their  signs  in  repair,  as  to  the  grammatical  part ;  an4 
I  will  take  into  my  house  a  Swiss  count "  of  my 
^acquaintance,  who  can  remember  all  their  narne^ 

*  On  Buckingham-house,  the  palace  of  the  late  Queen  Charlotte,  were 
originally  these  inscriptions.  On  the  front,  *  Sic  siti  laetantur  Lares.'  On 
the  back  front, '  Rus  in  urbe.'  On  the  side  next  the  road,  *  Spectator 
fastidiosus  mbi  molestus.'  On  the  North  side,  *  Lente  incepit,  dto  perfecit/ 
See  Bishop  Atterbury's  *  Epistolary  Correspondence,'  vol.  iii.  p.  1  19f    N. 

^  Probably  John  James  Heydegger,  esq.  a  writer  of  operas,  and  ai| 
arhker  eleganHarum,  remarkable  for  his  vast  memoiy  and  coarse  features.. 
He  was  the  son  of  a  clei^gyman,  and  a  native  of  Zurich  in  Switzerland^ 
where  he  married,  but  left  his  country  in  consequence  of  an  intrigue;  and 
having  visited  the  principal  citi^  in  Europe,  in  the  humble  station  of  9 
domestic,  acquired  a  taste  for  el^ant  and  refined  pleasures,  which,  united 
to  a  strong  inclination  for  voluptuousness,  by  degrees  qualified  him  for  the 
nianagem«(it  of  public  amusements.  He  was  between  forty  and  fifty  years 
of  age  when  he  first  came  to  England,  where  l^e  soon  obtained  the  chi^ 
direction  of  the  opera-house  and  masquerades.  His  person,  though  he  was 
tail  and  well  made,  was  uncommcHily  disagreeable,  owing  to  an  ugly  fi&ce, 
scarcely  human.  He  was  the  first  to  joke  upon  his  own  ugliness ;  and 
once  hdda  wager  with  the  earl  of  Chesterfield  that,  within  a  certain  time,  his 
lordship  would  not  be  able  to  produce  so  hideous  a  face  in  all  London* 
After  strict  search^  a  woman  was  found,  whose  features  were  at  first  sight 
thought  even  stronger  than  the  Count's ;  but,  upon  clapping  her  head-dress 
on  himself,  he  was  universally  allowed  to  be  the  ugliest.  Whatever 
may  have  been  his  foibles  or  his  faults,  they  were  completely  '  covered' 
by  his  *  charity,'  which  was  abundant  He  died  September  4,  1749, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety.  See  *  Biographical  Anecdotes  of 
Hogarth,'  1782,  p.  136.  See  also  Tatler,  No.  12.  and  note,  where  he  is 
styled  a  surgeon,  in  allusion  to  an  employment  ascribed  to  him  in  tbjK 
pi»per.    The  title  of  count  was  given  to  hixo  in  derisipa*    Nt 
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without  book,  for  despatch  sake,  setting  up  the  head 
oi  the  said  foreigner  for  my  sign  ;  the  features  being 
strong,  and  fit  for  hanging  high. 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  hay  20. 

This  day  a  mail  arrived  from  Holland,  by  which 
there  are  advices  from  Paris,  that  the  kingdom  of 
France  is  in  the  utmost  misery  and  distraction.  The 
merchants  of  Lyons  have  been  at  court  to  remon- 
strate  their  great  sufferings  by  the  failure  of  their 
public  credit ;  but  have  received  no  other  satisfac- 
tion, than  promises  of  a  sudden  peace  j  and  that 
their  debts  will  be  made  good  by  funds  out  of  the 
revenue,  which  will  not  answer,  but  in  case  of  the 
peace  which  is  promised.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
cries  of  the  common  people  are  loud  for  want  of 
bread,  the  gentry  have  lost  all  spirit  and  zeal  for 
their  country,  and  the  king  himself  seems  to  languish 
under  the  anxiety  of  the  pressing  calamities  of  the 
nation,  and  retires  from  hearing  those  grievances 
which  he  hath  not  power  to  redress.  Instead  of 
preparations  for  war  and  the  defence  of  their  country, 
there  is  nothing  to  be  seen  but  evident  marks  of  a 
general  despair }  processions,  IKstings,  public  mourn- 
ings and  humiliations,  are  become  the  sole  employ- 
ments of  a  people,  who  were  lately  the  most  vain 
and  gay  of  any  in  the  universe*. 

The  pope  has  written  to  the  French  king  on  the 
subject  of  a  peace :  and  his  majesty  has  answered, 
in  the  lowliest  terms,  that  he  entirely  submits  his 
affairs  to  Divine  Providence,  and  shall  soon  show 
the  world  that  he  prefers  the  tranquillity  of  his 
people  to  the  glory  of  his  arms  and  extent  of  his 
ponquests. 

X  This  paragraph  must  be  taken,  as  a  Scotch  diyin^  said  of  mysteries  in 
religion,  cumi  grano  sqIu.    Babillard. 
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Letters  from  the  Hague,  of  the  24th  say,  that  his 
excellency  the  lord  Townshend  delivered  his  creden- 
tials on  that  day  to  the  States-General,  as  plenipo- 
tentiary from  the  queen  of  Great  Britain ;  as  did 
also  count  Zinzendorf,  who  bears  the  same  character 
from  the  emperor. 

Prince  Eugene  intended  to  set  out  the  next  day 
for  Brussels,  and  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
on  the  Tuesday  following.  The  marquis  de  Torcy 
talks  daily  of  going,  but  still  continues  here.  The 
army  of  the  allies  is  to  assemble  on  the  7th  of  next 
month  at  Helchin ;  though  it  is  generally  believed 
that  the  preliminaries  to  a  treaty  are  fully  adjusted. 

The  approach  of  a  peace  strikes  a  panic  through 
our  armies,  though  that  of  a  battle  could  never  do 
it,  and  they  almost  repent  of  their  bravery,  that 
made  such  haste  to  humble  themselves  and  the 
French  king.  The  duke  of  Marlborough,  though 
otherwise  the  greatest  general  of  the  age,  has  plainly 
shown  himself  unacquainted  with  the  arts  of  hus- 
banding a  war.  He  might  have  grown  as  old  as  the 
duke  of  Alva,  or  prince  Waldeck  in  the  Low  Countries, 
and  yet  have  got  reputation  enough  every  year  for 
any  reasonable  man  :  for  the  command  of  general  in 
Flanders  hath  been  ever  looked  upon  as  a  provision 
for  life.  For  my  part,  I  cannot  see  how  his  grace 
can  answer  it  to  the  world,  for  the  great  eagerness 
he  hath  shown  to  send  an  hundred  thousand  of  the 
bravest  fellows  in  Europe  a-begging.  But  the  pri- 
vate gentlemen  of  the  infantry  will  be  able  to  shift 
for  themselves ;  a  brave  man  can  never  starve  in  a 
country  stocked  with  hen-roosts.  *  There  is  not  a 
yard  of  linen,'  says  my  honoured  progenitor  sir  John 
Falstaff  %  *  in  my  whole  company :  but  as  for  that,* 

'    y  '  There's  but  a  shirt  and  a  half  in  all  my  company;  and  the  half-shirt 
u  two  napkins  tacked  together,  and  thrown  over  the  shoulders  like  a  he- 
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says  this  worthy  knight,  <  I  am  in  no  great  pain  ;  we 
shall  fifld  shirts  on  every  hedge.*  There  is  another 
another  sort  of  gentlemen  whom  I  am  much  more 
concerned  for,  and  that  is,  the  ingenious'  fraternity 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  an  unworthy 
ber  ;  I  mean  the  news- writers  of  Great  Britain,  whe- 
ther post-men  or  post-boys  %  or  by  what  other  name 
or  title  soever  dignified  or  distinguished.  The  case 
of  these  gentlemen  is,  I  think,  more  hard  than  that 
of  the  soldiers,  considering  that  they  have  taken 
more  towns  and  fought  more  battles.  They  have 
been  upon  parties  and  skirmishes,  when  our  armies 
have  lain  still ;  atid  given  the  general  assault  to  many 
a  place,  when  the  besiegers  were  quiet  in  their 
trenches.  They  have  made  us  masters  of  several 
strong  towns  many  weeks  before  our  generals  could 
do  it ;    and  completed  victories  when  our  greatest 

raid's  coat  without  sleeves;  and  the  shirt,  to  say  the  truth,  stolen  from  ray 
host  of  St.  Alban,  or  the  red-nosed  innkeeper  of  Daintry.  But  that's  all 
one,  they'U.find  linen  enough  on  every  hedge. — Shakspeare.  l  Henry  FV. 
act  iii.  scene  2.  ed.  Johnson  and  Steevens. 

«  In  the  year  1 709  it  appears,  that  there  were  S5  regular  papers  published 
.every  week,  besides  a  vast  number  of  postscripts,  &c.  that  were  hourly 
hawked  about  the  streets.  The  curious  may  see  the  proof  and  the  particu- 
lars in  the  *  Anecdotes  of  Mr.  Bowyer,'  p.  493 ;  with  a  list  likewise,  of  the 
periodical  papers  that  appeared  between  1620  and  1660.  In  p.  534  of  the 
same' book,  is  a  list  of  the  newspapers  published  in  London  in'  1782.  <  II 
est  incroyable  combien  de  feuilles  volantes  en  forme  de  Gazette  se  debitent 
dans  la  ville.  A  present,  par  exemple,  on  en  compte  vingt-trois  differents, 
par  semaine.  J'ecris  ceci  en  Janvier  1720.  Babillard.  See  Tatler,  No. 
91,  and  notes.  At  this  present  date,  1805,  there  are  published  daily  in 
London  eight  morning  and  five  evening  papers;  and  nine  which  appear 
three  evenings  in  the  week ;  besides  the  Gazette,  and  weekly  papers  in 
great  abundance.  Provincial  newspapers  also,  almost  unknown  in  the  days 
of  Bickerstaff,  are  now  very  numerous.    N. 

«  *  The  Post-boy'  was  a  scandalous  weekly  paper,  by  Abel  Roper ;  and 
*  The  Fljdng  Post,*  by  George  Ridpath,  was  just  such  another;  the  writers 
of  them  equally  and  alternately  deserved  to  be  cudgelled,  and  were  so : 
*  Tbere  Ridpath,  Roper,  cudgell'd  might  ye  view. 
The  very  worsted  still  look'd  black  and  blue.' 

Dunciad,  ii.  149. 

It  is  remarkable^  that  both  Roper  and  Ridpath  died' on  the  same  day* '  N. 
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captauKS  have  been  glad  to  ccnne  off  with  a  drawn 
battle.  Where  prince  Eugene  has  slain  his  thou* 
sands,  Boyer**  has  slain  his  ten  thousands.  This^ 
gentleman  can  indeed  be  never  enough  commended 
for  his  courage  and  intrepidity  during  this  whole  war: 
he  has  laid  about  him  with  an  inexpressible  fury  ;^ 
and,  like  the  offended  Marius  of  ancient  Rome, 
made  such  havoc  among  his  countrymen  as  must  be 
the  work  of  two  or  three  ages  to  repair*  It  must  be 
confessed,  the  redoubted  Mr,  Buckley'  has  shed  as 
much  blood  as  the  former;  but  I  cannot  forbear 
saying  (and  I  hope  it  will  not  look  like  envy)  that 
we  regard  our  brother  Buckley  as  a  kind  of  Draw- 
cansir'',  who  spares  neither  friend  nor  foe ;  but  ge- 
nerally kills  as  many  of  his  own  side  as^  the  enemies^ 
It  is  impossible  for  this  ingenious  sort  of  mten  ta 
subsist  sifter  a  peace  :  every  one  remembers  the  shifb 
they  were  driven  to  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the 
Second,  when  they  could  not  furnish  out  a  single 
paper  of  news,  without  lighting  up  a  cdmet  in  Ger-^ 
many,  or  a  fire  in  Moscow.  There  scarce  appeared 
a  letter  without  a  paragraph  on  an  earthquake.^ 
Prodigies  were  grown  so  familiar  that  they  had  lost 
their  name  as  a  great  poet  of  that  age  has  it%  I  re- 
member Mr.  Dyer^  who  is  justly  looked  upon  by 

*  Abel  Boyer,  author  of  *  The  Political  State/  embmced  every  opportn- 
nity  of  animadverting  on  Swift,  who,  in  return,  treated  him  with  afiected 
contempt,  and  real  cruelty.'  '  One  Boyer,  a  French  dog,  has  abused  me  in 
a  pamphlet,  and  I  have  got  him  in  a  messenger's  hands  ^  the  Secretary  pro- 
mises me  to  swinge  him.  I  must  make  that  rogue  an  example  for  a  warn- 
ing to  others.    Swift's  Works,  vol.  xxiii  p.  64.    N. 

e  Samuel  Buckley,  printer  of  *  The  Gazette,'  and  also  of  *  The  Daily 
Courant'  He  printed  and  published  *  The  Crisis,'  was  the  editor  of  a  fine 
edition  of  Thuanus,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1741.    N. 

d  A  name  given  to  one  of  the  principal  characters  in  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham's celebrated  comedy  intitled,  *The  Rehearsal,'  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  4to.  1672. 

•  This  allusion  is  not  recollected. 

^  ^  Dyer's  Letter,'  a  newspiqper  of  that  time,  which,  according  to  Mi** 
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ail  the  fox-hunters  in  the  nation  as  the  greatest 
statesman  our  country  has  produced,  wasf  particularly 
famous  for  dealing  in  whales ;  insomuch,  that  in  five 
months  time  (for  I  had  the  curiosity  to  examine  his 
letters  on  that  occasion)  he  brought  three  into  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Thames,  besides  t\j^o  porpusses 
and  a  sturgeon.  The  judicious  and  wary  Mr.  I. 
Dawks  ^  hath  all  along  been  the  rival  of  this^  great 
writer,  and  got  himself  a  reputation  from  plagues 
and  famines ;  by  which,  in  those  days,  he  destroyed 
as  great  multitudes  as  he  has  lately  done  by  the 
sword.  In  every  dearth  of  news.  Grand  Cairo  was 
sure  to  be  unpeopled. 

It  being  therefore  visible,  that  our  society  will 
be  greater  sufferers  by  the  peace  than  the  soldiery 
itself,  insomuch  that  the  Daily  Courant  is  in  danger 
of  being  broken,  my  friend  Dyer  of  being  re- 
formed, and  the  very  best  of  the  whole  band  of 
being  reduced  to  half-pay  ;  might  I  presume  to  offer 
any  thing  in  the  behalf  of  my  distressed  brethren,  I 
would  humbly  move,  that  an  appendix  of  proper 

Addison,  was  entitled  to  littie  credit*  Honest  Vellum,  in  *  The  Dnunmer,' 
act.  ii.  scene  1,  cannot  but  believe  his  master  is  living,  (amongst  other  rea^ 
sons)  *  because  the  news  of  his  death  was  first  published  in  Dyer's  Letter/ 
See  Spect.  Nos.  43.  and  457.  *  M.  Dyer  ecrivoit  des  nouvelles  manu* 
scrites;  il  se  mk  en  reputation  par  la  hardiesse  qu'il  prit  de  debiter  nou' 
velles  desagreables  a  la  cour,  et  mourut  riche.'    Babillard. 

e  Ichabod  Dawks, '  another  poor  epistolary  historian,'  as  he  is  called, 
Spect.  No.  457.  See  more  of  him,  Tatler,  No.  178.  They  are  both  intro- 
duced by  the  author  of  *.  Phsedra  and  Hippolytus,'  in  his  poem,  entitled 
*  Charlettus  Perdvallo  suo:' 

'  Scribe  securus,  quid  agit  Senatus, 
Quid  caput  stertit  grave  Lambethanum*, 
Quid  comes  GuUford,  quid  habent  novorum 

Dawksque  Dyerque.' 

Their  intelligence  was  conveyed  throughout  the  kingdom,  not  in  print,  but 
in  writings  as  the  parliamentary  minutes  were  till  within  these  few  years 
circulated.— See  *  Anecdotes  of  Mr.  Bowyer,*  p.  493.    N. 

*  Tennison. 
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apartments,  furnished  with  pen,  ink,  arid  paper,  and 
other  necessaries  of  life,  should  be  added  to  the  hos- 
pital of  Chelsea,  for  the  relief  of  such  decayed  news- 
writers  as  have  served  their  country  in  the  wars ;  and 
that  for  their  exercise  they  should  compile  the  annal§ 
of  their  brother  veterans,  who  have  been  engaged  in 
Ihe  same  service,  and  are  still  obliged  to  do  duty 
after  the  same  manner. 

I  cannot  be  thought  to  speak  this  out  of  an  .eye  to 
any  private  interest ;  for,  as  my  chief  scenes  of  action 
are  coffee-houses,  play-houses,  and  my  own  apart- 
ment, I  am  in  no  need  of  camps,  fortifications,  and 
fields  of  battle,  to  support  me  ;  I  do  not  call  for  he- 
roes and  geperals  to  my  assistance.  Though  the 
officers  are  broken,  and  the  armies  disbanded  \  I 
shall  still  be  safe,  as  long  as  there  are  men,  or  women, 
or  politicians,  or  lovers, .  or  poets,  or  nymphs,  or 
swains,  or  cits,  or  courtiers,  in  being. 


No.  19.    TUESDAY,  May  24,   1709>* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines — 

— nostri  est  farrago  libellu  Juv.  Sat.  i,  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or.  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 
Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme,  P. 


TKOM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  MAY  25. 

There  is  nothing  can  give  a  man  of  any  considera- 
tion greater  pain,  than  to  see  order  and  distinction 
laid  aside  amongt  men,  especially  when  the  rank  (of 
which  he  himself  is  a  member)  is  intruded  upon  by 

*  Steele's. 

^  'M,  Steele  ayoit  eu  quelque  emploi  dans  les  gardes ;  mais  la  necessity 
de  ses  affaires  domestiques  l*avoit  contraint  de  la  vendre,  il  y  avoit  deja 
quelque  temps,  lors  qu'il  ecrivoit  ceci.    Babillard. 
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such  as  have  no  pretence  to  that  honour.  The  ap- 
pellation of  Esq(uire  is  the  most  notoriously  abused 
in  this  kind,  of  any  class  amongst  men  ;  insomuch, 
that  it  is  become  almost  the  Subject  of  derision :  but 
I  will  be  bold  to  say,  this  behaviour  towards  it  pro-^ 
ceeds  from  the  ignorance  of  the  people  in  its  true 
origin.  I  shall,  therefore,  as  briefly  as  possible,  do 
myself  and  all  true  Esquires  the  justice  to  look  into 
antiquity  upon  this  subject'. 

In  the  first  ages  of  the  world,  before  the  invention  of 
jointures  and  settlements,^  when  the  noble  passion  of 
love  had  possession  of  the  hearts  of  men,  and  the 
fair  sex  were  not  yet  cultivated  into  the  merciful 
disposition  which  they  have  showed  in  latter  centu- 
ries, it  Was  naturial  for  great  atid  heroic  spirits  to 
retire  to  rivulets,  woods,  and  caves,  to  lament  their 
destiny,  and  the  cruelty  of  the  fair  persons  who 
were  deaf  to  their  lamentations.  The  hero  in  this 
distress  Was  generally  in  armour,  and  in  a  readiness 
to  fight  any  man  he  met  with,  especially  if  distin- 
guished by  any  extraordinary  qualifications  :  it  being 
the  nature  of  heroic  love  to  hate  all  merit,  lest  it 
should  come  within  the  observation  of  the  cruel  one 
by  whom  its  own  perfections  are  neglected.  A  lover 
of  this  kind  had  always  about  him  a  person  of  a  se- 
cond value,  and  subordinate  to  him,  who  could  hear 
his  afflictions,  carry  an  enchantment  for  his  wounds, 
hold  his  helmet  when  he  was  eating  (if  ever  he  did 
eat),  or  in  his  absence,  when  he  was  retired  to  his 
apartment  in  any  king's  palace,  tell  the  prince  him- 
self,  or  perhaps  his  daughter,  the  birth,  parentage, 
and  adventures  of  his  valiant  master.  This  trusty 
companion  was  styled  his  Esquire,  and  was  always 
fit  for  any  ofiices  about  himj.  was  as  gentle  and 

^  See  Sdden^s  *  Titles  of  Honour,'  part  ii.  chap.  v.  p.  850. 
VOL.  I.  M 
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^haste  as  a  gentleman-usher,  quick  and  active  ai»  an 
equerry,  smooth  and  eloquent  as  a  master  of  the 
ceremonies.  A  man  thus  qualified  was  the  fii^t,  as 
the  ancients  affirm,  who  was  called  an  Esquire ;  and 
none  without  these  accomplishments  ought  to  assume 
our  order  :  but,  to  the  utter  disgrace  and  confusion 
of  the  heralds,  every  pretender  is  admitted  into  this 
fraternity,  even  persons  the  most  foreign  to  this 
courteous  institution.  I  have  taken  an  inventory 
of  all  within  this  city,  and  looked  over  every  letter 
in  the  Post-office  for  my  better  information.  There 
are  of  the  Middle  Temple,  including  all  in  the  but- 
tery-books, and  in  the  lists  of  the  house,  five  thou- 
sand^. In  the  Inner,  four  thousand  ^  In  the  King's 
Bench  Walks,  the  whole  buildings  are  inhabited  by 
Esquires  only.  The  adjacent  street  of  Essex,  from 
Morris's  coflfee-house",  and  the  turning  towards  the 
Grecian,  you  cannot  meet  one  who  is  not  an  Esquire, 
till  you  take  water.  Every  house  in  Norfolk  and 
Arundel-streets  is  governed  also  by  a  Squire,  or 
his  Lady :  Soho-square,  Bloomsbury-square,  and  all 
other  places  where  the  floors  rise  above  nine  feet, 
are  so  many  universities,  where  you  enter  youraelves, 
and  become  of  our  order.  However,  if  this  were 
the  worst  of  the  evil,  it  were  to  be  supported,  be- 
cause they  are  generally  men  of  some  figure  and 
use  J  though  I  know  no  pretence  they  have  to  an 
honour  which  had  its  rise  from  chivalry.  But  if  you 
travel  into  the  counties  of  Great  Britain,  we  are 
still  more  imposed  upon  by  innovation.  We  are 
indeed  derived  from  the  field  j  but  shall  that  give 
title  to  all  that  ride  mad  after  foxes,  that  halloo  when 
they  see  an  hare,  or  venture  their  necks  full  speed 

k  In  Original  Tatler,  4000. 
1  In  Original  Tatler,  5000. 
>»  Morris's  cofiee*house  was  in  the  Strand.    P. 
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after  an  hawk,  immediately  to  commence  Esquires? 
No;  our  order  is  temperate,  cleanly,  sober,  and 
chaste ;  but  these  rural  Esquires  commit  immodesties 
upon  hay-cocks,  wear  shirts  half  a  week,  and ,  are 
drunk  twice  a-day.  These  men  are  also  to  the  l^st 
degree,  excessive  in  their  food :  an  Esquire  of  Nor- 
folk eats  two  pounds  of  dumpling  every  meal,  as  if 
obliged  to  it  by  our  order  :  an  Esquire  of  Hampshire 
is  as  ravenous  in  devouring  hogs*  flesh  :  one  of  Essex 
has  as  little  mercy  on  calves.  But  I  must  take  the 
liberty  to  protest  against  them,  and  acquaint  those 
persons,  that  it  is  not  the  quantity  they  eat,  but 
the  manner  of  eating,  that  shows  Esquire.  But^ 
above  all,  I  am  most  offended  at  small  quillmen  and 
transcribing  clerks,  who  are  all  come  into  our  order, 
for  no  reason  that  I  know  of,  but  that  they  can  easily 
flourish  it  at  the  end  of  their  name.  I  will  undertake 
that,  if  you  read  the  superscriptions  to  all  the  offices 
in  the  kingdom,  you  will  not  find  three  letters  di- 
rected to  any  but  Esquires.  I  have  myself  a  couple 
of  clerks,  and  the  rogues  make  nothing  of  leaving 
messages  upon  each  other's  desk :  one  directs  *  To 
Degory  Goosequill,  Esquire  j'  to  which  the  other 
replies  by  a  note,  *  ToNehemiah  Dashwell,  Esquire, 
with  respect  ;*  in  a  word,  it  is  now  Populw  Armige" 
forum,  a  people  of  Esquires.  And  I  do  not  know 
but,  by  the  late  act  of  naturalization",  foreigners 
will  assume  that  title  as  part  of  the  immunity  of 

n  <  n  faut  un  acte  expres  de  Parlement  pour  obtenir  le  droit  naturel  en 
Angleterre.  On  avoit  fait  alors  une  Loi  generale,  par  laquelle  on  pouyoit 
nquerir  ce  droit  dans  toutes  les  cours  de  justice.  Cette  faveur  etoit  I'ouvrage 
.des  WlugB  ponr  les  Fran9ois  Refugiez,  dont  la  plOpart  profiterent.,  L^ 
parlement  Tory  de  1711  revoquer  cette  loi.' — Babillard. 

*  If  the  whigs  were  now  restored  to  power,  the  bill  (for  a  general  natu- 
HEiKzation)  now  to  be  repealed,  would  then  be  re-enacted,  and  the  birth- 
right of  an  Englishman  reduced  again  to  the  value  of  twelve-pence.' — 
Examiner,  vol.  L  No.  26. 

M  2 
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heing  Englishme».  AB  these  improprieties  flow 
from  the  negligence  of  the  Heralds*-office.  Those 
gentlemen  in  party-coloured  habits  do  not  so  rightly, 
as  they  ought,  understand  themselves  ;  though  they 
are  dressed  cap-a-pee  in  hieroglyphics^  they  are  in- 
wardly but  ignorant  men.  I  asked  an  acquaintance 
of  mine,  who  is^  a  man  of  wit,  but  of  no  fortune, 
and  is  fcwrced  to  appear  as  jack-pudding  on  the 
stage  to  a  mountebank :  *  Pr*ythee,  Jack,  why  is 
your  coat  of  so  many  colours  7^  He  replied,  I  act 
a  fool  J  and  this  spotted  dress  is  to  signify,  that  every 
man  living  has  a  weak  place  about  him ;  for  I  am 
Knight  of  the  Shire,  and  represent  you  all.'  I  wish 
the  heralds  would  know  as  well  as  this  man  does,  in 
his  way,  that  they  are  to  act  for  us  in  the  case  of  our 
arms  and  appellationsf :  we  should  not  then  be  jum- 
bled together  in  so  promiscuous  and  absurd  a  manner. 
I  design  to  take  this  matter  into  farther  considera- 
tion j  and  no  man  shaU  be  received  as  an  Esquire 
who  cannot  bring  a  certificate  that  he  has  conquered 
some  lady's  obdurate  heart ;  that  he  can  lead  up  a 
country-dance;  or  carry  a  Message  between  her  arid 
her  lover,  with  address,  secresy,  and  diligence.  A 
Squire  is  properly  bom  for  the  service  of  the  sey> 
and  his  credentials  shall  be  signed  by  three  toasts 
and  one  prude,  before  Us  title  shall  be  received  in 
•my  office. 

•   '  wile's  COfFlSE-HOtTffi,  MAT  29. 

On  Saturday  last  was  presented  Hie  Busy  Body,  a 
comedy,  written  (as  I  have  heretofore  remarked)  by 
a  woman".  The  plot  and  incidents  of  the  play  are 
laid  with  that  subtilty  of  spirit  which  is  peculiar  to 
females  of  wit,  and  is  very  seldom  well  performed  by 
those  of  the  other  sex,  in  whom  crafl  in  love  i&  an 

•  By  Mrsr  Ceiitlivre,^8ce  Tatler,  No,  15.  and  note. 
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act  of  invention,  and  not,  as  with  womeo,  thie  effect 
of  nature  and  instinct. 

To-moiTow  will  be  acted  a  pjay,  called  The  Trip 
to  the  Jubilee  ^  This  performan^^e  is  the  greatest 
instance  th^t  wfi  can  haye  of  the  irresistible  force  of 
proper  action.  The  dialogue  in  itself  has  something 
too  low  to  bear  a  criticism  upon  it ;  but  Mr.  Wilks 
enters  intp  the  pj^rt  with  50  much  skill,  that  th^  gal- 
lantry, the  youth,  and  gaiety  of  a  young  man  of 
a  plentiful  fortune,  are  looked  upon  with  as  much 
ijadulgence  on  the  stag^  as  in  rpal  life,  without  any  of 
those  intermixtures  of  wit  and  humour  which  usually 
prepossess  u^  w  fayoujr  of  such  characters  in  other 
playsi. 

ST.  JAM£8*3  COFFEE-HOUSiE,  MAY  25^ 

Lettei^s  frx)m  the  Hague  of  the  23d  instant  N.S, 
«ay,  Mr.  Walpole^  (who  is  since  arrived)  was  going 
with  all  expedition  to  Great  Britain,  whither  they 
doubted  not  but  he  carried  with  him  the  preU- 
liminaries  to  a  treaty  of  peace.  The  French  mi- 
nister, monsieur  Torcy,  has  been  observed,  in  this 
whole  negociation,  to  turn  his  discourse  upon  the 
calamities  sent  down  by  Heayen  upon  France,  and 
imputed  the  necessities  they  were  under  to  the  im- 
mediate hand  of  Providence,  in  inflicting  a  general 
scarcity  of  provision,  rather  than  the  superior  genius 
of  the  generals,  or  the  bravery  pf  the  armies  against 
them.  It  would  be  impious  not  to  acknowledge  the 
indulgence  of  Heaven  to  us  ;  but  at  the  same  time 
jas  we  are  to  love  our  enemies,  we  are  glad  to  see 

P  The  author  of  *  The  Trip  to  the  Jubilee/  Mr.  George  Farquhar, 
joiakes  a  modest  pun  upon  hunself,  and  confesses  *  That  there  are  a  great 
many  trips  in  the  play/— ^See  Tatler^No.  5,  and  note. 

4  Horatio  Walpole,  secretary  to  the  embassy  at  the  Hague,  brother  pf 
^  Robert,  and  afterwards  lord  W^pple,  author  of  many  political  piejpes^ 
pf  which  there  is  an  accouut  in  Walpple's  ^  Cat(dpgue  of  Royal  and  Nobl« 
Authors/  vol  ii,  p«  151, 
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them  mortified  enough  to  mix  Cfhristianity  with  their 
politics.  An  authentic  letter  from  madam  Mainte- 
non  to  monsieur  Torcy  has  been  stolen  by  a  person 
about  him,  who  has  communicated  a  copy  of  it  to 
some  of  the  dependants  of  a  minister  of  the  allies. 
That  epistle  is  writ  in  the  most  pathetic  manner 
imaginable,  and  in  a  style  which  shows  her  genius, 
that  has  so  long  engrossed  the  heart  of  this  great 
monarch'. 

*  SIR, 

*  I  received  yours,  and  am  sensible  of  the 
address  and  capacity  with  which  you  have  have  hither- 
to  transacted  the  great  affair  under  your  management. 
You  will  observe,  that  our  wants  here  are  not  to  be 
concealed :  and  that  it  is  vanity  to  use  artifices  with  the 
knowing  men  with  whom  you  are  to  deal.  Let  me 
beg  you,  therefore,  in  this  representation  of  our  cir- 
cumstances, to  lay  aside  art,  which  ceases  to  be  such 
when  it  is  seen,  and  make  use  of  all  your  skill  to  gain 
us  what  advantages  you  can  from  the  enemy's  jealousy 
of  each  other's  greatness  j  which  is  the  place  where 
only  you  have  room  for  any  dexterity.  If  you  have 
any  passion  for  your  unhappy  country,  or  any  affec- 
tion for  your  distressed  master,  come  home  with 
peace.  Oh  heaven !  do  I  live  to  talk  of  Lewis  the 
Great,  as  the  object  of  pity  ?  The  king  shows  a 
great  uneasiness  to  be  informed  of  all  that  passes : 
but  at  the  same  time,  is  fearful  of  every  one  who 
appears  in  his  presence,  lest  he  should    bring   an 

.  JT  « Cette  lettre  est  purement  d'invention.  Je  n'ai  d*autre  vue  en  la 
taraduisent  que  de  faire  voir  de  quelle  maniere  on  parloit  alors  en  Angle- 
terre  de  I'etat  de  la  France,  et  de  quelle  maniere  parlent  tout  les  peuples 
dans  la  prosperity.* — Babillard.  From  this  it  would  seem,  that  this  letter 
of  M.  Maintenon  was  originally  written  in  English,  and  probably  Steele 
was  both  the  editor  and  author  of  it.  It  seems  to  have  been  ajeu  d* esprit 
of  the  same  nature  as  Mr.  Walpole's  celebrated  French  letter  of  the  king 
of  Prussia  to  Rousseau. 
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account  of  some  new  calamity.  I  know  not  in  what 
terms  to  represent  my  thoughts  to  you,  when  I  speak 
of  the  king,  with  relation  to  his  bodily  health.  Figure 
to  yourself  that  immortal  man,  who  stood  in  our 
public  places  represented  with  trophies,  armour,  and 
terrors,  on  his  pedestal :  consider,  the  invincible,  the 
great,  the  good,  the  pious,  the  mighty,  which  were 
the  usual  epithets  we  gave  him,  both  in  our  language 
and  thoughts.  I  say,  consider  him  whom  you  knew 
the  most  glorious  and  great  of  monarchs,  and  now 
think  you  see  the  same  man  an  unhappy  lazar,  in  the 
lowest  circumstances  of  human  nature  itself,  without 
regard  to  the  state  from  whence  he  is  fallen.  I  write 
from  his  bedside :  he  is  at  present  in  a  slumber.  I  have 
many  many  things  to  add ;  but  my  tears  flow  too  fast, 
and  my  sorrow  is  too  big  for  utterance '.     I  am,  &c.' 

There  is  such  a  veneration  due  from  all  men  to  the 
persons  of  princes,  that  it  were  a  sort  of  dishonesty 
to  represent  farther  the  condition  which  the  king  is 
in  ;  but  it  is  certain,  that,  soon  after  the  receipt  of 
these  advices,  monsieur  Torcy  waited  upon  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  lord  Townshend ; 
and  in  that  conference  gave  up  many  points,  which 
he  had  before  said  were  such  as  he  must  return  to 
France  before  he  could  answer. 


No.  20.  THURSDAY,  May  26,  1709.» 

Qidcquid  tigurU  homines  — 

—  nostri  est  farrago  libeUi,  Juv.  Sat.  L  85,  S6. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


white's  coffee-house,  may  24. 

It  is  not  to  %e  imagined  how  far  prepossession  will 

•  See  Tatler,  Nos.  23.  24,  and  26. 

*  Abdison's  and  Steele's. —  On  Tickell's  authority— *This  paper  seems 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r 


les  THE  TATLER.  No.  20. 

run  away  with  people's  understandings,  in  cases 
wherein  they  are  under  present  uneasiness.  The 
fallowing  narration  is  a  sufficient  testimony  of  the 
truth  of  this  observation  : 

J  had  the  honour  the  other  day  of  a  visit  from  a 
gentlewoman  (a  stranger  to  me)  who  seemed  to  be 
about  thirty.  Her  complexion  is  brown ;  but  the  air 
of  her  face  has  an  agreeableness  which  surpasses  the 
beauties  of  the  fairest  women.  There  appeared  in 
her  look  aijd  mien  a  sprightly  health  ;  and  her  eyes 
had  top  much  vivacity  to  become  the  language  of 
complaint,  which  she  began  to  enter  into.  She  seemed 
sensible  of  it ;  and  therefore,  with  downcast  looks, 
said  she,  *  Mr.  BickerstafF,  you  see  before  you  the 
ynhappiest  of  women;  and  therefore,  as  you  are 
esteemed  by  all  the  world  both  a  great  civilian,  as  well 
as  an  astrologer,  I  must  desire  your  advice  and  assist- 
ance, in  putting  me  in  a  method  of  obtaining  a  divorce 
frooi  a  marriage,  which  I  know  the  law  will  pronounce 
void/  *  Madam,'  said  I,  *  your  grievance  is  of  such 
a  nature,  that  you  must  be  very  ingenuous  in  repre- 
senting the  causes  of  ypur  complaint,  or  I  canpot 
give  you  the  satisfaction  you  desire.'  *  Sir,'  she 
answers,  *  I  believe  there  would  be  no  need  of  half 
your  skill  in  the  art  of  divination,  to  gues3  why  a  wo- 
man would  part  from  her  husband.'  *  It  is  true,'  said 
I ;  *  but  suspicions,  or  guesses,  at  what  you  mean,  nay 
certainty  of  it,  except  you  plainly  speak  it,  are  no 
foundation  for  a  formal  suit.  She  clapped  her  fan 
before  her  face  j  *  my  husband,'  said  she,  *  is  no  more 


to  be  in  the  number  of  those  written  by  Addison  and  Steele  in  conjunction. 
That  part  of  it  seems  to  have  belonged  to  Addison,  which  Mr.  Tickeil  has 
reprinted  in  his  edition  of  Addison'?  ^  Works.'  It  was  ptobably  ascribed  tp 
Addison,  in  the  list  which  Steele  gave  to  Mr.  Tickeil ;  but  the  first  part  of 
it,  is  ascribed  to  Swift,  in  the  transcript  from  the  notes  of  C,  9yron^  esq. ; 
mentioned,  Tatler,  No.  74.  npte, 
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aa  husband'  (here  she  burst  into  tears)  than  one-  of 
jthe  Italian  singers.' 

'  Madam/  said  I,  ^  the  affliction  you  complain  of 
is  to  be  redressed  by  Jaw ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
sider what  mortifications  you  are  to  go  through,  in 
bringing  it  into  open  court ;  how  will  you  be  able 
to    bear   the   impertinent  whispers  of  the   people 
present   at   the  trial,   the  licentious  reflections   of 
the  pleaders,   and  the  interpretations  that  will  in 
general  be  put  upon  your  conduct  by  all  the  world  ? 
*  How  little  (will  they  say)  could  that  lady  commwid 
her  passions  i'     Besides,  consider,  that  curbing  our 
desires  is  the  greatest  glory  we  can  arrive  at  in  this 
world,  and  will  be  most  rewarded  in  the  next/     She 
answered,  like  a  prudent  matron :  *  Sir,  if  you  please 
to  remember  the  office  of  matrimony,  the  first  cause 
of  its  institution  is  that  of  having  posterity  °.  There* 
fore,  as  to  the  curbing  desires,  I  am  willing  to  under* 
go  any  abstinence  from  food  as  you  please  to  enjoin 
jne ;  but  I  cannot,  with  any  quiet  of  mind,  live  in 
the  neglect  of  a  necessary  duty,  and  an  express  com^ 
mandment,  increase  and  multiply.     Observing  she 
was  learned,  and  knew  so  well  the  duties  of  life,  I 
turned  my  argunfients  rather  to  dehort  her  from  this 
public  procedure  by  examples  than  precepts.     '  Do 
but  consider,  madam,  what  crowds  of  beauteous 
women  live  in  nunneries,  secluded  for  ever  from  the 
sight  and  conversation  of  men,  with  all  the  alacrity 
of    spirit   imaginable ;     they  spend  their  time  in 
heavenly  raptures,  in  constant  and  frequent  devotions, 
and  at  proper  hours  in  agreeable  conversations.'  *  Sir,' 
3aid  she  hastily,  *  tell  not  me  of  Papists,  or  any  of 
their  idolatries.'     *  Well  then.  Madam,  consider  how 

■  '  It  is  possible/  says  the  Annotator  on  the  Tatler/ '  for  a  married  person 
who  h|u  no  issue  to  have  a  posterity,  for  nephews  are  reckoned  ajnon^  oiw 
potteri*    Annotations  on  (he  Tatler,  part.  L  p.  66, 
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inany  fine  ladies  live  innocently  in  the  eye  of  the 
world,  and  this  gay  town,  in  the  midst  of  temptation: 
there  is  the  witty*  Mrs.  W —  is  a  virgin  of  forty- 
four,  Mrs.  T — ^s  is  thirty-nine,  Mrs.  L-r-ce  thirty- 
three  :  yet  you  see  they  laugh,  and  are  gay,  at  the 
park,  at  the  play-house,  at  balls,  and  at  visits ;  and  so 
much  at  ease,  that  all  this  seems  hardly  a  self-denial/ 

*  Mr.  Bickerstafl^*  said  she,  with  some  emotion,  *  you 
are  an  excellent  casuist ;  but  the  last  word  destroyed 
your  whole  argument ;  if  it  is  not  self-denial,  it  is  no 
virtue.  I  presented  you  with  an  half-guinea,  in  hopes 
not  only  to  have  my  conscience  eased,  but  my  fortune 
told.  Yet' — *  Well,  Madam,'  said  I,  *  pray  of  what 
age  is  your  husband  ?'  *  He  is,*  replied  my  injured 
client,  *  fifty ;  and  I  have  been  his  wife  fifteen  years.* 

*  How  happened  it  you  never  communicated  your 
distress,  in  all  this  time,  to  yoiu:  friends  and  relations?* 
She  answered,  *  He  has  been  thus  but  a  fortnight* 
I  am  the  most  serious  man  in  the  world  to  look  at, 
and  yet  could  not  forbear  laughing  out.  ^  Why, 
Madam,  in  case  of  infirmity  which  proceeds  only  from 
age,  the  law  gives  no  remedy.*  *  Sir,*  said  she,  *  I 
find  you  have  no  more  learning  than  Dr.  Case  ^ ;  and 
I  am  told  of  a  young  man,  not  five  and  twenty,  just 
come  from  Oxford,  to  whom  I  will  communicate  this 
whole  matter,  and  doubt  not  but  he  will  appear  to 
have  seven  times  more  useful  and  satisfactory  know- 
ledge than  you  and  all  your  boasted  family.*  Thus  I 
have  entirely  lost  my  client :  but  if  this  tedious  nar- 
rative preserves  Pastorella  *  from  the  intended  mar- 
riage with  one  twenty  years  her  senior — to  save  a  fine 
lady,  I  am  contented  to  have  my  learning  decried, 

*  That  young  unmarried  ladies  were  not  at  this  time  distinguished  by  the 
title  of  Mssy  see  the  notes  on  Tatler,  Nos.  10.  and  is. 
y  See  Tatler.  No.  240.  and  note;  and  Supplement  tp  Swift,  voL  ii.  p.  339. 
s  See  Tatler,  Nos.  9.  13.  and  16., 
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and  my  predictions  bound  up  \nth  Poor  RolHn^s 
Almanacks  \ 

will's  coffee-hoitse,  may  25. 

This  evening  was  acted  the  Recruiting  OflScer  \  in 
which  Mr.  Estcourt's  proper  sense  and  observation  is 
what  supports  the  play.  There  is  not,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  the  humour  hit  in  Seqeant  Kite ;  but  it  is 
admirably  supplied  by  his  action.  If  I  have  skill  to 
judge,  that  man  is  an  excellent  actor ;  but  the  crowd 
of  the  audience  are  fitter  for  representations  at 
May-fair  %    than  a  theatre-royal.     Yet  that  fair  is 

A  Poor  Robin  began  to  publish  his  almanack  early  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
and  still  continues  delectare  etprodetse.  In  this  particular  he  takes  prece- 
dence of  his  fellow-labourer  Francis  Moore,  who  has  been  a  writer  only  one 
hundred  and  six  years.  Honest  Partridge,  whose  natural  life  was  of  shorter 
duration,  continues  annually  to  instruct  us  from  the  shades.  See  Dr. 
King's  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 1 5.    N. 

^A  comedy  by  Mr.  Farqubar.  See  Spectator,  Nos.  358.  and  468.  Sec 
also  Tatler,  No.  51.  where  Estcourt  is  mentioned  under  the  name  of  Tom 
Bfirrour. 

The  following  information  was  procured  from  an  old  lady  in  Shrewsbury, 
who  well  remembered  Farquhar  on  a  recuiting  party  in  that  town,  where 
he  continued  some  time,  long  enough  to  write  his  play.  It  was  communi- 
eated  to  Dr.  Percy,  the  bishop  of  Dromore,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  £.  Blake- 
way,  dated  Shrewsbury,  July  4,  1765.  Mr.  Blakeway  had  it  from  the  old 
lady  herself,  and  from  his  orig^al  letter  it  is  here  faithfully  transcribed  : 

'  The  characters  in  this  play  have  not  much  singularity ;  but  the  author, 
in  delineating  them,  had  living  originals  in  his  eye. 

'  Justice  Balance  was  a  Mr.  Berkley,  then  recorder  of  the  town. 

*  Mr.  Hill,  an  inhabitant  of  Shrewsbury,  was  one  of  the  other  justices. 

*  Mr.  Worthy  was  a  Mr.  Owen,  of  Rusason,  on  the  borders  of  Shrop- 
shire. 

'  Captain  Plume,  was  Farquhar  himself. 

*  Brazen,  was,  to  the  lady,  unknown. 

*  Melinda  was  a  Miss  Hamage  of  Belsadine,  near  the  Wreken. 

*  Sylvia  was  a  Miss  Berkley,  daughter  of  the  recorder  of  Shrewsbury 
above  mentioned. 

*  The  story  supposed  to  be  the  author's  invention.' 

«  This  fair  was  granted  by  king  James  II.  under  the  great  seal,  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  reign,  to  sir  John  Coell  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  in  trust 
for  Henry  lord  Dover  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  to  be  held  in  the  field  called 
Brook-field,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  Westminster,  to  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  May,  and  to  continue  fifteen  days  yearly.  It  soon  became  the 
resort  of  the  idle,  the  dissipated,  and  the  profligate,  insomuch  that  the 
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now  broke,    as  well  as  the  theatre  is  breaking: 

but  it  is  allowed  still  to  sell  animals  there.  There- 
peace-officers  were  frequently  opposed  in  the  performance  of  their  duty ; 
and,  in  the  year  1702,  John  Cooper,  one  of  the  constables,  was  killed,  for 
which  a  fendng-inaster,  named  Copk,  was  executed.  In  Noyember,  Dep 
cember,  January,  And  Pebn^ary^  1708»  the  grand  jury  at  Westminster  pr^ 
sented,  *  as  a  public  nuisan.ce  ^nd  inconvenience,  the  yearly  riotous  and 
tumultuous  aissembly,  in  a  place  called  Brook-field,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Martin  in  the  Fidds,  in  this  pounty,  called  May-fair;  in  which  place  many 
loose,  idle,  and  disorderly  persons  did  rendezvous  and  draw  and  seduce 
young  persons,  servants,  and  others,  to  meet  there,  to  game,  and  commit 
lewdness,  and  disorderly  practices,  to  the  great  corruption  and  debauchery 
of  th^  virtue  and  morals,'  &c.  A  pamphlet  was  also  m  the  same  year 
published,  entitled,  *  Reasons  for  suppressing  the  yearly  fair  in  Brook-field, 
Westminster,  commonly  called  May-fair.' 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  MS.  letter  of  Mr.  Brian  Fairfax, 
juuior,  dated  17P1.  *l  wish  you  had  been  at  May-fair,  where  the  rope- 
dancing  would  have  recompensed  your  labour.  All  the  nobility  in  town 
were  there,  ^d  I  am  sure  even  you,  at  your  years,  must  have  had  your  youth- 
ful wishes,  to  have  beheld  the  beauty,  shape,  and  activity  of  lady  Mary  whe^ 
she  daaeed.  Pray  ask  my  lord  F — x  after  her,  who,  though  not  the  only  lord 
by  twenty,  was  every  night  an  admirer  of  h^r,  while  the  fiur  lasted.  There 
was  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  well  worth  your  seeing;  every  street,  evory 
individual  house  was  carved  in  wood,  in  exact  proportion  o^e  to  another ; 
the  Stadt-house  was  as  big  as  your  h^d;  the  whole,  though  an  irregv^ 
figure,  yet,  that  you  may  guess  about  ten  yards  diameter.  Here  was  a  boy  to 
be  seen,  that  within  one  of  his  eyes  had  Dew  mens  in  capital  letters,  as  ^aia 
iw  (jruUelmus  is  on  half  a^K^rown ;  round  the  other,  he  had  in  Hebrew,  TtW 
but  this  you  must  take  as  I  did,  upon  trust.  I  am  now  drinking  your  health 
at  Locket's,' therefore  do  me  justice  ip  Yorkshire.'    Signed  B.  F. 

There  are  two  representations  of  a  dancer  in  the  slyle  above-mentioned, 
called  the  famous  Dutch-woman,  marked  64.  and  66,  in  *  The  cries  of 
London,  drawn  afi;er  the  life>  in  74  coI^er-pl^tes•'  Lpndpn,  1711,  m 
fplio, 

'Tis  Shakspear^s  play,  and  if  these  scenes  miscarry. 
Let  Gormui  take  the  stage,  or  lady  Mary. 

Lansdowne,  EpU,  to  *  The  Jew  of  Venice.' 

Gorman,  here  mentioned  with  his  fi^male  ropeniancer,  was  a  noted  bruisef 
and  prize-$ghter.  He  is  piendoned  in  Tatler,  No.  31.  as  one  of  the 
greatest  men  in  Great  Britain,  during  his  reign. 

'  By  authority,  [The  royal  arms,  and  W.  R.  at  top.]  In  May-fair,  at  the 
arms  of  Amsterdam,  will  be  shown,  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  persons  of 
quality  and  others,  a  most  curious  and  exact  model  of  that  famous  city, 
bdng  three  feet  long,  and  26  feet  broad,  with  all  the  churches,  chapelsi 
stadt-house,  noble  buildings,  streets,  rivers,  canals,  walks,  avenues,  &c.  most 
exactly  built  to  admiration.  In  short  the  situation  and  representation  of 
the  whole  city,  is  performed  with  suph  uuparalleled  art  and  ingenuity  99 
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fore  S  if  any  lady  or  gentleman  have  occasion  for  a 
tame  elephant,  let  them  inquire  of  Mr.  Finketkman  % 
who  has  one  to  dispose  of  at  a  reasonable  rate.  The 
downM '  of  May-fair  has  quite  sunk  the  price  of  this 
noblcE  creature,  as  well  as  of  many  other  curiosities 
of  nature.  A  tiger  will  sell  almost  as  cheap  as  an 
ox  ;  and  I  am  credibly  informed,  a  man  may  purchase 
a  cat  with  three  legs,  for  very  near  the  value  of  one 
/with  fpur.  I  hear  likewise  that  there  is  a  great  deso- 
lation among  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  were  the 
ornaments  of  the  town,  and  used  to  shine  in  plumes 
and  diadems  }  the  heroes  being  most  of  them  pressed, 
and  the  queens  beating  hemp,  Mrs.  Sarabrand,  so 
famous  for  her  ingenious  puppet-show,  has  set  up  a 
shop  in  the  Exchange,  where  she  sells  her  little  troop 
under  the  term  of  jointed  babies.     I  could  not  but 

gave  wonderfiil  satifi&ction  to  the  States-General  of  the  United  ProTinces, 
and  all  others  who  have  ever  seen  it  This  great  piece  of  work  was 
twdve  years  in  finishing,  and  cost  a  vast  sum  of  money.  The  like  never 
seen  in  England.'    Harl.  Cat.  5951,  in  folio.    British  Museuin. 

Fairfax's  letter  is  dated  from  Locket^ t,  a  famous  ordinary,  at  or  near 
Charing-cross,  often  mentioned  in  the  plays  of  Gibber,  Vanbrugh,  &c^ 
where  the  scene  sometimes  is  laid.  It  was  much  frequented  by  or  George 
Etherege,  as  appears  from  the  following  anecdotes,  picked  up  at  the  British 
Museum.  Sir  G,  Etherege,  and  his  company,  *  provoked  by  something 
amiss  in  the  entertainment,  or  attendance,  got  into  a  violent  passion,  and 
abused  the  waiters.  This  brought  in  Mrs.  Locket ;  we  are  so  provoked, 
sud  sir  George,  that  even  I  could  find  in  my  heart  to  pull  the  nosegay  out 
of  your  bosom,  and  throw  the  flowers  in  your  face.*  This  tiuned  all  thdr 
anger  into  jest. 

Sir  G.  Etherege  discontinued  Locket's  ordinary,  having  run  up  a  scort^ 
which  he  could  not  conveniently  discharge.  Mrs.  Locket  sent  one  to  dun 
him,  and  to  threaten  him  with  a  prosecution.  He  bid  the  messenger  tell 
her,  that  he  woulc^kiss  her,  if  she  stirred  a  step  in  it.  When  this  answer 
was  brought  back,  she  called  for  her  hood  and  scarf,  and  told  her  husband, 
who  interposed,  that  *  she'd  see  if  there  was  any  fellow  alive  that  had  the 
impudence.'  *  Pr'ythee,  my  dear,  don't  be  so  rash,  said  her  husband,  you 
don't  know  what  a  man  may  do  in  his  passion.'    MSS.  Birch.  4221. 

^  The  remainder  of  the  paper  was  written  by  Addison,  who  did  not  re* 
Cum  fix>m  Ireland  until  the  stii  of  September  in  this  year,  1709. 

•  See  Tatler,  No.  4,  and  note. 

'  See  ibidem. 
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be  solicitous  to  know  of  her,  how  she  had  di^osed  of 
that  rake-hell  Punch,  phose  lewd  life  and  conversa^ 
tion  had  given  so  much  scandal,  and  did  not  Sr  little 
contribute  to  the  ruin  of  the  fair.  She  told  me,  with 
a  sigh,  *  That,  despairing  of  ever  reclaiming  him, 
she  would  not  offer  to  place  him  in  a  civil  family,  but 
got  him  in  a  post  upon  a  stall  in  Wapping,  where  he 
may  be  seen  from  sun-rising  to  sun-setting,  with  a 
glass  in  one  hand,  and  a  pipe  in  the  other,  as  sentry  to 
a  brandy-shop  h*  The  great  revolutions  of  this  nature 
bring  to  my  mind  the  distresses  of  the  unfortunate 
Camilla  ^  who  has  had  the  ill  luck  to  break  before 


8  *  Italian  operas,  so  fashionable  at  this  time,  'were,'  says  Chetwood» 
*  too  much  supported  by  the  excellent  voice  and  judgment  of  Mrs.  Tofts : 
but  such  an  odd  medley  ! — Mrs.  Tofts,  a  mere  Englishwoman,  in  the  part 
of  Camilla,  courted  by  Nicolini  in  Italian,  witiiout  understanding  one 
syllable  each  other  said,  or  sung;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  Valentini, 
courting  amorously  in  the  same  language  a  Dutchwoman  that  could  speak 
neither  English  nor  Italian,  committed  murder  on  our  good  old  English 
'with  as  little  understanding  as  a  parrot.*  Chetwood's  *  General  History 
of  the  Stage.'    See  Tatler,Nos.  1.  4.  and  115. 

^  Mrs.  Tofts,  who  performed  Camilla  in  the  opera  of  that  name,  was  the 
daughter  of  a  person  in  the  family  of  bishop  Burnet.  She  lived  at  the 
introduction  of  the  opera  into  this  kingdom,  and  sang  with  Nicolini.  Not 
understanding  Italian,  she  chaunted  h^  recitative  in  English,  in  answer  to 
Jus  Italian;  but  the  charms  of  their  voices  overcame  the  absurdity. 
Cibber  observes,  that  *  whatever  defect  the  fashionably  skilful  might  find 
In  her  manner,  she  had,  in  the  general  sense  of  her  spectators,  clrarms  that 
few  of  the  most  learned  singers  ever  arrive  at.'    Apology,  p.  226. 

.  *  In  the  meridian  of  her  beauty,  and  possessed  of  a  large  sum  of  money, 
which  she  had  acquired  by  singing,  Mrs.  Tofts  quitted  the  stage  and  was 
quarried  to  Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  a  gentleman ;  w^o  being  appointed  consul 
fi>r.the  En^h  nation  at  Venice,  she  went  thither  with  him.  Mr.  Smith 
was  a  great  collector  of  books,  and  patron  of  the  arts ;  he  procured  en- 
gravings to  be  made  from  pictures  and  designs  of  Amiconi,  Marco  Ricci, 
Piazetta,  and  other  masters.  He  lived  in  great  state  and  magnificence ;  but 
the  disorder  of  his  wife  returning,  she  dwelt  sequestered  fi*om  the  world  in 
•remote  part  of  the  house,  and  had  a  lai^  garden  to  range  in,  in  which  she 
would  frequently  walk,  singing  and  giving  way  to  that  innocent  fren^ 
which  had  seized  her  in  the  earlier  part  of  her  life.'  Sir  J.  Hawkins, 
History  of.  Music,  voLL  p.  153.  She  died  about  the  year  1760. — See 
Supplement  to  Swift's  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  539»    N. 

*  La  celebre  Me.    Tofts,  apres  avoir  brilie  par  la  douceur  &  la  beaute  de 
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hef  voice,  and  to  disappear  at  a  time  when  her 
beauty  was  in  the  height  of  its  bloom.  This  lady 
entered  so  thoroughly  into  the  great  characters  she 
acted,  that  when  she  had  finished  her  part,  she  could 
not  think  of  retrenching  her  equipage,  but  would 
appear  in  her  own  lodgings  with  the  same  magnifi- 
cence that  she  did  upon  the  stage.  This  greatness 
of  soul  has  reduced  that  unhappy  princess  to  an  in- 
voluntary retirement,  where  she  now  passes  her  time 
among  the  woods  and  forests,  thinking  on  the  crowns 
and  sceptres  she  has  lost,  and  often  humming  over  in 
her  solitude, 

I  was  born  of  royal  race. 

Yet  must  wander  in  disgrace,  &c. ' 

But,  for  fear  of  being  over-heard,  and  her  quality 
known,  she  usually  sings  it  in  Italian, 

Nacqui  al  regno^  nacqui  al  tronOj 

Eper  sono 

I  venturata  pastorella. 

Since  I  have  touched  upon  this  subject,  I  shall 
communicate  to  my  reader  part  of  a  letter  I  have 
received  from  an  ingenious  friend  at  Amsterdam, 
whiere  there  is  a  very  noble  theatre ;  though  the 
manner  of  furnishing  it  with  actors  is  something  pe- 
culiar to  that  place,  and  gives  us  occasion  to  admire 
both  the  poUteness  and  frugality  of  the  people : — 

sa  Toix,  eut,  je  ne  sai  comment,  la  mortification  de  se  voir  negligee,  avant 
que  d'ayoir  perdu  les  agremens  qui  la  rendoient  si  fameuse.  De  chagrin, 
elle  prit  la  resolution  dialler  a  Rome  ou  Ton  dit  qu'elle  se  fit  l^apiste.  Le 
Pape  Clement  XI.  devant  qui  elle  chanta,  fut  charme  de  sa  yoix,  &  la 
Chronique  scandaleuse  en  publica  meme  quelque  chose  de  plus.'  Le  Ba- 
billard. 

&  The  English  and  Italian  lines  here  quoted  are  taken  firom  a  motley 
Anglo-Italian  dramatic  composition,  entitled  *  Camilla,'  an  Opera,  4to. 
1706.— -Anonymous;  but  in  the  Biog.  Dram,  it  is  ascribed  to  Owen  Mac 
Swiny,  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  dedication.  It  was  first  per« 
formed  at  Drury-lane,  and  afterwards  at  the  Haymarket. 
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^  My  friends  have  kept  me  here  a  week  longer  than 
ordinary,  to  see  one  of  their  plays,  which  was  per- 
formed last  night  with  great  applause.  The  actors 
are  all  of  them  tradesmen  j  who,  after  their  day's 
work  is  over,  earn  about  a  guilder  a-night  by  per- 
sonating kings  and  generals.  The  hero  of  the  tragedy 
I  saw  was  a  journeyman  tailor,  and  his  first  minister 
of  state  a  coffee-man.  The  empress  made  me  think 
of  Fkrthenope  in  The  Rehearsal ;    for  her  mother 

r  keeps  an  alehouse  in  the  suburbs  of  Amsterdam. 
When  the  tragedy  was  over,  they  entertained  us  with 
a  short  farce,  in  which  the  cobbler  did  his  part  to  a 
miracle;  but,  upon  inquiry,  I  found  he  had  really 
been  working  at  his  own  trade,  and  representing  on 

l^the  stage  what  he  acted  every  day  in  his  shop*  The 
profits  of  the  theatre  maintain  an  hospital ;  for  as  here 
they  do  not  think  the  profession  of  an  actor  the  only 
trade  that  a  man  ought  to  exercise ;  so  they  wiU  not 
allow  any  body  to  grow  rich  in  a  profession  that,  in 
their  opinion,  so  little  conduces  to  the  good  of  the 
commonwealth.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  your  play- 
houses  in  England  have  done  the  same  thing ;  for, 
unless  I  am  misinformed,  the  hospitsd  at  Dulwich  was 
erected  and  endowed  by  Mr.  Alleyn^  a  player:  and. 

^  Edward  Alleyn,  esq.  the  protodramatist  of  liis  time,  in  1614,  foundec^ 
raised,  and  built  an  hospital  at  Dulwich,  in  Surrey,  called  *  The  Collie  of 
God's  Gift,'  with  a  revenue  which,  in  1786,  was  reckoned  700/.  per  annum. 
It  consists  of  a  master  and  a  warden  (who  must  both  be  of  the  founder's 
name),  ¥dth  four  fellows,  three  of  them  to  be  ecclesiastics,  and  the  fourth 
an  organist;  twelve  aged  poor  people,  and  twelve  poor  children,  with  two 
schoolmasters,  and  a  chaplain.  They  have  very  good  chambers,  (fine  in 
common,  and  fare  plentiftilly.  He  died  in  1626,  aged  61,  and  was  buried 
in  the  chapel  of  his  own  college,  which  flourishes  with  great  improvements 
to  this  day.  Such  as  are  desirous  to  know  more  of  this  laudable  benefactor 
and  his  foundation,  will  find  ample  satisfaction  in  a  very  curious  article  of 
the  Biog.  Brit,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Oldys,  and  in  Stow*s  *  Survey,'  edit.  1755, 
vol.  L  p.  257.  The  following  memoranda  are  taken  firom  a  MS.  in  the  Bri- 
tish Museum  :-* 

ilftffit.— What  the  bear-garden  cost  me  for  my  own  part.    1st.  To  Mr. 
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it  is  also  sfiiid,  a  famous  sh6-tragedian  has  settled 
her  estate,  after  her  death,  for  the  maintenance  of 

Barnabye,  200/.;  for  the  patent,  250/.;  sum  total,  450/.  I  held  it  16  yeai^ 
and  received  60/.  per  annum,  and  in  Feb.  1610,  sold  it  to  my  father,  H. 
Hincloe,  for  580/. 

Mem. — ^What  *  The  Fortune*  cost  me.  (N.B.  This  was  a  play-house 
80  called  between  White-cross-street  and  Golden-lane.) 

1st.  For  the  lease  to  Brest,  240/.:  for  building  the  playhouse,  520/.;  for 
other  private  buildings  of  mine  own,  120/.;  so  in  all,  it  hath  cost  me  for 
the  lease,  880/.  Mr.  Alleyn  says,  ibidem,  that  *  Oct.  3,  1617,  he  went  to 
the  Red  Bull,  and  received  for,  *  The  Younger  Brother,'  but  3/.  6s,  4d.' — 
MSS.  Birch,  4291. 

These  memoranda,  the  originals  of  which  have  an  evidence  of  authen- 
ticity, prinid  facie,  which  it  is  hard  to  describe  or  to  question,  are  inserted 
here  as  new  materials  to  illustrate,  to  authenticate,  and,  in  some  respects,  to 
correct  sundry  particulars  in  the  curious  life  of  Alleyn,  accurately  com- 
piled by  Oldys,  and  printed  strictly  according  to  his  copy,  in  the  Biog.  Brit. 
1747. — See  vol.  i.  p.  121,  and  notes. 

*  Alleyn  (Oldys  says),  was  keeper  of  the  king's  wild  beasts,  or  master  of 
the  roysd  Bear-garden,  either  one  or  both  of  those  situated  on  the  Bank-side 
in  Southwark,  for  there  were  two,  which  seem  to  have  been  resorted  to  by 
great  numbers  of  beholders :  and  the  profits  which  accrued  from  these 
rough  games  are  reported  to  have  amounted,  sometimes,  to  no  less  than 
500/.  per  annum,  &c. 

*  The  Red  Bull  *  was  a  pkyhouse  in  St.  John's-street. — See  Tatler,  No. 
99.^  note. 

The  following  quotation  from  Oldys  throws  some  light  on  the  history  of 
the  Eagliah  stage,  in  which  he  was  well  versed^  and  is  a  proper  addition  to 
the  note  on  Tatler,  No.  99.: 

*  The  Fortune  playhouse  was  a  large  round  brick  building,  in  which,  as  in 
others  of  their  playhouses,  they  always  acted  by  day-light.  It  was  burnt  in 
1621,  and  ano^er  playhouse,  called  The  Globe,  on  the  Bank-side,  was 
likewise  destroyed  by  fire.  At  this  time,  as  well  as  long  after,  they  had  nei- 
ther women  actresses,  nor  scenes,  &c.  When  the  Fortune  playhouse  was 
in  vogue,  there  were  four  more,  who  all  got  money  and  lived  in  reputation. 
This  is  mentioned  by  the  author  of  an  historical  account  of  the  stage  in 
1699,  when  two  companies  of  players  could  hardly  subsist;  and  he  has 
made  the  following  remarks  upon  it : 

*  Though  the  town  was  then,  perhaps,  not  much  more  than  half  so  po- 
pulous as  now,  yet  then  the  prices  were  smaU,  there  being  no  scenes,  and 
better  order  kq>t  among  the  company  that  came.  This  made  very  good 
people  think  a  play  an  innocent  diversion  for  an  hour  or  two,  the  plays 
themselves  being  more  instructive  and  moral.  Whereas  of  late,  the  play- 
houses are  so  extremely  pestered  with  vizard-masks,  and  their  trade  occa- 
sioning continual  quarrels  and  abuses,  that  many  are  uneasy  in  the  com- 
pany, and  shun  the  theatre,  as  they  would  a  house  of  scandal.  It  is  an 
aigument  of  th«  worth  of  playv  and  actors  of  the  last  age,  that  they  could 
support  then^ves  merely  from  their  own  merit,  the  weight  of  the  matter 

VOL.  I.  N 
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decayed  wits,  who  are  to  be  taken  in  as  soon  as  thejr 
grow  dull,  at  whatever  time  of  their  life  that  shall 
happen  */ 

and  goodness  of  the  action,  without  scenes  and  machines :  whereas,  the 
present  plays,  with  all  their  show,  can  hardly  draw  an  audience;  unless 
there  be  the  invitation  of  a  signior  Fideli,  a  monsieur  L'Abbe,  or  some 
such  foreign  regale,  expressed  at  the  bottom  of  the  bills/ — Hist.  Histrionica, 
p,  5. 6.  8vo.  1699. — SeeTatler,  Nos.  99.  193.  and  259.  and  notes. — See 
also  Dodsley's  Old  Plays,  vol.  xii.  p.  341. 

I  *  C'est  de  Mile.  Bracegirdle  dont  Tauteur  veut  parler.  Je  ne  sue  ce 
qui  en  est,  de  ce  pr^tendu  testament ;  mais  je  sals  bien  qu'^elle  a  quitt^  le 
theatre  depuis  longtems,  et  je  crois  qu'elle  est  encore  en  vie,  en  1723.  Le 
Babillard.'^ 

Mrs.  Anne  Bracegirdle,  stad  by  the  French  translator  of  the  Tatler,  to 
be  the  famous  she-tragecHan  here  alluded  to,  was  the  daughter  of  Justinian  ' 
Bracegirdle,  of  Northamptonshire,  esq.  in  which  county  she  was  bom.  By 
the  imprudence  of  her  father,  who  ruined  himself,  among  other  ways,  by 
becoming  surety  for  some  friends,  she  was  early  left  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Betterton  and  his  wife,  whose  attention  to  her  she  alwajrs  acknowledged  to 
be  truly  paternal.  By  them  she  was  first  introduced  on  the  stage,  and, 
while  very  young,  performed  the  page  in  *  The  Orphan'  of  Mr.  Otway. 
Increasing  in  years,  and  improving  in  ability,  she  became  the  favourite  per- 
former of  the  times.  Mr.  Cibber,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  her,  de- 
scribes her  in  these  terms  : 

*  Mrs.  Bracegirdle  was  now  but  just  blooming  in  her  maturity ;  her  re- 
putation, as  an  actress,  gradually  rising  with  that  of  her  person ;  never  any 
woman  was  in  such  general  favour  of  her  spectators,  which,  to  the  last 
scene  of  her  dramatic  life,  she  maintained,  by  not  being  unguarded  in  her 
private  character.  This  discretion  contributed,  not  a  little,  to  make  her 
the  Cara,  the  darling  of  the  theatre:  for  it  will  be  no  extravagant  thing  to 
say,  scarce  an  audience  saw  her,  that  were  less  than  half  of  them  lovers, 
without  a  suspected  favourite  among  them :  and  though  she  might  be  said 
to  have  been  the  universal  passion,  and  under  the  highest  temptations,  her 
constancy  in  reusting  them  served  but  to  increase  the  number  of  her  ad- 
nurers :  and  this  perhaps  you  will  more  easily  believe,  when  I  extend  not 
my  encomiums  on  her  person  beyond  a  sincerity  that  can  be  suspected; 
for  she  had  no  greater  claim  to  beauty,  than  what  the  most  desirable  bru- 
nette might  pretend  to.  But  her  youth  and  lively  aspect  threw  out  such  a 
glow  of  health  and  cheerfulness,  that,  on  the  stage,  few  spectators  that 
were  not  past  it,  could  behold  her  without  desire.  It  was  even  a  fashion 
among  the  gay  and  young,  to  have  a  taste  or  tendre  for  Mrs.  Bracegirdle. 
She  inspired  the  best  authors  to  write  for  her,  and  two  of  them,  when  they 
gave  her  a  lover  in  a  play,  seemed  palpably  to  plead  then*  own  passions, 
and  make  their  private  court  to  her,  in  fictitious  characters.  In  all  the 
chief  parts  she  acted,  the  desirable  was  so  predominant,  that  no  judge 
could  be  cold  enough  to  consider,  from  what  other  particular  excellence 
she  became  delightful.  To  speak  critically  of  an  actress  that  was  extremefy 
good,  were  as  hazardous,  as  to  be  positive  in  one's  opinion  of  the  best 
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ST.  James's  coffee-house,  hat  2$, 

Letters  from  the  Hague  of  the  thirty-first  instant 
N.  S.  say,  that  the  articles  preliminary  to  a  general 

opera  singer.  People  often  judge  by  comparison,  where  there  is  no  simili- 
tude in  the  performance.  So  that,  in  this  case,  we  have  only  taste  to 
^peal  to,  and  of  taste  there  can  be  no  disputing.  I  shall  therefore  only 
say  of  Mrs.  Bracegirdle,  that  the  most  eminent  authors  always  chose  her 
for  their  favourite  character,  and  shall  leave  that  uncontestible  proof  of 
her  merit  to  its  own  value.  Yet  let  me  say,  there  were  two  very  different 
characters,  in  which  she  acquitted  herself  with  uncommon  applause :  if  any 
thing  could  excuse  that  desperate  extravagance  of  love,  that  almost  frantic 
passion  of  Lee's  Alexander  the  Great,  it  must  have  been  when  Mr& 
Brace^dle  was  his  Statira :  as  when  she  acted  Millamant,  all  the  faults, 
follies,  and  affectation  of  that  agreeable  tyrant,  were  venially  melted  down 
into  so  many  charms,  find  attractions  of  a  conscious  beauty.  In  other 
characters,  where  singing  was  a  necess^y  part  of  them,  her  voice  and. 
action  ^ave  a  pleasure,  which  good  sense,  in  those  days,  was  not  ashamed 
to  give  praise  to/ 

It  is  supposed  that  while  so  many  of  the  gay  world  were  inspired  with  a 
passion  for  this  lady,  she  herself  entertained  the  like  sentiments  towards 
Mr.  Congreve.  His  verses,  beginning  *  Pious  Belinda,'  are  generally  ima- 
gined to  have  been  written  upon  her.  In  the  theatrical  disputes  of  the 
times,  she  constantly  adhered  to  her  benefactor  Mr.  Betterton,  and  con- 
tinued to  perform  with  unabated  applause,  imtil  the  year  1707,  when,  on  a 
contention  between  her  and  Mrs.  Oldfield,  and  the  preference  given  to  the 
latter^  she  .entirely  left  the  stage,  except  for  one  night,  when  she  returned, 
with  Mrs,  Barry  to  the  theatre,  and  performed  Angelica  (April  7,  1709) 
for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Betterton  (see  Tatler,  No.  1.).  In  the  latter  part  of 
her  life  she  dwelt  in  the  family  of  Francis  Chute,  esq.  one  of  the  king's, 
counsel,  at  his  house  in  Norfolk-street  in  the  Strand,  where  she  died  Sept. 
12,  1748,  in  the  85th  year  of  her  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  East  Ambu- 
latory of  the  cloister  of  Wesminster-abbey,  under  a  black  marble  stone,  the 
inscription  on  which  is  all,  except  her  name,  effaced.    R. 

The  very  intelligent  gentleman,  who  communicated  the  information, 
^ncerning  Mrs.  Bracegirdle,  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  famous  she-' 
tragedian,  alluded  to  in  this  paper,  p.  177,  was  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Elizabeth. 
Banry,  honourably  mentioned  in  Tat.  Nos.  1.  and  7.;  and  he  has  obligingly, 
drawn  up  the  following  account  of  her : 

*  She  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Barry,  esq.  barrister-at-law,  a  gentle- 
man of  an  ancient  family  and  good  estate,  who  hurt  his  fortune  by  hift 
attachment  to  Charles  I,  for  whom  he  raised  a  regiment  at  his  own  expense. 
Tony  Aston,  in  his  *  Supplement  to  Cibber's  Apology,'  says,  she  waa 
woman  to  lady  Shelton  of  Norfolk,  his  godmother :  and  Curll  tells  m, 
that  she  was  early  taken  imder  the  protection  of  Lady  Davenant.  Be  this, 
aa  it  ma^>  she  was  certainly  on  the  stage  in  1671,  being  one  of  the  per* 
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peace  were  settled^  communicated  to  the  States 
General,  and  all  the  foreign  ministers  residing  there, 

ftmnen  m  <  Ton  Euence/  at  whidi  lime  she  coukl  not  be  more  tium  ^line- 
teen.  At  her  first  appearance,  there  were  so  little  hopes  of  her,  that  at 
the  end  of  the  season  she  was  discharged  the  theatre.  It  is  probable,  that 
at  this  time  she  became  acquunted  with  lord  Rochester,  who  took  her' 
^der  his  protection,  and  gave  her  instructions  in  her  theatrical  perfotm- 
snceis.  By  hb  interest,  dbe  seems  to  have  been  restored  to  the  stage,  and, 
miproving  daily  in  her  profession,  she  soon  eclipsed  all  her  competitors,  ^d, 
in  the  part  of  Monimia  fn  the  Orpfcan,  established  her  reputatiOYi.  Fhrtn  her 
performance  in  this  cfaaractefr,  in  that  of  BelVidera,  and  of  IsaiMella  in  ilb^ 
Firtal  Marriage,  Downes  the  prompter  says,  die  acquired  the  nobie  of  tfacf 
fiunons  Mrs.  Barry,  both  at  court,  and  in  the  city.  Mrs.  Barry,  [says  Dry- 
den  in  his  J)refiu5e  to  Cleomenes,]  always  cjcccjlent,  Ihas  in  thb  trtiged^  ex- 
eeDed  herself,  and  gamed  a  reputation  beyond  any  woman  I  have  ever  seen 
to  the  titeatre. 

'  Ih  characters  of  greatness,  Isays  Cibber,]  Mf«.  Bai¥y  bad  h  prdseirce  ef 
derated  d^;in^,  her  mien  and  motion  superb,  and  gracefhlly  majestic :  her 
^fAee  fuH,  clear,  and  strong,  so  that  no  violence  of  ptesion  could  be  too 
much  for  her :  and,  when  distress  or  tenderness  possessed  het,  she  AA»ide<f 
hkto  the  most  afiecthig  melo<fy  and  softness,  in  the  ittt  of  exciting  plfty, 
*c  had  a  power  beyond  afl  the  actresses  I  have  yet  swto,  or  #hat  your 
imagination  can  conceive.  In  scenes  of  anger,  defiftn^e,  or  resentment, 
while  she  was  impetuous  and  terrible,  ^e  poufcd  otft  'the  sentitaietit  vddk 
tfn  ehchantmg  harmony,  and  it  v^as  'for  this  particular  Isiteeipehce,  Ifiat 
lOTyden  made  her  the  above-recited  compBment,  upon  heir  aedng  Gt^ 
sandra  in  his  Oeomenes.  She  was  the  first  person  whose  mexrt  was  di^ 
tSnguished,  by  the  indulgence  of  having  an  annual  benefit  pfoy,  whieh  1H^ 
granted  to  her  alone,  if  1  mistake  not,  first  hi  king  James's  titte,  tnd 
which  did  not  become  cdmmon  to  others  till  the  division  of  this  cdutptaty, 
after  the  death  of  king  William's  queen  Mary.  Hiis  great  actress  d^d  at 
a  fever,  towards  the  latter  end  of  queen  Anne;  rtife  yeair  Ihave  forgot,  btft 
fMrhaps  ybtt  w!H  ^coHect  it,  by  an  expression  that  f<^  froM  her  in  biaaok 
verse,  hi  her  last  hours,  when  she  was  defirious : 

Ha,  ha  f  and  aothey  mate  ta  Idrdt  by  dozens, 

*  %is  points  towards  the  end  of  1719.  Tony  Aston  sayft  she  was  iiot 
handsome,  her  mouth  opetiing  m6dt  on  llhe  right  side,  Ivhi^  -she  strove  to 
draw  t'other  way,  and  at  times  composing  her  fiice,  as  if  sitthig  filter 
pictD^ ;  ^be  was,  he  adds,  middle  ^i^ed,  had  darki^  hMr,  l%ht  eyes,  dicrk 
eyebrows,  and  was  indifferently  plump.  In  tragedy,  she  ^Was  wMlthn  tOtid 
August ;  in  comedy,  alert,  easy,  and  genteel,  pleasant  in  her  fkce  and  action, 
fBHng  the  stage  With  a  Variety  of  gesture.  She  could  nefdiefsing  nor 
dance,  noliot  in  a  country  dliflce.  By  i.ol*d  Hochester,  Who^e  altactoient 
to  h^  liiay  be  seen  in  his  [ttinted  letters,  ^e  had  a  daughter,  Who  died  lit 
|he  age  df  15.  'Rie  printed  letters  in  Qtway's^'Works,'  hih  genettilty  Wp^ 
|)^d  to  have  heen  addressed  to  Mlrs.  Barty.  $he  tidfae)*ed  to  Bet tekt'oti  Ih 
AH  ilie  ¥evdlutiMN  df  ^  thee^e,i^ch  &e  quitted  8(bout  17bY>  (^  tt&cOtim: 
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and  taranamitted  to  their  tespeetive  fiiaster&  on  tlie 
98th«  Monsieur  Torcy  immediately^  returned  Us  the 
court  of  France,  from  whence  he  ia  expected  agaio 
on  the  4th  of  the  next  month  with  those  articleft 
ratified  by  that  court.  The  Hague  is  agreed  upaii 
^r  the  place  of  treaty,  and  the  l^tli  of  the  neoct 
QOonth  the  day  on  which  it  is  to  oommenee.  Th^ 
terms  whereon  this  negociation  is  ibunded  are  i^ot  yet 
declared  by  public  authority;  but  what  is  most 
generally  received  is  as  follows : 

Her  Majesty's  right  and  title,  and  the  Protestant 
succession  to  those  dominions,  is  forthwith  to  he  ac- 
knowledged. King  Charles  ia  to  be  owned  the  law- 
liil  sovereign  of  Spain.  The  French  King  shall  not 
only  recall  his  troops  out  of  that  kingdom,  and 
deliver  up  to  the  Allies  the  towns  of  £.oses»  '^QiiU 
arabda,  and  Pampelonaj  but,  ^n  cfise  the  duke  of 
Anjou  shall  not  retire  out  of  the  Spanish  domimon^ 
he  shall  be  obliged  to  assist  the  Allies  to  force  Him. 
from  thence.  A  cessation  of  arms  is  agreed  upon 
for  two  months  from  the  first  day  of  the  treaty.  The 
port  and  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  are  to  be  demolished 
within  four  months ;  but  the  town  itself  left  in  the 
bands  ^  the  French.  The  Pretender  is  to  be  obliged 
to  leave  France.     AU  Newfoundland  is  to  restored  to 

<^  ill  hpahh,  Th?^  last  new  choi^acter  P«f  &By  eonse^pieQee  -which  sbe  per- 
formed, seems  to  have  been  Phaedra,  in  Mr.  Smith's  tragedy.  She  returned, 
iiowever,  for  one  n%ht,  with  Mrs..  Braeegifdie,  ApAl  7, 1709,  andperformed 
Ifrsb  IfpfS^  in  *  I^TO  far  Lonre,'  for  Mr.  aetterton's  benefit,  and  aftervards 
ajpoke  f^[|  occasional  epilogue,  written  by  Mr.  Rowe.  She  died  at  Acton, 
where  the  was  buried,  and  the  following  inscription  was  placed  on  her 
tomb: 

^  Ne  V  this  place 

Lies  the  body  of  Elizabeth  Barry, 

Of  the  pMisk  of  St  Mary  le  Savoy, 

Who  departed  this  life,  the  7th  of  Nov.  1713, 

Aged  SS  years.* 

^  It  is  rem^kable,  that  the  manner  in  which  Mrs.  Barry  disposed  of  her 
property,  is  unknown,  there  being  no  will  to  be  foui^din  the  Commons.*  R. 
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the  EngKsh.  As  to  the  otheir  parts  of  America,  the: 
French  are  to  restore  whatever  they  may  have  taken 
from  the  English,  as  the  English  in  like  manner  are 
to  give  up  what  they  may  have  taken  from  the  French, 
before  the  commencement  of  the  treaty.  The  trade 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  shall  be  settled 
upon  the  same  foundati(»i  as  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  the  Second. 

The  Dutch  are  to  have  for  their  barriers,  Newport, 
Berg,  St.  Vinox,  Fumes,  Ipres,  lisle,  Tournay, 
Douay,  Valenciennes,  Conde,  Maubeuge,  Mons, 
Charleroy,  Namur,  and  Luxemburg ;  all  which  places^ 
shall  be  delivered  up,  to  the  Allies  before  the  end  of 
June.  The  trade  between  Holland  and  France  shall 
be  on  the  same  foot  as  in  1664.  The  cities  of  Stras- 
burg,  Brisac,  and  Alsatia,  shall  be  restored  to  the 
emperor  and  empire ;  and  the  king  of  France,  pur- 
suant to  the  treaty  of  Westphalia  in  1648,  shall 
only  retain  the  protection  of  ten  Imperial  cities^ 
viz.  Colmar,  Schlestat,  Haguenau,  Munster,  Turkeim, 
Keisemberg,  Obrenheim,  Rosheim,  Weisemberg,  and 
Landau.  Huninguen,  Fort-Louis,  Fort-Khiel,  and 
New-Brisac,  shall  be  demolished,  and  all  the  forti- 
fications from  Basil  to  Philipsburg.  The  king  of 
Prussia  shall  remain  in  the  peaceable  possession  of 
Neufchatel.  The  aflFair  of  Orange,  as  also  the  pre- 
tensions of  his  Prussian  Majesty  in  the  Fran  cheComptd 
shall  be  determined  at  this  general  negociation  of 
peace.  The  duke  of  Savoy  shall  have  a  restitution 
made  of  all  that  has  been  taken  from  him  by  the 
French,  and  remain  master  of  Exilles,  Chamont, 
Fenestrelles,  and  the  valley  of  Pragelas  *". 

m  In  the  first  edition  of  the  Tatler,  in  folio,  there  is  the  following  addition 
to  this  paper : '  it  is  saidthat  monsieur  Torcy,  when  he  signed  this  instrument, 
broke  into  this  exclamation  ;  '.  Would  Colbert  have  signed  such  a  treaty 
for  France?'  On  which  a  minister  present  was  pleased  to  say,  '  Coll^ert 
hiiAself  would  have  been  proud  to  have  saved  France  in  th^se  circiunr 
stances,  on  such  terms.*  * 
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*#*  Mr.  Cave  Underhill,  the  famous  comedian  in 
the  reigns  of  king  Charles  II.  king  James  II.  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  and  her  present  majesty 
queen  Anne  j  but  now  not  able  to  perform  so  often 
as  heretofore  in  the  playhouse,  and  having  had  losses 
to  the  value  of  near  2500/.  is  to  have  the  tragedy  of 
Hamlet  acted  for  his  benefit,  on  Friday  the  third  of 
June  next,  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  DruryJane,  in 
which  he  is  to  perform  his  original  part,  the  Grave- 
digger  \ 

N.  B.  This  day  is  published,  *  Secret  Memoirs  and 
manners  of  several  persons  of  quality  of  both  sexes, 
from  the  New  Atalantis,  an  island  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. Written  originally  in  Italian.^  By  Mrs.  Man- 
ley  ^     Price  3s. 


No.  21.  SATURDAY,  May  28,  1709  * 

^uicguid  Mgunt  ihomme* — 

— nottri  est  farrago  Itbellu  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85, 86u 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream> 

Dur  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme,  P. 


WHITENS  CHOCOLA.TE-HOUSE,  MAY  -^G^ 

A  -GENTLEMAN  has  writ  to  Hie  out  of  the  country  a 

*  Steele's. 

»  This  advertisement  i^  repeated,  Tatler,  No.  22.  «nd  befriended  by 
■Steele,  in  a  manner  that  does  equal  honour  to  his  genius  and  his  heart. 
Some  years  before  this,  old  age  had  obliged  Underhill  to  quit  the  stage. 
On  the  strength  of  this  kind  recommendation  to  the  favour  of  the  town, 
here,  and  in  Tatier,  No.  22.  he  came  on  once  more,  but  so  disaUej  and 
«6(rorn  out,  as  if  he  had  been  to  be  buried  in  the  grave  he  dug.  When  he 
could  no  more  excite  laughter,  his  infirmities  were  dismissed  with  pity;  and 
he*died  soon  after,  a  superannuated  pensioner,  on  the  list  supported  by 
joint  shares,  under  the  patent  granted  to  or  Richard  Stede. — There  is  the 
following  entry  in  Smith's  Obituary,  Oct. .  •  .  1679, :  This  month  died 
Mrs.  Underhill,  wife  to  Cave  Underhill,  a  stage-player  in  Sali8bury*court» 
once  wife  to  Thomas  Robinson,  vintner  in  Cheapside.  MSS.  Sloane,  886. 
6ee  Tatler,  No.  22.  and  note. 

o  The  author  is  abused  in  this  scandalous  chronicle ;  yet  it  is  r^drertised 
in  the  original  Tatler,  in  foUo,  Nos.  25»  and  26.  ei  pamm^ 
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very  civil  letter,  and  said  things  which  I  siq;>press 
with  great  violence  to  my  vanity.  There  are  many 
terms  in  my  narratives  which  he  complains  want  ex- 
plaining; and  has  therefore  desired  that,  for  the 
^.  benefit  of  my  country  readers,  I  would  let  him  know 
what  I  mean  by  a  Gentleman,  a  Pretty  Fellow,  a 
Toast,  a  Coquette,  a  Critic,  a  Wit,  and  all  other  ap- 
pellations of  those  now  in  the  gayer  world,  who  are  in 
possession  of  these  several  characters ;  together  with 
an  account  of  those  who  unfortunately  pretend  to 
i;hem.  I  shall  begin  with  him  we  usually  call  a  Gen- 
tleman, or  man  of  conversation. 

It  is  generally  thought,  that  warmth  of  imagination, 
quick  relish  of  pleasure,  and  a  manner  of  becoming 
it,  are  the  most  essential  qualities  for  forming  this 
sort  of  man.  But  any  one  that  is  much  in  company 
will  observe,  that  the  height  of  good  breeding  is 
shown  rather  in  never  giving  offence,  than  in  doing 
obliging  things.  Thus  he  that  never  shocks  you, 
though  he  is  seldom  entertaining,  is  more  likely  to 
keep  your  favour,  than  he  who  often  entertains,  and 
sometimes  displeases  you.  The  most  necessary 
talent  therefore  in  a  man  of  conversation,  which  is 
what  we  ordinarily  intend  by  a  fine  gentleman,  is  a 
good  judgment.  He  that  has  this  in  perfection,  is 
master  of  his  companion,  without  letting  him  see  it; 
and  has  the  same  advantage  over  men  of  any  other 
qualifications  whatsoever,  as  one  that  can  see  would 
have  over  a  blind  man  of  ten  times  his  strength. 

This  is  what  makes  Sophronius^  the  darling  of  all 

P  A  contenqporary  of  our  autlior,  oa«,  aad  by  far  ihe  ablest,  of  the  ccmti- 
nuators  of  tke  Tatler^in  hisiirst  number,  speaking  of  Uus  (Lne  character  of 
Sophronius,  says,  *  one  would  think  that  Stede  sat  here  to  hi^  ^v^n  pic- 
ture, or  at  least  tho^;  he  compJimented  another  with  h3»  features.'  The 
whole  of  the  paper,  of  which  these  words  are  a  part,  is  so  honourable  to 
'  Steele,  that  it  seems  a  duty  iacumbent  on  his  annotator  to  reprint  it  entire 
in  some  convenient  place  <)f  .this  work.    |t  .shall,  therefor^,  be  ad4ed  w^ 
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who  converse  with  bira,  and  the  most  powerful  with 
Ills  acquaintunce  of  any  man  in  town.  !3y  the  light 
of  this  faculty  he  acts  with  gre^t  ease  and  freedom 
among  the  men  of  pleasure,  and  acquits  himself 
with  skill  and  despatch  among  the  men  of  business. 
All  which  he  performs  with  such  success,  that^  with 
as  much  discretion  in  life  as  any  man  ever  h^,  be 
neither  is  nor  appears  cunning.  But  as  he  does  a 
good  office,  if  ever  he  does  it,  with  readiness  and 
alacrityi  so  be  denies  what  he  does  not  care  to  eh- 
gage  in,  in  a  manner  that  convinces  you  that  you 
ought  not  to  have  asked  it.  His  judgment  is  so  good 
and  unerring,  and  accompanied  with  so  cheerful  a 
spirit,  that  his  conversation  is  a  continual  feast,  at 
which  he  helps  some,  and  is  helped  by  others,  in  such 
a  manner,  that  the  equality  of  society  is  perfectly 
kept  up,  and  every  man  obliges  as  much  as  he  is 
obliged :  for  it  is  the  greatest  and  justest  skill  in  a 
man  of  superior  understanding,  to  know  how  to  be 
on  a  level  with  Im  companions.  This  sweet  disposi- 
tion runs  through  all  the  actions  of  Sophronius,  and 
makes  his  company  desired  by  women,  without  being 
envied  by  men.  Sophronius  would  be  as  just  as  he 
Is,  if  there  were  no  law ;  and  would  be  as  discreet  as 
b^isi  if  there  were  no  such  thing  as  calumny^. 

In  imitation  of  this  agreeable  being,  is  made  that 
animal  we  call  a  Pretty  fellow  j  who,  being  just  able  to 
iindout,  that  what  makes  Sophronius  acceptable  is  a  na- 
tural behaviour,  in  order  to  the  same  reputation,  makes 
bis  own  an  artificial  one.  Jack  Dimple  is  his  perfect 
mimic,  whereby  he  is,  of  course,  the  mo^  unlike 
him  of  all  men  living.     Sophronius  just  now  passed 

two  or  ^hree  more,  wUch^  it  i«  believe4,  will  be  eijivdly  acceptably  at  tl^e 
ff^i  <^  T^^er,  voL  iv. 

q  *  C'est  un  caracttf  e  d'invendoDe.'    Babillard. 
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into  the  inner  room  directly  forward:  Jack  comes  as 
fast  after  as  he  can  for  the  right  and  left  looking- 
glass,  in  which  he  had  but  just  approved  himself  by 
a  nod  at  each,  and  marched  on.  He  will  meditate 
within  for  half  an  hour  till  he  thinks  he  is  not 
careless  enough  in  his  air,  and  come  back  to  the 
mirror  to  recollect  his  forgetfulness. 

will's  coftee-house,  may  27. 

This  night  was  acted  the  comedy  called  The  Fox'; 
but  I  wonder  the  modern  writers  do  not  use  their 
interest  in  the  house  to  suppress  such  representations. 
A  man  that  has  been  at  this  will  hardly  like  any 
other  play  during  the  season:  therefore  I  humbly 
move,  that  the  writings,  as  well  as  dresses,  of  the 
last  age  should  give  way  to  the  present  fashion.  We 
are  come  into  a  good  method  enough  (if  we  were 
not  interrupted  in  our  mirth  by  such  an  apparition  as 
a  play  of  Jonson's')  to  be  entertained  at  more  ease, 

r  *  Volpone,  or  the  Fox/  was  first  acted  in  1605,  and  printed  in  4to.  in 
that  year,  with  the  allowance  of  the  matter  of  the  revel$.  The  iq>plicationy 
as  was  supposed,  of  this  name  of  Volpone  to  lord  Godolphin,  in  a  sermon 
preached  by  Sacheverell  at  St.  Paul's,  was  the  real  cause,  it  is  said,  of  the 
preadier's  prosecution  and  trial.  Several  peers,  on  the  side  of  Sachererell, 
acknowledged,  that  the  sermon  was  an  execrable  piece  of  nonsense  and 
folly,  but  contended,  that  '  nonsense  was  not  an  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanour.' Oldys  says,  that  Volpone  was  intended  for  a  satire  on  Thomas 
8utton,  esq.  the  beneficent  founder  of  the  Charter-house  hospital.  If 
there  were  any  good  authority  for  so  scandalous  a  reflection,  on  a  cha- 
racter not  only  inoffensive  and  irreproachable,  but  highly  respectable, 
amiable,  and  examplary,  the  intended  satire  would  recoil  ten«fold  on  the 
head  of  its  author,  and  his  intention  would  be  justly  reprobated  with  in- 
£imy.  Oldys'  idle  report  should  not  have  been  mentioned  here,  but  that 
it  furnishes  a  presumption  of  the  truth  of  the  French  translators  asser- 
tion, that  Ben  Jonson  laid  the  great  and  the  rich  under  contribution,  by 
the  dread  of  his  licentiousness ;  and  supplies  a  proof,  that  Thomas  Sutton, 
esq.  disdained,  as  he  well  might,  to  be  one  in  the  number  of  such  pusilla* 
nimous  contributors.  It  appears  from  Ben's  own  records,  that  there  was 
one  woman  besides,  whom  neither  love  nor  fear  could  induce  to  treat  him 
with  r^ard  or  civility ;  she  slighted  him,  as  he  thought,  for  '  his  mountaia 
belly,  and  his  rocky  face.' 

*  <  B,  Jonson  s'etoit  rendu  si  redoutable  par  ses  traits  satiriqpiesy  qoft 
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both  to  the  spectator  and  the  writer,  than  in  the 
days  of  old.     It  is   no  difficulty  to  get  hats  and 

bieai  des  gens^  et  le  roi  lui  meme,  lui  faisoient  pension  pour  etre  epargneg 
dans  ses  pieces.'  This  assertion,  which  rests  on  the  authority  of  the  Babil- 
lard,  it  would  be  curious  to  ascertain.  Ben  Jonson  was  born  June  1 1, 
1574,  and  died  of  the  palsy  in  1637,  aged  63*  His  mother,  a  year  or  two 
after  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  married  a  bricklayer ;  and  it  is  said 
that  Ben  wrought  at  the  trade  of  his  father-in-law,  whom  he  assisted  in 
some  of  the  buildings  in  Lincoln's  Inn,  in  that  square  where  the  ehapei 
now  stands.  B/efore  this  time  he  had  been  educated  at  Westminster 
School,  under  the  celebrated  Camden,  and  Langbaine  says^  he  wrought 
with  his  father-in-law,  on  the  scene  above-mentioned  '  with  a  trowel  in  his 
hand,  and  a  book  in  his  pocket.'  Oldys  speaks  of  a  picture  of  him,  in  the 
dress  and  accoutrements  oi*  a  bricklayer.  It  appears,  that  he  was  a  player, 
as  well  as  a  writer  for  the  stage,  when  he  lived,  for  the  convenience  of  ?i* 
cinity  to  the  scene  of  his  business^  in  Black  Friars.  In  his  MS.  notes  on 
Langbaine,  Oldys  says,  on  the  alleged  authority  of  Mr.  Thomas  Odell,  that 
Ben  Jonson  was  himself  the  master  of  a  playhouse  in  Barbican,  which 
was  the  very  house,  it  seems,  in  Pope's-alley,  Aldersgate-street,  afterwards 
converted  into  a  chapel,  where  the  celebrated  Dr.  James  Foster  conducted 
die  worship  of  a  congregation  of  Baptists.  It  is  added*  that  Ben  lived  in 
Bartholomew-close,  in  the  house  which  was  afterwards  inhabited  by  Mr, 
Samuel  Palmer,  a  printer,  and  in  Oldys's  time,  by  Mr.  James,  a  letter- 
founder.  Mention  is  made  in  his  writings,  of  his  theatre,  of  the  Sun  and 
Moon  tavern  in  Aldersgate-«treet,  and  of  the  Mermaid,  where,  it  seems^ 
there  was  excellent  Canary ;  but  of  this  name,  and  with  this  sign,  there 
were,  it  is  said,  two  taverns ;  the  one,  supposed  to  be  alliided  to  by  Ben; 
was  in  Bread-street,  and  there  was  another  in  Friday-street. 

Ben  Jonson,  in  1619,  succeeded  to  the  laurel,  vacant  that  year,  by  the 
death  of  S.  Daniel.  The  laureate's  salary,  which,  till  that  time  was  only 
one  hundred  marks  per  annum,  was  then  raised,  we  are  told,  to  100/.  and  a 
tierce  of  Spanish  wine. — ^Biog.  Dram.  art.  Jonson  [Ben]. 

His  comedy,  called  Bartholomew  Fair,  was  acted  at  the  Hope,  on  the 
Bank-side,  Oct.  31,  1614.  This  playhouse  had  five  different  priced  seats, 
from  six-pence  to  haif-a-crown :  but  there  were  playhouses  that  bad 
penny  benches,-  others  had  two-penny  seats,  and  there  were  some  at  a  shilling: 

Ben  Jonson's Masques  were  sometimes  played  on  Sundays  at  court;  and 
it  appears,  that  several  of  the  royal  family,  and  some  of  the  first  charac- 
ters of  the  kingdom,  played  in  them.    See  Tatler,  No.  99.  and  note. 

A  fire,  which  happened,  according  to  Oldys,  about  1699,  destroyed  Ben's 
History  of  Heiu^  V.  of  which  he  had  gone  through  eight  of  his  nine 
years,  and  in  which,  it  is  said,  that  he  was  assisted. by  sir  Geo.  Carew,  sii" 
Robert  Cotton,,  and  the  celebnlted  Selden.  A  poetkal  journal  of  his  ad- 
▼eaitnpes  in  Scotland,  when  on  a  visit  to  Drunmiond  of  Hawthomden, 
with  all  his  collections  in  poetry,  and  the  belle$  lettres,  are  said  to  have  pe- 
rished in.  the  same  conflagration. 

The  follawing  relatipn  of  Oldys  is  curious,  and  rests  ultimately  on  the 
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«wordb  aod  wigs  »n4  vhoes,  %nd  «v«y  thing  elsf^ 
from  the  shops  in  town,  axxd,  make  a  m^n  ^how  him- 
self by  his  habit,  without  more  ado,  to  be  a  coun- 
sellor, a  fop,  a  courtier,  or  a  citizen,  and  not  be 
obliged  to  make  those  characters  talk  in  different 
dialects  to  be  distinguished  from  each  other.  This 
is  certainly  the  surest  and  best  way  of  writing  :  but 
•uch  »  play  ^  this  makes  a  man  for  a  month  after 
over-run  with  criticism,  and  inquire,  ^  What  every 
man  on  the  stage  said  ?  what  had  such  a  one  to  do 
to  meddle  with  such  a  thing  ?  how  came  the  other» 
who  was  bred  after  this  or  that  manner,  to  speak  so 
like  a  man  conversant  among  a  different  people?' 
These  questions  rob  us  of  all  our  pleasure ;  for,  at 
this  rate,  no  sentence  in  a  play  should  be  spoken  by 
any  one  character  which  could  possibly  enter  intq 
the  head  of  any  other  man  represented  in  it ;  but 
every  sentiment  should  be  peculiar  to  him  only  who 
utters  it.  laborious  Ben's  works  will  bear  this  sort 
of  inquisition }  but  if  the  present  writers  were  thus 

^uiliority  of  •  M6.  iiieiBorBD<)um4)ook»  written  in  the  time  of  the  eivQ 
inmrs,  by  Mr.  W.  OldiiworUb  i^eretary,  as  Oldys  thought,  to  Philip,  e«rl  ^ 
Pemhroke  s  ^  Mr.  Camden  recommended  B.  Jonson  to  sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh, who  intnuted  him  with  the  care  and  instruction  of  hi«  son  Walter* 
This  gay  you^h  oould  not  well  brooh  Ben's  rigorous  discipline,  but  took 
the  advantage  of  a  fotble»  which  he  diseorered  in  his  tutor's  disposition, 
t0  emancipniig  himself  from  the  yoke  of  bis  goy^nment.  This  foible  was^ 
}t  seems,  an  nnlucky  habit  whidi  Ben  had  even  then  contra$^>  throngl 
his  love  of  jovial  company*  of  bfing  too  often  overtaken  in  drunkenneis,a 
vice,  of  all  others*  which  air  Wall^  did  most  abominate.  One  day,  when 
Ben,  after  a  plentiiu)  dose*  wai  ^en  into  a  profound  sleep,  his  pupil  hhred 
two  servants  to  place  him  in  a  1^^  basket,  and  tQ  cany  bira  with  a  pole  on 
their  shoulders  to  fir  Walter,  to  «hom  they  repoftH  *  thtH  their  j^aiwg 
master  had  sent  honic  Im  tutor«^ 

Oldya  remarks,  that  in  the  yesg  16H,  when  sir  Walter  published  hw 
<  History  of  the  World,'  there  appears  to  have  been  a  good  uadenti^diof 
between  him  and  B@b  Jqnspn ;  aft  the  verses  explained  in  the  eqgmred 
^nti^ece  of  that  work  were  of  this  poet's  compoffitiost  and  are  iia- 
pwted  in  his  Und^rwiwU^  under  this  title.  The  fmd  qftie  Frontiqikof  H 
a  Booh,  but  the  name  of  the  book  b  not  menttc^ied.  Ohiya's  MS.  Notes 
Mi  I.An|teHAe'8  ^  Livei/  &«»  «rU  B«  Jonson.  See  fifiset.  No.  vs. 
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^aminedy  and  Uie  ofiSmces  agains  thb  raid  cut  out# 
few  plays  would  be  long  enough  for  the  whole  evet^ 
ing's  entertainment* 

But  I  do  not  know  how  they  did  in  those  old 
times:  this  same  Ben  Jonson  has  made  every  one's 
passion  in  this  play  be  towards  money  j  and  yet  not 
one  of  them  expresses  that  desirei  or  endeavours  to 
obtain  it,  any  way  but  what  is  peculiar  to  him  only : 
one  sacrifices  his  wife,  another  his  profession,  another 
his  posterity,  jQrom  the  same  motive  :  but  their  cha- 
racters are  kept  so  skilfully  apart,  that  it  deems  pro- 
digious their  discourses  should  rise  from  the  invention 
of  the  same  author. 

But  the  poets  are  a  ne^t  of  hometsi  and  I  will 
drive  these  thoughts  no  farther  j  but  must  mention 
some  hard  treatment  I  am  like  to  meet  with  from  my 
bro^r  wiltdn*  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the 
tftfflior  of  a  play,  called  *  Love  in  a  Hollow  T^ee*,* 
has  made  some  remarks  upon  my  late  discourse  on 
^  The  Naked  Truths*  I  <s^nnM  blalaie  ^  getitkflian 
fbt  writing  against  any  error ;  it  is  for  the  good  bf 
the  learned  worlds  But  t  would  have  the  thing 
Mtfy  kA;  b^tme^  m  tw^,  sod  not  under  iine  ftct^o 
^on  of  patrons.    But  my  itttefiigence  is,  that  he  has 

<  The  comedy  called  *  Love  in  a  hollow  Tree,'  or/  TkiB  Stalryer's  Vift^ 
Mn^*<8t0,t«to,  N«.  47>  «Ml«0le,)iraB  fidMiafaed  bj  WiUMm  lofd  m- 
dMHtiMitttKin,  ^vlMMte  waft  oa^y  ^uriteea  ycMrsof  i«ge,  wUchiB  fomft 
apology  for  the  many  lAMunKtiei  m  il«  it  was  fiHntedlh  4MU  in  170^  Md 
i«l»Mv%r«clBd,iwlB«li«t«alNibl^  tatliymOBni^y  of  stroHenat  Wiad- 
•on  ikk^^b^^weaam^^  ccaamtted  election  far  Ihe  borough  of  St  M" 
Ma's  It  msi  imti&mBAf  vapristad  by  lAm  ddchesb  of  MaribOMtaighk  mik 
mmn^  &i  iMldthlii*l«NMiip^«r8t4»M;ed  wiih  thb  wtoioA  indeoency  «uid  iU 
mmbm^  ft>¥M»«dMiieAidtbtii^(fr<$BCiipiece'Of  aac(leirf^ 
tmtp^  IlM»  fi^»Mttt  hot]^tiip  as  neiifyifli^a  ctfiM  the  wbiAe  editaoB* 
The  duchess  made  his  IcMrfap  laapla  sepHMttion,  l^  printing  her  Omi 
*M«Bioi|iis''%(A^ihriitefi%i1i«r<i*a^^  Waipole,  CataL  v<aL  is.  p.  8;5a 
<  gnyi'^vf<ft%  neMfetm  #as  a  fOiMllmlfaiML  <o  mw  of  the  best*of  ^0^ 
an  indulgent  father  of  a  numerous  ofispring,  a  kind  master  to  his  «SnraBt^ 
ft^MM«ftfKlM,Urt«aiaiftib,lit^^^  OgdMiAim.* 

Biog.Drwn. 
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dedicated  his  treatise  to  the  iKmouraUe  Mr.  Ed- d 

H rd". 

FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  MAY  27« 

To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Esquire. 

*  SIR, 

*  Being  convinced,  as  the  whole  world  is,  how 
infallible  your  predictions  are,  and  having  the  honour 
to  be  your  near  relation  of  the  Staffian  family,  I  w^as 
under  great  concern  at  one  of  your  predictions  re- 
lating to  yourself,  wherein  you  foretold  your  own 
death  would  happen  on  the  17th  instant*,  unless  it 
were  prevented  by  the  assistance  of  well-disposed 
people  :  I  have  therefore  prevailed  on  my  own  mo- 
desty to  send  you  a  piece  of  news,  which  may  serve 
instead  of  Goddard's^  drops,  to  keep  you  alive  for 

o  Hon.  Edward  Howard,  author  of  seven  plays,  .and  of  an  epic  poenty 
called  *  The  British  Princess.*  He  gained,  however,  no  repntation  as  a 
writer;  but  furnished  food  for  the  contemporary  wits,  who  treated  him 
with  great  severity.    N. 

z  See  this  coni^tional  prediction,  Tatler,  No.  7« 

y  Dr»  Jonathan  Goddard  was  the  physician  and  confidant  of  Cromwell^ 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  medical  professor  of  Gresham  Col- 
lege. He  was  the  first  Englishman  who  made  telescopes;  and  in  the  course 
of  hia  accurate  chemical  experiments  discovered  the  fiimous  elixir,  called 
here  his  drops.  They  are  said  to  have  been  known  and  esteemed  in  France, 
under  the  names  of  Gautes  tTAngleterre^  and  the  recipe  for  them  may  be 
found,  perhaps,  among  his  *  Arcana  Goddardiana.'  Dr.  J.  Goddard  died 
of  an  apoplexy  in  1675.  ^ 

*  Whatever  doctors  may  design  by  their  Hiedicbies,  a  man  in  a  dropijf^ 
drops  he  not,  in  spite  of  Goddard's  drops,  thou^  none  are  reckoned  mdi 
high  dropg*     SwiBt*s  Works,  vol.  xviL  p.  37,  cr.  8vo. 

*  March  24,  1674^*5.  About  ten  o'clock  that  night,  my  veiy  good  fiiend* 
Dr.  Jonathan  Goddard,  reader  of  the  physic  lectures  in  Gresham  Coll€^» 
suddenly  fell  down  dead  in  the  street  as  he  was  entering  into  a  coach.  H^ 
was  a  pretty  corpulent  and  tall  man,  a  bachelor  between  45  and  50  yean 
of  age ;  he  was  melancholy,  inclined  to  be  cynical,  and  used  now  and  then 
to  complain  of  giddiness  in  his  head.  He  was  an  excellent  mathematician, 
and  some  time  physician  to  Oliver  the  Protector.' 

This  is  an  entiy  in  a  curious  memorandum-book,  in  th^  hand-writing' 
of  John  Corners,  an  ingenious  apothecary  in  Shoe-lane.  MSS.  Sloaa, 
958.    Br.  Museum. 

•  There  was  likewise  a  Dr.  WiUiam  Goddard,    See  Ward's   <  Lives  oC    . 
the  Gresham  Professors,'  p.  275,  el  seq^ 
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two  days,  till  nature  be  able  to  recover  itself,  or 
until  you  meet  with  some  better  help  from  other 
hands.  Therefore,  without  farther  ceremony,  I  will 
go  on  to  relate  a  singular  adventure  just  happened  in 
the  place  where  I  am  writing*,  wherein  it  may  be 
highly  useful  for  the  public  to  be  informed. 

*  Three  young  ladies  of  our  town  were  on  Satur- 
day last  indicted  for  witchcraft.  The  witnesses 
against  the  first  deposed  upon  oath,  before  justice 
Bindover,  that  she  kept  spirits  locked  up  in  vessels, 
which  sometimes  appeared  in  flames  of  blue  fire ; 
that  she  used  magical  herbs,  with  some  of  which  she 
drew  in  hundreds  of  men  daily  to  her,  who  went  out 
from  her  presence  all  inflamecC  their  mouths  parched, 
and  a  hot  steam  issuing  from  them,  attended  with  a 
grievous  stench :  that  many  of  the  said  men  were 
by  the  force  of  that  herb  metamorphosed  into  swine, 
and  lay  wallowing  in  the  kennels  for  twenty-four 
hours,  before  they  could  re-assume  their  shapes  or 
their  senses. 

*  It  was  proved  against  the  second,  **  That  she 
cut  off  by  night  the  limbs  from  dead  bodies  that  were 
hanged,  and  was  seen  to  dig  holes  in  the  ground, 
to  mutter  some  conjuring  words,  and  bury  pieces  of 
the  flesh  after  the  usual  manner  of  witches. 

*  The  third  was  accused  for  a  notorious  piece  of  sor- 
cery, long  practised  by  hags,  of  moulding  up  pieces 
of  dough  into  the  shapes  of  men,  women,  and  chilr 
dren  j  then  heating  them  at  a  gentle  fire,  which  had 

>  The  fiction  of  this  letter  fFom  York,  signed  E.  Bedstaff,  is  intended  as 
a  banter  on  the  absurd  prejudices  of  the  vulgar  of  that  and  some  after- 
times,  concerning  witiches  and  witchcraft.  It  might  have  been  communi- 
cated to  Steele  by  his  ftiend  and  fellow-KM)Uegian  at  Merton,  Mr.  Parker, 
afterwards  vicar  at  Embleton,  in  Northumberland.  But  this  is  mentioned 
merely  as  a  conjecture.  See  Biog.  Brit.  art.  Steele.  The  signature  sug- 
gests likewise  another  conjecture.    See  Tatler,  No.  1 1,  note  Twisden. 
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a  sympathetic  power  to  torment  the  bowels  of  those 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

*  Thk  was  the  sum  of  what  was  objected  against 
the  three  ladies,  who,  indeed,  had  nothing  to  say  in 
their  own  defence  but  downright  denying  the  facts, 
which  is  like  to  avail  very  little  when  they  come  upon 
their  trials. 

*  But  the  parson  of  our  parish,  a  strange  refractory 
man,  will  believe  nothing  of  all  this:  so  that  the 
whole  town  cries  out  "  Shame !  that  one  of  his  coat 
should  be  such  an  atheist ;''  and  design  to  complain 
of  him  to  the  bishop.  He  goes  about  very  oddly  to 
solve  the  matter.  He  supposes,  that  the  first  of 
these  ladies,  keeping  a  brandy  and  tobacco  shop,  the 
fellows  went  out  smoking,  and  got  drunk  towards 
evening,  and  made  themselves  beasts.  He  says,  the 
second  is  a  butcher's  daughter,  and  sometimes  brings 
a  quarter  of  mutton  from  the  slaughter-house  over- 
night against  a  market-day,  and  once  buried  a  bit  of 
beef  in  the  ground,  as  a  known  receipt  to  cure  warts 
on  her  hands.  The  parson  affirms,  that  the  third 
sells  gingerbread,  which,  to  please  the  children,  she 
is  forced  to  stamp  with  images  before  it  is  baked ; 
and  if  it  bums  their  guts,  it  is  because  they  eat  too 
much,  or  do  not  drink  afl«r  it. 

^  These  are  the  answers  he  gives  to  solve  those 
wonderful  phenomena ;  upon  which  I  shall  not  ani- 
madvert,  but  leave  it  among  philosophers  :  and  so, 
wishing  you  all  success  in  your  undertakings  for  ibe 
amendment  of  the  world,  I  remain, 
*  D£AR  Cousin, 
'  Your  most  affectionate  kinsman, 
and  humble  servant, 

*York,Miy  16,  1709.  «  EPHEAIM  BeDSTAFF." 
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'  P.S.  Those  who  were  condemned  to  death  among 
the  Athenians  were  obliged  to  take  a  dose  of  poison, 
which  made  them  die  upwards ;  seizing  first  upon 
their  feet,  making  them  cold  and  insensible,  and  so 
ascending  gradually,  till  it  reached  the  vital  parts. 
I  believe  your  death,  which  you  foretold  would 
happen  on  the  17th  instant,  will  fall  out  the  same 
way,  and  that  your  distemper  hath  already  seized  on 
you,  and  makes  progress  daily.  The  lower  part  of 
you,  that  is,  the  Advertisements,  is  dead* ;  and  these 
have  risen  for  these  ten  days  last  past,  so  that  they 
now  take  up  almost  a  whole  paragraph.  Pray,  Sir,  do 
your  endeavour  to  drive  this  distemper  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  extreme  parts,  and  keep  it  there,  as 
wise  folks  do  the  gout :  for  if  it  once  gets  into  your 
stomach,  it  will  soon  fly  up  into  your  head,  and  you 
are  a  dead  man.' 

8T.  James's  coFFEE-HotJSE,  may  27. 

We  hear  from  Leghorn,  that  sir  Edward  Whitaker, 
with  five  men  of  war,  four  transports,  and  two  fire- 
ships,  were  arrived  at  that  port ;  and  admiral  Byng 
was  suddenly  expected.  Their  squadrons  being 
joined,  they  designed  to  sail  directly  for  Final,  to 
transport  the  reinforcements  lodged  in  those  parts 
to  Barcelona. 

They  write  from  Milan,  that  count  Thaun  arrived 
there  on  the  l6th  instant  N.S.  and  proceeded  on  his 
journey  to  Turin  on  the  21st,  in  order  to  concert 
such  measures  with  his  royal  highness  as  shall  appear 
necessary  for  the  operations  of  the  ensuing  cam« 
paign. 

Advices  from  Dauphine  say,  that  the  troops  of 

*  Mr.  Bickentaff  was  far  from  mending  in  this  paiticiilar.  The  a4ver« 
tiaements  in  the  process  of  the  publication  jusUed  out  the  artijcles  of 
newsy  and  probably  contributed  much  more  to  the  s(de  and  spread  of  th^ 
paper. 
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the  duke  of  Sayoy  begin  already  to  appear  in  those 
vsiiieSf  whereof  he  made  himself  master  the  la&t 
yeaar  j  and  that  the  duke  of  Berwick  applied  himi^elf 
with  all  iihaginable  diligence  to  secure  the  passes  of 
the  mountains,  by  ordering  intrenchments  to  be 
ihade  towards  Brian9on,  Tourneau,  and  the  valley  of 
Queiras.  That  geiieral  has  also  been  at  Marseilles 
and  Toulon,  to  hasten  the  transportation  of  the  coftt 
and  provisions  designed  for  bis  army. 

Letters  from  Vienna,  bearing  date  May  the  23d 
N.S.  import,  that  the  cardinal  of  Saxe-Zeits,  and  the 
pifine^  of  Lichtenstein  were  preparing  to  set  out  for 
Preabijrg,  to  assist  at  the  diet  of  the  States  of  Hun- 
gary,  wMch  is  to  be  assembled  at  that  place  on  the 
95th  of  this  month.  General  Heister  will  shortly 
appeair  at  the  heaid  of  his  army  at  Trentschin^  which 
place  is  appointed  for  the  general  rehdezvous  of  tb^ 
imperial  forces  in  Hungary ;  from  whence  he  will 
advftoee  to  lay  siege  to  Newfaausel.  In  the  mean 
tkm  reinforcements,  with  a  great  train  of  artillery^ 
sure  laaf ebing  the  same  way.  The  king  of  Denmark 
arrived  on  the  10th  instant  at  Inspnickj  £Uid  en  the 
QSth  at  Dre^eU,  undei^  a  triple  discharge  of  the  ar-s 
^ery  of  that  |>la€e  ^  but  his  majesty  tefcrsed  tbd 
ceremonies  of  a  public  entry. 

Ottr  lettefd  from  the  Upper  Rhine  s^y,  that  the 
imperial  army  began  to  form  itself  at  Etlcngen ) 
where  the  respective  deputies  of  the  Elector  Palatine^ 
the  prince  of  Baden  Dtii'kebv  tb^  bisfaopriG  of  Spires, 
&e«  were  assembled^  and  had  tak^n  th^  necessary 
measures  for  the  provision  of  forage,  the  security  of 
the  eoufilry  igainilt  the  inciirbioiiil  of  the  enemy,  and 
laying  a  bridge  over  the  Rhine.  Several  vessels 
tadten  tf ith  eMft  af *  dttily  passffif  Mbf e  ftAnkfoTt 
ibf  th$  Lower  fttiifte. 

Letters  from  Poland  inform  us,  that  a  detachment 
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of  Muscovite  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  general 
Infland,  bad  joined  the  confederate  army ;  and  the 
infantry,  commanded  by  general  Goltz,  was  expected 
to  come  up  within  few  days.  These  succours  will 
amount  to  20,000  men. 

Our  last  advices  from  the  Hague,  dated  June  the 
4th  N.S.  say,  that  they  expected  a  courier  from  the 
French  court,  with  a  ratification  of  the  preliminaries, 
that  night  or  the  day  follov*^ing.  His  grace  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  will  set  out  for  Brussels  dn  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday  next,  if  the  despatches  which  are 
expected  from  Paris  do  not  alter  his  resolutions.  Let*, 
tef  s  from  Majorca  confirm  the  honourable  capitulation 
of  the  castle  of  Alicftnt,  and  also  the  death  of  the 
governor,  m^or-gieneral  Richards,  colonel  Sibourg^ 
and  majdr  VignoUcs,  who  Wefe  all  buried  in  the  ruins 
of  that  place  by  the  springing  of  their  great  mine> 
which  did,  it  seems,  ftiore  execution  than  w^s  report- 
ed. Monsieur  Torcy  passed  through  Mohs  in  his 
return,  and  hftd  there  a  long  conference  with  the 
elector  of  BaVariA ;  after  which^  that  prince  spoke 
publicly  of  the  treatment  he  had  received  from  France 
with  the  utmost  indignation. 


#  « 


Any  person  that  shall  come  publicly  abroad 
in  a  fantastical  habits  contrary  to  the  present  mode 
and  fashion,  except  don  Diego  Dismallo^,  or  any 
other  out  of  poverty,  shall  have  his  name  and  dress 
inserted  in  oiir  next. 

N.B.  Mr.  How.d*ye-call  is  desired  to  leave  off 
those  buttons. 

^  This  is  well  ktio^trfi  tO  hatft  betki  ft  hick-flftiht;^  glf«t)>  in  thfe  rftge  of 
|>«rt^,  tb  a  very  refepectaWe  nobteaiAii,  thie  earl  of  Nottingham,  Mrho  » 
mentioned  under  thftt  namfe  in  tbe  *  Histoi*y  of  John  Bull/  in  the  *  Bst- 
aminer/  and  in  Sv(rtft*8  Works,  rol.  Hit,  p.  168,  aird  vol.  xit.  p.  ^2,  attd 
*  Examiner/  vol.  iii.  No.  44.  Biit  Stede  objects  to  this  ^plieatioti  df  the 
character. — See  Guardian,  No.  53.    He  seems,  however,  when  he  wrote 
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No.  22.    TUESDAY,  May  31,  1709-* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines  — 

—  nostri  est  farrago  libellu         Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dreara. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


white's  chocolate-house,  may  28, 

I  CAME  hither  this  evening  to  see  fashions  ;  and  who 
should  I  first  encounter  but  my  old  friend  Cynthio'' 
(encompassed  by  a  crowd  of  young  fellows)  dictating 
on  the  passion  of  love  with  the  gayest  air  imaginable ! 
*  Well/  says  he,  *  as  to  what  I  know  of  the  matter, 
there  is  nothing  but  ogling  with  skill  carries  a 
woman  ;  but  indeed  it  is  not  every  fool  that  is 
capable  of  this  art ;  you  will  find  twenty  can 
speak  eloquently,  fifty  can  fight  manfully,  and  a 
thousand  that  can  dress  genteelly  at  a  mistress, 
where  there  is  one  that  can  gaze  skilfully.  This  re- 
quires an  exquisite  judgment,  to  take  the  language  of 
her  eyes  to  your*s  exactly,  and  not  let  your's  talk  too 
fast  for  her*s ;  as  at  a  play  between  the  acts,  when 
beau  Frisk  stands  upon  a  bench  full  in  Lindamira's 
face,  and  her  dear  eyes  are  searching  round  to  avoid 
that  fiaring  open  fool ;  she  meets  the  watchful  glance 
of  her  true  lover,  and  sees  his  heart  attentive  on  her 
charms,  and  waiting  for  a  second  twinkle  of  her  eye 
for  his   next  motion.'      Here   the  good   company 

*  Steele's. 

the  passage  referred  to  in  the  Guardian,  to  have  forgotten  Tatler,  No.  31. 
of  which,  if  he  was  not  the  author,  he  was  certamly  the  editor.  Bicker- 
staff  is  directly  charged  by  the  '  Examiner,'  as  the  first  who  introduced 
Uiis  nobleman  in  print  under  this  name,  *  and  upon  no  less  an  important 
fi£^,  thsm  the  oddness  of  his  buttons.' — Examiner,  yol.  iii.  No.  48. 
^  See  Tatler,  Nos.  15,  55,  and  note,  and  85.  j  and  Lover,  No,  38, 
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sneered ;  but  he  goes  oil.  *  Nor  is  this  attendance  a 
slavery,  when  a  man  meets  with  encouragement,  and 
her  eye  comes  often  in  his  way :  for,  after  an  evening 
so  spent,  and  the  repetition  of  four  or  five  significant 
looks  at  him,  the  happy  man  goes  home  to  his  lodg- 
ing full  of  ten  thousound  pleasing  images  :  his  brain 
is  dilated,  and  gives  him  all  the  ideas  and  prospects 
which  it  ever  lets  into  its  seat  of  pleasure.  Thus  a 
kind  look  from  Lindamira  revives  in  his  imagination 
all  the  beauteous  lawns,  green  fields,  woods,  forests, 
rivers,  and  solitudes,  which  he  had  ever  before  seen 
in  picture,  description,  or  real  life  :  and  all  with  this 
addition,  that  he  now  sees  them  with  the  eyes  of  a 
happy  lover,  as  before  only  with  those  of  a  common 
man.  You  laugh,  gentlemen,  but  consider  your- 
seves  (you  common  people  that  were  never  in  love), 
and  compare  yourselves  in  good  humour  with  your- 
selves out  of  humour,  and  you  will  then  acknowledge, 
that  all  external  objects  affect  you  according  to  the 
dispositions  you  are  in  to  receive  their  impressions^ 
and  not  as  those  objects  are  in  their  own  nature. 
How  much  more  shall  all  that  passes  within  his  view 
and  observation  touch  with  delight  a  man  who  is 
prepossessed  with  successful  love,  which  is  an  assem- 
blage of  soft  affections,  gay  desires,  and  hopeful  re- 
solutions ?' 

Poor  Cynthio  went  on  at  this  rate  to  the  crowd 
about  him,  without  any  purpose  in  his  talk,  but  to 
vent  an  heart  overflowing  with  sense  of  success.  I 
wondered  what  could  exalt  him  from  the  distress,  in 
which  he  had  long  appeared,  to  so  much  alacrity  j 
but  my  familiar  has  given  me  the  state  of  his  af&irs. 
It  seems,  then,  that  lately  coming  out  of  the  play- 
house, his  mistress,  who  knows  he  is  in  her  livery, 
as  the  manner  of  insolent  beauties  is,  resolved  to 
keep  him  still  so,  and  gave  him  so  much  wages  as  to 
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complain  to  him  of  the  crowd  she  was  to  pass 
through.  He  had  his  wits  and  resolution  enough 
about  him  to  take  her  hands  and  say,  he  woidd  at-r 
t^nd  her  to  the  coach.  All  the  way  tiiither  my  good 
young  man  stammered  at  every  word,  and  stumbled 
at  every  step.  His  mistress,  wonderfully  pleased 
with  her  triumph,  put  to  him  a  thousand  questions, 
to  make  a  man  of  his  natural  wit  speak  with  hesita- 
tion; and  let  drop  her  fan,  to  see  him  recover  it 
awkwardly.  This  is  the  whole  foundation  of  Cyn- 
thio's  recovery  to  the  sprightly  air  he  appears  with 
s^t  present. 

I  grew  mighty  curious  to  kpow  something  more 
of  that  lady's  a^irs,  as  being  am^Lzed  how  she  could 
dally  with  an  oflfer  of  one  of  his  merit  and  fortune. 
I  sent  Pacolet  to  her  lodgings,  who  immediately 
brought  me  back  the  foUpwing  latter  to  her  fnend 
and  confidant  Amanda  in  the  country,  wherein  she 
has  ppened  her  heart  and  all  its  fold^  : 

*    Plf:AE  AMANDA, 

*  The  towu  grows  so  empty,  that  ypu  murt 
^jcpect  my  letter  so  too,  ^xqept  yw  will  allow  me  to 
t^lk  of  myself  instead  of  others :  ypu  cannot  imagine 
what  pain  it  is,  after  a  whole  d»y  spent  in  publi<!, 
to  want  your  company,  and  the  ease  which  friendship 
^llpws  in  being  vain  to  each  pth^,  and  speaking  all 
Q4r  mind«f  An  account  of  th^  slaijghter  whiph 
thesis  unhappy  eyes  have  mad«  within  ten  days  last 
p^st,  would  make  me  app«w  too  great  a  tyiiant  tp  b© 
^llow^d  in  a  Christian  eountry*  I  shalli  therefore, 
confine  myself  to  my  prineijpal  eonqnests,  which  ar^ 
the  hearts  pf  beau  Frisk  and  Ja(?k  Freeland,  besid^i 
Cynthio,  who,  you  know,  wore  my  fetteri^  before 
you  went  put  of  tpwn.  Shdl  I  tell  ypu  my  weak, 
ness  ?    I  begin  to  Iwe  Frisk ;  it  isi  the  be?t*humo»r§d 
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impertinent  thing  in  the  world :  he  is  always  too  in 
weuiting,  and  will  certainly  carry  me  off  one  time  or 
otiier^     Freeland's  father  and  mine  have  been  upon 
treaty  without  consulting  me ;  and  Cynthio  has  been 
eternally  watching  my  eyes,   without   approaching 
me,  pay  friends,  my  maid,  or  any  one  about  me :  he 
hopes  to  get  -me,  I  believe,  as  they  say  the  rattle- 
snake does  the  squirrel,  by  staring  at  me  till  I  drop 
inti>  his  mouth.    Freeland  demands  me  for  a  jointure, 
which  he  thinks  deserves  me ;  Cynthio  thinks  notJiin^ 
higii  enough  to  be  my  value  :  Freeland  therefore  will 
take  it  fOT  no  obligation  to  have  me ;  and  Cynthio's 
idea  of  me  is  what  will  vanish  by  knowing  me  better. 
Familiarity  will  equally  turn  the  veneration  of  the 
one,  and  the  ifidifference  of  the  other,  into  contempt, 
I  will  stick,  therefore,  to  my  old  maxim,  to  have  that 
sort  of  man,  who  can  have  no  greater  views  than 
what  are  in  my  power  to  give  him  possession   of. 
The  utmost  of  my  dear  FrisJc's  ambition  is,  to  be 
thought  a  man  of  fashion ;  and,  therefore,  has  been 
so  much  in  mode,  as  to  resolve  upeai  me,  because  the 
iwhole  town  likes  me.     Thus  I  choose  rather  a  man 
who  lov^  me  because  others  do,  than  one  who  ap- 
^proves  me  on  his  own  judgment.     He  that  judges 
fer  himself  in  love  will  often  change  his  opinion ; 
but  he  4feat  follows  the  sense  of  others  must  be  con- 
stant, as  long  as  a  woman  can  make  sicjvancefii.     TJie 
visits  I  iRskfe  the  e»tert%aniefttsi  I  give,  and  tiba  ad- 
dMsses  I  receive,  will  be  ail  arguments  for  me  with 
a  man  of  Frisk'sf  second-hand  genius  j  but  wo^l4  h^ 
§p  mmy  bars  to  my  happiness  with  pny  other  fqiaii. 
However,   since  FVisfc  can  wait,    I   shall  ei^oy  a 
suffljwer  pr  two  longer,  mi  revii^^n  a  single  woro^wa, 
m  the  ftiibliiae  pk^ure  of  bemg  followed  and  ad- 
mired }  which   nothing  can   equal,  except  thsiX   of 
being  beloved  by  you.     I  am,'  ^c. 
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will's  COFFSS-HOUSEy  MAY  301 

Mt  chief  business  here  this  evening  was  to  speak  to 
my  friends  in  behalf  of  honest  Cave  Underbill^  who 
has  been  a  comic  for  three  generations :  my  father  ad- 
mired him  extremely  when  he  was  a  boy.  There  is 
certainly  nature  excellently  represented  in  his  manner 
of  action ;  in  which  he  ever  avoided  that  general 
fault  in  players,  of  doing  too  much.  It  must  be 
confessed,  he  has  not  the  merit  of  some  ingenious  per* 
sons  now  on  the  stage,  of  adding  to  his  authors ;  for 
the  actors  were  so  dull  in  the  last  age,  that  many  of 
them  have  gone  out  of  the  world  without  having  ever 
q)oke  one  word  of  their  own  in  the  theatre.  Poor 
Cave  is  so  mortified,  that  he  quibbles  and  tells  you, 
he  pretends  only  to  act  a  part  fit  for  a  man  who  has 
one  foot  in  the  grave,  viz.  a  grave-digger  %  All  ad- 
mirers of  true  comedy,  it  is  hoped,  will  have  the 
gratitude  to  be  present  on  the  last  day  of  his  acting, 
who,  if  he  does  not  happen  to  please  them,  will  liave 
it  even  then  to  say,  that  it  is  his  first  offence. 

But  there  is  a  gentleman  here,  who  says  he  has  it 
from  good  hands,  that  there  is  actually  a  subscription 
made  by  many  persons  of  wit  and  quality  for  the 
encouragement  of  new  comedies.  This  design  wiU 
very  much  contribute  to  the  improvement  and  diver- 
sion of  the  town :  but  as  every  man  is  most  con- 

d  See  Tatler,  No.  20.  and  notes. 

Colley  Gibber  says,  <  Underhill  was  a  correct  and  natural  comedian; 
his  particular  excellence  was  in  characters  that  may  be  called  stiU4ifep  I 
mean  the  stsS,  the  heavy,  and  the  stupid;  to  these  he  gave  the  exactest  and 
most  expressive  colours,  and  in  some  of  them  looked  as  if  it  were  not  in 
the  power  of  human  passions  to  alter  a  feature  of  him.  A  countenance  of 
wood  could  not  be  more  fixed  than  his,  when  the  blockhead  of  a  character 
required  it:  his  face  was  full  and  long;  from  his  crown  to  the  end  of  his 
nose,  was  the  shorter  half  of  it,  so  that  the  disproportion  of  his  lower  fea- 
tures, when  soberly  composed,  threw  him  into  the  most  lumpish,  moping 
mortal,  that  ever  made  beholders  merry  i  not  but,  at  other  times,  he  could 
be  wakened  into  spirit  equally  ridiculous.' 

•  In  thb  character  he  was  particularly  admired.-»Cibber. 
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cerned  for  himself,  I,  who  am  of  a  saturnine  and 
melancholy  complexion,  cannot  but  murmur,  that 
there  is  not  an  equal  invitation  to  write  tragedies ; 
having  by  me,  in  my  book  of  common  places,  enough 
to  enable  me  to  finish  a  very  sad  one  by  the  5th  of 
the  next  month.  I  have  the  farewell  of  a  general, 
with  a  truncheon  in  his  hand,  dying  for  love,  in  six 
lines.  I  have  the  principles  of  a  politician  (who 
does  all  the  mischief  in  the  play),  together  with  his 
declaration  on  the  vanity  of  ambition  in  his  last  mo- 
ments,  expressed  in  a  page  and  an  half.  I  have  all 
my  oaths  ready,  and  my  similies  want  nothing  but 
application.  I  will  not  pretend  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count  of  the  plot,  it  being  the  same  design  up6n 
which  all  tragedies  have  been  writ  for  several  ye^ra 
last  past ;  and  from  the  beginning  of  the  first  scene, 
the  frequenters  of  the  house  may  know  as  well  as  the 
author,  when  the  battle  is  to  be  fought,  the  lady  to 
yield,  and  the  hero  proceed  to  his  wedding  and  coro^ 
nation.  Besides  these  advantages  which  I  have  in 
readiness,  I  have  an  eminent  tragedian  very  much 
my  friend,  who  shall  come  in  and  go  through  the 
whole  five  acts,  without  troubling  me  for  one  sen- 
tence,  whether  he  is  to  kill  or  be  killed,  love  or  be 
loved,  win  battles  or  lose  them,  or  whatever  other 
tragical  performance  I  shall  please  to  assign  him. 

FROM    MY  OWN   APARTMENT,  MAY  30, 

I  HAVE  this  day  received  a  letter,  subscribed  Fidelia, 
that  gives  me  an  account  of  an  enchantment  under 
which  a  young  lady  suffers,  and  desires  my  help  to  exor- 
cise her  from  the  power  of  the  sorcerer.  Her  lover  is  a 
rake  of  sixty ;  the  lady  a  virtuous  woman  of  twenty- 
five  :  her  relations  are  to  the  last  degree  afflicted, 
and  amazed  at  this  irregular  passion :  their  sorrow  I 
know  not  how  to  remove,  but  can  their  astonishment ; 
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for  there  is  up  spirit  in  woman  half  so  prevalent  as 
that  of  eontradictioi),  which  is  the  sole  c^use  of  her 
per0everQ.nce*  Let  tKe  whol^  family  go  dressed  in  a 
hodyt  md  cgjl  the  bride  to-morrow  morning  to  her 
nuptialSf  find  I  will  undertake  the  inconstant  will 
fprget  her  lover  in  the  midst  of  all  his  aches.  But 
if  this  ei^pedient  does  not  succ^ed^  J  must  be  so  just 
to  the  young  lady's  distinguishing  sense,  as  to  ap^ 
pUud  her  choice*  A  fine  young  woman,  at  last,  is 
but  what  is  due  from  fate  to  an  honest  fellow,  who 
has  sufllered  so  unmercifully  by  the  sex ;  and  I  think 
we  cannot  enough  celebrate  her  heroic  virtue,  who 
(like  the  patriot  that  ended  a  pestilence  by  plunging 
himself  into  a  gulph)  gives  herself  up  to  gorge  that 
dragon  which  has  devoured  so  many  virgins  before 
her, 

*^*  A  letter  directed  *  To  Isaac  Bickerstaff, 
esquire.  Astrologer  and  Physician  in  Ordinary  tp  her 
Majestjr's  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  with  respect/  is 
come  to  hand. 


Hiui    Ml    "iiiii'i  I    null 
Np.  ?S.    THyRSDAY,   June  Q,  17Q9.* 

.         — .lit.'       .    i n r: r— : — t-. — 

—  nostri  est  /arvtfgo  HffefU,  Juy.  g^t^^i  85,  i?^. 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  m>thy  ?&per  sei^  fqr  Us  theme.  P. 


WHITENS  CHOCOLATE-HOUSE,  MAY  31, 

Thb  generality  et  mankind  are  sq  very  fend  ef  this 
world,  and  of  staying  in  it,  that  a  man  cannot  have 
eminent  skill  In  any  one  art,  but  they  will,  ift  spite 
of  his  teeth,  make  him  a  physician  also,  that  being 
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the  science  the  worldlings  have  most  n«e4  oft  | 
pretencled,  when  I  fir^t  ^et  \ip,  to  astrology  wljr  j 
but,  I  am  told,  I  have  deep  skill  also  in  medi^ipe*  I 
am  applied  tp  npw  by  a  gentleman  for  niy  advice  in 
behalf  of  his  wife,  who^  upon  the  least  niatrimonial 
difficulty,  is  excessively  trpubJed  with  fits,  ?^n4  cfin 
bear  no  mjinner  of  passion  without  falling  into  imine-r 
diate  convulsions.  I  must  ppnfes^  it  is  a  cfise  I  h^^ 
known  before,  and  remeinber  the  party  wfts  reco^ 
vered  by  certain  words  pronounced  in  the  nridjst  pf 
the  fit,  by  the  learned  doctor  whQ  perfprroefl  the 
Qiire.  These  ails  h^ve  usually  their  beginnin|r  f^QVR 
the  affections  of  th?  mind  :  therefore  ypu  jnufit  h^v^ 
patienee  to  let  me  giye  ypy  an  instance,  whereby  you 
may  discern  the  (?ause  pf  the  distemper^  *nd  then 
proceed  in  the  cure,  as  foUowfs : 

A  fine  town-l^dy  wa?  married  tp  a  gentleman  pf 
ancient  ^descent  in  pne  of  the  counties  of  Great 
Britain,  who  had  gopd^humour  to  a  weakness,  an4 
wa^  that  sort  of  person,  of  whom  it  is  usually  m^ 
he  w  no  man's  enemy  bnt  his  own :  pne  whp  bad  top 
much  tenderness  pf  ponl  Uf  hftve  any  autbprity 
with  his  wife  i  and  she  too  Uttlp  sense  to  give  him 
authority,  for  that  reason.  His  kind  wife  observed 
thig  temper  in  him,  and  made  proper  vse  pf  it,  But, 
knowing  it  was  below  a  gentlewomftB  tp  wrani^f  §he 
resplved  upon  an  ejtpedient  tp  save  deeprum,  fl»d 
weai'  her  dear  to  her  point  at  the  same  time^  She 
therefore  took  upon  her  to  govern  him,  by  fdUng 
into  fits  whenever  she  was  repidsed  in  a  request,  or 
eontradicted  in  a  discourse.  It  was  a  fish-day,  M^en, 
in  the  midst  of  her  husband's  good-humour  at  table, 
she  bethought  herself  to  try  her  projectf  She  m*de 
signs  that  she  had  swallowed  a  bone.  The  mssi  grew 
pale  as  ashes,  and  ran  to  her  assi^tanee,  pidling  for 
drink.    *  ]Mp,  my  de*r,'  said  she,  recovering,  ^  it  is 
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down  ;  do  not  be  frightened/  This  accident  betrayed 
his  softness  enough.  The  next  day  she  complained, 
a  lady's  chariot,  whose  husband  had  not  half  his 
estate,  had  a  crane-neck,  and  hung  with  twice  the  air 
that  hers  did.  He  answered,  *  Madam,  you  know 
my  income ;  you  know  I  have  lost  two  coach-horses 
this  spring.' — Down  she  fell. — *  Hartshorn !  Betty, 
Susan,  Alice,  throw  water  in  her  face.'  With  much 
care  and  pains,  she  was  at  last  brought  to  herself,  and 
the  vehicle  in  which  she  visited  was  amended  in  the 
nicest  manner,  to  prevent  relapses;  but  they  fre- 
quently happened  during  that  husband's  whole  life, 
which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  end  in  a  few  years 
after.  The  disconsolate  soon  pitched  upon  a  very 
agreeable  successor,  whom  she  very  prudently  de- 
signed to  govern  by  the  same  method.  This  man 
knew  her  little  arts,  and  resolved  to  break  through 
all  tenderness,  and  be  absolute  master  as  soon  as 
occasion  offered.  One  day  it  happened,  that  a  dis- 
course  arose  about  furniture  :  he  was  very  glad  of  the 
occasion,  and  fell  into  an  invective  against  china, 
protesting,  he  would  never  let  five  pounds  more  of 
his  money  be  laid  out  that  way  as  long  as  he  breathed  ^ 
She  immediately  fainted. — He  starts  up  as  amazed, 
and  calls  for  help. — Tlie  maids  run  to  the  closet. — 
He  chafes  her  face,  bends  her  forward,  and  beats  the 
palms  of  her  hands:  her  convulsions  increase,  and 
down  she  tumbles  on  the  floor,  where  she  lies  quite 

'  About  this  time  a  fashion  of  collecting  useless  pieces  of  china  began 
to  be  yery  prevalent.  It  was  indulged  for  some  years  at  great  expense, 
and  to  astonishing  degrees.  Nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  vast  pyramids  of 
this  ware  in  beaufets,  on  chimney-pieces,  and  wherever  they  could  be 
placed :  insomuch  that  houses  in  those  days  looked  more  like  shops  full  of 
this  inerchandize  for  sale,  than  habitations  furnished  with  such  things  for 
use  or  convenience.  Addison  ridicules  this  absurdity  in  a  paper  finished 
after  his  best  manner.  Lover,  No.  10. — ^  What  do  I  know  whether  china 
be  dear  or  no  ?  I  once  took  a  fancy  of  resolving  to  go  mad  for  it,  but 
now  it  is  off*    Swift's  •  Works,'  vol.  xxii.  p.  55.  crown  8vo. 
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dead,  in  spite  of  what  tlie  whole  family,  frOm  the 
nursery  to  the  kitchen,  could  do  for  her  relief* 

While  every  servant  was  thus  helping  or  lamenting 
their  mistress,  he,  fixing  his  cheek  to  hers,  seemed  to 
be  following  in  a  trance  of  sorrow;  but  secretly 
whispers  her,  *  My  dear,  this  will  never  do :  what  is 
within  my  power  and  fortune,  you  may  always  com- 
mand ;  but  none  of  your  artifices  :  you  are  quite  in 
other  hands  than  those  you  passed  these  pretty 
passions  upon/  This  made  her  almost  in  the  condi- 
tion she  pretended ;  her  convulsions  now  came  thicker, 
nor  was  she  to  be  held  down.  The  kind  man  doubles 
his  care,  helps  the  servants  to  throw  water  in  her 
face  by  full  quarts  ;  and  when  the  sinking  part  of  the 
fit  came  again,  *  Well,  my  dear,'  said  he,  '  I  applaud 
your  action;  but  I  must  take  my  leave  of  you  till 
you  are  more  sincere  with  me  ;  farewell  for  ever  :  you 
shall  always  know  where  to  hear  of  me,  and  want  for 
nothing/  With  that  he  ordered  the  maids  to  keep 
plying  her  with  hartshorn,  w^hile  he  went  for  a  physi- 
cian :  he  was  scarce  at  the  stair-head  when  she  fol- 
lowed, and,  pulling  him  into  a  closet,  thanked  him 
for  her  cure  ;  which  was  so  absolute,  that  she  gave 
me  this  relation  herself,  to  be  communicated  for  the 
benefit  of  all  the  voluntary  invalids  of  her  sex. 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  june  1. 

Advices  from  Brussels  of  the  sixth  instant  N.  S.  say, 
his  highness  prince  Eugene  had  received  a  letter  from 
monsieur  Torcy,  wherein  that  minister,  after  many 
expressions  of  great  respect,  acquaints  him,  that  his 
master  had  absolutely  refused  to  sign  the  prelimina- 
ries to  the  treaty  which  he  had,  in  his  Majesty's 
behalf,  consented  to  at  the  Hague.  Upon  the  receipt 
of  this  intelligence,  the  face  of  things  at  that  place 
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Was  immediately  Altered,  and  the  necessary  orders 
were  ti^attsmitted  to  the  tfoops  (which  lay  most  re- 
mote from  thehde)  to  move  towards  the  place  of  ren- 
deivoud  with  all  expedition*  The  enemy  seem  also 
to  prepare  for  the  field,  and  have  at  present  drawn 
together  twenty-five  thousand  men  in  the  plains  of 
Len«.  Marshall  Villars  is  at  the  head  of  those  tfoops ; 
ftlid  has  given  the  Generals  under  his  command  all 
possible  assurances,  that  he  will  turn  the  fate  of  the 
War  to  the  advantage  of  his  master. 

'they  Write  from  the  Hague  of  the  7th,  that  mon- 
fiieuf  Kouille  had  received   orders  from  the    courl 
of  France,  to  signify  to  the  States-General,  and  the 
ministers  of  the  high  Allies,  that  the  king  could  not 
consent  to  the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  as 
It  wfes  ofiered  to  him  by  monsieur  Torcy.    The  great 
difficulty  is  the  business  of  Spain,  on  which  particular 
his  ministers  seemed  only  to  say,  during  the  treaty, 
that  it  was  not  so  immediately  under  their  master^s 
direction^  as  that  he  could  engage  for  its  being '  re- 
Httquiished  by  the  duke  of  Anjou :  but  now  he  posi- 
tively answers,  that  he  cannot  comply  with  what  his 
minister  has  promised  in  his  behalf,  even  in  such 
points  as  are  wholly  in  himself  to  act  in,  or  not.  This 
has  had  no  other  effect  than  to  give  the  alliance  fresh 
arguments  for  being  diffident  of  engagements  entered 
into  by  France.     The  pensioner  made  a  report  of  all 
Which  this  minister  had  declared  to  the  deputies  of 
the  States-General,  and  all  things  turn  towards  a 
vigorous  war.     The  duke  of  Marlborough  designed 
to  leave  the  Hague  within  two  days,  in  order  to  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  army,  which  is  to  assemble 
on  th6  17th  instant  between  the  Scheld  and  the  Lis. 
A  fleet  of  eighty  sail,  laden  with  corn  from  the  Bal- 
tic, is  arrived  in  the  Texel.     The  States  have  sent 
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circular  letters  to  sill  the  provinces,  to  notify  this 
change  of  affairs,  dnd  animate  their  snbjects  to  ttew 
resolutions  in  defence  of  their  c6untry. 

FROM  MY  OWN  APAETMENT,  MAY  31. 

The  public  is  not  so  little  my  concern,  though  I  am 
but  a  student^  as  that  I  should  not  interest  myself  iti 
the  present  great  things  in  agitation.  I  ^m  still  «f 
opinion  the  French  king  will  sign  the  preliminari^d* 
With  that  view,  I  have  sent  him,  by  my  familiar,  the 
following  epistle,  and  admonished  him,  on  pain  of 
what  I  shall  say  of  him  to  future  generations,  to  Mt 
with  sincerity  on  this  occasion  ; 

'LONDON,  HAY  5). 

<  Isaac  fiiCKERSTAFF,   esq.   of  Great  Btitftin^   id 
*  Lewis  XIV.  of  France. 

*  TrtE  sur]f)rizing  news  which  arrived  this  day,  of  yoUf 
mdje^ty^s  having  tefUsed  td  sign  the  trfeaty  ytnlf 
ittitiiste^s  have  in  A  iflanfter  sued  fol*,  is  whjtt  gives 
gtound  to  this  application  to  youi*  majesty^  from  one, 
whose  name,  perhaps,  is  too  obscure,  to  haVe  evef 
reached  your  territories :  but  one,  Who^  with  all  the 
Eufdpeiih  WWld,  i^  affected  with  yOul:'  deterrhindtiOAJ>. 
I^hetfefdi-e^  as  it  is  mine  and  the  common  catlfee  tst 
Aidttkirld,  I  presume  to  expostulate  with  you  on  this 
ot^casldn.  It  xtill,  I  donbt  hot,  appe^f  to  the  vulgdf 
extravagslHt,  that  the  actioftS  of  a  mighty  prince 
should  be  bakneed  by  the  c5ensure  of  4  private  iftan> 
whose  approbation  or  dislike  are  equally  contempti- 
ble in  th€ir  eyes,  when  they  fegafd  the  thwnes  of 
Sbvefeigns.  But  your  majesty  has  shown,  through 
the  whole  course  of  your  reign,  too  great  a  v^oe  fieif 
llbef  Al  km,  to  be  ifls^^nsible  that  true  fame  lies  duly 
in  the  hands  of  learned  men,  by  whom  it  is  ta  be 
tlrftfismitted  to  futurity^  l^fth  mflrks  <^  boftifirtyr  &t  tt- 
pfOkth  Id  th*  tftd  of  trffie.     the  date  of  human  life 
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is  too  short  to  recompense  the  cares  which  attend  the 
most  private  condition.     Therefore  it  is,  that  our 
souls  are  made  as  it  were  to  big  for  it ;  and  extend 
themselves  in  the  prospect  of  a  longer  existence,  in 
a  good  fame  and  memory  of  worthy  actions,  after 
our  decease.      The  whole  race  of  men  have   this 
passion  in  some  degree  implanted  in  their  bosoms, 
which  is  the  strongest  and  noblest  incitation  to  honest 
attempts:  but  the  base  use  of  the  arts  of  peace, 
eloquence,  poetry,  and  all  the  parts  of  learning,  have 
been  possessed  by  souls  so  unworthy  of  those  faculties, 
that  the  names  and  appellations  of  things  have  been 
confounded  by  the  labours  and  writings  of  prostituted 
men,   who  have   stamped   a   reputation  upon  such 
actions  as  are  in  themselves  the  objects  of  contempt 
and  disgrace.     This  is  that  which  has  misled  your 
majesty  in  the  conduct  of  your  reign,  and  made  that 
life,  which  might  have  been  the  most  imitable,  the 
most  to  be  avoided.     To  this  it  is,  that  the  great  and 
excellent  qualities,  of  which  your  majesty  is  master, 
are  Ipst  in  their  application :  and  your  majesty  has 
been   carrying  on  for  many  years  the  most  cruel 
tyranny,  with  all  the  noble  methods  which  are  used 
to  support  a  just  reign.     Thus  it  is,  that  it  avmls 
nothing  that  you  are  a  bountiful  master  j  that  you 
are  so  generous  as  to  reward  even  the  unsuccessful 
with  honour  and  riches'^;  that  no  laudable   action 
passes  unrewarded    in    your   kingdom**;    that  you 

t  One  of  his  ministers^  in  excuse  for  his  ill  success  in  a  business  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  saying,  '  That  he  had  rather  been  unfortunate  than  cul-> 
pable ;'  it  was  answered,  '  That  the  king  had  no  farther  occasion  for  his 
service,  for  though  he  gave  pensions,  he  did  not  give  employments  to  the 
unfortunate.* 

b  This  passage  receives  some  illustration  from  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  of  M.  Colbert  to  Isaac  Vossius,  in  June,  1662 :  *  Sir,  Though  the 
king  is  not  your  sovereign,  he  wishes  nevertheless  to  be  your  benefactor, 
and  commanded  me  to  send  you  the  inclosed  letter  of  exchange,  as  a  maiic 
of  hb  esteem,  and  a  pledge  of  his  protection.    It  is  noted  by  every  body 
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have  searched  all  nations  for  obscure  merit  I  in  a 
word,  that  you  are  in  your  private  character  endowed 
with  every  princely  quality ;  when  all  this  is  subjected 
to  unjust  and  ill-taught  ambition,  which,  to  the  injury 
of  the  world,  is  gilded  by  those  endowments.  How- 
ever, if  your  majesty  will  condescend  to  look  into 
your  own  soul,  and  consider  all  its  faculties  and 
weaknesses  with  impartiality  ;  if  you  will  but  be  con- 
vinced,  that  life  is  supported  in  you  by  the  ordinary 
methods  of  food,  rest,  and  sleep  ;  you  would  think 
it  impossible  that  you  could  ever  be  so  much  imposed 
on,  as  to  have  been  wrought  into  a  belief,  that  so 
many  thousands  of  the  same  make  with  yourself  were 
formed  by  Providence  for  no  other  end,  but  by  the 
hazard  of  their  very  being  to  extend  the  conquests 
and  glory  of  an  individual  of  their  own  species.  A 
very  little  reflection  will  convince  your  majesty,  that 
such  cannot  be  the  intent  of  the  Creator ;  and  if 
not,  what  horror  must  it  give  your  majesty  to  think 
of  the  vast  devastations  your  ambition  has  made 
among  your  fellow-creatures !  While  the  warmth  of 
youth,  the  flattery  of  crowds,  ajicj  a  continual  series 
of  success  and  triumph,  indulged  your  majesty  in  this 
illusion  of  mind,  it  was  less  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
you  proceeded  in  this  mistaken  pursuit  of  grandeur ; 
but  when  age,  disappointments',  public  calamiti^, 
personal  distempers^  and  the  reverse  of  all  that  makes 
men  forget  their  true  being,  are  fallen  upon  you ; 
heavens !  is  it  possible  you  can  live  without  remorse  ? 
can  the  wretched  man  be  a  tyrant  ?  can  grief  study 
torments  ?  can  sorrow  be  cruel  ? 

*  Your  majesty  will  observe,  I  do  not  bring  against 

how  worthily  you  tread  in  th<  steps  of  the  celebrated  Vossius  your  father. 
— ^These  things  being  known  to  his  majesty,  he  takes  a  pleasure  in  re- 
warding your  merit^  &c.    Colomiez,  Bibl.  Chois.  p.  182.  edit.  1700. 

*  An  allusion  to  M.  Maintenon's  letter  in  Tatler,  No.  19.    See  also 
Tatler,  Nos.  24.  and  26. 

VOL.  t.  P 
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you  availing  accusation ;  but,  as  you  are  a  strict  pro- 
fessor of  religion,  I  beseech  your  majesty  to  stop  the 
eflfusion  of  blood,  by  receiving  the  opportunity  which 
presents  itself  for  the  preservation  of  your  distressed 
people.  Be  no  longer  so  infatuated,  as  to  hope  for 
renown  from  murder  and  violence  :  but  consider  that 
the  great  day  will  come,  in  which  this  world  and  all 
its  glory  shdl  change  in  a  moment ;  when  nature  shall 
sicken,  and  the  earth  and  sea  give  up  the  bodies  com- 
mitted to  them,  to  appear  before  the  last  tribunal. 
Will  it  then,  O  king !  be  an  answer  for  the  lives  of 
millions,  who  have  fallen  by  the  sword,  *  They 
perished  for  my  glory  ?'  That  day  will  come  on,  and 
one  like  it  is  immediately  approaching:  injured  nations 
advance  towards  thy  habitation  : .  vengeance  has  be- 
gun its  march,  which  is  to  be  diverted  only  by  the 
penitence  of  the  oppressor.  Awake,  O  monarch, 
from  thy  lethargy !  disdain  the  abuses  thou  hast  re- 
ceived :  pull  down  the  statue  which  calls  thee  immor- 
tal :  be  truly  great :  tear  thy  purple,  and  put  on  sack- 
cloth.    I  am, 

*  Thy  generous  enemy, 

*  Isaac  Bickeestaff.* 


No..  24.    SATURDAY,  June  4,   1709.* 

Quicquid  agurU  homines — 

—nottri  ett  farrago  libeUi.  Jvv,  Sat  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


white's  CHOCOLATB-HOUSE,  JUNE  2. 

In  my  paper  of  the  28th  of  the  last  month,  I  men- 
tioned several  characters  which  want  explanation  to 

*  STE£Ls'f.<— In  the  former  edition  given,  mistakenly,  to  Addison. 
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the  generality  of  readers  :  among  others,  I  spoke  of 
a  Pretty  Fellow.  I  have  since  received  a  kind  ad- 
monition in  a  letter,  to  take  care  that  I  *do  not  omit 
to  show  also  what  is  meant  by  a  Very  Pretty  Fellow, 
which  is  to  be  allowed  as  a  character  by  itself,  and  a 
person  exalted  above  the  other  by  a  peculiar  spright- 
liness ;  as  one  who,  by  a  distinguishing  vigour,  out- 
strips his  companions,  and  has  thereby  deserved  and 
obtained  a  particular  appellation,  or  nick-name  of 
familiarity.  Some  have  this  distinction  from  the  fair 
sex,  who  are  so  generous  as  to  take  into  their  pro- 
tection such  as  are  laughed  at  by  the  men,  and  place 
them  for  that  reason  in  degrees  of  favour  ^ 

The  chief  of  this  sort  is  colonel  Brunett,  who  is  a 
man  of  fashion,  because  he  will  be  so  ;  and  practises 
a  very  janty  way  of  behaviour,  because  he  is  too 
careless  to  know  when  he  offends,  and  too  sanguine 
to  be  mortified  if  he  did  know  it.  Thus  the  colonel 
has  met  with  a  town  ready  to  receive  him,  and  can- 
not possibly  see  why  he  should  not  make  use  of  their 
favour,  and  set  himself  in  the  first  degree  of  conver- 
sation. Therefore  he  is  very  successfully  loud  among 
the  wits,  and  familiar  among  the  ladies,  and  dissolute 
among  the  rakes.  Thus  he  is  admitted  in  one  place, 
because  he  is  so  in  another;  and  every  man  treats 
Brunett  well,  not  out  of  his  particular  esteem  for 
him,  but  in  respect  to  the  opinion  of  others.  It  is  to 
me  a  solid  pleasure  to  see  the  world  thus  mistaken  on 
the  good-natured  side ;  for  it  is  ten  to  one  but  the 
colonel  mounts  into  a  general  officer,  marries  a  fine 
lady,  and  is  master  of  a  good  estate,  before  they  come 
to  explain  upon  him.  What  gives  most  delight  to  me 
in  this  observation  is,  that  all  this  arises  from  pure 
nature,  and  the  colonel  can  account  for  his  success 
no  more  than  those  by  whom  he  succeeds.   For  these 

1  See  Tatler,  Nos.  9.  26.  and  note. 
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causes  and  considerations,  I  pronounce  him  a  true 
woman's  man,  and  in  the  first  degree  *  a  Very  Pretty 
Fellow/ 

The  next  to  a  man  of  this  universal  genius  is  one 
who  is  peculiarly  formed  for  the  service  of  the  ladies, 
and  his  merit  chiefly  is  to  be  of  no  consequence.  I  am, 
indeed,  a  little  in  doubt,  whether  he  ought  not  rather  to 
be  called  a  Very  Happy,  than  a  Very  Pretty  Fellow  ? 
for  he  is  admitted  at  all  hours :  all  he  says  or  does, 
which  would  offend  in  another,  are  passed  over  in 
him;  and  all  actions  and  speeches  which  please, 
doubly  please  if  they  come  from  him  :  no  one  won- 
ders or  takes  notice  when  he  is  wrong ;  but  all  admire 
him  when  he  is  in  the  right. — By  the  way,  it  is  fit  to 
remark,  that  there  are  people  of  better  sense  than 
these,  who  endeavour  at  this  character;  but  they  are 
out  of  nature ;  and  though,  with  some  industry,  they 
get  the  characters  of  fools,  they  cannot  arrive  to  be 
^ery^  seldom  to  be  merely,  *  Pretty  Fellows/  But, 
where  nature  has  formed  a  person  for  this  station 
amongst  men,  he  is  gifted  with  a  peculiar  genius  for 
success,  and  his  very  errors  and  absurdities  contri- 
bute to  it;  this  felicity  attending  him  to  his  life's 
end :  for  it  being  in  a  manner  necessary  that  he 
should  be  of  no  consequence,  he  is  as  well  in  old 
age  as  youth ;  and  I  know  a  man,  whose  son  has  been 
some  years  a  *  Pretty  Fellow,*  who  is  himself  at  this 
hour  a  Very  Pretty  Fellow. 

One  must  move  tenderly  in  this  place,  for  we  are 
now  in  the  ladies  lodgings,  and  speaking  of  such  as 
are  supported  by  their  influence  and  favour ;  against 
which  there  is  not,  neither  ought  there  to  be,  any 
dispute  or  observation.  But  when  we  come  into 
more  free  air,  one  may  talk  a  little  more  at  large. 

Give  me  leave  then  to  mention  three,  whom  I  do 
not  doubt  but  we  shall  see  make  considerable  figures; 
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and  these  are  such  as  for  their  Bacchanalian  per- 
formances must  be  admitted  into  this  order.  They 
are  three  brothers  lately  landed  from  Holland:  as 
yet,  indeed,  they  have  not  made  their  public  entry, 
but  lodge  and  converse  at  Wapping.  They  have 
merited  already  on  the  water-side  particular  titles : 
the  first  is  called  Hogshead ;  the  second,  Culverin  ; 
and  the  third,  Musquet.  This  fraternity  is  prepar- 
ing for  our  end  of  the  town  by  their  ability  in  the 
exercises  of  Bacchus,  and  measure  their  time  and 
merit  by  liquid  weight,  and  power  of  drinking. 
Hogshead  is  a  prettier  fellow  than  Culverin,  by  t>vo 
quarts  ;  and  Culverin  than  Musquet,  by  a  full  pint. 
It  is  to  be  feared  Hogshead  is  so  often  too  full,  and 
Culverin  °  overloaded,  that  Musquet  will  be  the  only 
lasting  Very  Pretty  Fellow  of  the  three. 

A  third  sort  of  this  denomination  is  such  as,  by 
very  daring  adventures  in  love,  have  purchased  to 
themselves  renown  and  new  names ;  as  Joe  Carry,  for 
his  excessive  strength  and  vigour ;  Tom  Drybones, 
for  his  generous  loss  of  youth  and  health  ;  and  Can- 
crum,  for  his  meritorious  rottenness ". 

in  <  Examiner,'  Vol.  IIL  No.  48.  It  would  seem  from  the  passage  in 
the  Examiner  here  referred  to,  that  three  men  of  distinction  at  that  time, 
probably  noblemen,  were  supposed  to  be  denoted  under  the  names  of 
Hog^ead,  Culverin,  and  Musquet,  firom  Wapping ;  or,  as  they  are  named 
by  the  Examiner,  *  Tun,  Gun,  and  Pistol,  from  Wapping.'  They  are  there 
mentioned  among  others,  said  to  have  been,  '  with  at  least  fifty  more,  suf- 
ferers of  figure  under  this  author's  satire,  in  the  days  of  his  mirth,'  &c. 
See  also  Guardian,  No.  57. 

The  editor  transcribed  this,  the  following,  and  sundry  other,  as  he 
thinks,  the  best  passages  from  *  Annotations  on  the  Tatler,'  with  a  view  to 
give  the  reader  a  true  idea  of  a  book  that  is  only  valued  by  the  curious 
because  it  is  scarce. 

*  To  be  overloaded,  or  to  be  too  full,  when  both  are  charged  with  the 
same  materials,  is  so  minute  a  circumstance,  that  he  who  made  the  distinc- 
tion, had  a  very  nice  regard  to  their  being  brethren.  But,  may  be,  he  was 
resolved  to  bring  a  fourth  person  into  the  company  of  Hogshead,  Culverin^ 
and  Musquet,  and  that  is  Blunderbuss.'  Annot.  on  the  Tatler,  part.  i. 
p.  76. 

"  Peace  to  their  adics. 
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These  great  and  leading  spirits  are  proposed  to  all 
such  of  our  British  youth  as  would  arrive  at  perfec 
tion  in  these  different  kinds ;  and  if  their  parts  and 
accomplishments  were  well  imitated,  it  is  not  doubted 
but  that  our  nation  would  soon  excel  all  others  in  wit 
and  arts,  as  they  already  do  in  arms. 

N.  B.  The  gentleman  who  stole  Betty  Pepin  ** 
may  own  it,  for  he  is  allowed  to  be  a  *  Very  Pretty 
Fellow.' 

But  we  must  proceed  to  the  explanation  of  other 
terms  in  our  writings. 

To  inow  what  a  Toast  ^  is  in  the  country,  gives  as 
much  perplexity  as  she  herself  does  in  town :  and, 
indeed,  the  learned  differ  very  much  upon  the  origi- 
nal of  this  word,  and  the  acceptation  of  it  among  the 
modems.  However,  it  is  by  all  agreed  to  have  a 
joyous  and  chearful  import.  A  toast  in  a  cold  morn- 
ing, heightened  by  nutmeg,  and  sweetened  with 
sugar,  has  for  many  ages  been  given  to  our  rural  dis- 
pensers  of  justice,  before  they  entered  upon  causes, 
and  has  been  of  great  and  poUtic  use  to  take  off  the 
severity  of  their  sentences :  but  has  indeed  been  re- 
markable  for  one  ill  effect,  that  it  inclines  those  who 
use  it  immoderately  to  speak  Latin,  to  the  admiration 
rather  than  information  of  an  audience.  This  appli- 
cation of  a  toast  makes  it  very  obvious,  that  the  word 
may,  without  a  metaphor,  be  understood  as  an  apt 
name  for  a  thing  which  raises  us  in  the  most  sovereign 
degree.  But  many  of  the  wits  of  the  last  age  will 
assert,  that  the  word,  in  its  present  sense,  was  known 
among  them  in  their  youth,  and  had  its  rise  from  an 
accident  at  the  town  of  Bath,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  the  Second. 

o  The  kept  mistress  of  a  knight  of  the  shire  near  Brentford,  who 
squandered  his  estate  on  women  and  in  contested  elections.    He  has  long 
since  gone  into  the  land  of  obliidon,  whose  inhabitants  are  without  number^ 
and  without  names.    See  Tatler,  No*  51 .  and  note. 
Se  e  Tatler,  Nos.  31.  and  129. 
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It  happened  that,  on  a  public  day,  a  celebrated 
beauty  of  those  times  was  in  the  Cross  Bath,  and  one 
of  the  crowd  of  her  admirers  took  a  glass  of  the 
water  in  in  which  the  fair  one  stood,  and  drank  her 
health  to  the  company.  There  was  in  the  place  a 
gay  fellow  half  fuddled,  who  offered  to  jump  in,  and 
swore,  though  he  liked  not  the  liquor,  he  would  have 
the  toast.  He  was  opposed  in  his  resolution ;  yet 
this  whim  gave  foundation  to  the  present  honour 
which  is  done  to  the  lady  we  mention  in  our  liquors, 
who  has  ever  since  been  called  a  Toast. 

Though  this  institution  had  so  trivial  a  beginning, 
it  is  now  elevated  into  a  formal  order;  and  that 
happy  virgin  who  is  received  and  drunk  to  at  their 
meetings,  has  no  more  to  do  in  this  life  but  to  judge 
and  accept  of  the  first  good  offer.  The  manner  of 
her  inauguration  is  much  like  that  of  the  choice  of  a 
Doge  in  Venice  :  it  is  performed  by  balloting;  and 
when  she  is  so  chosen,  she  reigns  indisputably  for  that 
ensuing  year ;  but  must  be  elected  a-new  to  prolong 
her  empire  a  moment  beyond  it.  When  she  is  regu- 
larly chosen,  her  name  is  written  with  a  diamond  on  a 
drinking-glass  "*.  The  hieroglyphic  of  the  diamond 
is  to  show  her,  that  her  value  is  imaginary ' ;  and 
that  of  the  glass  to  acquaint  her,  that  her  condition 
is  frail,  and  depends  on  the  hand  which  holds  her. 
This  wise  design  admonishes  her,  neither  to  over- 

(|  It  was  the  fashion  of  the  time,  to  inscribe  verses  thus  to  the  reigning 
beauties.  Several  of  these  sprightly  productions,  <  on  the  toasting-glasses 
of  the  Kit-cat  Club,'  by  the  lords  Halifax,  Wharton,  Lansdowne,  and  Car- 
bury,  by  Mr.  Maynwaring,  and  other  poetical  members  of  that  ingenious 
society,  may  be  seen  in  Nichols's  '  Select  Collection  of  Miscellany  Poems,' 
vol.  V.  pp.  168.  178.  and  276. 

^  <  It  is  very  odd'  (says  the  critic  on  the  Tatler)  *  that  diamonds  should 
be  of  an  imaginaty  value,  and  that  a  set  of  men,  otherwise  sober  and  well- 
meaning,  should  in  a  bantering  way  give  so  much  real  money  for  them.' 
Aiuiot.  on  the  Tatler,  part  i.  p.  78. 

Valeat  qtunUum  vaiere  potest. 
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rate  or  depreciate  her  charms ;  as  well  ccmsideiing 
and  applying,  that  it  is  perfectly  according  to  the 
humour  and  taste  of  the  company,  whether  the  toast 
is  eaten,  or  left  as  an  ofial. 

The  foremost  of  the  whole  rank  of  Toasts,  and  the 
most  indisputed  in  their  present  empire,  are  Mrs. 
Gatty  and  Mrs,  Frontlet :  the  first  an  agreeable, 
the  second  an  awful  beauty.  These  ladies  are  per- 
fect friends,  out  of  a  knowledge  that  their  perfec- 
tions are  too  different  to  stand  in  competition.  He 
that  likes  Gatty,  can  have  no  relish  for  so  solemn  a 
creature  as  Frontlet ;  and  an  admirer  of  Frontlet,  will 
call  Gatty  a  maypole  girl.  Gatty  for  ever  smiles 
upon  you ;  and  Frontlet  disdains  to  see  you  smile. 
Gatty*s  love  Ls  a  shining  quick  flame ;  Frontlet's,  a 
slow  wasting  fire.  Gatty  likes  the  man  that  diverts 
her ;  Frontlet,  him  who  adores  her.  Gatty  always 
improves  the  soil  in  which  she  travels  j  Frontlet  lays 
waste  the  country.  Gatty  does  not  only  smile,  but 
laughs  at  her  lover ;  Frontlet  not  only  looks  serious^ 
but  frowns  at  him.  All  the  men  of  wit  (and  cox- 
combs their  followers)  are  professed  servants  of 
Gatty :  the  politicians  and  pretenders  give  solemn 
worship  to  Frontlet.  Their  reign  will  be  best  judged 
of  by  its  duration.  Frontlet  will  never  be  chosen 
more ;  and  Gatty  is  a  toast  for  life. 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  jitnb  3. 

Letters  from  Hamburgh  of  the  7th  instant  N.  S. 
inform  us,  that  no  art  or  cost  is  omitted  to  make  the 
stay  of  his  Danish  majesty  at  Dresden  agreeable;  but 
there  are  various  speculations  upon  the  interview  be- 
tween king  Augustus  and  that  prince,  many  putting 
politic  constructions  upon  his  Danish  majesty's  arrival 
at  a  time  when  his  troops  are  marching  out  of  Hun- 
gary,  with  orders  to  pass  through  Saxony,  where  it  is 
given  out,  that  they  are  to  be  recruited.     It  is  said 
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alscs  that  several  Polish  senators  have  invited  king 
Augustus  to  return  into  Poland.  His  magesty  of 
Sweden,  according  to  the  same  advices,  has  passed 
the  Nieper  without  any  opposition  from  the  Musco- 
vites, and  advances  with  all  possible  expedition  to- 
wards Volhinia,  where  he  proposes  to  join  king  Stani- 
slaus aud  general  Crassau. 

We  hear  from  Bern  of  the  1st  instant  N.  S.  that 
there  is  not  a  province  in  France,  from  whence  the 
court  is  not  apprehensive  of  receiving  accounts  of 
public  emotions,  occasioned  by  the  want  of  com. 
The  general  diet  of  the  thirteen  cantons  is  assembled 
at  Baden,  but  have  not  yet  entered  upon  business,  so 
that  the  afl^r  of  Tockenburgh  is  yet  at  a  stand. 

Letters  from  the  Hague,  dated  the  11th  instant 
N.  S.  advise,  that  monsieur  Rouille  having  acquaintiefd 
the  ministers  of  the  Allies,  that  his  master  had  refused 
to  ratify  the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty  adjusted  with 
monsieur  Torcy,  set  out  for  Paris  on  Sunday  morning. 
The  same  day  the  foreign  ministers  met  a  committee 
of  the  States-General,  where  monsieur  Van  Hessen 
opened  the  business  upon  which  they  were  assembled^ 
and  in  a  very  warm  discourse  laid  before  them  the 
conduct  of  France  in  the  late  negociations,  represenfc- 
ing  the  abject  manner  in  which  she  had  laid  open  her 
own  distresses,  that  reduced  her  to  a  compliance  with 
the  demands  of  all  the  Allies,  and  her  meannesses  in 
receding  from  those  points  to  which  monsieur  Torcy 
had  consented.     The  respective  ministers  of  each 
potentate  of  the  alliance  severally  expressed  their  re- 
sentment of  the  faithless  behaviour  of  the  French, 
and  gave  each  other  mutual  assurances  of  the  con- 
stancy and  resolution  of  their  principals,  to  proceed 
with  the  utmost  vigour  against  the  common  enemy. 
His  grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough  set  out  from  the 
Hague  on  the  9th  of  the  afternoon,  and  lay  that 
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night  at  Rotterdam,  from  whence  at  four  the  next 
morning  he  proceeded  towards  Antwerp,  with  a  de- 
sign to  reach  Ghent  the  next  day.  All  the  troops  in 
the  Low  Countries  are  in  motion  towards  the  general 
rendevous  between  the  Scheld  and  the  Lis;  the  whole 
army  will  be  formed  on  the  12th  instant ;  and  it  is 
said,  that  on  the  14th  they  will  advance  towards  the 
enemy's  country.  In  the  mean  time,  the  marshal  de 
Villars  has  assembled  the  French  forces  between  Lens, 
La  Bassee,  and  Douay. 

Yesterday  morning  sir  John  Norris,  with  the  squad- 
ron under  his  command,  sailed  from  the  Downs  for 
Holland. 

FROM  MY  OWN  APAETMENT,  JUNE  3, 

I  have  the  honour  of  the  following  letter  from  a 
gentleman  whom  I  receive  into  my  fimiily,  and  order 
the  heralds  at  arms  to  enrol  him  accordingly. 

•  MR.  BICKERSTAFF, 

•  Though  you  have  excluded  me  the  honour 
of  your  family,  yet  I  have  ventured  to  correspond 
with  the  same  great  persons  as  yourself)  and  have 
wrote  this  post  to  the  king  of  France  ;  though  I  am 
in  a  manner  unknown  in  his  country,  and  have  not 
been  seen  there  these  many  months* : 

*  To  Lewis  le  Grand 
*  Though  in  your  country  I*m  unknown. 

Yet,  Sir,  I  must  advise  you ; 
Of  late  so  poor  and  mean  you're  grown. 

That  all  the  world  despise  you. 

Here  vermin  eat  your  majesty. 

There  meagre  subjects  stand  unfed : 
What  surer  signs  of  poverty. 

Than  many  lice  and  little  bread  ? 

•  See  Tatler,  No&  19.  25.  and  26.  which  contain  the  whole  epistc^ary 
correspondence  between  the  Grand  Monarque,  and  Isaac  BickerstaiB^  esq. 
and  his  humourous  kinsman  Bread,  the  Staff  of  LUe. 
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Then,  Sir,  the  present  minute  choose. 

Our  armies  are  advanced  : 
Those  terms  you  at  the  Hague  refuse, 

At  Paris  won't  be  granted. 

Consider  this,  and  Dunkirk  raze, 

And  Anna's  title  own ; 
Send  one  Pretender  out  to  graze, 
And  call  the  other  home  \ 

Your  humble  servant, 

Bread,  the  Staff  of  Life/ 


No.  25.   TUESDAY,  June  7,  1709.* 

Quicguid  agunt  homines — 

— nottri  at  farrago  libelli,  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Wbate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


white's  chocolate-house,  JUNE  6. 

A  LETTER  from  a  young  lady,  written  in  the  most 
passionate  terms,  wherein  she  laments  the  misfortune 

*  Steele's. — See  Tatler,  Nos.  26. 28.  29.  31.  38,  and39. — Steele  was  the 
author  of  this  paper,  and  of  all  that  relate  to  *  Duelling,'  in  the  subse- 
quent numbers,  as  mentioned  above. 

Duel,  a  contraction  of  duellum,  q.  Duorum  Bellum,  *  a  war  of  two ;' 
although  there  are  some  classical  passages  in  which  the  word  seems  to  be 
used  in  a  more  extensive  acceptatation :  e,  g, 

*  Graecia  Barbariae  lento  collisa  duello.' 

HoE.  1  Epist.  li.  7. 

For  the  l^;ality  of  this  practice,  under  the  forms  of  our  law  and  the 
permission  of  the  magistrate,  see  Selden  '  On  single  Combat,'  4to,  1610, 
reprinted  1706 ;  for  the  ill^ality  of  it,  as  it  is  now  practised,  even  by 
-  lawyers  and  legislators,  in  audacious  defiance  of  the  law  of  God  and  thift 
country,  see  Rousseau's  '  Nouvelle  Heloise,'  Let.  Ivii.  &c. ;  and  the  papers 
of  the  Tatler  above-qientioned. 

t  The  poetical  epistle  to  Lewis  le  Grand,  is  ascribed  to  Di^sden  in  the 
transcript  of  the  MS.  notes  of  C.  Byron,  esq.  communicated  by  Jr-n 
H— y  M.  as  mentioned  Tatler,  No.  74.  note.  Dryden  had  been  dead 
nine  years ;  but  the  author  of  this  epistle  appears  to  have  been  alive  at  the 
date  of  its  origiiial  publication  here.    The  same  objection  lies  against  the 
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of  a  gentleman,  her  lover,  who  was  lately  wounded 
in  a  duel,  has  turned  my  thoughts  to  that  subject,  and 
inclined  me  to  examine  into  the  causes  which  preci- 
pitate men  into  so  fatal  a  folly*.  And  as  it  has  been 
proposed  to  treat  of  subjects  of  gallantry  in  the 
article  from  hence,  and  no  one  point  in  nature  is  more 
proper  to  be  considered  by  the  company  who  fre- 
quent this  place  than  that  of  duels,  it  is  worth  our 

supposition  of  Dryden's  having  been  the  writer  of  the  verses  *  To  a  Lady» 
on  her  Parrot,'  Tatler,  No.  27.  virhich  are  likewise  ascribed  to  Dryden,  by 
Christopher  Byron,  esq. 

»  Steele  was  in  the  Coldstream  regiment,  under  Col.  Cutts,  or  however 
in  the  army,  when  a  brother  officer  (name  unknown)  communicated  to  him 
an  intention  of  challenging  a  person  who  had  fallen  under  his  displeasure, 
and  was  diverted  from  his  purpose  by  what  Steele  said  to  him  on  this  sub- 
ject. Some  of  this  young  officer's  companions  (for  they  cannot  be  styled 
his  friends)  led  him  afterwards  into  a  belief  that  Steele's  decision  of  this 
affidr  had  been  warped  by  his  partiality  for  the  real  or  supposed  offender, 
whose  character  had  eventually  been  raised  at  the  expense,  as  they  said,  of 
the  other's  honour.  This  villainous  or  ill-judged  misrepresentation  pro- 
duced a  challenge  on  Steele  himself,  who  was  just  at  the  time  recovering 
of  a  fever,  and  endeavoured  by  raillery  and  reasoning  to  divert  it,  in  vain. 
Confiding  in  his  own  superiority,  and  imagining  he  could  chastise  the  youth's 
insolence  vrithout  endangering  his  life,  he  ultimately  accepted  the  challenge, 
in  contradiction  to  his  avowed  prindple,  and  his  heart  They  met  by  appointr 
ment ;  and  Steele's  buckle  breaking  as  he  tightened  his  shoe,  he  took  occa- 
sion to  ui^  this  fresh  disadvantage,  and  renewed  his  endeavours  to  induce 
the  challei^er  to  desist,  with  as  little  success  as  before.  He  parried  bis 
adversary's  thrusts  for  some  time,  but,  at  last,  in  a  well-meant  attempt  to 
disable  him,  he  unfortunately  ran  the  young  man  through  the  body,  who 
lingered  some  time  in  danger  of  his  life  from  the  wound,  but  in  the  end 
happily  recovered.  Lord  Cutts,  who,  if  he  was  not  at  this  time,  had  been 
Steele's  colonel,  espoused  his  cause  very  warmly  when  this  affair  was  much 
agitated,  and  while  the  youth  continued  in  a  desperate  condition.  It  was 
in  this  painfrd  interim,  embittered,  perhaps,  still  more  by  some  such  letter 
as  is  here  mentioned,  that  Steele  turned  his  thoughts  to  this  subject.  As 
this  event  preceded  tibe  death  of  John  lord  Cutts,  which  happened  Jan.  36, 
1706-7,  the  materiids  of  this  and  the  papers  that  ft^ow  in  the  order  above* 
mentioned,  must  have  lain  by  the  author  several  years,  and  might  have 
been  thrown  into  the  form  in  which  they  now  appear  about  the  time  c^  the 
dftte  assigned  to  them  in  the  Tatler.  This  relation  is  given  upon  an 
autlMftrily  wifaich  die  writer  of  it  holds  in  great  veneration.  All  the  parti- 
culars he  received  from  the  lata  veiy  pious  and  learned  Dr.  Thomas  Amory, 
whose  memory  must  be  dear  to  his  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  respect- 
able to  aU  who  may  read  or  hear  of  his  amiable  life  and  character. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  25.  THE  TATLER.  ^1 

Consideration  to  examine  into  this  chimerical  ground- 
less humour,  and  to  lay  every  other  thought  aside, 
till  w€  have  stripped  it  of  all  its  false  pretences  to 
credit  and  reputation  amongst  men. 

But  I  must  confess,  when  I  consider  what  I  am 
going  about,  and  run  over  in  my  imagination  all  the 
endless  crowd  of  men  of  honour  who  will  be  offended 
at  such  a  discourse ;  I  am  undertaking,  methinks,  a 
work  worthy  an  invulnerable  hero  in  romance,  rather 
than  a  private  gentleman  with  a  single  rapier :  but  as 
I  am  pretty  well  acquainted  by  great  opportunities 
with  the  nature  of  man,  and  know  of  a  truth  that  all 
men  fight  against  their  will,  the  danger  vanishes,  and 
resolution  rises  upon  this  subject.  For  this  reason,  I 
shall  talk  very  freely  on  a  custom  which  all  men  wish 
exploded,  though  no  man  has  courage  enough  to 
resist  it. 

But  there  is  one  unintelligible  word,  which,  I  fear, 
will  extremely  perplex  my  dissertation,  and,  I  confess 
to  you,  I  find  very  hard  to  explain,  which  is  the  term 

*  satisfaction.'  An  honest  country  gentleman  had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  into  company  with  two  or  three 
modern  men  of  honour,  where  he  happened  to  be 
very  ill  treated ;  and  one  of  the  company,  being  con- 
scions  of  his  ofience,  sends  a  note  to  him  in  the  morn- 
ing and  tells  him,  he  was  ready  to  give  him  satifiic- 
tion.     *  This  is  fine  doing,*  says  the  plain  fellow ; 

*  last  night  he  sent  me  away  cursedly  out  of  humour, 
and  this  morning  he  fancies  it  would  be  a  satis&ction 
to  be  run  through  the  body.* 

As  the  matter  at  present  stands,  it  is  not  to  do 
handsome  actions  denominates  a  man  of  honour ;  it 
is  enough  if  he  dares  to  defend  ill  ones.  Thus  you 
often  see  a  common  sharper  in  competition  with  a 
gentleman  of  the  first  rank  ;  though  all  mankind  Is 
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convinced,  that  a  fighting  gamester  is  only  a  pick- 
pocket with  the  courage  of  an  highwayman.  One 
cannot  with  any  patience  reflect  Dn  the  unaccount- 
able jumble  of  persons  and  things  in  this  town  and 
nation,  which  occasions,  very  frequently,  that  a  brave 
man  falls  by  a  hand  below  that  of  a  common  hang- 
man, and  yet  his  executioner  escapes  the  clutches  of 
the  hangman  for  doing  it.  I  shall,  therefore,  here- 
after consider,  how  the  bravest  men  in  other  ages 
and  nations  have  behaved  themselves  upon  such  in- 
cidents as  we  decide  by  combat :  and  show,  from 
their  practice,  that  this  resentment  neither  has  its 
foundation  from  true  reason  or  solid  fame  ;  but  is  an 
imposture,  made  up  of  cowardice,  falsehood,  and  want 
of  imderstanding.  For  this  work,  a  good  history  of 
quarrels  would  be  very  edifying  to  the  public,  and  I 
apply  myself  to  the  town  for  particulars  and  circum- 
stances within  their  knowledge,  which  may  serve  to 
embellish  the  dissertation  with  proper  cuts.  Most  of 
the  quarrels  I  have  ever  known,  have  proceeded  from 
some  valiant  coxcomb's  persisting,  in  the  wrong,  to 
defend  some  prevailing  folly,  and  preserve  himself 
from  the  ingenuity  of  owning  a  mistake '. 

By  this  means  it  is  called  '  giving  a  man  satisfac- 
tion,* to  urge  your  offence  against  him  4¥ith  your 
sword }  which  puts  me  in  mind  of  Peter's  order  to 
the  keeper,  in  The  Tale  of  a  Tub* :  *  if  you  neglect 
to  do  all  this,  damn  you  and  your  generation  for 
ever  :  and  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell.'  If  the 
contradiction  in  the  very  terms  of  one  of  our  chal- 
lenges were  as  well  explained  and  turned  into  down- 
right English,  would  it  not  run  after  this  manner  ? 

y  *  While  this  barbarous  custom  of  duelling  is  tolerated,  we  shall  never 
be  rid  of  coxcombs,  who  will  defend  their  understandings  by  the  sword, 
and  force  us  to  bear  nonsense  on  pain  of  death.'    Steele,  Theatre,  No.  26. 

■  'Tale  of  a  Tub,'  Sect.  4. 
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*  SIR, 

*  Your  extraordinary  behaviour  last  nighty 
and  the  liberty  you  were  pleased  to  take  with  me, 
makes  me  this  morning  give  you  this,  to  tell  you, 
because  you  are  an  ill-bred  puppy,  I  will  meet  you 
in  Hyde-park  an  hour  hence ;  and  because  you  want 
both  breeding  and  humanity,  I  desire  you  would 
come  with  a  pistol  in  your  hand,  on  horseback,  and 
endeavour  to  shoot  me  through  the  head,  to  teach 
you  more  manners.  If  you  fail  of  doing  me  this 
pleasure,  I  shall  say  you  are  a  rascal  on  every  post 
in  town :  and  so.  Sir,  if  you  will  not  injure  me  more, 
I  shall  never  forgive  what  you  have  done  already. 
Pray,  Sir,  do  not  fail  of  getting  every  thing  ready, 
and  you  will  infinitely  oblige.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,*  &c. 

FROM. MY  OWN  APABTMSNT,  JUNE  6, 

Among  the  many  employments  I  am  necessarily  put 
upon  by  my  friends,  that  of  giving  advice  is  the  most 
unwelcome  to  me ;  and,  indeed,  I  am  forced  to  use 
a  little  art  in  the  matter ;  for  some  people  will  ask 
counsel  of  you  when  they  have  already  acted  what 
they  tell  you  is  still  under  deliberation,  I  had  almost 
lost  a  very  good  friend  the  other  day,  who  came  to 
know  *  hpw  I  liked  his  design  to  marry  such  a  lady  ?* 
I  answered,  *  By  no  means  j  and  I  must  be  positive 
against  it,  for  very  solid  reasons,  which  are  not 
proper  to  be  communicated/  *  Not  proper  to  be 
communicated !'  said  he,  with  a  grave  air,  *  I  will 
know  tlie  bottom  of  this/  I  saw  him  moved,  and 
knew  from  thence  he  was  already  determined ;  there- 
fore evaded  it  by  saying,  *To  tell  you  the  truth, 
dear  Frank,  of  all  women  living,  I  would  have  her 
myself.'  *  Isaac,*  said  he,  *  thou  art  too  late,  for 
we  have  been  both  one  these  two  months** 

I  learned  this  caution  by  a  gentleman's  consulting 
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me  formerly  about  his  son.  He  railed  at  his  damned 
extravagance,  and  told  me,  *  in  a  very  little  time  he 
would  beggar  him  by  the  exorbitant  bills  which  came 
from  Oxford  every  quarter/  *  Make  the  rogue  bite 
upon  the  bridle,'  said  I,  <  pay  none  of  his  bills,  it 
will  but  encourage  him  to  farther  trespasses/  He 
looked  plaguy  sour  at  me.  His  son  soon  after  sent 
up  a  paper  of  versesf,  forsooth,  in  print,  on  the  last 
public  occasion;  upon  which  he  is  convinced  the 
boy  has  parts,  and  a  lad  of  spirit  is  not  to  be  too 
much  cramped  in  his  maintenance,  lest  he  take  ill 
courses.  Neither  father  nor  son  can  ever  since  en- 
dure the  sight  of  me. 

These  sort  of  people  ask  opinions  only  out  of  the 
fullness  of  their  heart  on  the  subject  of  their  per- 
plexity, and  not  from  a  desire  of  information. 

There  is  nothing  so  easy  as  to  find  out  which 
opinion  the  person  in  doubt  has  a  mind  to :  therefore 
the  sure  way  is  to  tell  him,  that  is  certainly  to  be 
chosen.  Then  you  are  to  be  very  clear  and  positive ; 
leave  no  handle  for  scruple.  *  Bless  me !  Sir,  there 
is  no  rocm>  for  a  question  !'  This  rivets  you  into  his 
heart ;  for  you  at  once  applaud  his  wisdom,  and  gra- 
tify his  inclination.  However,  I  had  too  much 
bowels  to  be  insincere  to  a  man  who  came  yesterday 
to  know  6f  me,  with  which  of  two  eminent  men  in 
the  city  he  should  place  his  son  ?  their  names  are 
Paulo  and  Avaro.  This  gave  me  much  debate  with, 
myself,  because  not  only  the  fortune  of  the  youth, 
but  his  virtue  also,  depended  upon  this  choice.  The 
men  are  equally  wealthy ;  but  they  differ  in  the  use 
and  application  of  their  riches,  which  you  imme* 
diately  see  upon  entering  their  doors. 

The  habitation  of  Paulo  has  at  once  the  air  of  a 
nobleman  and  a  merchant.  You  see  the  servants  act 
with  affection   to  their  master,   and  satisfaction  in 
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themselves :  the  master  meets  you  >dth  an  open  coun- 
tenance, full  of  benevolence  and  integrity:   your 
business  is  despatched  with  that  confidence  and  wel-  ^ 
come  which  always  accompany  honest  minds:  his 
table  is  the  image  of  plenty  and  generosity,  supported 
by  justice  and  frugality.     After  we  had  dined  here, 
our  affair  was  to  visit  Avaro :  out  comes  an  awkward 
fellow,  with  a  careful  countenance;  *  Sir,  would  you 
speak  with  my  master  ?  may  I  crave  your  name  ?' 
After  the  first  preamble,  he  leads  us  into  a  noble 
solitude,  a  great  house  that  seemed  uninhabited  ;  but 
from  the  end  of  the  spacious  hall  moves  towards  us 
Avaro,   with  a  suspicious  aspect,  as  if  he  believed 
us  thieves ;    and,    as  for   my  part,    I   approached 
him  as  if  I  knew  him  a  cut-purse.     We  fell  into  dis- 
course of  his  noble  dwelling,  and  the  great  estate  of 
all  the  world  knew  he  had  to  enjoy  in  it:  and  I, 
to  plague  him,  began  to  commend  Paulo's  way  of 
living.     *  Paulo,*   answered  Avaro,   *  is  a  very  good 
man;  but  we,  who  have  smaller  estates,  must  cut 
our  coat  according  to  our  cloth.'     •  Nay,*   said  I, 
*  every  man  knows  his  own  circumstances  best ;  you 
are  in  the  right,  if  you  have  not  wherewithal.*     He 
looked  very  sour:    for  it  is,  you  must  know,  the 
utmost  vanity  of  a  mean-spirited  rich  man  to  be  con- 
tradicted when  he  calls  himself  poor.  But  I  was  resolv- 
ed to  vex  him,  by  consenting  to  all  he  said  :  the  main 
design  of  which  was,  that  he  would  have  us  find  out, 
he  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  London,  and 
lived  like  a  beggar.     We  left  him,  and  took  a  turn 
on   the   exchange.      My  friend  was  ravished  with 
Avaro  ;  •  this,*  said  he,  *  is  certainly  a  sure  man.*     I 
contradicted  him  with  much  warmth,  and  summed 
up   their   different  characters  as  well  as   1  could* 
'  This   Paulo,*  said  I,  •  grows  wealthy  by  being  a 
common  good;  Avaro,    by  being  a  general  evil; 

VOL.  I.  Q 
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Paulo  bas  the  art,  Avaro  the  craft  of  trade.  When 
Fauk)  gains,  all  men  he  deals  with  are  the  better : 
whenever  Avaro  profits,  another  certainly  loses.  In 
a  word,  Paulo  is  a  citizen,  and  Avaro  a  cit.'  I  am* 
vinced  my  friend,  and  carried  the  young  gentleman 
the  next  day  to  Paulo,  where  he  will  learn  the  way 
both  to  gain  and  enjoy  a  good  fortune.  And  though 
I  <;annot  say  I  have,  by  keeping  him  from  Avaro, 
saved  him  from  the  gallows,  I  have  prevented  his 
deserving  it  every  day  he  lives :  for  with  Paulo  he 
will  be  an  honest  man,  without  being  so  for  Ifear  of 
the  law ;  as  with  Avaro  he  would  have  been  a  villain 
within  the  protection  of  it. 

«T.  JAMSS'S  CO^RE-HOUSBy  JUMS  6. 

We  hear  from  Vienna  of  the  1st  instant,  that  baron 
Imho£&  who  attended  her  catholic  majesty  with  the 
character  of  envoy  from  the  duke  of  Wolfembuttel, 
was  returned  thither.  That  minister  brought  an  ac* 
count  that  major-general  Stanhope,  with  tihe  troops 
which  embarked  at  Naples,  was  r^urned  to  Barce^ 
lona.  We  liear  from  Berlin,  by  advices  of  the  8th 
instant,  that  his  Prussian  majesty  had  received  an 
aocoutit  from  his  minister  at  Dresden,  that  the  king 
of  Denmark  desired  to  meet  his  majesty  at  Magde- 
hwg.  The  king  c^  Prussia  has  wnt  £)r  ajiswer,  that 
Jbis  present  indisposition  will  not  admit  of  so  great  a 
journey ;  but  has  sent  the  king  a  vary  pressing  invi- 
ta/tian  to  come  to  Berlin  or  Potsdam.  These  advices 
say,  that  the  minister  of  the  king  of  Sweden  has 
produced  a  letter  from  his  master  to  the  king  of 
Poland,  dated  from  Botizau  the  30th  of  March  O.S. 
wherein  he  acquaints  him,  that  he  has  been  success- 
ful against  the  Muscovites  in  all  the  actions  which 
have  happened  since  his  march  into  their  country. 
Oreat  numbers  have  revoked  to  the  Swedes  since 
general  Mazeppa  went  over  to  that  side ;  and  as 
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many  as  Hate  done  so  have  taken  solemn  oaths  to 
adhere  to  the  interests  of  his  Swedish  majesty. 

Advices  from  the  Hague  of  the  X4th  instant  N.S. 
say,  that  all  thic^  tended  to  a  vigorous  and  active 
campaign ;  the  allies  having  strong  resentments 
against  the  late  behaviour  of  the  court  of  France ; 
and  the  French  using  all  possible  endeavours  to 
animate  their  men  to  defend  their  country  against  a 
victorious  and  exasperated  enemy.  Monsieur  Rpuille 
had  passed  through  Brussels  without  visiting  either 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  or  prince  Eugene,  who 
were  both  there  at  that  time.  The  States  have  met, 
and  publicly  declared  their  satisfaction  in  the  con- 
duct of  their  deputies  during  the  whole  treaty. 
Letters  from  France  say,  that  the  court  is  resolved 
to  put  all  to  the  issue  of  the  ensuing  campaign.  In 
the  mean  time,  they  have  ordered  the  preliminary 
treaty  to  be  published,  with  observation  upon  each 
article,  in  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  persuade  them,  that  it  has  not  been  in  the  power 
of  the  king  to  procure  a  peace,  but  to  the  diminu«> 
tioa  of  his  majesty's  glory,  and  the  hazard  of  his 
domifiions.  His  grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
and  prince  Eugene  arrived  at  Ghent  on  Wednesday 
last,  where,  at  an  assembly  of  all  the  general  officers, 
it  was  thought  proper,  by  reason  of  the  great  rains 
which  have  lately  fallen,  to  defer  forming  a  camp,  or 
bringing  the  troops  together;  but,  as  soon  as  the 
weather  would  permit,  to  march  upon  the  enemy 
with  all  expedition. 

*#*  Mr.  Bickerstaff  has  received  a  letter*,  dated 

^  This  letter  is  said,  in  the  original  paper,  in  folio,  to  have  been  from 
Anthony  — — ,  of  Canterbury ;  probably  Anthony  Henley,  esq.  who 
might,  therefore,  h^ive  been  the  author  of  the  first  letter  in  the  following 
paper.  Tatler,  No.  26.  See  Tatler,  No.  11.  note;  and  Tatler,  No.  31. 
advMtiseinent. 
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June  6,  with  the  just  exceptions  against  the  pretence 
of  persons  therein  mentioned,  to  the  name  of  *  Pretty 
Fellows/  which  shall  be  taken  notice  of  accordingly: 
as  likewise  the  letter  concerning  the  death  of  Thomas 
k  Becket^ 


No.  26.   THURSDAY,  June  9,  1709.* 

Qtdcquid  agutU  hommet — 

— nostri  ett  farrago  libelU.  Jut.  Sat.  i.  85,  8^. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P* 


FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  JUNE  8. 

I  HAVE  read  the  following  letter  with  delight  and 
approbation;  and  I  hereby  order*'  Mr.  Kidney,  at 
St  James's,  and  sir  Thomas,  at  White's,  (who  are 
my  clerks  for  enrolling  all  men  in  their  different 
classes,  before  they  presume  to  drink  tea  or  choco- 
late in  those  places,)  to  take  care  that  the  persons 
within  the  descriptions  in  the  letter  be  admitted  and 
excluded  according  to  my  friend's  remonstrance. 

*   SIR,  ' 

*  Your  paper  of  Saturday  has  raised  up  in 
me  a  noble  emulation  to  be  recorded  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  worthies  therein  mentioned ;  and  if  any 
regard  be  had  to  merit  or  industry,  I  may  hope  to 
succeed  in  the  promotion,  for  I  have  omitted  no  toil 
or  expense  to  be  a  proficient ;  and  if  my  friends  do 
not  flatter,  they  assure  me,  I  have  not  lost  my  time 
since  I  came  to  town.     To  enumerate  but  a  few  par- 

♦  Steele's, 
^  Original  folio.    See  Tatler,  Nos.  24.  and  26. 
«  Two  waiters  at  the  coffee-houses  here  mentioned.    See  Tatler,  Nos. 
1.  10. 16.  and  26.;  and  Spect  No.  49. 
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ticulars  ;  there  is  hardly  a  coachman  I  meet  with,  but 
desires  to  be  excused  taking  me,  because  he  has  had 
me  before.  I  have  compounded  two  or  three  rapes  j 
and  let  out  to  hire  as  many  bastards  to  beggars.  I 
never  saw  above  the  first  act  of  a  play** :  and  as  to 
my  courage,  it  is  well  known  I  have  more  than  once 
had  sufiicient  witnesses  of  my  drawing  my  sword 
both  in  tavern  and  playhouse.  Dr.  Wall'  is  my  par- 
ticular  friend:  and  if  it  were  any  service  to  the 
public  to  compose  the  difference  between  Martin* 
and  Santilaer*  the  Pearl-driller ^  I  do  not  know  a 
judge  of  more  experience  than  myself:  for  in  that  I 
may  say  with  the  poet : 

Qtue  regio  in  villa  nostri  non  jplena  labor  is  ? 

ViRG.  iEn.  i.  460. 

What  street  resounds  hot  with  ray  great  exploits  ? 

*  I  omit  other  less  particulars,  the  necessary  conse- 
quence  of  greater    actions.      But   my  reason  for 
troubling  you  at  this  present  is,  to  put  a  stop,  if  it 
may  be,  to  an  insinuating^increasing  set  of  people, 
who,  sticking  to  the  letter  of  your  treatise,  and  not 
to  the  spirit  of  it,  do  assume  the  name  of  *  Pretty 
Fellows  ;*    hay,  and  even  get  new  names,  as  you 
very  well  hint.     Some^'of  them  I  have  heard  calling 
to  one  another  as  I  have   sat   at  White's  and  St 
James's,  by  the  names  of  Betty,  Nelly,  and  so  forth. 
You  see  them  accost  each  other  with  effeminate  airs : 
they  have  their  signs  and  tokens  like  freemasons : 
•  they  rail  at  woman-kind ;  receive  visits  on  their  beds 
in   gowns,  and  do  a  thousand  other  unintelligible 
prettinesses  that  I  cannot  tell  what  to  make  of.     I 

•a 

^  At  that  time,  it  seems  as  if  the  money  was  returned  to  such  as  with- 
drew at  the  end  of  the  first  act. 

«  Three  practitioners  in  physic  or  surgery  of  some  note  at  that  tame  for 
coring  diseases  contracted  hy  debauchery. 

^  A  term  rendered  unintelligible  by  time. 
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therefoi^e  heartily  desire  you  would  exclude  all  this 
sort  of  animals. 

*  There  is  another  matter  I  am  foreseeing  an  ill 
consequence  from,  that  may  be  timely  prevented  by 
prudence ;  which  is,  that  for  the  last  fortnight,  prodi- 
gious shoals  of  volunteers  have  gone  over  to  bully 
the  French,  upon  hearing  the  peace  was  just  signing; 
and  this  is  so  true,  that  I  can  assure  you,  all  en- 
grossing work  about  the  Temple  is  risen  above  three 
shillings  in  the  pound  for  want  of  hands.     Now  as  it 
is  possible  some  little  alteration  of  afi&irs  may  have 
broken  their  measures,  and  that  they  will  post  back 
again,  I  am  under  the  last  apprehension,  that  these 
will,  at  their  return,  all  set  up  for  •  Pretty  Fellows,' 
and  thereby   confound  all  merit  and  service,  and 
impose  on   us   some  new  alteration  in  oiu*   night- 
cap wigsS  and  pockets,  unless  you  can  provide  a 
paiticular  class  for  them.     I   cannot  apply  myself 
better  than  to  you,  and  I  am  sure  I  speak  the  mind 
of  a  very  great  number,  as  deserving  as  myself.* 

*  June  6,  1709.' 

The  pretensions  of  this  correspondent  are  worthy 
a  particular  distinction;  he  cannot  indeed  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  *  Pretty,*  but  is  what  we  more  justly  call 
a  *  Smart  Fellow.*  Never  to  pay  at  the  play-house 
is  an  act  of  frugality  that  lets  you  into  his  character; 
and  his  expedient  in  sending  his  children  begging 
before  they  can  go,  are  characteristical  instances  that 
he  belongs  to  this  class.     I  never  saw  the  gentleman; 

s  Original  foUo,  '  night-c8p  wigs.'  See  also  Tatler,  No.  51,  and  Spect. 
228.  There  was  a  sort  of  periwig,  with  a  short  tye  and  a  small  round 
head,  in  fashion  about  this  time,  called  <  a  nigfat-o^wig.'  But  the  high 
dress  wig,  answerable  to  the  female  commode,  mentioned  in  these  papers, 
was  die  full4>ottomed  huge  faStaia  periwig;  it  ii  frequently  seen  in  the 
portraits  of  this  age,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  invention  of  a  French 
cmrtier,  intended  to  conceal  some  defonnity  in  the  afaoukiers  of  the  dau- 
phin, or,  as  I  rather  suppose,  the  duke  of  Buigundy.  It  is  called  a  long 
duvUUer,  Tatler,  No.  29.    J.  Orlebar. 
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)mb  I  know  by  his  letter,  he  hangs  bis  eane  on  his 
buttoo'^ ;  and  by  some  linei»  of  it  he  should  weaar  red- 
heeled  shoes ;  which  are  essential  parts  of  the  habit 
belonging  to  the  wder  oi  *  Smart  Fellows/ 

My  familiar  is  returned  with  the  Mowing  letter 
from  the  French  king  : 

•  Lewis  XIV.  to  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Esq.* 

*  sir;, 

^  I  HAVE  your  epistle^  and  must  take  the 
liberty  to  say,  that  there  has  been  a  time,  when  there 
were  generous  spirits  in  Great  Britain  who  would  not 
have  suffered  my  name  to  be  treated  with  the  £imi« 
liarity  you  think  fit  to  use.  I  thought  liberal  men 
would  not  be  such  time-servers  as  to  fall  upon  a  man 
because  his  friends  are  not  in  power.  But,  having 
some  concern  for  what  you  may  transmit  to  posterity 
concerning  me,  I  am  willing  to  keep  terms  with  yoiu, 
and  make  a  request  to  you,  which  is,  that  you  witt 
give  my  service  to  the  19th  century  (if  ever  you  or 
yours  reach  them),  and  tell  them,  that  I  have  settled 
all  matters  between  them  and  me  by  monsieur  Boi* 
lean.     I  should  be  glad  to  see  you  here. 

«  Versailles,  June  15,  1709.' 

It  is  very  odd  this  prince  should  offer  to  invite  me 
.into  his  dominions,  or  believe  I  should  accept  the 
invitation..  No,  no,  I  remember  too  well  how  he 
served  an  ingeniouis^  gentlenmn,  a  friend  of  mine^ 
whom  he  locked  up  in  the  Bastile  for  no  reason 
in  the  worlds  but  because  he  was  a  wit,  and  feared 
1»  might  mention  him  with  justice  in  some  of  his 
writings.  His  way  is,  that  all  men  of  sense  are 
preferred,  banished,  or  imprisoned.  He  has  indeed  a 
sort  of  justice  in  him,  like  that  of  the  gamesters;  for 


^  See  Taller,  No.  9.  note;  and  Nos.  24.  37,  38.  29.  and  30.  Adr. 
^  Tatler,Nos.  19.  and  24. 
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if  a  stander-by  sees  one  at  play  eheat,  he  has  a  right 
to  come  in  for  shares,  as  knowing  the  mysteries  c^ 
the  giame\ 

This  is  a  very  wise  and  just  maxim  ;  and  if  I  have 
not  left  at  Mr.  Morphew's,  durected  to  me,  bank 
bills  for  two  hundred  pounds,  on  or  before  this  day 
seven-night,  I  shall  tell  how  Tom  Cash  got  his  es- 
tate. I  expect  three  hundred  pounds  of  Mr.  Soilett, 
for  concealing  all  the  money  he  has  lent  to  himself, 
and  his  landed  friend  bound  with  him  at  tinity  per 
cent  at  his  scrivener's.  Absolute  princes  make 
people  pay  what  they  please  in  deference  to  their 
power :  I  do  not  know  why  I  should  not  do  the 
same,  out  of  fear  or  respect  to  my  knowledge.  I 
always  preserve  decorums  and  civilities  to  the  fair 
sex :  therefore,  if  a  certain  lady,  who  left  her  coach 
at  the  New  Exchange  door  in  the  Strand,  and  whipt 
down  Durham-yard  into  a  boat  with  a  young  gentle- 
man for  Vauxhall' ;  I  say,  if  she  will  send  me  word, 
that  I  may  give  the  fan  which  she  dropped,  and  I 
found,  to  my  sister  Jenny,  there,  shall  be  no  more 
said  of  it.     I  expect  hush-money  to  be  regularly 

^  Sir  John  Vanbrugh,  who  was  once  confined  in  the  Bastile,  is  probably 
the  person  here  alluded  to.  His  being  called  *  a  wit '  seems  to  countenance 
the  idea.    R. 

Another  gentleman  supposes  the  person  meant  to  be  George  Burnett, 
esq.  of  Kemnay,  in  Aberdeenshire,  who  was  about  this  time  clapped  into 
the  Bastile,  on  the  information  of  his  landlord,  for  transcribing  inscr^ 
tions  on  the  tombstones  of  a  neighbouring  church-yard.  Mr.  Burnett  had 
been  at  the  court  of  Hanover,  and  was  personally  known  to  the  princess 
Sophia,  who  with  great  difficulty  procured  his  liberty.  He  was  a  suitor  to 
the  ingenious  Mrs.  Catherine  Trotter,  who  married  Mr.  Cockbum  in  1708, 
and  in  whose  work  several  of  his  letters  are  published.  Part  of  a  silver 
spoon  which  he  used  in  the  Bastile,  and  broke  as  he  left  it,  is  preserved  in 
the  fiunily,  as  a  memorial  of  his  confinement 

About  half  a  century  before  this,  the  comte  de  Buffi  was  imprisoned  in 
the  Bastile,  by  the  orders  of  this  monarch;  and  Charles  Patin  was  obliged 
to  fly  firom  his  dominions  soon  after,  to  avoid  the  same  fitte.  See  General 
Diet.  vol.  vii.  p.  189,  and  vol.  x.  p.  549. 

i  Ixvthe  ori^nal  folio  it  is  <  Fox-hall.' 
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sent  for  every  folly  or  vice  any  one  commits  in  this 
whole  town  ;  and  hope,  I  may  pretend  to  deserve  it 
better  than  a  chamber-maid  or  a  vakt  de  chambre ; 
they  only  whisper  it  to  the  little  set  of  their  com- 
panions J  but  I  can  tell  it  to  all  men  living,  or  who 
are  to  live.  Therefore  I  desire  all  my  readers  to  pay 
their  fines,  or  mend  their  lives. 

white's  chocolate-house,  JUNE  8. 

My  familiar  being  come  from  France,  with  an  an- 
swer to  my  letter  to  Lewis  of  that  kingdom,  instead 
of  going  on  in  a  discourse  of  what  he  had  seen  in 
that  court,  he  put  on  the  immediate  concern  of  a 
guardian,  and  fell  to  inquiring  into  my  thoughts 
and  adventures  since  his  journey.  As  short  as  his 
stay  has  been,  I  confessed  I  had  had  many  occasions 
for  his  assistance  in  my  conduct ;  but  communicated 
to  him  my  thoughts  of  putting  all  my  force  against 
the  horrid  and  senseless  custom  of  duels".  *  If  it 
were  possible,*  said  he,  *  to  laugh  at  things  in  them- 
selves so  deeply  tragical  as  the  impertinent  profusion 
of  human  life,  I  think  I  could  divert  you  with  a 
figure  I  saw  just  after  my  death,  when  the  philoso- 
pher threw  me,  as  I  told  you  some  days  ago,  into 
the  pail  of  water. 

*  You  are  to  know  that,  when  men  leave  the  body, 
there  are  receptacles  for  them  as  soon  as  they  de- 
part, according  to  the  manner  in  which  they  lived 
and  died.  At  the  very  instant  that  I  was  killed,  there 
came  away  with  me  a  spirit  which  had  lost  its  body 
in  a  duel.  We  were  both  examined.  Me  the  whole 
assembly  looked  at  with  kindness  and  pity,  but  at 
the  same  time  with  an  air  of  welcome  and  consola- 
tion: they  pronounced  me  very  happy,  who  had  died 
in  innocence  ;  and  told  me,  <  a  quite  different  place 

n  Tatler,  No.  85*  and  notes;  Nos.  28. 29.  JUand 58. 
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was  allotted  to  me,  than  that  which  V8»  i^pointed 
for  my  companion  j  there  being  a  great  distance 
from  the  mansions  of  fools  and  innocents ;  thoi^b  at 
the  same  time,  said  one  of  the  ghosts^  there  is  a  great 
affinity  between  an  idiot  who  has  been  so  for  a  loiig 
life,  and  a  child  who  departs  before  maturity.  But 
this  gentleman  who  is  arrived  with  you  is  a  fool  of 
his  own  making,  is  ignorant  out  of  choice,  and  will 
fare  accordingly/  The  assembly  began  to  flock 
about  him,  and  one  said  to  him,  *  Sir,  I  observed 
you  came  in  through  the  gate  of  persons  murdered, 
and  I  desire  to  know  what  brought  you  to  your  un- 
timely end  ?'  He  said,  he  had  been  a  Second.  So- 
crates (who  may  be  said  to  have  been  murdered  by 
the  commonwealth  of  Athens)  stood  by,  and  began 
to  draw  near  him,  in  order,  after  his  manner,  to  lead 
him  into  a  sense  of  his  error  by  concessions  in  his 
own  discourse.  *  Sir/  said  that  divine  and  amicable 
spirit,  *  what  was  the  quarrel  ?*  He  answered,  *  We 
shall  know  very  suddenly,  when  the  princq)al  in  the 
business  comes,  for  be  was  desperately  wounded  be* 
fore  I  fell.*  *  Sir,'  said  the  sage,  *  had  you  an  estate?* 
*  Yes,  Sir,*  the  new  guest  answered,  *  I  have  left  it 
in  a  very  good  condition,  and  made  my  will  the 
night  before  this  occasion".'     *  Did  you  read  it  be- 

^  The  foliowiog  mngular  circumstance,  relatiye  to  a  recent  miurder,  cobw 
mitted  above  half  a  century  after  the  date  of  this  paper,  deserves  to  be  re- 
corded here : 

*  London,  Sept,  ^,  1785. 

*  I  am  now  called  upon,  and,  by  the  rules  oC  what  is  calkd  honour, 
forced  into  a  personal  interview  with  col.  Cosmo  Gordon.  God  only  can 
know  the  event,  and  into  his  hands  I  commit  my  soul,  conscious  only  of 
having  done  my  duty. 

*  I  therefore  declare  thia  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament,  &e. 

*  In  the  first  place,  I  commit  my  soul  to  Almighty  God,  in  hopes  of  his. 
TBietey  and  pardon  for  the  irreligious  step  I  now  (in  comjdiance  with  the  un- 
warrantable customs  of  this  wicked  world)  put  myself  under  the  necessity 
of  taking.  (Signed)  <  Fum.  I^omas** 
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fore  you  signed  it  ?*  *  Yes,  sure,  Sir/  said  the  new 
comer.  Socrates  replied,  *  Could  a  man,  that  would 
not  give  his  estate  without  reading  the  instrument, 
dispose  of  his  life  without  asking  a  question*"?'  That 
illustrious  shade  turned  from  him,  and  a  crowd  of 
impertinent  goblins,  who  had  been  drolls  and  para- 
sites in  their  life-time,  and  were  knocked  on  the  head 
for  their  sauciness,  came  about  my  fellow-traveller, 
and  made  themselves  very  merry  with  questions 
about  the  words  Cart  and  Tierce^  and  other  terms  of 
fencers.  But  his  thoughts  began  to  settle  into  re- 
flection upon  the  adventure  which  had  robbed  him 
of  his  late  being :  and  with  a  wretched  sigh,  said  he, 
'  how  terrible  are  conviction  and  guilt,  when  they 
come  too  late  for  penitence  **!' 

Pacolet  was  going  on  in  this  strain,  but  he  re- 
covered from  it,  and  told  me,  '  It  was  too  soon  to 
give  my  discourse  on  this  subject  so  serious  a  turn ; 
you  have  chiefly  to  do  with  that  part  of  mankind 
which  must  be  led  into  reflection  by  degrees,  and  yoa 
must  treat  this  custom  with  humour  and  raillery  to 
get  an  audience,  before  you  come  to  pronounce  sen- 
tence upon  it.  There  is  foundation  enough  for  raising 
such  entertainments,  from  the  practice  on  this  occa- 
sion. Do  not  you  know  that  often  a  man  is  called 
out  of  bed  to  follow  implicitly  a  coxcomb  (with 
whom  he  would  not  keep  company  on  any  other  oc- 
casion) to  ruin  and  death? — Then  a  good  list  of  such 

Long  afler  the  above  paragraph  was  first  printed  off,  legal  inquiry  was 
made  into  the  affidr  here  mentioned,  whidi  plain  people  conceived  at  that 
time,  to  be  a  dear  case  of  deliberate  murder.  Now  that  a  jury,  and  a 
judge,  after  canvassing  all  the  circumstances,  have  decided,  that  killing 
Fred.  Thomas,  was  not  murder,  in  justice  to  colonel  Cosmo  Gordon,  it 
remains  to  be  told  here,  historically,  that  after  a  fair  trial  for  murder,  he 
was  acquitted. 

^  Viz.  about  the  cause  of  the  quarrel,  for  an  account  of  which  he  refers 
to  the  principal  in  the  business. 

P  See  note  3,  Tatler,  No.  25. 
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as  are  qualified  by  the  laws  of  these  uncourteous  men 
of  chivalry  to  enter  into  combat  (who  are  often  per- 
sons of  honour  without  common  honesty) ;  these,  I 
say,  ranged  and  drawn  up  in  their  proper  order, 
would  give  an  aversion  to  doing  any  thing  in  com* 
mon  with  such  as  men  laugh  at  and  contemn.  But 
to  go  through  this  work,  you  must  not  let  your 
thoughts  vary,  or  make  excursions  from  your  theme  : 
consider,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  matter  has  been 
often  treated  by  the  ablest  and  greatest  writers ;  yet 
that  must  not  discourage  you :  for  the  properest  person 
to  handle  it  is  one  who  has  roved  into  mixed  conver- 
sations,  and  must  have  opportunities  (which  I  shall 
give  you)  of  seeing  these  sort  of  men  in  their  plea- 
sures and  gratifications,  among  which  they  pretend  to 
reckon  fighting.  It  was  pleasantly  enough  said  of  a 
bully  in  France,  when  duels  first  began  to  be  punished : 
The  king  has  taken  away  gaming  and  stage-playing, 
and  now  fighting  too  ;  how  does  he  expect  gentlemen 
shall  divert  themselves  ?* 


Whereas  several  gentlemen  have  desired  paper  with  a  blank  leaf  to 
write  business  on,  and  for  the  convenience  of  the  post;  this  is  to  give 
notice,  that  this  day,  and  for  the  future,  it  may  be  had  of  Mr.  Morphew, 
near  Stationers'-hall.  4 


No.  27.    SATURDAY,  June  11,  1709.» 

Quicquid  agunt  homines  — 

—  nostri  est  farrago  Ubellu 

Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 
Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 
Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


white's  chocolate-house,   JUNE  9. 

Pacolet  being  gone  a  strolling  among  the  men  of 

*  Steele's. 
«  This  advertisement  is  repeated  No.  57. 
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the  sword',  in  order  to  iind  out  the  secret  causes  of 
the  frequent  disputes  we  meet  with,  and  furnish  me 
with  materials  for  my  treatise  on  duelling:  I  have 
room  left  to  go  on  in  my  information  to  my  country 
readers,  whereby  they  may  understand  the  bright 
people  whose  memoirs  I  have  token  upon  me  to 
write.  But  in  my  discourse  of  the  twenty-eighth  of 
the  last  month,  I  omitted  to  mention  the  most 
agreeable  of  all  bad  characters,  and  that  is,  a  Rake% 
A  Rake  is  a  man  always  to  be  pitied  ;  and  if  he 
lives,  is  one  day  certainly  reclaimed  ;  for  his  faults 
proceed  not  from  choice  or  inclination,  but  from 

>*  See  Tatler,  No.  21.  notes;  Nos.  26.  28.  29.  51.  and  S8. 

"  The  compiler  of  Steele's  life,  in  the  Biographia  Britannica,  concludes 
it  with  the  following  quotation  from  Cibber's  *  Lives  of  the  Poets.'  ^ 
*  Steele  however  was  certainly  the  most  agreeable,  and  (if  we  may  be  al- 
lowed the  expression)  the  most  innocent  Rake  that  ever  trod  the  rounds 
of  indulgence.*  Steele's  own  acknowledgment,  Tatler,  No.  271.  might 
perhaps  have  suggested,  and  does  certainly  justify,  this  unfavourable,  but 
not  unfriendly,  account  of  him.  *  I  shall  not  (says  he)  carry  my  humility 
80  far  as  to  call  myself  an  avaridoys  man,  but  at  the  same  time  must  con- 
fess, my  life  is  at  best  but  pardonable.  With  no  greater  character  than 
this,  a  man  would  make  but  an  indifferent  progress  in  attacking  prevalent 
and  fashionable  vices,  which  Mr.  Bickerstaff  has  done  with  a  freedom  of 
spirit  that  would  have  lost  both  its  beauty  and  efficacy  had  it  been  pre- 
tended to  by  Mr.  Steele.' — With  this  laudable  spirit  of  unsparing  censure 
Mr.  Bickerstafi*  exposes  here  to  ridicule  and  abhorrence  what  was  noto- 
riously blameable  and  odious  in  Mr.  Steele.  The  paper  for  the  benefit  of 
its  readers  presents  them  with  an  instructive  picture  of  vicious  life,  from 
an  original  very  amiable,  however  faulty ;  and  for  whom  it  is  difficult  not 
to  indulge  some  degree  of  fevourable  partiality. 

The  writer  of  this  note  thinks  himself  obliged  to  add,— that  the  book 
which  he  has  miscalled  *  Cibber's  Lives  of  the  Poets,'  was  the  work  of 
Robert  Shiels.  Dr.  Johnson's  *  Lives  of  the  English  Poets,'  vol.  iii.  p.  185. 
edit.  8vo.  1781.  The  bookseller  contends  that  he  gave  fifteen  golden 
guineas  for  the  use  of  T.  Cibber's  name, — ^that  he  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  suppress  the  true  name  of  the  biographer — and  to  manage  so  with  the 
name  of  the  son,  as  to  excite  an  opinion,  that  the  publication  was  the  work 
of  the  father. 

It  is  probable,  that  Dr.  Johnson  cleared  the  work  of  his  amanuensis 
from  errors ;  it  is'  certain  he  added  to  its  beauties.  The  quotation  rela- 
tive to  Steele  is  a  proof  of  this^  equal  to  the  evidence  o{  a  thousand  wit- 
nesses.   See  Tatier,  No.  190. 
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Strong  passions  and  appetites,  whidi  are  in  youth  too 
violeait  for  the  curb  of  reason,  good  sense,  good  man- 
ners, and  good  nature :  all  which  he  must  have  by 
nature  and  education^  before  he  can  be  allowed  to  b^ 
or  have  been  of  this  order.  He  is  a  poor  unwieldy 
wretch,  that  commits  faults  out  of  the  redundance  <rf 
ids  good  qualities,  His  pity  and  compassion  make 
him  sometimes  a  bubble  to  all  his  fellows,  let  them 
he  never  so  much  below  him  in  understanding.  His 
desires  run  away  with  him  through  the  strength  and 
£)rce  of  a  lively  imagination,  which  hurries  him  on 
to  unlawful  pleasures,  before  reason  has  power  to 
come  in  to  his  rescue.  Thus,  with  all  the  good  in- 
tentions in  the  world  to  amendment,  this  creature  sins 
on  against  heaven,  himself,  his  friends,  and  his  coun- 
try, who  all  call  £c^  sl  better  use  of  his  talents. 
There  is  not  a  being  under  the  sun  so  miserable  as 
this:  he  goes  on  in  a  pursuit  he  himself  disapproves, 
and  has  no  enjoyment,  but  what  is  fcdlowed  by  re- 
morse ;  no  relief  from  remorse,  but  the  repetition  of 
his  iuime*  It  is  possible  I  may  talk  of  tiiia  person 
with  too  much  indulgence;  but  I  must  repeat  it, 
that  I  think  this  a  character  which  is  the  most  the 
43bject  of  pity  of  any  in  the  world.  The  man  in  the 
pangs  of  the  stone,  gout,  or  any  acute  distemper,  is 
not  in  so  deplorable  a  condition,  in  the  eye  of  right 
sense,  as  he  that  errs  and  repents,  and  repents  and 
errs  on.  The  fellow  with  broken  limbs  justiy  deserves 
your  alms  for  his  impotent  conditi(»i^  but  he  that 
cannot  use  his  own  reason  is  in  a  much  vrorse  state ; 
for  you  see  him  in  miserable  circumstances,  with  his 
remedy  at  the  same  time  in  his  own  possession,  if  he 
would,  or  could  use  it.  This  is  the  cause  that,  of  sSl 
ill  characters,  the  Rake  has  the  best  quarter  in  the 
world ;  for  when  he  is  himself,  and  unruffled  with 
intemperance,  you  see  his  natural  faculties  exert  them- 
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selves,  and  attract  an  eye  of  (Qivour  towards  his  in* 
firmities. 

But  if  we  look  round  us  here,  how  many  dull 
rogues  are  there,  that  would  fain  be  what  this  poor 
man  hates  himself  for  ?  All  the  noise  towards^  six 
in  the  evening  is  caused  by  his  mimics  and  imitators, 
flow  ought  men  of  sense  to  be  careful  of  their  actions, 
if  it  were  merely  from  the  indignation  of  seeing  them- 
selves ill  drawn  by  such  little  pretenders !  Not  to 
say,  he  that  leads  is  guilty  of  all  the  actions  of  his 
foilowerB  ;  and  a  Rake  has  imitators  whom  you  would 
never  expect  should  prove  so.  Second-hand  vice, 
sure,  of  all,  is  the  most  nauseous.  There  is  hardly  a 
foUy  more  absurd,  or  which  seems  less  to  be  accounted 
for  (though  it  is  what  we  see  every  day),  than  that 
grave  and  honest  natures  give  into  this  way,  mid  at 
the  same  time  have  good  sense,  if  they  thought  -fit  to 
«sc  it ;  but  die  fatality  (under  whidi  most  men  labour) 
of  desiring  to  be  what  they  are  not,  makes  them  go 
<W!t  ^  araethod  in  which  they  might  he  received  with 
applause,  «nd  would  certainly  excel,  into  one,  where- 
in they  with  all  their  life  have  the  air  of  strangers  to 
what  tibey  aim  at. 

For  this  reason,  I  have  not  lamented  the  metamor- 
f^hosis  ©€  any  one  I  know  so  much  as  ef  Nobilis*, 
w^ho  was  bora  with  sweetness  of  temper,  just  appre- 
iiension,  and  every  thing  eke  that  miglit  make  Mm  a 
man  fit  for  his  order.  But  instead  df  the  pursuit  of 
sober  studies  and  applications,  in  which  he  would  cer- 
tainly he  capaible  of  making  a  considerable  figure  in 

'^  In  1709«  it  would  -seem  tkat  the  dinners  of  people  of  quality  and 
fashion  in  London  concluded  about  she  in  the  evening ;  and  that  the  gen- 
tlemen Imriiad'to  &e  ooiiee-heiiBes  «bout  this  hour. — ^The  expression  of 
BiMse  in  the  text,  ceems  to  inynly,  that  die  -^ntlemen  had  drusk  pret^ 
freely.    See  TaUer,  No.  269.  and  notes.    A. 

^  Nobilis  is  dead ;  bilt  one  of  his  family  has  smee  come  nearer  to  the 
ivkiouB  ctwractar  wlueh  Ins  ancestor  ailected. 
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the  noblest  assembly  of  men  in  the  world ;  I  say^  ia 
spite  of  that  good  nature,  which  is  his  proper  bent, 
he  will  say  ill-natured  things  aloud,  but  such  as  he 
was,  and  still  should  be,  out  of  countenance,  and 
dro  n  all  the  natural  good  in  him,  to  receive  an  arti- 
ficial ill  character,  in  which  he  will  never  succeed  ; 
for  Nobilis  is  no  Rake.  He  may  guzzle  as  much  wine 
as  he  pleases,  talk  bawdy  if  he  thinks  fit ;  but  he  may 
as  well  drink  water-gruel,  and  go  twice  a-day  to 
church,  for  it  will  never  do.  I  pronounce  it  again, 
Nobilis  is  no  Rake.  To  be  of  that  order,  he  must 
be  vicious  against  his  will,  and  not  so  by  study  or  ap- 
plication. All  *  Pretty  Fellows*  are  also  excluded  to 
a  man,  as  well  as  inamoratoes,  or  persons  of  the 
epicene  gender,  who  gaze  at  one  another  in  the  pre- 
scence  of  ladies.  This  class,  of  which  I  am  giving 
you  an  account,  is  pretended  to  also  by  men  of  strong 
abiUties  in  drinking ;  though  they  are  such  whom  the 
liquor,  not  the  conversation,  keeps  together.  But 
blockheads  may  roar,  fight,  and  stab,  and  be  never  the 
nearer ;  their  labour  is  also  lost ;  they  want  sense  : 
they  are  no  Rakes. 

As  a  Rake  among  men  is  the  man  who  lives  in  the 
constant  abuse  of  his  reason,  so  a  Coquette  among 
women  is  one  who  lives  in  the  continual  misapplica- 
tion of  her  beauty.  The  chief  of  all  whom  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  acquainted  with,  is  pretty  Mrs.  Toss: 
she  is  ever  in  practice  of  something  which  disfigures 
her,  and  takes  from  her  charms,  though  all  she  does 
tends  to  a  contrary  effect.  She  has  naturally  a  very 
agreeable  voice  and  utterance,  which  she  has  changed 
for  the  prettiest  lisp  imaginable.  She  sees  what  she 
has  a  mind  to  see  at  half  a  mile  distance ;  but  poring 
with  her  eyes  half  shut  at  every  one  she  passes  by, 
she  believes  much  more  becoming.  The  Cupid  on 
her  fan  and  she  have  their  eyes  fuU  on  each  other,  all 
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the  time  in  which  they  are  not  both  in  motion.  When- 
ever her  eye  is  turned  from  that  dear  object,  you  may 
have  a  glance,  and  your  bow,  if  she  is  in  humour, 
returned  as  civilly  as  you  make  it ;  but  that  must  not 
be  in  the  presence  of  a  man  of  greater  quality  :  for 
Mrs.  Toss  is  so  thoroughly  well-bred,  that  the  chief 
person  present  has  all  her  regards.  And  she  who 
giggles  at  divine  service,  and  laughs  at  her  very 
mother,  can  compose  herself  at  the  approach  of  a 
man  pf  a  good  estate. 

WILL*8  COFr£E-HOUS£,  JUNE  9. 

A  FtNE  lady  showed  a  gentleman  of  this  company,  for 
an  eternal  answer  to  all  his  addresses,  a  paper  of 
verses,  with  which  she  is  so  captivated,  that  she  pro- 
fessed the  author  should  be  the  happy  man  in  spite  of 
all  other  pretenders.  It  is  ordinary  for  love  to  make 
men  poetical,  and  it  had  that  effect  on  this  enamoured 
man :  but  he  was  resolved  to  try  his  vein  upon  some 
of  her  confidents  or  retinue,  before  he  ventured  upon 
so  high  a  theme  as  herself.  To  do  otherwise  than  so, 
would  be  like  making  an  heroic  poem  a  man's  first 
attempt.  Among  the  favourites  to  the  fair-one,  he 
found  her  parrot  not  to  be  in  the  last  degree  :  he  saw 
Poll  had  her  ear,  when  his  sighs  were  neglected.  To 
write  against  him  had  been  a  fruitless  labour;  therefore 
he  resolved  to  flatter  him  into  his  interests  in  the 
following  manner : 

To  a  Lady,  on  her  Parrot, 

When  nymphs  were  coy,  and  love  could  not  prevail, 
The  gods  disguis'd  were  seldom  knjown  to  fail ; 
Leda  was  chaste,  but  yet  a  feather'd  Jove 
Surpriz'd  the  fair,  and  taught  her  how  to  love. 
There's  no  celestial,  but  his  heaven  would  quit, 
For  any  form  which  might  to  thee  admit. 
VOL.  I.  H 
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See  how  the  wanton  birdr^t  every  glance. 
Swells  his  glad  plumes,  and  feels  an  amorous  trance ; 
The  queen  of  beauty  has  forsook  the  dove : 
Henceforth  the  parrot  be  the  bird  of  love. 

It  is  indeed  a  very  just  proposition  to  give  that 
honour  rather  to  the  parrot  tfian  the  other  volatile. 
The  parrot  represents  us  in  the  state  of  making  love : 
the  dove,  in  the  possession  of  the  object  beloved. 
But,  instead  of  turning  the  dove  off,  I  fancy  it  would 
be  better  if  the  chaise  of  Venus  had  hereafter  a  par- 
rot added  (as  we  see  sometimes  a  third  horse  to  a 
coach),  which  might  intimate,  that  to  be  a  parrot,  is 
the  only  way  to  succeed ;  and  to  be  a  dove,  to  pre- 
serve your  conquests.  If  the  swain  would  go  on 
successfully,  he  must  imitate  the  bird  he  writes  upon: 
for  he  who  would  be  loved  by  women,  must  never  be 
silent  before  the  favour,  or  open  his  lips  after  it. 

FROM  MY  OWN  APABTMENT,  JUNE  10» 

I  HAVE  SO  many  messages  from  young  gentlemen  who 
expect  preferment  and  distinction,  that  I  am  wholly 
at  a  loss  in  what  manner  to  acquit  myself.  The 
writer  of  the  following  letter  tells  me  in  a  postscript, 
he  cannot  go  out  of  town  till  I  have  taken  some 
notice  of  him,  and  is  very  urgent  to  be  somebody  in 
it,  before  he  returns  to  his  commons  at  the  university. 
But  take  it  from  himself. 

*  To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  esquire,  Monitor-general  * 
of  Great-Britain. 
*  sir, 

•  I  HAVE  been  above  six  months  from  the 
university,  of  age  these  three  months,  and  so  long  in 
town.     I  was  recommended  to  one  Charles  Bubble- 

<  See  Tatler,  No8«  d.  note;  24.  26.  and  note  ,*  and  £8. 
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boy  "f  near  the  Temple,  who  has  supplied  me  with  all 
the  furniture  he  says  a  gentleman  ought  to  have.  I 
desired  a  certificate  thereof  from  him,  which  he  said 
would  require  some  time  to  consider  of;  and  when  I 
went  yesterday  morning  for  it,  he  tells  me,  upon  due 
consideration,  I  still  want  some  few  odd  things  more, 
to  the  value  of  three  score  or  four  score  pounds,  to 
make  me  complete.  I  have  bespoke  them  ;  and  the 
favour  I  beg  of  you  is,  to  know,  when  I  am  equip- 
ped, in  what  part  or  class  of  men  in  this  town  you 
will  place  me.  Pray  send  me  word  what  I  am,  and 
you  shall  find  me,  Sir, 

*  Your  most  humble  servant, 

'  Bheer-laiie,  June  8.  c  Jfif  FRY  NicKKAC* 

I  am  very  willing  to  encourage  young  beginners^ 
but  am  extremely  in  the  dark  hoW  to  dispose  of  this 
gentleman.  I  cannot  see  either  his  person  or  habit 
in  this  letter ;  but  I  will  call  at  Charles's  %  and  know 
the  shape  of  his  snuff-box,  by  which  I  can  settle  his 
character.  Though  indeed,  to  know  his  full  capa^ 
city,  I  ought  to  be  informed  whether  he  takes  Spa- 
nish or  Musty  *. 

8T.  James's  coFPEX-sousSy  june  lOi 

Letters  from  the  Low  Countries  of  the  17th  in- 
stant say,  that  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the 
prince  of  Savoy  intended  to  leave  Ghent  on  that 
day,  and  join  the  army  which  lies  between  Pont 
d'Espiere  and  Courtray,  their  head-quarters  being  at 
Helchin.     The  same  day,  the  Palatine  foot  were 

y  Charles  Mather,  at  that  time  an  eminent  toyman  in  Fleet-street. 

s  Charles  Mather's, 

«  A  great  quantity  of  musty  snuiTwas  captured  in  the  Spanish  fleet 
which  was  taken  or  burnt  at  Vigo  in  1 705 ;  it  soon  became  fashionable  to 
use  no  snuff  but  what  had  this  musty  flavour.  Time,  and  the  tricks  of  the 
tobacconists  and  perfumers,  put  an  end  at  last  to  this  absurd  custom. 
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expected  at  Brussels.  Lieutenant-general  Domprei 
with  a  body  of  eight  thousand  men,  is  posted  at  Alost, 
in  order  to  cover  Ghent  and  Brussels.  The  marshal 
de  Villars  was  still  on  the  plain  of  Lenz ;  and  it  is 
said  the  duke  of  Vendsome  is  appointed  to  command 
in  conjunction  with  that  general.  Advices  from 
Paris  say,  monsieur  Voisin  is  made  secretary  of  state, 
upon  monsieur  Chamillard's  resignation  of  that  em- 
ployment. The  want  of  money  in  that  kingdom  is 
so  great,  that  the  court  has  thought  fit  to  command 
all  the  plate  of  private  families  to  be  brought  into 
the  Mint.  They  write  from  the  Hague  of  the  18th, 
that  the  States  of  Holland  continue  their  session; 
and  that  they  have  approved  the  resolution  of  the 
States-general,  to  publish  a  second  edict  to  prohibit 
the  sale  of  com  to  the  enemy.  Many  eminent  per- 
sons in  that  assembly  have  declared  that  they  are  of 
opinion,  that  all  commerce  whatsoever  with  France 
ishould  be  wholly  forbidden;  which  point  is  under 
present  deliberation ;  but  it  is  feared  it  will  meet 
with  powerful  opposition. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

*  The  History  of  Addresses;  diu  mukumque  denderatum.  By  a  gentleman 
nearly  related  to  the  author  of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.* 

*  At  Lloyd's  Coffee-house,  m  Lombard-street,  on  the  8th  mstaint,  at 
9  o'clock,  will  be  on  sale,  a  fine  fresh  stone-horse,  just  come  out  of  York- 
shire, sixty  guineas  value ;  to  be  thrown  for  by  dice,  each  lot  a  guinea ;  to 
be  paid  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  when  subscribed.  The  horse  to  be  seen  at  any  time 
before  the  sale,  at  Mr«  Child's  stable,  at  the  Castle  and' Falcon  in  Alders* 
gate-street.* 
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No.  28.     TUESDAY,  June  14,  1709.* 

Quicquid  agunt  komifies  — 

—  nostri  est  farrago  libelU.  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P* 


white's  chocolate-house,  JUNE  13. 

I  HAD  suspended  the  business  of  duelling  to  a  distant 
time,  but  that  I  am  called  upon  to  declare  myself  on 
a  point  proposed  in  the  following  letter  ^ : 

*  SIR, 

*  I  DESIRE  the  favour  of  you  to  decide  this 
question,  whether  calling  a  gentleman  a  Smart  Fel- 
low is  an  affront  or  not  ?  A  youth  entering  a  certain 
coffee-house,  with  his  cane  tied  to  his  button,  wearing 
red-heeled  shoes,  I  thought  of  your  description,  and 
could  not  forbear  telling  a  friend  of  mine  next  to  me, 
'  There  enters  a  Smart  Fellow.*  The  gentleman 
hearing  it,  had  immediately  a  mind  to  pick  a  quarrel 
with  me,  and  desired  satisfaction ;  at  which  I  was 
more  puzzled  than  at  the  other,  remembering  what 
mention  your  familiar  makes  of  those  that  had  lost 
their  lives  on  such  occasions.  The  thing  is  referred 
to  your  judgment ;  and  I  expect  you  to  be  my  se^ 
cond,  since  you  have  been  the  cause  of  our  quarrel. 
*  I  am.  Sir,  your  friend  and  humble  servant' 

'  *  June  9,  at  night.' 

I  absolutely  pronounce,  that  there  is  no  occasion 
of  offence  given  in  this  expression ;  for  a  *  Smart 
Fellow  *  is  always  an  appellation  of  praise,  and  is  a 
man  of  double  capacity.  The  true  cast  or  mould  in 
which  you  may  be  sure  to  know  hhn  is,  when  his 

♦  Steele's. 
^  See  Tatler,No.  25.  and  notes;  Nos,  26.  29.  31.  38,  and  39. 
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livelihood  or  education  is  in  the  civil  list,  and  you 
see  him  express  a  vivacity  or  mettle  above  the  way 
he  is  in  by  a  little  jerk  in  his  motion,  short  trip  in 
his  steps,  well-fancied  lining  of  his  coat,  or  any  other 
indications  which  may  be  given  in  a  vigorous  dress  ''• 
Now,  what  possible  insinuation  can  there  be,  that  it 
is  a  cause  of  quarrel  for  a  man  to  say,  he  allows  a 
gentleman  really  to  be,  what  he,  his  tailor,  his  hosier, 
and  his  milliner,  have  conspired  to  make  him?  I 
confess,  if  this  person  who  appeals  to  me  had  said, 
he  was  *  not  a  Smart  Fellow,'  there  had  been  cause 
for  resentment ;  but  if  he  stands  to  it  that  he  is  one, 
he  leaves  no  manner  of  ground  for  a  misunderstanding. 
Indeed  it  is  a  most  lamentable  thing,  that  there  should 
be  a  dispute  raised  upon  a  man's  saying  another  is, 
what  he  plainly  takes  pains  to  be  thought. 

But  this  point  cannot  be  so  well  adjusted,  as  by 
inquiring  what  are  the  sentiments  of  wise  nations  and 
communities,  of  the  use  of  the  sword,  and  from 
thence  conclude  whether  it  is  honourable  to  draw  it 
so  frequently  or  not  ?  An  illustrious  commonwealth 
of  Italy  "*  has  preserved  itself  for  many  ages,  without 
letting  one  of  theii-  subjects  handle  this  destructive 
instrument ;  always  leaving  that  work  to  such  of 
mankind  as  understand  the  use  of  a  whole  skin  so 
little,  as  to  niake  a  profession  of  exposing  it  to  cuts 
and  scars. 

But  what  need  we  run  to  such  foreign  instances  ? 
Our  own  antient  and  well-governed  cities  are  con- 
spicuous examples  to  all  mankind  in  their  regulation 
of  military  achievements.  The  chief  citizens,  like  the 
noble  Italians,  hire  mercenaries  to  carry  arms  in  their 

«  8w  T^llei:,  No»  9*  pote;  Nos.  24.  26.  and  note;  and  27. 

d  Venice,  which  declined  engaging  in  the  war  of  the  Grand  Alliance  in 
1 702.  This  republic,  when  it  has  occasion  for  soldiers,  commonly  employs 
German,  Swisi,  or  other  foreign  m€rcenari€B. 
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stead ;  and  you  shall  have  a  fellow  of  a  desperate  for- 
tune, for  the  gain  of  one  half-crown,  go  through  all 
the  dangers  of  Tothill-fields,  or  the  Artillery-ground, 
clap  his  right  jaw  within  two  inches  of  the  touch-hole 
of  a  musket,  fire  it  off,  and  huzza,  with  as  little  con- 
cern as  he  tears  a  pullet  %  Thus  you  see,  to  what 
scorn  of  danger  these  mercenaries  arrive,  out  of  a 
mere  love  of  sordid  gain :  but  methinkts  it  should 
take  off  the  strong  prepossession  men  have  in  favour 
of  bold  actions,  when  they  see  upon  what  low 
motives  men  aspire  to  them.  Do  but  observe  the 
common  practice  in  the  government  of  those  heroic 
bodies,  our  militia  and  lieutenancies,  the  most  ancient 
-corps  of  soldiers,  perhaps,  in  the  universe }  I  ques- 
tion, whether  there  is  one  instance  of  an  animosity 
between  any  two  of  these  illustrious  sons  of  Mars 
since  their  institution,  which  was  decided  by  combat? 
I  remember,  indeed,  to  have  read  the  chronicle  of  an 
accident  which  had  like  to  have  occasioned  blood- 
shed in  the  very  field  before  all  the  general  officers, 
though  most  of  them  were  justices  of  the  peace. 
Captain  Crabtree  of  Birchin-lane,  haberdasher,  had 
drawn  a  bill  upon  major-general  Maggot,  cheese- 
monger in  Thames-street.  Crabtree  draws  this  upon 
Mr.  William  Maggot  and  company.  A  country  lad 
received  this  bill,  and  not  understanding  the  word 
company,  used  in  drawing  bills  on  men  in  partner- 
ship, carried  it  to  Mr.  Jeffery  Stitch  of  Crooked-lane 
(lieutenant  of  the  major-general's  company),  whom 
he  had  the  day  before  seen  march  by  tiie  door  in  all 
the  pomp  of  his  commission.  The  lieutenant  accepts 
it,  for  the  honour  of  the  company,  since  it  had  come 

«  The  state  and  discipline  of  the  city  train-bands  at  this  time  was  very 
justly  a  standing  subject  of  ridicule  to  the  wits.  See  a  poem  on  this  sub- 
ject, ascribed  to  Swift,  in  the  Harleian  Misc.  vol.  i.  p.  206.    There  is 

another  humorous  attack  on  the  Artilleiy-company,  &c.  and  a  sneer  at 

them.    Tatler,  Nos.  38.  and  41. 
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to  him.  But  repayment  being  asked  from  the  major- 
general,  he  absolutely  refuses.  Upon  this,  the  lieu- 
tenant thinks  of  nothing  less  than  to  bring  this  to  a 
rupture,  and  takes  for  his  second  Tobias  Armstrong 
of  the  Counter  %  and  sends  him  with  a  challenge  in 
a  scrip  of  parchment,  wherein  was  written  Stitch 
Contra  Maggot,  and  all  the  fury  vanished  in  a  mo- 
ment. The  major-general  gives  satisfaction  to  the 
second,  and  all  was  well. 

Hence  it  is,  that  the  bold  spirits  of  our  city  are 
kept  in  such  subjection  to  the  civil  power.     Other- 
wise, where  would  our  liberties  soon  be,  if  wealth 
and  valour  were  suffered  to  exert  themselves  with 
their  utmost  force  ?     If  such  officers  as  are  employed 
in  the  terrible  bands  above-mentioned,  were  to  draw 
bills  as  well  as  swords,  these  dangerous  captains^  who 
could  victual  an  army  as  well  as  lead  it,  would  be 
too  powerful  for  the  state.     But  the  point  of  honour 
justly  gives  way  to  that  of  gain ;  and,  by  long  and 
wise  regulation,  the  richest  is  the  bravest  man.     I 
have  known  a  captain  rise  to  a  colonel  in  two  days 
by  the  fall  of  stocks  ;  and  a  major,  my  good  friend, 
near  the  Monument,  ascended  to  that  honour  by  the 
fall  of  the  price  of  spirits,  and  the  rising  of  right 
nantz.     By  this  true  sense  of  honour,  that  body  of 
warriors  are  ever  in  good  order  and  discipline,  with 
their  colours  and  coats  all  whole  :  as  in  other  batta^ 
lions  (where  their  principles  of  action  are  less  solid) 
you  see  the  men  of  service  look  like  spectres  with 
long  sides  and  lank  cheeks.     In  this  army,  you  may 
measure  a  man's  services,  by  his  waist,  and  the  most 
prominent  belly  is  certainly  the  man  who  has  been 
most  upon  action.     Besides  all  this,  there  is  another 
excellent  remark  to  be  made  in  the  discipline  of  thes§ 


f  A  bum-bailiff. 
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troops.  It  being  of  absolute  necessity  that  the 
people  of  England  should  see  what  they  have  fiar 
their  money,  and  be  eye-witnesses  of  the  advantages 
they  gain  by  it,  all  battles  which  are.  fought  abroad 
are  represented  here.  But,  since  one  side  must  be 
beaten,  and  the  other  conquer,  which  might  create 
disputes,  the  eldest  company  is  always  to  make  the 
other  run,  and  the  younger  retreats,  according  to  the 
last  news  and  best  intelligence.  I  have  myself  seen 
prince  Eugene  make  Catinat  fly  from  the  backside  of 
Gray's-inn-lane  to  Hockley-in-the-Hole,  and  not  give 
over  the  pursuit,  till  obliged  to  leave  the  Bear- 
garden^ on  the  right,  to  avoid  being  borne  down  by 

«  There  was  a  sort  of  amphitheatre  here,  dedicated  originally  to  bull* 
baiting,  bear-baiting,  prize-fighting,  and  all  other  sorts  of  rough  game ;  and 
it  was  not  only  attended  by  butchers,  drovers,  and  great  crowds  of  all 
sorts  of  mob,  but  likewise  by  dukes,  lords,  knights,  squires,  &c.  There 
were  seats  particularly  set  apart  for  the  quality,  ornamented  with  old  ta- 
pestry hangings,  into  which  none  were  admitted  under  half-a-crown  at  least. 
Its  neighbourhood  was  famous  for  sheltering  thieves,  pickpockets,  and  in- 
famous wpmen;  and  £br  breeding  bull-dogs.    N. 

Of  the  Bear-garden  advertisements,  hand-bills,  and  diversions,  common 
in  1709,  1710,  &c.  the  two  following  genuine  copies  will  give  sufficient  in- 

.  formation.  The  Queen's  arms  at  top,  and  A.R.  *  At  the  Bear-garden,  in 
Hockley-in-the-Hole.  A  trial  of  skill  to  be  performed  between  two  pro- 
found masters  of  the  noble  science  of  defence,  on  Wednesday  next,  the 
13th  of  July,  1702,  at  two  o'clock,  precisely.    I  George  Gray,  bom  in  the 

.  city  of  Norwich,  who  has  fought  in  most  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  viz.  Ja- 
maica, Barbadoes,  and  several  other  parts  of  the  worlds  in  all  twenty-five 
times  upon  the  stage,  and  was  never  yet  worsted;  and  am  now  lately  come 
to  London,  do  invite  James  Harris  to  meet,  and  exercise  at  the  following 
weapons:  backrsword,  sword  and  dagger,  sword  and  buckler,  single  falcbioi^, 
and  case  of  falchions.  I,  James  Harris,  master  of  the  said  noble  science  of 
defence,  who  formerly  rid  in  the  Horse-guards,  and  hath  fought  110  prizes, 
and  never  left  a  stage  to  any  man,  will  not  fail  [God  willing]  to  meet  this 
brave  and  bold  inviter,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  desiring  sharp 
swords,  and  from  him  no  favour.  No  person  to  be  upon  the  stage  but. the 
seconds,  VivtU  ReginaJ 
With  the  royal  arms  as  before.    *  At  the  Bear-garden  in  Hockley-in-the- 

.Hole,  near  Clerkenwell-green,  1710.  This  is  to  give  notice  to  all  gentle- 
men, gamesters,  and  others,  that  on  this  present  Monday  is  a  match  to  be 

,  fought  by  two  dogs,  one  from  Newgate-market,  against  one  from  Honey- 
lane  market,  at  a  bull,  for  a  guinea  to  be  spent,  five  let-goes  out  of  hand. 
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fencers,  wild  bulls,  and  monsters,  too  terrible  for  the 
encounter  of  any  heroes,  but  such  whose  lives  are 
their  livelihood  \ 

We  have  here  seen,  that  wise  nations  do  not  admit 
of  %fating,  even  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  as 
a  laudable  action  ;  and  they  live  withm  the  wails  of 
our  own  city  in  great  honour  and  reputation  without 
it.  It  would  be  very  necessary  to  understand,  by 
what  force  of  the  climate,  food,  education,  or  em* 
ployment,  one  man^s  sense  is  brought  to  difier  so 
essentially  from  that  of  another;  that  one  is  ridi- 
culous and  contemptible  for  forbearing  a  thing  which 
makes  for  his  safety;  and  another  applauded  for 
consulting  his  ruin  and  destruction. 

It  will  therefore  be  necessary  for  us  (to  show  our 
travelling)  to  examine  tliis  subject  fully,  and  tell  you 

YAAch  goes  fairest  and  fastest  iti,  wins  all.  Likewise,  a  green  bull  to  be 
bfdted,  which  was  neTer  baited  before ;  and  a  bull  to  be  turned  loose  with 
fireworks  all  over  him.  Also,  a  mad  ass  to  be  baited.  With  a  variety  of 
bull-baiting  and  bear-baiting,  and  a  dog  to  be  drawn  iqp  with  lire-works. 
To  begin  exactly  at  three  of  the  dock.'  Harl  Cat.  5931,  in  folio.  Bag- 
ford's  Collection,  British  Museum. 

Sadb  were  the  elegant  diversions  and  ingemous  recreations  of  the  Bear- 
garden.    See  Tatler,  No.  134. 

To  revive  tham  with  improvements,  it  was  advertised  in  1785,  that  a  fine 
horse,  brought  at  great  expense  from  Arabia,  would  be  delightfully  worried 
to  death  by  dogs,  in  an  inelosure  near  the  Adam  and  Eve,  in  Tottei^am- 
eourt^road ;  and  to  exclude  low  company,  every  admission-ticket  was  to 
cost  half-a^guinea.  •  But  the  interposition  of  the  magistrates,  who  doubted 
of  the  innocence^  or  of  the  wisdom  of  training  dogs  and  horses  to  mutual 
enmity,  put  a  stop  for  once  to  diat  superfine  exhibition. 

k  See  Tatler,  No.  134;  and  Spect.  Nos.  141.  456,  and  449. 

*  The  profession  of  a  soldier  may  be  disesteemed  by  some  unthinking, 
not  to  say  ungrateful,  mai.  But  surely  to  profess  arms  is  to  profess  being 
ready  to  die  for  others.  Nor  is  it  an  ordinary  struggle  between  reason, 
flense,  and  passion,  that  can  raise  men  to  a  calm  and  ready  negligence  of 
life,  and  animate  them  to  assault  without  fear,  pursue  without  cruelty,  and 
stab  without  hatred.  Were  soldiers  to  form  to  themselves  (if  any  do  not) 
a  constant  reason  of  their  actions,  they  would  find  themselves  better  pre* 
pared  for  all  tl\£  vicissitudes  they  are  to  meet  with,  when,  instead  of  the 
changeable  heat  of  mere  courage  and  blood,  they  acted  t^on  the  firm  mo^ 
tives  of  duty,  valour,  and  constancy  of  souL'    Steele. 
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how  it  cornea  to  pass,  that  a  man  of  honour  in  SpatQ» 
though  you  offend  him  never  so  gallantly,  stabs  you 
basely ;  in  England,  though  you  offend  him  never 
so  basely,  challenges  fairly :  the  former  kills  you 
out  of  revenge,  the  latter  out  of  good^hreeding. 
But  to  probe  the  heart  of  man  in  this  particular  to 
its  utmost  thoughts  and  recesses,  I  must  wait  for  the 
return  of  Pacolet,  who  is  now  attending  a  gentleman 
lately  in  a  duel,  and  sometimes  visits  the  person  by 
whose  hand  he  received  his  wounds'. 

ST.  JAMESES  COFFEE-HOUSE,  JUNE  15, 

LiETTERs  from  Vienna  of  the  8th  instant  say,  there 
has  been  a  journal  of  the  marches  and  actions  of  the 
king  of  Sweden,  from  the  beginning  of  January  to 
the  11th  of  April  N.S.  communicated  by  the  Swedish 
ministers  to  that  court.  These  advices  inform,  that 
his  Swedish  majesty  entered  the  territories  of  Mus- 
covy in  February  last,  with  the  main  body  of  his 
army,  in  order  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  a  general  en- 
gagement; but  that,  the  Muscovites  declining  a 
battle,  and  an  universal  thaw  having  rendered  the 
rivers  unpassable,  the  king  returned  into  Ukrania. 
There  are  mentioned  several  rencounters  between 
considerable  detachments  of  the  Swedish  and  Rus- 
sian armies.  Marshal  Heister  intended  to  take  his 
leave  of  the  court  on  the  day  after  the  date  of  these 
letters,  and  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army  in 
Hungary.  The  malcontents  had  attempted  to  send 
in  a  supply  of  provision  into  Newhausel ;  but  their 
design  was  disappointed  by  the  Germans. 

Advices  from  Berlin  of  the  15th  instant  N.S.  say, 
that  his  Danish  majesty  having  received  an  invita- 
tion from  the  king  of  Prussia  to  an  interview,  de- 

*  See  2d  note,  Tatler,  No»  25.  of  the  tnith  of  which,  this  passage  may  be 
considered  as  a  confirmation^ 
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signed  to  come  to  Potsdam  within  a  few  days,  and 
that  king  Augustus  resolved  to  accompany  him 
thither*  To  avoid  all  difficulties  in  ceremony,  the 
three  kings  and  all  the  company  who  shall  have  the 
honour  to  sit  with  them  at  table,  are  to  draw  lots, 
and  take  precedence  accordingly. 

They  write  from  Hamburgh  of  the  18th  instant 
N.S.  that  some  particular  letters  from  Dantzic 
speak  of  a  late  action  between  the  Swedes  and 
Muscovites  near  Jerislaw;  but  that  engagement 
being  mentioned  from  no  other  place,  there  is  not 
much  credit  given  to  this  intelligence. 

We  hear  from  Brussels,  by  letters  dated  the  20th, 
that  on  the  14th,  in  the  evening,  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  prince  Eugene  arrived  at  Courtray, 
with  a  design  to  proceed  the  day  following  to  Lisle, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  city  the  confederate 
army  was  to  rendezvous  the  same  day.  Advices 
from  Paris  inform  us,  that  the  Marshal  de  Bezons 
is  appointed  to  command  in  Dauphine,  and  that  the 
duke  of  Berwick  is  to  set  out  for  Spain,  with  a  de- 
sign to  foUow;  the  fortunes  of  the  duke  of  Anjou,  in 
case  the  French  king  should  comply  with  the  late 
demands  of  the  allies. 

The  court  of  France  has  sent  a  circular  letter  to 
all  the  governors  of  the  provinces,  to  recommend  to 
their  consideration  his  majesty's  late  conduct  in  the 
affair  of  peace.  It  is  thought  fit,  in  that  epistle,  to 
condescend  to  a  certain  appeal  to  the  people,  whether 
it  is  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  or  the 
French  name,  to  submit  to  the  preliminaries  de- 
manded by  the  confederates?  That  letter  dwells 
upon  the  unreasonableness  of  the  allies,  in  requiring 
his  majesty's  assistance  in  dethroning  his  grandson  ; 
and  treats  this  particular  in  language  more  suitable 
to  it,  as  it  is  a  topic  of  oratory,  than  a  real  circum- 
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Stance  on  which  the  interests  of  nations,  and  reasons 
of  state,  which  affect  all  Europe,  are  concerned. 

The  close  of  this  memorial  seems  to  prepare  the 
people  to  expect  all  events,  attributing  the  confi- 
dence of  the  enemy  to  the  goodness  of  their  troops  ; 
but  acknowledging  that  his  sole  dependance  is  upon 
the  intervention  of  Providence. 


No.  29.  THURSDAY,  June  i6,  1709.* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines — 

— nostfi  eit  farrago  libelli.  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


white's  chocolate-house,  JUNE  14. 

Having  a  very  solid  respect  for  human  nature, 
however  it  is  distorted  from  its  natural  make,  by 
affectation,  humour,  custom,  misfortune,  or  vice,  I 
do  apply  myself  to  my  friends  to  help  me  in  raising 
arguments  for  preserving  it  in  all  its  individuals,  as 
long  as  it  is  permitted.  To  one  of  my  letters  on  this 
subject,  I  have  received  the  following  answer : 

*  SIR, 

*  In  answer  to  your  question  %  why  men  of 
sense,  virtue,  and  experience,  are  seen  still  to  com- 
ply with  that  ridiculous  custom  of  duelling?  I  must 
desire  you  to  reflect,  that  custom  has  dished  up  in 
tuffi  the  wisest  heads  of  our  ancestors,  and  put  the 
best  of  the  present  age  into  huge  falbala  periwigs '. 
Men  of  sense  would  not  impose  such  incumbrances 
bii  themselves,  but  be  glad  they  might  show  their 

*  Steele's. 
^  See  Tatler,  No.  25.  and  notes;  Nos.  26.  28.  31.  38»  tnd  59. 
I  Tatler,  No.  26.  and  note. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2Si  THE  TATLEB.  No.  Sg. 

€ii/CXA^  decently  in  public  upon  easier  terms.  If  then 
such  men  appear  reasonably  slaves  to  the  fashion,  in 
what  regards  the  %ure  of  their  persons,  we  ought 
not  to  wonder^  that  they  are  at  least  so  in  what 
seems  to  touch  their  reputations.  Besides,  you  can- 
not be  ignorant,  that  dress  and  chivalry  have  been 
always  encouraged  by  the  ladies,  as  the  two  principal 
branches  of  gallantry.  It  is  to  avoid  being  sneered 
at  for  his  singularity,  and  from  a  desire  to  appear 
more  agreeable  to  his  mistress,  that  a  wise,  expe- 
rienced, and  polite  man,  complies  with  the  dress  com- 
monly received ;  and  is  prevailed  upon  to  violate  his 
reason  and  principles,  in  hazarding  his  life  and  estate 
by  a  tilt,  as  well  as  sufibring  his  pleasures  to  be  con- 
strained and  soured  by  the  constant  apprehension  of 
a  quarrel.  This  is  the  more  surprising,  because  men 
of  the  most  delicate  sense  and  principles  have  natu- 
rally in  other  cases  a  particular  repugnance  in  accom- 
modating themselves  to  the  maxims  of  the  world  :  but 
one  may  easily  distinguish  the  man  that  is  affected 
with  beauty,  and  the  reputation  of  a  tilt,  from  him 
who  complies  with  both,  merely  as  they  are  imposed 
upon  him  by  custom;  for  in  the  former  you  will 
remark  an  air  of  vanity  and  triumph ;  whereas  when 
the  latter  appears  in  a  long  Duvillier"'  full  of  powder 
or  has  decided  a  quarrel  by  the  sword,  you  may  per- 
ceive in  his  face,  that  he  appeals  to  custom  for  an 
excuse.  I  think  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inquire 
into  the  genealogy  of  this  chimerical  monster  called  a 
Duel,  which  I  take  to  be  an  illegitimate  species  of 
the  ancient  knight-errantry.  By  the  laws  of  this 
whim,  your  heroic  person,  or  man  of  gallantry,  was 
indispensably  obliged  to  starve  in  armour  a  certain 
number  of  years  in  the  chace  of  monsters,  encounter 

n  A  kmdof  wig  so  called.    See  Tader,  No.  s«.  and  n^ta;  and  No.  50. 
adj!nem. 
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them  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  and  sufier  great  hard* 
ships,  in  order  to  gain  the  a£fectiou  of  the  Dear 
lady,  and  qualify  himself  for  assuming  the, belle  air; 
that  is,  of  a  Pretty  Fellow,  or  man  of  honour,  ac- 
cording to  the  fashion  :  but,  since  the  publishing  of 
Don  Quixote,  and  extinction  of  the  race  of  dragons, 
which  Suetonius  says  happened  in  that  of  Wantley  % 
the  gallant  and  heroic  spirits  of  these  latter  times 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  creating  new  chime- 
rical monsters  to  entertain  themselves  with,  by  way 
of  single  combat,  as  the  only  proofs  they  are  able  to 
give  their  own  sex,  and  the  ladies,  that  they  are  in  all 
points  men  of  nice  honour.  But,  to  do  justice  to  the 
ancient  and  real  monsters,  I  must  observe,  that  they 
never  molested  those  who  were  not  of  a  humour  to 
hunt  for  them  in  woods  and  desarts;  whereas,  on  the 
contrary,  our  modern  monsters  are  so  familiarly  ad- 
mitted and  entertained  in  all  the  courts  and  cities  of 
Eiu-ope  (except  France),  that  one  can  scarce  be  in 
the  most  humanized  society  without  risking  one's  life; 
the  people  of  the  best  sort,  and  the  fine  gentlemen  of 
the  age,  being  so  fond  of  them,  that  they  seldom  ap« 
pear  in  any  public  place  without  one.  I  have  some 
farther  considerations  upon  this  subject,  which,  as 
you  encourage  me,  shall  be  communicated  to  you  by. 
Sir,  a  cousin  but  one  remove  from  the  best  family  of 
the  Stafis,  namely.  Sir, 

*  Your  humble  servant,  kinsman,  and  friend, 

*  Tim  Switch.* 

It  is  certain  that  Mr.  Switch  has  hit  upon  the  true 
source  of  this  evil ;  and  that  it  proceeds  only  frcwn 
the  force  of  custom,  that  we  contradict  ourselves  in 

«»  In  humorous  writings  one  may  be  led  to  search  for  quotatioitt  no 
where  to  he  found  in  the  authors  referred  to,  as  fqppears  fnai  thu  panifS. 
See  *  The  Dragon  of  Wantley/  printed  in  the  '  IUIm^s  of  English 
Poetry,'  Vol.  HI. 
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half  the  particulars  and  occurrences  of  life.  Bat  such 
a  tyranny  in  love,  which  the  fair  impose  upon  us,  is 
a  little  too  severe ;  that  we  must  demonstrate  our 
affection  for  them  by  no  certain  proof  but  hatred  to 
one  another,  or  come  at  them  (only  as  one  does  to  an 
estate)  by  survivorship.  This  way  of  application  to 
gain  a  lady's  heart  is  taking  her  as  we  do  towns  and 
castles,  by  distressing  the  place,  and  letting  none 
come  near  them  without  our  pass.  Were  such  a 
lover  once  to  write  the  truth  of  his  heart,  and  let  her 
know  his  whole  thoughts,  he  would  appear  indeed  to 
have  a  passion  for  her ;  but  it  would  hardly  be  called 
love.     The  bUlet-doux  would  run  to  this  purpose : 

*  MADAM, 

*  I  HAVE  SO  tender  a  regard  for  you,  and 
your  interests,  that  I  will  knock  any  man  on  the 
head  whom  I  observe  to  be  of  my  mind,  and  like 
you.  Mr.  Truman,  the  other  day,  looked  at  you  in 
so  languishing  a  manner,  that  I  am  resolved  to  run 
him  through  to-morrow  morning.  This,  I  think,  he 
deserves  for  his  guUt  in  admiring  you :  than  which  I 
cannot  have  a  greater  reason  for  murdering  him,  ex- 
cept it  be  that  you  also  approve  him.  Whoever  says 
he  dies  for  you,  I  will  make  his  words  good,  for  I 
will  kill  him.     I  am,  Madam, 

^  Your  most  obedient,  most  humble  servant.' 

FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  JUNE  14. 

I  AM  just  come  hither  at  ten  at  night,  and  have,  ever 
since  six,  been  in  the  most  celebrated,  though  most 
nauseous,  company  in  town :  the  two  leaders  of  the 
society  were  a  Critic  and  a  Wit.  These  two  gentle- 
men  are  great  opponents  on  all  occasions,  not  dis- 
cerning that  they  are  the  nearest  each  other  in  tem- 
per and  talents,  of  any  two  classes  of  men  in  the 
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world  ;  for  to  profess  judgment,  and  to  profess  wit, 
both  arise  from  the  same  failure,  which  is  want  of 
judgment.  The  poverty  of  the  Critic  this  way  pro- 
ceeds from  the  abuse  of  his  faculty ;  that  of  the  Wit, 
from  the  neglect  of  it.  It  is  a  particular  observation 
I  have  always  made,  that  of  all  mortals  a  Critic  is  the 
silliest ;  for,  by  enuring  himself  to  examine  all  things, 
whether  they  are  of  consequence  or  not,  he  never 
looks  upon  any  thing  but  with  a  design  of  passing 
sentence  upon  it ;  by  Mrhich  means  he  is  never  a 
companion,  but  always  a  censon  This  makes  him 
earnest  upon  trifles,  and  dispute  on  the  most  indif- 
ferent occasions  with  vehemence.  If  he  offers  to 
speak  or  write,  that  talent,  which  should  approve  the 
work  of  the  other  faculties,  prevents  their  operation. 
He  comes  upon  action  in  armour,  but  without  wea- 
pons; he  stands  in  safety,  but  can  gain  no  glory. 
The  Wit,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  hurried  so 
long  away  by  imagination  only,  that  judgment  seems 
not  to  have  ever  been  one  of  his  natural  faculties. 
This  gentleman  takes  himself  to  be  as  much  obliged 
to  be  merry,  as  the  other  to  be  grave.  A  thorough 
Critic  is  a  sort  of  Puritan  in  the  polite  world.  As  an 
enthusiast  in  religion  stumbles  at  the  ordinary  occur- 
rences  of  life,  if  he  cannot  quote  scripture  examples 
on  the  occasion ;  so  the  Critic  is  never  safe  in  his 
speech  or  writing,  without  he  has,  among  the  cele- 
brated writers, ,  an  authority  for  the  truth  of  his  sen- 
tence. You  will  believe  we  had  a  very  good  time 
with  these  brethren,  who  were  so  far  out  of  the  dress 
of  their  native  country,  and  so  lost  to  its  dialect, 
that  they  were  as  much  strangers  to  themselves,  as 
to  their  relation  to  each  other.  They  took  up  the 
whole  discourse;  sometimes  the  Critic  grew  pas- 
sionate, and  when  reprimanded  by  the  Wit  for  any 
trip  or  hesitation  in  bis  voice,  he  would  answer,  *  Mr. 

VOL.  I.  s 
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Dryden  makes  such  a  character,  on  such  an  occasion^ 
break  off  in  the  same  manner;  so  that  the  stop  was 
according  to  nature,  and  as  a  man  in  a  passion  should 
do/  The  Wit,  who  is  as  far  gone  in  letters  as  him- 
self, seems  to  be  at  a  loss  to  answer  such  an  apology; 
and  concludes  only,  that  though  his  anger  is  justly 
vented,  it  wants  fire  in  the  utterance.  If  wit  is  to 
be  measured  by  the  circumstances  of  time  and  place, 
there  is  no  man  has  generally  so  little  c^  that  talent 
as  he  who  is  a  Wit  by  profession.  What  he  says, 
instead  of  arising  from  the  occasion,  has  an  occasion 
invented  to  bring  it  in.  Thus  he  is  new  for  no  otlier 
reason,  but  that  he  talks  like  nobody  else ;  but  has 
taken  up  a  method  of  his  own,  without  commerce  of 
dialogue  with  other  people.  The  lively  Jasper  Dac- 
tyle**  is  one  of  this  character.  He  seems  to  have 
made  a  vow  to  be  witty  to  his  life's  end.  When  you 
meet  him,  *  What  do  you  think,*  says  he,,  *  I  have 
been  entertaining  myself  with  ? '  Then  out  comes  a 
premeditated  turn  ;  to  which  it  is  to  no  purpose  to 
answer,  for  he  goes  on  in  the  same  stnun  of  thou^t 
he  designed  without  your  speaking.  Therefore,! 
have  a  general  answer  to  all  he  can  say ;  as,  <  Sure 
there  never  was  any  creature  had  so  much  fire!' 
Spondee,  who  is  a  critic,  is  seldom  out  of  this  fine 
man's  company.  They  have  no  manner  of  ai&ction 
for  each  other,  but  keep  together,  like  Novel  and 
Oldfox.  in  the  Plain  Dealer,  because  they  show 
each  other.  I  know  several  of  sense  who  can  be 
diverted  with  this  couple;  but  I  see  no  curios&fy  in 
like  thing,  except  it  be,  that  Spondee  is  dull,  and 
seems  dull ;  but  Dactyle  is  heavy  with  a  brisk  face. 
It  must  be  owned  also,  that  Dactyle  has  almost  vigour 
enough  to  be  a  coxcomb ;  but  Spondee,  by  the  low- 
ness  of  his  constitution,  is  only  a  blockhead. 

o  See  Tatler,  Nos.  5.  and  63. 
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ST.  James's  coffse-house,  junc  15. 

We  have  no  particulars  of  moment  since  our  last, 
except  it  be,  that  the  copy  of  the  following  Qiiginal 
tetter  came  by  the  way  of  Ostend.  It  is  said  to  have 
beien  found  in  flke  closet  of  monsieur  Chamillard,  the 
late  decretory  of  state  in  France,  since  his  disgrace. 
lit  was  signed'  by  two  brothers  of  the  j&mous  Cavat- 
lier%  who  led  the  Cevennois%  and  had  a  personal  in- 
terview with  the  king,  as  well  as  a  capitulation  to. lay 
down  his  armsi  and  leave  the  dominions  of  France. 

P  James  CavalH^f  was  the  celebrated  leader  of  the  French  Protestants  in 
the!  Cerennes,  whAi  these  warlike  but  enthusiastic  mountaineers  opposed 
the  tyranny  of  Lewis  XTV.  and  made  a  vigorous  stand  against  the  whole 
power  of  France,  which  for  a  long  time  laboured  in  vain  to  subdue  them. 
It' was  in  the  heal  of  this  gsfllant  struggle  to  preserve  themselves  ih)m  te- 
I%^ous  6layefy>  that  the  first  seeds  of  that  wild  fanaticism  were  sowti,  whidi 
ilfterwards  grew  up  to  such  an  amazing  eitravagance,  and  distinguished 
itnsm,  hythk  naitid  of  Frenth  Prophets;  among  the  most  extradrdifasbryeii- 
thmiasts'that  atd  to  be  fbnnd  inth^  histMy  of  hmnahfblly:'  P. 

See  Tader,  No.  11.  and  note. 

Cavidlier,  who  found  *in  his  latter  days  an  ho^Mtftble'  asylum  in  Ireldnd, 
puUished,  iA  17Sf6,  *  Memoirs*  of  the  wars  *  of  the  Cevennes,  under  cd. 
CavaHier,  in  defeifee  of  the  ProtdstsOxts  persecuted  in  that  country,  and  of 
ihe  peace  condu^d  between  him  and  the  maireschal  duke  of  Villars ;  of 
his'coriference  with  the  king  of  France,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace; 
with  letters  relating  thereto,  &om  mareschal  Villars,  aiid  Chamillard,  secre- 
tary of  state.'  These  *  Memoirs,'  the  aiithor  tells  lord'Cart^et,  at  that 
time  lohl^fieiitctoaift  of  Ireland,  *  contain  a  melancholy  and  dolelid  rela- 
tion of  tiie  sad  effects  arising  from  the  ambition  of  tyrants,  and  the 
cruelty  of  bigots: 

— *  Quaeque  ipse  miserrima  vidi, 

£t  quoriun' —  Vibg.  JEn,  iL  5. 

*  It  irta  not  my  ambition,'  be  adds,  <  to  become  an  author.  In  regard 
to  my  owff  character,  and  to  do  justice  to  my  fellow  scorers,  I  have  been 
obligetA'to  draw  up  this  short  account  of  our  common  adventures  and 
nsufOrtnnes.'    N« 

4  *  The  people  of  the  Cevennes,  who  have  long  struggled  with  bigotry, 
superstition,  and  persecution,  are  part  ef  the  descendants  of  the  Alb^en- 
ses  and  Widdens^s,  so  famous  for  thor  opposition  to  die  errors  and  cor- 
mption  of  pqwry,  long  before  the  reformation  of  Luther  and  Calvin. 
They  bdast  to  have  neVer  been  reformed,  but  to  have  held  the  same  do^ 
trine  and'wonfaip  since  tfart  tim^  of  the  apostles ;  arid  there  are  many  cir- 
cumstances that  render  this  exceeding  probable.'  CatAlfier,  Memonrs^  &(L 
prefiice^p«zi.    N. 
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There  are  many  other  names  to  it  j  among  whom  is 
the  chief'  of  the  family  of  the  marquis  Guiscard*. 
It  is  not  yet  known  whether  monsieur  Chamillard  had 
any  real  design  to  favour  the  Protestant  interest,  or 
only  thought  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  that 
people,  to  make  himself  considerable  enough  to  op- 
pose his  enemies  at  court,  and  reinstate  himself  in 
power  there, 

'  SIR, 

*  We  have  read  your  majesty's*  letter  to  the 
governors  of  your  provinces,  with  instructions  what 
sentiments  to  insinuate  into  the  minds  of  your  people : 
but  as  you  have  always  acted  upon  the  maxim,  that 
We  were  made  for  you,  and  not  you  for  us  j  we  must 
take  leave  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  we  are  exactly 
of  the  contrary  opinion  ;  and  must  desire  you  to  send 
for  your  grandson  home,  and  acquaint  him,  that  you 

'  *  La  Maison  de  Gukcard  n'etoit  pes  bien  en  cour.  Je  ne  saiB  poop- 
quoi,  le  Comte  He  ce  nom,  governeur,  et  offider  general  dans  les  armees  de 
FlandreSy  fat  cass^  honteusement  apr^  la  bataille  de  Ramelies,  parmi  les 
officers  que  le  consdl  de  Versailles  youlit  panir,  pour  Texemple.  Cqien- 
dant  la  lettre  suivante  etoit  de  rinvention  de  I'auteur,  il  lui  a  plu,  pour 
parler  avec  plus  d'emphase,  de  mettre  ici  le  Chef  de  la  Maison,  pour  un 
cadet,  qui  ^it  Abb4  sortoit  du  Roiaume,  et  servoit  contre  Louis  XIV. 
dans  une  double  capadte,  de  la  plume,  et  de  I'ep^'    Le  BabUlard. 

«  Steele,  or  whoever  was  the  author  of  this  fictitious  letter,  to  give  the 
person  it  is  ascribed  to  more  dignity,  violates  the  truth  of  history,  and 
mentions  the  chief  of  the  family,  instead  of  a  cadet,  or  younger  brother, 
who  was  an  abb6,  and,  quitting  France,  used  his  pen  and  his  sword  against 
Lewis  XIV.  He  was  employed  in  England,  had  preferment  in  the  army, 
and  a  pension ;  but,  being  found  an  useless  villian,  he  was  soon  discard^. 
He  then  endeavoured  to  make  his  peace  with  France,  by  acting  heie  as  a 
spy;  but  being  detected,  he  was  brought  before  the  cabinet  council,  to  be  ex- 
amined, March  8, 1711.  In  the  course  of  his  examination,  he  took  an  op- 
portunity to  stab  Mr.  Harley.  Of  the  wounds  ^ven  to  this  assasnn  on 
that  occasion,  he  died  in  Newgate  soon  after.  See  the  *  Narrative  of 
.Guiscard's  Examination,'  by  Mrs.  Manley,  from  facts  communicated  to  her 
by  Dr.  Swift,  in  *  Works,'  8  vo.  1 801.  vol.  xviiL  p  3,  See  also  *  Exam.'  No.  32. 

t  <  Soon  after  the  breaking  off  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  the  French 
king  dispersed  a  letter  throughout  his  dominions,  wherein  he  shows  the 
reasons  why  he  could  not  ratify  the  preliminaries.'    See  Tatler,  No.  28. 
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now  know,  by  experience,  absolute  power  is  only  a 
vertigo  in  the  bi:ain  of  princes,  which  for  a  time  may 
quicken  their  motion,  and  double  in  their  diseased 
sight  the  instances  of  power  above  them  j  but  must  end 
•in  their  fall  and  destruction.  Your  memorial  speaks 
you  a  good  father  of  your  family,  but  a  very  iU  one 
of  your  people.  Your  majesty  is  reduced  to  hear  truth, 
when  you  axe  obliged  to  speak  it.  There  is  no  go- 
verning any  but  savages  by  other  methods  than  their 
own  consent,  which  you  seem  to  acknowledge  in  ap- 
pealing to  us  for  our  opinion  of  your  conduct  in 
treating  of  peace.  Had  your  people  been  always  of 
your  council,  the  king  of  France  had  never  been  re- 
duced so  low  as  to  acknowledge  his  arms  were  fallen 
into  contempt.  But  since  it  is  thus,  we  must  ask,  how 
is  any  man  of  France,  but  they  of  the  house  of 
Bourbon,  the  better,  that  Philip  is  king  of  Spain  ? 
We  have  outgrown  that  folly  of  placing  our  happiness 
in  your  majesty's  being  called  The  Great.  There- 
fore you  and  we  are  all  alike"  bankrupts,  and  undone, 
let  us  not  deceive  ourselves,  but  compound  with  our 
adversaries,  and  not  talk  like  their  equals.  Your 
majesty  must  forgive  us,  that  we  cannot  wish  you 
success,  or  lend  you  help  ;  for,  if  you  lose  one  battle 
more,  we  may  have  a  hand  in  the  peace  you  make  ; 
and  doubt  not  but  your  majesty's  faith  in  treaties  will 
require  the  ratification  of  the  states  of  your  king- 
doms. So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewel,  till  we  have  the 
honour  to  meet  you  assembled  in  parliament.  This 
happy  expectation  makes  us  willing  to  wait  the  event 
of  another  campaign,  from  whence  we  hope  to  be 
raised  from  the  misery  of  slaves  to  the  privileges  of 
subjects.  We  are  your  majesty's  truly  faithful  and 
loyal  subjects,'  &c. 

«  '  N.  B.  Monsieur  Bernard  and  the  chief  bankers  of  France  became 
bankrupts  about  this  time.'    See  Tatler,  Nos.  J.  5.  and  9. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


269  TH£  TATLER.  No.  sa 


No.  80,  SATURDAY,  June  18,  1709* 

,^l^m^  W^  homines-^ 

—  nostri  eti  farrago  KbeUi.  Juv.  Sat  L  85^  86. 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream^ 

Our  motley  'Btcper  seizes  for  ks  theme.  P. 


raOM  MY  OWN  AFAILTMJINX,  JUKE  LS. 

The  yigilance,  the  anxiety,  the  tenden^e^Sj  which  I 
have  for  the  good  people  of  England,  I  am  persuaded^ 
will  in  time  be  much  commended  5  but  I  doubt 
whether  they  will  be  ever  rewarded.  Howeyer,  I 
muat  go  on  cheerfully  in  my  work  of  reformaticMi : 
that  being  my  great  design,  I  am  studious  to  prevent 
my  labours  increasing  upon  me ;  there^re  ^fn  pairti- 
cularly  observant  of  the  temper  aj^d  inciin,atiaQ8  of 
diildhood  and  youth,  that  we  may  Qot  give  yjiee  and 
foUy  supplies  from  the  growing  generaticoi.  It  is 
hardly  to  be  imagined  how  ui^eful  thi»  9f»dy  >9,  a^vl 
what  grieat  eyils  or  benefits  ^trii^  from  putting  ps  i^ 
i]iur  tendier  ye^s  to  what  we  are  ^t  .or  unfit :  therefore 
on  Tuesday  last  (with  a  design  to  so^pd  their  indica- 
tions) I  took  three  lads,  who  are  under  my  g^iardiaur 
ship,  a  rsunbliog  in  a  haQkney-CQ»ch»  to  ^aw  them  the 
town}  as  the  lions',  the  ticmbs^  Be^^/^ffi^  wdlih^ 

*  Steele's. 

>  Hiis  hint  of  the  lions  at  the  Tower  was  improved  i>y  Swift  into  an  ex- 
ceUent  paj^or  f  on  the  parish  lions,'  19  the  B£^  Yolup^  of  ^tbe  T^iku  ^ 
Harrison  an^  others,  Jan.  27, 1710. 

y  See  a  poetical  description  of  the  tombs  in  Westminster-abb^,  in 
Nichols's  •  Select  Collection  of  Poems,'  vcJ.  iv.  p.  167. 

>  The  hp^tal  of  3etU?m  OY^es  its  n^e  apd  onf^ia/L  fMal^lidpweiit  to 
the  piety  of  a  citizen  q£  I<ondon.  In  1247^  39  Henry  lU.  Simon  Fitz 
Mary,  who  had  been  sheriff,  influenced  by  the  prevailing  superstition  of  the 
age,  was  desirous  of  founding  a  religious  house.  Aocordiii^ly  he  appvo- 
priated,  by  a  deed  of  gift,  which  is  still  extant,  all  his  lands  in  the  parish  of 
8t.  Botolph  without  Bi^i^psgate,  being  the  spot  now  known  by  the  name  of 
Old  Bethlem,  tothe foundation  of  a prioryi    The  pr»>r, canons,  brethren, 
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Other  places  which  are  entertainments  to  raw  minds, 
because  they  strike  forcibly  on  the  fancy.  The  boys 
are  brothers,  one  of  sixteen,  the  other  of  fourteen, 
the  other  of  twelve.  The  first  was  his  &ther*s  darling, 
the  second  his  mother's,  and  the  third  is  mine,  who 
am  their  uncle.  Mr.  William  is  a  kd  of  true  genius ; 
but,  being  at  the  upper  end  of  a  great  school,  and 
having  all  the  boys  below  him,  his  arrogance  is  insup- 
portable. If  I  begin  to  show  a  little  of  my  Latin,  he 
immediately  interrupts :  *  Uncle,  under  favour,  that 
which  you  ^ay  is  not  understood  in  that  manner.' 

*  Brother,'  ^ays  my  boy  Jack,  *  you  do  not  show  your 
manners  much  in  contradicting  my  uncle  Isaac!' 

*  You  queer  cur,'  says  Mr.  William,  *  do  you  think 
my  uncle  takes  may  notice  of  such  a  dull  rogue  as 
you  are  ?'  Mr.  William  goes  on,  *  He  is  the  most 
9tupid  of  all  my  mother's  children  :  he  knows  nothing 
of  his  book :  when  he  should  mind  that,  he  is  hiding 
or  hoarding  his  taws  and  marbles^  or  laying  up  far« 

aad  sisters,  for  whose  maintenance  he  provided,  were  distinguished  foy 
a  star  upon  their  mantles,  and  were  especially  directed  to  receive  and  en- 
tertain the  bishc^  of  St.  Mary  of  Bethlehem,  and  the  canons,  brothers, 
.  and  messengers,  of  that  their  mother  church,  as  often  as  they  might  come 
to  England.    Such  was  the  original  design  of  this  foundation,  a  design  as 
&r  short  of  the  uses  to  which  it  has  been  since  converted,  as  the  contracted 
views  of  monkish  hospitality  are  exceeded  by  the  more  enlarged  spirit  of 
protestant  benevolence.    We  hear  but  little  more  of  this  house  for  the 
^ace  of  two  hiradred  years. — ^When  the  vast  fabric  of  papal  superstition 
in  Engbmd  began  to  totter,  and  the  votaries  of  Rome  were  expelled  from 
their  antient  retirements,  it  was  seized  by  Henry  VIII.  who,  in  1547, 
.granted  the  hospital  of  Bethlem,  with  all  its  revenues,  to  the  mayor, 
commonalty,  and  citizens  of  London,  from  which  time  it  became  an  hospi- 
tal lor  the  cure  of  lunatics.    About  the  year  1644,  it  was  under  considera- 
tion to  enlarge  the  Old  Hospital ;  but  the  situation  was  too  close  and  con- 
fined to  allow  of  itsbeing  rendered  a  commodious  asylum  for  the  numerous 
distracted  p^sons  of  both  sexes  that  claimed  its  protection ;  and  probably 
the  dreadful  commotions  of  that  period  checked  the  idea  of  improvement. 
When  peace  and  legal  government  were  restored,  and  England  had  rest 
from  the  violence  with  which  it  had  been  convulsed,  the  concerns  of  civil 
society  were  itgfdn  attended  to,  and  it  became  a  matter  of  serious  delibera- 
tion to  build  a  new  hospitaL    In  April,  1675,  this  great  work  was  begun. 
The  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of  the  city  of  London, 
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things.  His  way  of  thinking  is,  four  and  twenty 
farthings  make  sixpence,  and  two  sixpences  a  shilling : 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  half-a-crown,  and  two  half 
crowns  five  shillings.  So  within  these  two  months 
the  close  hunks  has  scraped  up  twenty  shillings,  and 
we  will  make  him  spend  it  all  before  he  comes  home.* 
Jack  immediately  claps  his  hands  into  both  pockets, 
and  turns  as  pale  as  ashes.  There  is  nothing  touches 
a  parent  (and  such  I  am  to  Jack)  so  nearly  as  a  pro- 
vident conduct.  This  lad  has  in  him  the  true  temper 
for  a  good  husband,  a  kind  father,  and  an  honest 
executor.  All  the  great  people  you  see  make  con- 
siderable figures  on  the  exchange,  in  court,  and  some- 
times in  senates,  are  such  as  in  reality  have  no  greater 
faculty  than  what  may  be  called  human  instinct, 
which  is  a  natural  tendency  to  their  own  preservation, 
and  that  of  their  friends,  without  being  capable  of 

fillotted  to  the  governors  a  large  piece  of  ground,  near  London  Wall,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  lower  quarter  of  Moorfields,  where  the  hospital  of 
Bethlem  now  stands.  The  expedition  with  which  this  stately  fabric  was 
completed,  demands  our  admiration :  for,  from  an  inscription  over  the  arch 
facing  the  entrance  into  the  hospital,  it  appears  that  it  was  finished  in  July 
in  the  following  year.  So  active  was  the  zeal  that  qmckened  the  growth 
of  this  noble  structure !  The  generosity  of  the  contributors  must  have 
been  equal  to  their  attention,  for  the  charge  of  the  building  amounted  to 
17,000/.  In  1734  two  wings  were  added  to  the  hospital,  by  which  means 
there  is  now  room  for  lOO  incurables. 

The  substance  of  this  note  is  extracted  from  Mr.  Bowen's  *  Historical 
Account  of  the  Origin,  Progress,  and  present  State  of  Bethlem  Hospital, 
founded  by  Henry  VIII.  for  the  cure  of  lunatics,  and  enlarged  by  subse- 
quent benefactors,  for  the  reception  and  maintenance  of  incurables,  1783 ;' 
a  tract  not  printed  for  sale,  but  given  to  the  governors,  and  to  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houses  of  parliament. 

From  this  truly  benevolent  publication  it  appears,  that,  in  the  year  1770, 
the  indiscriminate  admission  of  visitants  was  prohibited ;  though  the  hos- 
pital sustains  an  annual  loss  of  400/.  by  that  judicious  regulation. 

The  old  hospital  was  taken  down  a  few  years  since,  having  been  replaced 
by  a  new  one  of  great  magnificence,  situated  in  St.  George's-fields,  began 
in  1812,  and  capable  of  containing  460  patients,  besides  the  officers  of  the 
establishment.    The  front  is  580  feet  long. 

For  an  account  of  its  orders,  benefactors,  &c.  see  Stow's  *  Survey,' 
vol.  i.  p.  21.  ef  seqq.    See  also  Tatier,  No,  39. 
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Striking  out  of  the  road  for  adventures.  There  is  sir 
William  Scrip  was  of  this  sort  of  capacity  from  his 
childhood  j  he  has  bought  the  country  round  him, 
and  makes  a  bargain  better  than  sir  Harry  Wildfire, 
with  all  his  wit  and  humour.  Sir  Harry  never  wants 
money  but  he  comes  to  Scrip,  laughs  at  him  half  an 
hour,  and  then  gives  bond  for  the  other  thousand. 
The  close  men  are  incapable  of  placing  merit  any- 
where  but  in  their  pence,  and  therefore  gain  it;  while 
others,  who  have  larger  capacities,  are  diverted  from 
the  pursuit  by  enjoyments  which  can  be  supported 
only  by  that  cash  which  they  despise ;  and,  therefore, 
are  in  the  end  slaves  to  their  inferiors  both  in  fortune 
and  understanding  \  I  once  heard  a  man  of  excellent 
sense  observe,  that  more  afiairs  in  the  world  failed  by 
being  in  the  hands  of  men  of  too  large  capacities  for 
their  business,  than  by  being  in  the  conduct  of  such 
as  wanted  abilities  to  execute  them.  Jack,  therefore, 
being  of  a  plodding  make,  shall  be  a  citizen :  and  I 
design  him  to  be  the  refuge  of  the  family  in  their 
distress,  as  well  as  their  jest  in  prosperity.  His  bro- 
ther Will  shall  go  to  Oxford  with  all  speed,  where,  if 
he  does  not  arrive  at  being  a  man  of  sense,  he  will 
soon  be  informed  wherein  he  is  a  coxcomb.  There 
is  in  that  place  such  a  true  spirit  of  raillery  and 
humour,  that  if  they  cannot  make  you  a  wise  man, 
they  will  certainly  let  you  know  you  are  a  fool  j  which 
is  all  my  cousin  wants,  to  cease  to  be  so.  Thus 
having  taken  these  two  out  of  the  way,  I  haveleisiure 
to  look  at  my  third  lad.  I  observe  in  the  young 
rogue  a  natural  subtilty  of  mind,  which  discovers 
itself  rather  in  forbearing  to  declare  his  thoiights  on 

*  ISwift,  in  a  letter  to  secretary  Bofingbroke^  illustrates  this  from  the 
practice  of  his  lordship's  clerks,  who  employed  for  common  use>  in  his 
lordship's  office,  a  blunt  ivory  (oldear,  and  not  a  sharp  pen«knife.  Swift's 
Works,  vol.  xvii,  p.  138. 
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ally  oeeasion,  than  in  any  visible  way  ^  exerting 
himself  in  discourse.  For  which  reason  I  wiU  place 
him  where,  if  he  commits  no  &ults,  he  may  go  far- 
ther than  .those  in  other  stations,  though  they  excel  in 
virtues.  TTie  hoy  is  well-fashioned,  and  will  easily 
fall  ifrto  a  graee&l  manner ;  w4ierefore  I  hs^re  a 
design  to  midce  him  a  page  to  a  great  lady  ^  my  ac- 
quaintance; hy  which  mei^is  he  will  be  well  sldlled 
in  the  common  modes  of  life,  and  make  a  greater 
progress  in  the  world  by  that  knowledge,  than  with 
the  greatest  qualities  without  it.  A  good  mifen  in  a 
court  wfll  carry  a  man  greater  lengths  than  a  good 
iinderstanding  in  any  other  jdace.  We  see  a  world 
of  pains  taken,  and  the  best  years  of  life  spent  m 
collecting  a  set  of  thoughts  in  a  college  for  the  can- 
duet  of  life^  and,  after  all,  the  man  so  qualified  dball 
hesitate  in  a  speech  to  a  good  suit  of  clothes,  and 
want  common  sense  before  an  agreeable  womaa. 
Hence  it  is,  that  wisdom,  valour,  justice,  and  learn- 
ing, cannot  keep  a  man  in  countenance  that  is  pos- 
sessed with  these  excellences,  if  he  wants  that  inferior 
art  of  life  and  behaviour,  called  good-breeding.  A 
man  endowed  with  great  perfecticms,  without  this,  is 
like  one  who  has  his  pockets  full  of  gold,  but  always 
wants  change  for  his  ordinary  occasions. 

Will  Courtly  is  a  living  instance  of  this  truth,  and 
has  had  the  same  education  which  I  am  giving  my 
nephew.  He  never  spoke  a  thing  but  what  was  said 
before,  and  yet  can  converse  with  the  wittiest  men 
wtthout  being  ridiculous.  Among  the  learned,  he 
he  does  not  appear  ignorant  j  nor  with  the  wise,  in- 
discreet. Living  in  conversation  from  his  infancy, 
make)5  him  no  where  at  a  loss  j  and  ^  long  familiarity 
with  the  pefscais  <^  men»  is,  in  a  manner,  of  the 
same  service  to  him,  as  tf  he  knew  their  arts.  As 
ceremony  is  the  invention   of  wise  men   to  keep 
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fools  at  a  distance,  so  good-breeding  is  an  expedient 
to  make  fools  and  mse  men  equals. 

will's  0OFF£X*»OirSB,  JuaiB  17. 

The  suspimfiion  jof  the  play-house  has  made  me  have 
nothing  to  send  you  &om  hence ;  but  calling  here 
this  ev«iing»  I  found  the  party  I  usually^  with, 
upon  Ihe  business  of  writing,  and  examining  what 
was  the  handsomest  style  in  whic^  to  address  women, 
and  write  letters  of  gallantry.     Many  were  the  o^ 
nions  which  were  immediately  declared  on  this  sub- 
ject.    Some  were  for  a  certain  softness  ;  some  for  I 
know  not  what  delicacy ;  others  for  son^ething  inex- 
pressibly tender.     When  it  came  to  me,  I  said  there 
was  no  rule  in  the  world  to  be  made  for  writing  l€[t- 
ters,  but  that  of  being  as  near  what  you  speak  face 
to  face  as  you  can  j  which  is  so  great  a  truth,  thg.t  I 
am  of  opinion,  writing  has  lost  more  mistresses  thaa 
any  one  mistake  in  the  whole  legend  of  love^     For 
when  you  write  to  a  lady  for  whom  you  have  a  solid 
and  honourable  passion,  the  great  idea  you  have  of 
her,  joined  to  a  quick  sense  of  her  absence,  fills  your 
mind  with  a  sort  of  tenderness,  that  gives  your  lan- 
guage too  much  the  air  of  complaint,  which  is  seldom 
successful.     For  a  man  msiy  flatter  hi/nself  as  he 
pleases ;  but  he  will  find  that  the  womep  have  more 
understanding  in  their  own  affair?  than  we  have,  and 
women  of  spirit  are  not  to  be  wop  by  mourners.     He 
that  can  keep  handsomely  withip  rules,  and  support 
the  carriage  of  a  companion  tP  h^s  mistress,  is  much 
more  likely  to  prevail,  than  he  who  lets  her  see  the 
whole  relish  of  his  life  depends  upon  her.     If  pos- 
sible, thejrpfpre,  divert  ypur  mist;nef^  J^thejr  thw  »igh 
to  her.    The  pjeasapt  nwp  ^h^  wiW  ^m  &r  Im 
own  sake,  but  the  languishing  lover  has  nothing  to 
hope  from  but  her  pity.     To  show  the  difierence,  I 
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produced  two  letters  a  lady  gave  me,  which  had 
been  writ  by  two  gentlemen  who  pretended  to  her, 
but  were  both  killed  the  next  day  after  the  date,  at 
the  battle  of  Almanza.  One  of  them  was  a  mercu- 
rial gay-humoured  man ;  the  other  a  man  of  a  se- 
rious, but  a  great  and  gallant  spirit.  Poor  Jack 
Careless !  this  is  his  letter :  you  see  how  it  is  folded: 
the  air  of  it  is  so  negUgent,  one  might  have  read 
half  of  it  by  peeping  into  it  without  breaking  it  open. 
He  had  no  exactness. 

^  MADAM, 

*  It  is  a  very  pleasant  circumstance  I  am 
in,  that  while  I  should  be  thinking  of  the  good  com- 
pany we  are  to  meet  with  in  a  day  or  two,  where  we 
shall  go  to  loggerheads,  my  thoughts  are  running 
upon  a  fair  enemy  in  England.  I  was  in  hopes  I  had 
left  you  there ;  but  you  follow  the  camp,  though  I 
have  endeavoured  to  make  some  of  our  leaguer  la^ 
dies^  drive  you  out  of  the  field.  All  my  comfort  is, 
you  are  more  troublesome  to  my  colonel  than  myself: 
I  permit  you  to  visit  me  only  now  and  then ;  but  he 
downright  keeps  you.  I  laugh  at  his  honour,  as  far 
as  his  gravity  will  allow  me  j  but  I  know  him  to  be  a 
man  of  too  much  merit  to  succeed  with  a  woman. 
Therefore  defend  your  heart  as  well  as  you  can :  I 
shall  come  home  this  winter  irresistibly  dressed,  and 
with  quite  a  new  foreign  ain  And  so  I  had  like  to 
say  I  rest,  but,  alas !  I  remain, 
*  Madam, 
*  Your  most  obedient,  most  humble  servant, 

*  John  Careless.* 

Now  for  colonel  Constant's  epistle  j  you  see  it  is 
folded  and  directed  with  the  utmost  care. 

^*  tV^omen  who  accompany  the  ariny. 
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<  MADAM, 

*  I  DO  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  you 
this  evening,  because  I  believe  to-morrow  will  be  a 
day  of  battle ;  and  something  forebodes  in  my  breast 
that  I  shall  fall  in  it.  If  it  proves  so,  I  hope  you  will 
hear  I  have  done  nothing  below  a  man  who  had  the 
love  of  his  country,  quickened  by  a  passion  for  a 
woman  of  honour.  If  there  be  any  thing  noble  in 
going  to  a  certain  death  j  if  there  be  any  merit,  that 
I  meet  it  with  pleasure,  by  promising  myself  a  place 
in  your  esteem ;  if  your  applause,  when  I  am  no 
more,  is  preferable  to  the  most  glorious  life  without 
you :  I  say.  Madam,  if  any  of  these  considerations 
can  have  weight  with  you,  you  will  give  me  a  kind 
place  in  your  memory,  which  I  prefer  to  the  glory  of 
CaBsar.  I  hope  this  will  be  read,  as  it  is  writ,  with 
tears.* 

The  beloved  lady  is  a  woman  of  a  sensible  mind ; 
but  she  has  confessed  to  me,  that  after  all  her  true 
and  solid  value  for  Constant,  she  had  much  more 
concern  for  the  loss  of  Careless.  Those  noble  and 
serious  spirits  have  something  equal  to  the  adversities 
they  meet  with,  and  consequently  lessen  the  objects 
of  pity.  Great  accidents  seem  not  cut  out  so  much 
for  men  of  familiar  characters,  which  makes  them 
more  easily  pitied,  and  soon  after  beloved.  Add  to 
this,  that  the  sort  of  love  which  generally  succeeds, 
is  a  stranger  to  awe  and  distance.  I  asked  Romana, 
whether  of  the  two  she  should  have  chosen,  had  they 
survived?  She  said,  she  knew  she  ought  to  have 
taken  Constant :  but  believed  she  should  have  chosen 
Careless. 

8T.  James's  coffee-house,  june  17. 

Letters  from  Lisbon  of  the  9th  instant  N.S.  say, 
that  the  enemy's  army,  having  blocked  up  Olivenza, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


870  THE  TATLER.  No.  S». 

was  posted  on  the  Guadiana.  The  Portagueze  are 
veiy  apprehensive  that  the  giHrison  of  that  place, 
thoo^'  it  coQ»8ts  of  five  of  the  becrt  regiments  c^ 
their  army,  will  be  obliged  to  surrender,  if  not  tknely 
i^Ueved,  they  not  beieg  supplied  with  provisions  for 
more  than  six  weeks.  Hereupon  tlieir  generals  held 
a  counoil  of  war  on  the  4th  instant,  wherein  it  was 
eoncluded  to  advance  towards  Badi^os.  With  this 
design;  the  army  decamped  on  the  5th  from  Jerumena^ 
and  matched  to  Ca^»caoB«  It  is  hoped,  thM  if  thb 
enemy  fbllow' their  motions,  diey  may  have  opportu^ 
nity"  to  put  sr  sufficient  qtiantity  of  provkdon  and  am^ 
munitioti  int^  Oliven^a. 

♦^i»*  Mr:  Bick^rstaff  gives  notice  to-  all  persotis 
lliat  dress  themselves  as  they  plealse,  without  regard 
to  decorum  (as  with  blue  and  red  stockings  in  mourD«- 
ing,  tucked  cravats,  and  night-cap'  wigs,,  before 
people  of  the  first  quality),  that  he  has  yet  received 
no  fiile  for  indulging  them  in  that  liberty,  and  that  he 
expects  their  compliance  with  this  demand,  or  that 
thefy  go  home  immediately  and  shift  themselves. 
This  is  farther  to  acquaint  the  town,  that  the  report 
df  tfie  hosiers,  toymen,  and  milliners,  having  com- 
pounded with  Mr.  Bickerstaff  for  tolerating  such 
enormities,  is  utterly  false  and  scandalous. 

^  *  Night-cap  wigs.*    See  Tatler,  No.  26,  and  note. 
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No.  Si.     TUESDAY,  June  21,  1709-* 

Quiequid  agunt  homi9iei--^ 

— notiri  €tt  farrago  UbeUL  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  fi6. 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


GBECIAN  COFFEB-HOUfiB,  JUNE  18. 

In  my  dissertation  against  the  custom  of  single 
combats  it  has  been  objected,  that  there  is  not  learn- 
ing, or  much  reading  shown  therein,  which  is  the 
very  life  and  soul  of  all  treatises  j  for  which  reason, 
being  always  easy  to  receive  admonitions  and  reform 
my  errors,  I  thought  fit  to  consult  this  learned  board 
on  the  subject.  Upon  proposing  some  doubts,  and 
desiring  their  assistance,  a  very  hopeful  young  gen«- 
tleman,  my  relation,  who  is  to  be  called  to  the  bar 
within  a  year  and  a  half  at  farthest,  told  me,  that  he 
had  ever  since  I  first  mentioned  duelling  turned  his 
head  that  way ;  and  that  he  was  principally  moved 
thereto,  because  he  designed  to  follow  the  circuits  in 
the  north  of  England  and  south  of  Scotland,  and  to 
reside  mostly  at  his  own  estate  at  Landbademawz*' 
in  Cardiganshire.  The  northern  Britons  and  the 
southern  Scots  are  a  warm  people,  and  the  Welsh  *  ar 
nation  of  gentlemen  j'  so  that  it  behoved  him  to  un- 
derstand well  the  science  of  quarrelling.  The  young 
gentleman  proceeded  admirably  well,  and  gave  the 
board  an  account  that  he  had  read  *  Fitzherbert's^ 
Grand  Abridgement,'  and  had  found  that  duelling  is 

*  Steele's. 

^  See  Tatler,  No.  25.  and  notes;  Nos.  26. 28.  29. 38.  and  39. 

«  There  is  no  such  place.  It  is  probbble  Llanbadem  Vawr  in  Cardi- 
ganshire is  intended. 

'  A  book  ptdiiiiiicd  under  this  title  in  1 516  by  Anthony  Fitzherberti  <me 
of  the  judges  in  the  reiga  of  >  Henry  VUL    This  author  died  in  1538. 
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a  very  ancient  part  of  the  law^j  for  when  a  man  is 
sued,  be  it  for  his  Hfe  or  his  land,  the  person  that 
joins  the  issue,  whether  plaintiff  or  defendant,  may 
put  the  trial  upon  the  duel.  Farther  he  argued, 
under  favour  of  the  court,  that  when  the  issue  is 
joined  by  the  duel,  in  treason  or  other  capital  crimes, 
the  parties  accused  and  accuser  must  fight  in  their 
own  proper  persons  :  but  if  the  dispute  be  for  lands, 
you  may  hire  a  champion  at  Hockley-in-the-Hole\ 
or  anywhere  else.  This  part  of  the  law  we  had  from 
the  Saxons ;  and  they  had  it,  as  also  the  trial  by  or- 
deal*, from  the  Laplanders^.  It  is,  indeed,  agreed, 
said  he,  the  southern  and  eastern  nations  never  knew 
any  thing  of  it;  for  though  the  ancient  Romans 
would  scold  and  call  names  filthily,  yet  there  is  not 
an  example  of  a  challenge  that  ever  passed  amongst 
them. 

His  quoting  the  eastern  nations  put  another  gen- 
tleman  in  mind  of  an  account  he  had  from  a  boat- 
swain of  an  East-Indiaman ;  which  was,  that  a  Chi- 
nese had  tricked  and  bubbled  him,  and  that  when  he 
came  to  demand  satisfaction  the  next  morning,  and 
Kke  a  true  tar  of  honour  called  him  a  son  of  a  whore, 
liar,  dog,  and  other  rough  appellatives  used  by  per- 
sons conversant  with  winds  and  waves,  the  Chinese, 
with  great  tranquillity,  desired  him  *  not  to  come 
abroad  fasting,  nor  put  himself  in  a  heat,  for  it 
would  prejudice  his  health.'  Thus  the  East  knows 
nothing  of  this  gallantry. 

s  See  Tatler,  No.  1.  note ;  No.  25. 

k  See  Tatler,  No.  28.  note.  * 

>  On  the  several  kinds  of  trial  by  ordeal,  see  Verstegan's  *  Decayed  In- 
telligence revived,'  paum,  '.  '     ■: 

^  The  author  asserts  this  roundly  to  heighten  his  ridicule,  but  it  is  very 
probable  that  the  method  of  trial  by  single  combat  came  originally  from 
the  north.  Tacitus  records  some  traces  of  it  in  his  book  De  Mor.  Germ. 
See  Selden,  *  De  Duello,'  chap.iii.  p.  19.  4toedit.  1610. 
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There  sisit  at  the  left  of  the  table  a  person  of  ^  vene* 
rable  aspect,  who  asserted,  that  *  half  the  impositions 
which  are  put  upon  these  ages  have  been  transmitted 
by  writers  who  have  given  too  great  pomp  and  mag- 
nificence  to  the  exploits  of  the  antient  bear-garden, 
and  made  their  gladiators,  by  fabulous  tradition, 
greater  than  Gorman  ^  and  others  of  Great-Britain/ 
He  informed  the  company,  that  *he  had  searched 
authorities  for  what  he  said,  and  that  a  learned  anti- 
quary, Humphrey  Scarecrow,  esquire,  of  Hockley 
in  the  Hole,  recorder  to  the  bear-garden,  was  then 
writing  a  discourse  on  the  subject.  *  It  appears  by 
the  best  accounts,*  says  this  gentleman,  *that  the 
high  names  which  are  used  among  us  with  so  great 
veneration,  where  no  other  than  stage-fighters, 
and  worthies  of  the  antient  bear-garden.  The  re- 
nowned Hercules  always  carried  a  quarterstaiF,  and 
was  from  thence  called  Claviger"^.  A  learned  chro- 
nologist  is  about  proving  what  wood  this  staff  was 
made  of,  whether  oak,  ash,  or  crab-tree".  The  first 
trial  of  skill  he  ever  performed  was  with  one  Cacus» 
a  deer-stealer  j  the  next  was  with  Typhonus,  a  giant 
of  forty  feet  four  inches.     Indeed  it  was  unhappily 

t  See  the  account  of  this  prize-fighter,  in  the  note  to  Tatler,  No.  20. 

*  De  Gonnundo  nve  Guthnino  Dano,  quserant  quibus  fabellfle  pladtiinB 
sunt.'  Baxter's  *  Glossar.  Ant.  firit.'  8yo.  edit.  1719,  p.  U5. 
Perhaps  our  author,  in  the  view  mentioned  in  a  following  note,  alludes, 
to  the  history  of  Gormo  or  Guthrum,  the  Danish  invader  of  East  Anglia, 
whom  Alfred  defeated,  and  obliged  to  embrace  Christianity,  and  who  gave 
his  name,  as  is  pretended,  to  Gormonchester  or  Godmanchester  in  Hun- 
tingdonshire ;  or  he  may  have  had  in  his  eye  Gurmund,  the  African  ty- 
rant who  fired  Cirencester  by  sparrows;  or  Gurmund,  an  arch«pirate,  cap- 
tedn  of  the  Norw^ians,  who  assbted  the  Saxons.  Of  all  these  champions 
see  Camden's  Britannia,  in  Gloucestershire,  Huntingdonshire,  and  Sufiblk. 
G. 

m  *  Club-bearer.' 

n  '  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  when  any  part  of  this  paper  appears  dull '  or 
contrary  to  the  best  authorities  of  history,  *  there  b  always  a  design  in  it.' 
Bee  Tatler,  No.  38.  adfinem. 

VOL.  I.  T 
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rworded,  that  meeting  at  last  with  a  sailor's  wife, 
she  made  his  staff  of  prowess^  serve  her  own  use,  and 
dwindle  away  to  a  distaff:  she  clapped  him  on  aa 
old  tar  jacket  of  her  husband ;  so  that  this  great  hero 
drooped  like  a  scabbed  sheep.  Him  his  contempo- 
rary Theseus  succeeded  in  the  bear-garden,  which 
honour  he  held  for  many  years.  This  grand  duellist 
went  to  hell,  and  was  the  only  one  of  that  sort  that 
ever  came  back  again.  As  for  Achilles  aiid  Hector 
(as  the  ballads  of  those  times  mention),  they  were 
pretty  smart  fellows;  they  fought  at  sword  and 
buckler ;  but  the  former  had  much  the  better  of  it ; 
his  mother,  who  was  an  oyster-woman,  having  gdt  a 
blacksmith  of  Lemnos  to  make  her  son's  weapons. 
There  is  a  pair  of  trusty  Trojans  in  a  song  of  Virgil's, 
that  were  famous  for  handling  their  gauntlets,  Dares 
and  Entellus  ;  and  indeed  it  does  appear  they  fought 
ho  sham-prize.^ 

The  Roman  bear-garden  was  abundantly  more 
magnificent  than  any  thing  Greece  could  boast  of;  it 
flourished  most  under  those  delights  of  mankind^ 
Nero  and  Domitian**.  At  one  time  it  is  recorded, 
four  hundred  senators  entered  the  list,  and  thought 
it  an  honour  to  be  cudgelled  and  quarter-staffed.  I 
observe  the  Lanistce  were  the  people  chiefly  employed, 
which  makes  me  imagine  our  bear-garden  copied 
much  after  this,  the  butchers  being  the  greatest  men 
in  it. 

Thus  far  the  glory  and  honour  of  the  bear-garden 

«  Suetonius  liientions  thh  in  tlie  life  of  Nero,  cfa.  12.  See  *  Seript.  Hiflip 
Rom.'  torn.  ill.  p.  15,  ed.  folio,  Hddelfo.  1748.  Steele's  authority  is  men- 
tioned thus  particularly,  because  in  the  translations  of  Suetonius,  the  one 
.  by  Mr.  Jabez  Hughes,  and  the  other  in  8vo.  by  yarious  hands,  die  )icuidi)er 
of  four  hundred  is  reduced  to  forty.  Of  the  six  hundred  Romiin  knights 
who  made  their  Appearance  on  the  same  occaflion,  accordiB^to  SuetoBius, 
Mr.  J.  Hiighes  mentions  only  sixty,  and  in  th&  other  trsn^ln^on  th(^  are 
diminished  to  fifty. 
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Stood  secure,  till  fate,  that  irresistible  ruler  of  sub- 
lunary things,  in  that  universal  ruin  of  arts,  and  po- 
liter  learning,  by  those  savage  people  the  Goths  and 
Vandals,  destroyed  and  levelled  it  to  the  ground. 
Then  fell  the  grandeur  and  bravery  of  the  Roman 
state,  till  at  last  the  warlike  genius  (but  accompa- 
nied with  more  courtesy)  revived  in  the  Christian 
world,  under  those  puissant  champions,  saint  George, 
saint  Dennis,  and  other  dignified  heroes :  one  killed 
his  dragon,  another  his  lion,  and  were  all  afterwards 
canonized  for  it,  having  red  letters  ^  before  them  to 
illustrate  their  martial  temper.  The  Spanish  nation, 
it  must  be  owned,  were  devoted  to  gallantry  and  chi- 
valry above  the  rest  of  the  world.  What  a  great 
figure  does  that  great  pame,  Don  Quixote,  make  in 
history !  How  shines  this  glorious  star  in  the  western 
world !  O  renowned  hero !    O  mirror  of  knighthood 

Thy  brandlsh'd  whinyard  all  the  world  defies. 
And  kills  as  sure  as  del  Tobosa's  eyes. 

I  am  forced  to  break  off  abruptly,  being  sent  for 
in  haste  with  my  rule,  to  measure  the  degree  of  an 
af&ont,  before  the  two  gentlemen  (who  are  now  in 
their  breeches  and  pumps*'  ready  to  engage  behind 
Montague-house)  have  made  a  pass. 

FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  JUNE  13> 

It  is  an  unreasonable  objection,  I  find,  against  my 
labours,  that  my  stock  is  not  all  my  own,  and,  there- 
fore, the  kind  reception  I  have  met  with,  is  not  so 
deserved  as  it  ought  to  be.  But  I  hope,  though  it  be 
never  so  true,  that  I  am  obliged  to  my  friends  for 
laying  their  cash  in  my  hands,  since  I  give  it  them 
again  when  they  please,  and  leave  them  at  their  li- 
berty to  call  it  home,  it  will  not  hurt  me  with  my 

P  An  allusion  to  the  rubricks  in  the  Roman  missals. 
9  Sec  Tatler,  No.  «5.  note. 

T  2 
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gentle  readers.  Ask  all  the  merchants  who  act  upon 
consignments,  where  is  the  necessity  (if  they  answer 
readily  what  their  correspondents  draw)  of  their  be- 
ing wealthy  themselves  ?  Ask  the  greatest  bankers, 
if  all  the  men  they  deal  with  were  to  draw  at  once, 
what  would  be  the  consequence'?  But  indeed  a 
country  friend  has  writ  me  a  letter  which  gives  me 
great  mortification  ;  wherein  I  find  I  am  so  far*  from 
expecting  a  supply  from  thence,  that  some  have  not 
heard  of  me,  and  the  rest  do  not  understand  me*  : 
his  epistle  is  as  follows : 

*  DEAR  COUSIN, 

*  I  THOUGHT,  when  I  left  the  town,  to  have 
raised  your  fame  here,  and  helped  you  to  support  it 
by  intelligence  from  hence ;  but,  alas !  they  had 
never  heard  of  the  Tatler  till  I  brought  down  a  set. 
I  lent  them  from  house  to  house,  but  they  asked  me 
what  they  meant.  I  began  to  enlighten  them,  by 
telling  who  and  who  were  supposed  to  be  intended  by 
the  characters  drawn,  I  said,  for  instance,  Chloe*  and 
Clarissa  are  two  eminent  toasts.  A  gentleman,  who 
keeps  his  greyhound  and  gun,  and  one  would  think 
might  know  better,  told  me,  he  supposed  they  were  Pa- 
pishes,  for  their  names  were  not  English.    *  Then,  said 

'  Mr.  Tickell,  who  was  not  very  friendly  to  Steele,  makes  the  following 
acknowledgment,  in  his  preface  to  the  edit,  in  4to.  of  Addison's  Works. 
*  The  public  owes  Addison  to  Steele.*  To  say  nothing  of  the  multitude  of 
.  papers  of  which  Steele  was  the  author,  many  of  which  wil}  very  well  bear 
a  comparison  with  any  other,  either  in  respect  of  design  or  execution ;  on 
Mr.  Tickell's  principle,  the  public  owes  to  Steele  all  thjB  entertaining  and 
iastruetive  pieces  of  which  he  was  the  editor.  The  real  authors  of  many 
of  these  are  now  unknown  to  us;  and  with  the  names  of  some  of  them, 
certainly,  Steele  himself  was  unacquainted.    See  Theatre,  No.  26. 

a  A  letter  from  Bath,  in  No.  16;  and  one  from  York,  in  Tatler,  No.  21. 
The  set  of  the  Tader,  mentioned  in  the  following  letter,  could  hardly  make 
up  thirty  numbers,  and  seems  to  have  included  no  more  than  twenty-four. 

i  See  Tatler,  No.  4.  It  appears  from  this  passage,  that  the  characters 
drawn  in  these  papers  were  supposed,  at  the  time  of  their  publication,  to 
have  been  intended  for  persons  then  living. 
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he,  why  do  you  call  live  people  toasts"?'  I  answered, 
*  That  was  a  new  name  found  out  by  the  wits,  to 
make  a  lady  have  the  same  effect,  as  burridge  in  the 
glass  when  a  man  is  drinking.  But,'  says  I,  *  Sir,  I 
perceive  this  is  to  you  all  bamboozling ;  why,  you 
look  as  if  you  were*  Don  Diego'd  to  the  tune  of  a 
thousand  pounds.'  All  this  good  language  was  lost 
upon  him :  he  only  stared,  though  he  is  as  good  a 
scholar  as  any  layman  in  the  town,  except  the  barber. 
Thus,  cousin,  you  must  be  content  with  London  for 
the  centre  of  your  wealth  and  fame ;  we  have  no 
relish  for  you.  Wit  must  describe  its  proper  circum- 
ference, and  not  to  go  beyond  it,  lest,  like  little  boys 
when  the  straggle  out  of  their  own  parish,  it  may 
wander  to  places  where  it  is  not  known,  and  be  lost. 
Since  it  so,  you  must  excuse  me,  that  I  am  forced  at 
a  visit  to  sit  silent,  and  only  lay  up  what  excellent 
things  pass  at  such  conversations. 

*  This'evening  I  was  with  a  couple  of  young  ladies ; 
one  of  them  has  the  character  of  the  prettiest  com- 
pany, yet  really  I  thought  her  but  silly ;  the  other, 
who  talked  a  great  deal  less,  I  observed  to  have  under- 
standing. The  lady,  who  is  reckoned  such  a  com- 
panion among  her  acquaintance,  has  only,  with  a  very 
brisk  air,  a  knack  of  saying  the  commonest  things : 
the  other,  with  a  sly  serious  one,  says  home  things 
enough.  The  first,  mistress  Giddy,  is  very  quick  j 
but  the  second,  mistress  SUm,  fell  into  Giddy's  own 
style,  and  was  as  good  company  as  she.  Giddy  hap- 
pens to  drop  her  glove;  Slim  reaches  it  to  her. 
*  Madam,  says  Giddy,  I  hope  you  will  have  a  better 
oflSce.'  Upon  which  Slim  immediately  repartees,  and 
sits  in  her  lap,  and  cries,  *  Are  you  not  sorry  for  my 
heaviness  ?'     This  sly  wench  pleased  me,  to  see  how 

o  See  Tatler,  No.  24,  and  29. 

X  See  Tatler,  No.  21.  and  note. 
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she  hit  her  height  of  understanding  so  well.  We  sat 
down  to  supper.  Says  Giddy,  mighty  prettily,  *  Two 
hands  in  a  dish,  and  one  in  a  purse.'  Says  Slim, 
*  Ay,  Madam,  the  more  the  merrier :  but  the  fewer 
the  better  cheer.*  I  quickly  took  the  hint,  and  was 
as  witty  and  talkative  as  they.     Says  I, 

*  He  that  will  not  when  he  may, 

*  When  he  will,  he  shall  have  nay  ;* 

arid  so  helped  myself.  Giddy  turns  about ;  *  What, 
have  you  found  your  tongue  ?'  *  Yes,  says  I,  it  is 
itianhers  to  speak  when  I  am  spoken  to ;  but  your 
greatest  talkers  are  the  least  doers,  and  the  still  sow 
eats  up  all  the  broth.'  *  Ha !  ha !  says  Giddy,  one 
would  think  he  had  nothing  in  him,  and  do  you  hear 
how  he  talks,  when  he  pleases !'  I  grew  immediately 
roguish  and  pleasant  to  a  degree,  in  the  same  strain. 
Slim,  who  knew  how  good  company  we  had  been, 
cries,  you  wUl  certainly  print  this  bright  conversa- 
tion^' 

It  is  so ;  and  hereby  you  may  see  how  small  an  ap- 
j)earance  the  prettiest  things  said  in  company  make, 
when  in  print. 

ST,  James's  coffee-house,  june  ^0. 

A  MAIL  froiri  Lisbon  has  brought  advices,  of  June 
the  12th,  from  the  king  of  Portugal's  army  encamped 
at  Torre  Allegada,  which  inform  us,  that  the  general 
of  the  army  called  a  court-martial  on  the  4th  at 
the  camp  of  Jerumena,  where  it  was  resolved  to  march 
with  a  design  to  attempt  the  succour  of  Olivenza. 
Accordingly  the  army  moved  on  the  5th,  and  marched 
towards  Badajos.  Upon  their  approach,  the  marquis 
de  Bay  detached  so  great  a  party  from  the  blockade 
of  Olivenza,  that  the  marquis  das  Minas,  at  the  head 

y  If  this  letter  is  not  by  Swift,  it  is  Teiy  much  in  the  manner  of  his 
*  Polite  Conversation.' 
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of  a  large  detachment,  covered  a  great  convoy  of 
provisions  towards  Olivenza,  which  threw  in  their 
stores,  and  marched  back  to  tUe  main  army,  without 
molestation  from  the  Spaniards.  They  add,  that  each 
army  must  necessarily  march  into  quart€P6  within 
twenty  days. 

*#*  Whosoever  can  discover  a  surgeon^s  apprentice 
who  fell  upon  Mr.  Bickerstaff 's  messenger,  or  (as  the 
printers  call  him)  Devil^  going  to  the  press,  and  tore 
out  of  his  hand  part  of  his  essay  against  duels,  in  the 
fragments  of  which  were  the  words  *  you  lie,'  and 
*  man  of  honour,'  taken  up  at  the  Temple-gate,  and 
the  words,  *  perhaps,' — ^  may  be  not,' — *  by  your 
leave.  Sir,' — ^and  other  terms  of  provocation,  taken  up 
at  the  door  of  Young  Man's  Coffee-house,  shall  re- 
ceive satisfaction  from  Mr.  Morphew,  besides  a  set  of 
arguments  to  be  spoken  to  any  man  in  a  passion,  which, 
if  the  said  enraged  man  listens  to,  will  prevent  quar« 
relling. 

Mr.  Bickerstaff  does  hereby  give  notipe,  that  he 
has  taken  the  two  famous  Universities  of  thi«  Ismd 
under  his  immediate  care,  and  does  hereby  promise 
all  tutors  and  pupils,  that  he  wiU  hear  what  can  be 
said  of  each  side  between  them,  and  to  correct  them 
inipartially,  by  placing  them  in  orders  and  classes  in 
the  learned  world,  according  to  their  merit 

Mr.  Biekerstaff  has  received  the  advices  from  Clay- 
Hill,  which,  with  aH  intelligence  from  honest  Mr. 
Sturdy  ^.qd  others,  shall  have  their  place  \xi  our  future 
story. 
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No.  32.  THURSDAY,  June  2S,  1709>* 

Qfneqmd  agunt  homine*^ 

— noitri  est  farrago  UheUi,  Jxrr.  Sat.  L  85,  S6. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  ^&xei^  for  hs  theme.  P. 


WHITENS  CHOCOLATE-HOUSE,  JUNE  22. 

An  answer  to  the  following  letter  being  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  despatched  with  all  expedition,  I  must 

*  Swift's  and  Addison's. — This  humorous  paper  certainly  originated  in 
the  licentious  imagination  of  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's.  Even  Addison, 
corrupted  by  his  company,  seems  to  hare  been  more  than  merely  his 
amanuensis,  insomuch  that  Swift  might  have  said  in  his  own  way,  and  more 
truly  than  in  the  case  of  the  Examiner,  *  That  iie  really  had  no  hand  in 
this  paper.'  It  appears  to  have  been  Addison's  second  contribution  from 
Ireland,  to  the  author  and  editor  of  the  Tatler.  The  reader  on  perusing  it, 
will  be  at  no  loss  for  the  reasons  of  its  omisnon  in  the  list  of  Tatlen 
<  marked  with  Steele's  own  hand,  at  the  request  of  his  deceased  friend,  and 
delivered  by  him  to  Mr.  Tickell.'  It  was  not  published  without  a  tadt 
acknowledgment  both  of,  and  to  its  author;  for  he  is  humorously  dis- 
closed under  the  name  of  Janus,  in  an  article  annexed  to  the  paper.  More 
proofs  of  the  fact,  and  of  the  propriety  of  this  note,  will  q>pear  in  Taller, 
No.  59.  and  especially  in  No.  63.  where  what  relates  to  Madonella  seems  to 
have  been  actually  written  by  the  real  author  of  this  pi4[>er.  From  what 
has  been  said,  it  is  easy  to  discern  the  true  reason  why  Swift '  would  never 
teU  his  best  friends  some  particular  papers  which  he  wrote  in  the  Tatler 
and  Spectator,'  although  he  seems  to  have  induced  or  cherished  a  belief, 
that  he  was  the  real  author  of  pieces  in  both,  which  he  did  not  care  to 
own.  See  Swift's  *  Works,'  voLxL  p.  47.  note,  small  8vo.  Lond.  1766.  It 
appears  likewise  that  Addison  had  nmilar  reasons  for  laying  *  commands 
on  Steele  to  hide  things  which  he  was  desirous  should  be  concealed,'— >that 
be  too '  furnished  pleasantries  and  oblique  strokes,  for  which  Steele  was 
very  patiently  traduced  and  calumniated,'  and  that  this  *  bosom-friend 
shielded  Addison  from  resentments  which  many  of  his  works  would  hava 
brought  upon  him  at  the  time  in  which  they  were  written.'  See  Steele's 
Dedication  of  Addison's  '  Dnunmer*  to  Mr.  Congreve,  pa$nm.  It  is  very 
probable  that  Steele,  with  the  same  excess  of  generodfy,  not  very  justifiable, 
screened  others  beddes  Addison  and  Swift  on  like  occasions.  No  addition 
need  be  made  to  the  note  on  Tatier,  No.  27.  in  order  to  account  for 
Steele's  being  the  editor  of  this  paper.  His  own  literary  productions  are 
generally  meritorious,  or  unexceptionable :  but  his  publications  were  not 
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trespass  upon  all  that  come  with  horary*  questions 
into  my  antichamber,  to  give  the  gentleman  my 
opinion. 

To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Esquire. 

*  SIR, 

*  I  KNOW  not  whether  you  ought  to  pity  or 
laugh  at  me ;  for  I  am  fallen  desperately  in  love  with 
a  professed  Platonne,  the  most  unaccountable  creature 
of  her  sex.  To  hear  her  talk  seraphics,  and  run  over 
Norris^  and  More%  and  Milton  ^  and  the  whole  set 

always  conducted,  any  more  than  his  life,  with  the  most  virtuous  uniform- 
ity.   Pope,  never  very  liberal  unless  of  selfish  praise,  testifies  that  Steele 

*  bad  a  real  love  and  reverence  of  virtue  :*  *  he  seems  (says  Dr<  Johnson), 
when  the  rage  of  party  did  not  misguide  him,  to  have  been  a  man  of  bound- 
less benevolence/  and^  excepting  as  before  excepted,  '  he  certainly  was  not 
to  be  swayed  by  deliberate  evil.'  It  is  a  pleasure  to  the  writer,  to  be  able 
to  vindicate  him,  in  this  instance,  from  the  disagreeable  imputation  of 
having  treated  subjects  very  serious,  and  characters  very  respectable,  in  a 
manner  so  ludicrous,  and  so  blame-worthy. 

*  Horary  questions  are  questions  relative  to  an  hour  to  be  resolved  astro- 
logically.  See  Tatler,No.  56.  *  Lives  of  Ashmole  and  Lilly,*  1774,  &c. 
p.  56.  45.  et  passim. 

^  John  Norris,  a  man  of  great  ingenuity,  learning  and  piety,  was  bom  in 
1657,  and  died  in  1711,  aged  54.  He  published  in  1688  '  The  Theory  and 
Regulation  of  Love,'  in  which  he  considers  all  virtues  and  vices  as  the 
various  modifications  and  irregularities  of  Love.  He  maintained  this  prin- 
ciple, '  that  the  love  of  God  ought  to  be  entire  and  exclusive  of  all  other 
Loves.'    fiiog.  firit.  art  Norris. 

«  Henry  More,  whose  name  is  affectedly  mis-spelled  Moor  in  the  origir 
nal  paper,  an  eminent  divine  and  Platonic  philosopher,  was  bom  in  1614» 
and  died  in  1687,  aged  73.    He  composed  many  books  which  he  called 

*  preaching  at  his  finger  ends.'  Mr.  ChishuU,  an  eminent  bookseller,  de- 
clared, that  Dr.  More's  '  Mystery  of  Godliness,'  and  his  other^  works, 
ruled  all  the  booksellers  of  London  for  20  years  together. 

.  John  Cockshut,  esq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  left  300/.  to  get  three  of  his 
principal  pieces  translated  into  Latin :  these  were  his  '  Mystery  of  Godli- 
ness;' his  '  Mystery  of  Iniquity,'  and  his  '  Philosophical  Collections.'  The 
writer  of  his  life,  who  knew  him  well,  affirms,  *  that  never  any  man,  who 
was  not  more  than  human,  had  truer  or  more  exalted  apprehensions  of  the 
Divine  Nature,  deeper  and  more  sincere  passions  of  love  and  honour  to- 
wards it,  or  a  more  triumphant  joy  or  satisfaction  in  it :' — he  adds,  that 

*  never  any  arrived  to  higher  degrees  of  wisdom,  righteousness,  and  virtue, 
take  altogether,  than  he  did,'  &c.    Biog.  Brit.  art.  More. 

^  MiltoD,  the  fellow-collegian  of  Dr.  H.  More,  makes  up  the  trio  of  In7 
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of  Intellectual  Triflere,  torments  me  heartily  ;  for,  to 
a  lover  who  understands  metaphors,  all  this  pretty 
prattle  of  ideas  gives  very  fine  views  of  pleasure, 
which  only  the  dear  declaimer  prevents,  by  under- 
standing them  literally :  why  should  she  wish  to  be  a 
cherubin,  when  it  is  flesh  and  blood  that  makes  her 
adorable  ?  If  I  speak  to  her,  that  is  a  high  breach 
of  the  idea  of  intuition ;  if  I  offer  at  her  hand  or  lip, 
she  shrinks  from  the  touch  like  a  sensitive  plant,  and 
would  contract  herself  into  mere  spirit.  She  calls  her 
chariot,  vehicle ;  her  furbelowed  scarf,  pinions  ;  her 
blue  manteau  and  petticoat  is  her  azure  dress  ;  and 
her  footman  goes  by  the  name  of  Oberon%     Itis  my 

teUectual  Triflers  here  mentioned.  As  he  was  bom  in  1608,  and  died  in 
1674,  it  is  obvious  that  these  writers  are  not  classed  in  a  ehronolog^eal 
order.  A  complete  collection  of  Milton's  *  Worths*  not  having  been 
consulted,  it  cannot  be  positively  affirmed  that  there  is  no  particular  tract 
of  his  referred  to  here ;  but  the  following  fine  sentiments  were  probably 
sufficient  to  procure  their  author  the  honour  of  being  thus  ranked,  and 
abused  in  very  good  company : 

*  In  loving  thou  do'st  well,  in  passion  not. 
Wherein  true  Love  consists  not ;  Love  refines 
The  thoughts,  and  heart  enlarges ;  hath  his  seat 
In  reas*n,  and  is  judicious ;  is  the  scale 
By  which  to  heav'nly  Love  thon  ma/st  ascend : 
Love  leads  to  Heav'n,  is  both  the  way  and  guide.' 

Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  b.yiiL  588—614. 
I  speak  not  of  the  books  expressly  so  called ;  but  as  many,  indeed  most, 
of  Fenelon's  cBuvret  sptritueUes  must  have  been  known  at  this  time,  it  might 
have  been  expected,  that  he  would  have  been  classed  here  with  his  congoiial 
friends.  It  might  be  suj^osed  to  imply  an  unmerited  and  umntended  cen- 
sure on  other  equally  excellent  and  no  less  meritorious  authors,  to  say 
that  the  beautiful  lines  above  quoted  express  the  peculiar  dutmgmahmg 
tenets  of  the  sentimental  writers  here  alluded  to ;  they  express,  however, 
their  leading  principles ;  and  if,  guarding  against  the  wantonness  of  imi^ 
nation,  good  sense  and  the  New  Testament  be  taken  as  guides  in  reading 
their  writings,  very  many  things  will  be  found  in  them,  that  equally  approve 
themselves  to  every  sound  understanding,  and  every  well-disposed  heart. 
Not  a  few  of  their  books  might  be  mentioned,  that  seem  evidentiy  intended, 
and  not  ill  calculateid,  to  do  the  heart  good ;  that  breathe  and  inspire  a 
spirit  of  piety ;  and  thefefore  their  luxuriances  claim  the  vdl  af  candour, 
and  even  their  errors  are  respectable. 

« An  allusion  to  a  musical  drama  of  Ben  Jonson,  intituled,  *  Obera« 
the  Fairy  Prince ;'  or  rather,  to  the  character  of  Oberon  in  *  the  Midsum- 
mer Night's  Dream/  or  in  Spenser. 
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misfortune  to  be  six  feet  and  a  half  high,  two  full 
spsm^  between  the  shoulders,  thirteen  inches  diameter 
in  the  calves ;  and,  before  I  was  in  love,  I  had  a 
noble  stomach,  and  usually  went  to  bed  sober  with 
two  bottles.  I  am  not  quite  six  and  twenty,  and  my 
nose  is  marked  truly  aquiline.  For  these  reasons^  I 
am  in  a  very  particular  manner  her  aversion.  What 
shall  I  do  ?  Impudence  itself  cannot  reclaim  her,. 
If  I  write  miserably,  she  reckons  me  among  the  chiU 
dren  erf  perdition,  and  discards  me  her  region :  if  I 
assume  the  gross  and  substantial,  she  plays  the  real 
ghost  with  me,  and  vanishes  in  a  moment*  I  had 
hopes  in  the  hypocrisy  of  her  sex  ;  but  perseverance 
makes  it  as  bad  as  fixed  aversion.  I  desire  your 
opinion,  whether  I  may  not  lawfully  play  the  inquisi- 
tion upon  her,  make  use  of  a  little  force,  and  put  her  to 
the  rack  and  the  torture,  only  to  convince  her,  she  has 
really  fine  limbs,  without  spoiling  or  distorting  them. 
I  expect  your  directions,  ere  I  proceed  to  dwindle 
and  fall  away  with  despair ;  which  at  present  I  do  not 
think  adviseable,  because,  if  she  should  recant,  she 
may  then  hate  me  perhaps,  in  the  other  extreme,  for 
my  tenuity.  I  am,  with  impatience,  your  most  hum- 
ble servant, 
*  June  18, 1709.  *  Charles  Sturdy.* 

My  patient  has  put  his  case  with  very  much 
warmth,  and  represented  it  in  so  lively  a  manner^^that 
I  see  both  his  torment  and  tormentor  with  great  per- 
spicuity. This  order  of  Platonic  ladies  is  to  be 
dealt  with  in  a  manner  peculiar  from  all  the  rest  of 
the  sex.  Flattery  is  the  general  way,  and  the  way  in 
this  case  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  done  grossly.  Every 
man  that  has  wit,  and  humour,  and  raillery,  can  make 
a  good  flatterer  for  woman  in  general :  but  a  Platonne 
is  not  to  be  touched  with  panegyric :  she  will  tell  you, 
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it  is  a  sensuality  in  the  soul  to  be  delighted  that  way. 
You  are  not,  therefore,  to  commend,  biit  silently  con- 
sent to  all  she  does  and  says.  You  are  to  consider, 
in  her  the  scorn  of  you  is  not  humour,  but  opinion. 

There  were,  some  years  since,  a  set  of  these  ladies 
who  were  of  quality,  and  gave  out,  that  virginity  was 
to  be  their  state  of  life  during  this  mortal  condition, 
and  therefore  resolved  to  join  their  fortunes,  and  erect 
a  nunnery.  The  place  of  residence  was  pitched  upon ; 
and  a  pretty  situation,  full  of  natural  falls  and  risings 
of  waters,  with  shady  coverts,  and  flowery  arbours, 
was  approved  by  seven  of  the  founders.  There  were 
as  many  of  our  sex  who  took  the  liberty  to  visit  those 
mansions  of  intended  severity;  among  others ^  a 
famous  rake  of  that  time,  who  had  the  grave  way  to 
an  excellence.  He  came  in  first ;  but,  upon  seeing 
a  servant  coming  towards  him,  with  a  design  to  tell 
him  this  was  no  place  for  him  or  his  companions,  up 
goes  my  grave  impudence  to  the  maid ;  *  young 
woman,'  said  he,  *  if  any  of  the  ladies  are  in  the  way 
on  this  side  of  the  house,  pray  carry  us  on  the  other 
side  towards  the  gardens :  we  are,  you  must  know, 
gentlemen  that  are  travelling  England ;  after  which 
we  shall  go  into  foreign  parts,  where  some  of  us  have 
already  been.'  Here  he  bows  in  the  most  humble 
manner,  and  kissed  the  girl,  who  knew  not  how  to 
behave  to  such  a  sort  of  carriage.  He  goes  on :  *  Now 
you  must  know  we  have  an  ambition  to  have  it  to  say, 
that  we  have  a  Protestant  nunnery  in  England  :  but 

pray,  Mrs.  Betty' *  Sir,'  she  replied,  *  my  name 

is  Susan,  at  your  service.'     *  Then  I  heartily  beg 

your  pardon' •  no  offence  in  the  least,'  says  she, 

^  for  I  have  a  cousin-german,  whose  name  is  Betty.' 

'  In  some  papers  communicated  for  the  use  of  this  work,  it  is  said^  that 
Mr.  Repington,  a  Warwickshire  wag,  was  the  '  famous  rake'  here  alluded 
to. 
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*  Indeed,*  said  he,  <  I  protest  to  you,  that  was  more 
than  I  knew ;  I  spoke  at  random  :  but  since  it  hapr 
pens  that  I  was  near  in  the  right,  give  me  leave  to 
present  this  ge,ntleman  to  the  favour  of  a  civil  salute.' 
His  friend  advances,  and  so  on  till  they  had  all 
saluted  her.  By  this  means  the  poor  girl  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  crowd  of  these  fellows,  at  a  loss  what 
to  do,  without  courage  to  pass  through  them  ;  and 
the  Platonics,  at  several  peep-holes,  pale,  trembling, 
and  fretting.  Rake  perceived  they  were  observed, 
and  therefore  took  care  to  keep  Sukey  in  chat  with 
questions  concerning  their  way  of  life ;  when  ap- 
peared  at  last  Madonella%  a  lady  who  had  writ  a  fine 

8  The  person  here  represented,  or  rather  grossly  misrepresented,  under 
the  name  of  Afadonella,  a  diminutive  from  Madona,  which  signifies  the 
Vir^n  Mary,  was  Mrs.  Mary  Astell,  a  lady  of  si^erior  understanding,  of 
considerable  learning,  and  singular  piety.    She  was  the  daughter  of  a  mer- 
chant in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  where  she  was  born  about  1668,  and  lived 
about  twenty  years.    The  remainder  of  her  inoffensive,  irreproachable,  and 
exemplary  life  she  spent  at  London  and  Chelsea,  where  she  died  m  1751. 
Mr.  Norris,  before-mentioned,  published  her  epistolary  correspondence 
with  him  on  the  *  Love  of  God,'  in  1695,  a  copy  of  which  the  writer  has 
got,  that  appears  to  have  belonged  to  Mr.  Locke,  and  to  contain  his 
MS.  notes.    The  fine  book  alluded  to  is  in  two  parts,  and  intituled,  *  A 
serious  Proposal  to  the  Ladies  for  the  Advancement  of  their  true  and 
greatest  Interest,'  &c.     She  proposed  the  establishment  of  a  seminary  for 
female  education ;  and  the  scheme  appeared  so  rational  and  important  to  a 
certain  great  lady,  that  she  intended  to  have  given  10,000^  towards  the 
erection  of  a  convenient  college  for  this  purpose,  and  as  a  retreat  for  ladies 
who  might  chuse  to  lead  a  single  life,  in  an  agreeable  retirement  from  the 
bustle  and  distractions  of  the  world.    To  the  great  reproach  of  bishop 
Burnet,  Mr.  Ballard  affirms,  in  his  *  Memoirs  of  Learned  Ladies,'  that 
this  meddling  prelate  industriously  frustrated  the  generous  design,  by  buzz- 
ing in  the  ears  of  the  lady,  who  was  zealously  attached  to  the  Church  of 
England,  and  over-apprehensive  of  innovation,  that  such  an  establishment 
would  be  reputed,  as  it  is  miscalled  here,  a  Protestant  Nunnery,  and  might 
pave  the  way  to  the  introduction  of  Popish  orders,  &c.    There  is  little 
doubt,  but  that  the  person  here  alluded  to  was  the  truly  great  and  liberal- 
minded  lady  Elizabeth  Hastings ;  and  it  is  a  pity  she  was  so  far  the  dupe  of 
ridiculous  argument,  as  to  suffer  such  a  change  to  be  put  upon  her,  where 
the  question  was  not  about  the  possible  reputation,  but  the  real  nature  of 
a  harmless  and  beneficial  institution.    She  continued,  however,  to  the  end 
of  Mrs.  Asteirs  life,  her  great  friend  and  benefactress,  and  is  most  justly 
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hook  cofioerniug  the  recluse  life,  and  was  the  pro- 
jectrix  of  the  foundation.  She  approaches  into  the 
hall}  and  Rake,  knowing  the  dignity  of  his  own 
mien  and  aspect,  goes  deputy  from  his  company. 
She  begins,  *  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  follow  the  servant, 
who  was  sent  out  to  know  what  affair  could  make 
strangers  press  upon  a  solitude  which  we,  who  are  to 
inhabit  this  place,  have  devoted  to  Heaven  and  our 
own  thoughts  ?'  *  Madam,  replies  Rake,  with  an  air  of 
great  distance,  mixed  with  a  certain  indifference,  by 
which  he  could  dissemble  dissimulation,  *  your  great 
intention  has  made  more  noise  in  the  world,  than  you 
design  it  should :  and  we  travellers,  who  have  seen 
many  foreign  institutions  of  this  kind,  have  a  curi- 
osity  to  see,  in  its  first  rudiments,  the  seat  of  primitive 
piety  ;  for  such  it  must  be  called  by  future  ages,  to 
the  eternal  honour  of  the  founders :  I  have  read 
Madonella's  excellent  and  seraphic  discourse  on  this 
subject.'  The  lady  immediately  answers,  *  If  what 
I  have  said  could  have  contributed  to  raise  any 
thoughts  in  you  that  may  make  for  the  advancement 
of  intellectual  and  divine  conversation,  I  should  think 
myself  extremely  happy.'  He  immediately  fell  back 
with  the  profoundest  veneration ;  then  advancing, 
*  Are  you  then  that  admired  lady  ?  If  I  may  ap- 
proach  lips  which  have  uttered  things  so  sacred' — 
He  salutes  her.  His  friends  followed  his  example. 
The  devoted  within  stood  in  amazement  where  this 
would  end,  to  see  Madonella  receive  their  address 
and  their  company.  But  Rake  goes  on — *  We  would 
not  transgress  rules ;  but  if  we  may  take  the  .liberty 
to  see  the  place  you  have  thought  fit  to  cihuse  for 
ever,  we  would  go  into  such  parts  of  the  gardens,  as 

.oeSebrated  byCoogreve,  under  the  name  of  Aspasidy  '  as  an  Ulustrious 
ipattern  to  all  who  love  pralse^worthy  thingi.'  See  Tatler,  No.  43.  and 
fiotei. 
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ts  consistent  with  the  severities  you  have  isiposed  on 
yourselves/ 

To  be  short,  Madonella  permitted  Rake  to  lead  her 
into  the  assembly  of  Nuns,  followed  by  his  friends, 
and  each  took  his  fair  one  by  the  hand,  after  due  ex- 
planation, to  walk  round  the  gardens.  The  conver- 
sation turned  upon  the  lilies,  the  flowers,  the  arbours, 
and  the  growing  vegetables  ;  and  Rake  had  the  so- 
lemn impudence,  when  the  whole  company  stood 
round  him,  to  say^  that  *  he  sincerely  wished  men 
might  rise  out  of  the  earth  like  plants;  and  that  our 
aninds  were  not  of  necessity  to  be  sullied  with  carni- 
vorous appetites  for  the  generation,  as  well  as  support, 
of  our  species/  This  was  spoken  with  so  easy  and 
fixed  an  assurance,  that  Madonella  answered,  *  Sir, 
under  the  notion  of  a  pious  thought,  you  deceive 
yourself  in  wishing  an  institution  foreign  to  that  of 
Providence.  These  desires  were  implanted  in  us  for 
reverend  purposes,  in  preserving  the  race  of  men, 
and.  giving  opportunities  for  making  our  chastity  more 
heroic/  The  conference  was  continued  in  this  celes- 
tial strain,  and  carried  on  so  well  by  the  managers 
on  both  sides,  that  it  created  a  second  and  a  third  in«- 
terview ;  and,  without  entering  into  farther  particu- 
lars,  there  was  hardly  one  of  them  but  was  a  mother 
or  father  that  day  twelvemonth  *. 

Any  unnatural  part  is  long  taking  up,  and  as  long 
laying  aside ;  therefore  Mr.  Sturdy  may  assure  him- 
self, Platonica  will  fly  for  ever  from  a  forward  beha- 
viour ;  but  if  he  approaches  her  according  to  this 
model,  she  will  fall  in  with  the  necessities  of  mortal 
life,  and  condescend  to  look  with  pity  upon  an  un- 

k  An  allusion  to,  or  rftther  a  quotation  from,  Sir  T.  Browne'*  *  Religio 
Medici,'  part  ii.  sect.  9.  edit.  Lond.  1656.    See  also  ibidem,  p.  287. 

^  This  is  mere  fiction,  and  unpardonable,  as  it  Beems  to  imply  an  oblique 
censure  on  Mrs.  Astell,  of  a  nature  totally  repugnant  to  her  eminently 
virtuous  and  respectable  character. 
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happy  man,  imprisoned  in  so  much  body,  and  urged 
by  such  violent  desires. 

FEOM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  JUNE  22. 

The  evils  of  this  town  increase  upon  me  to  so  great 
a  degree,  that  I  am  half  afraid  I  shall  not  leave  the 
world  much  better  than  I  found  it.  Several  worthy 
gentlemen  and  critics  have  applied  to  me,  to  give  my 
censure  of  an  enormity  which  has  been  revived,  after 
being  long  suppressed,  and  is  called  punning^.  I  have 
several  arguments  ready  to  prove,  that  he  cannot  be 
a  man  of  honour  who  is  guilty  of  this  abuse  of  human 
society.  But  the  way  to  expose  it,  is  like  the  expe- 
dient of  curing  drunkenness,  showing  a  man  in  that 
condition  :  therefore  I  must  give  my  reader  warning 
to  expect  a  collection  of  these  offences;  without 
which  preparation,  I  thought  it  too  adventurous  to 
introduce  the  very  mention  of  it  in  good  company  j 
and  hope  I  shall  be  understood  to  do  it,  as  a  divine 
mentions  oaths  and  curses,  only  for  their  condemna- 
tion. I  shall  dedicate  this  discourse  to  a  gentleman, 
my  very  good  friend,  who  is  the  Janus*  of  our  times, 
and  whom,  by  his  years  and  wit,  you  would  take  to 
be  of  the  last  age  ;  but  by  his  dress  and  morals,  of 
this. 

^  See  an  apology  for  punning.  Guardian,  No.  56.  The  afiectation  of 
this  sort  of  wit  was  most  general  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  when  it  was 
common,  and  not  thought  unsuitable  even  in  the  pulpit.  See  Dr.  Donne's 
*  Sermons,*  passim. 

1  Under  the  fanciful  name  of  Janus,  Steele  clearly  alludes  to  Swift,  the 
real  author  of  the  preceding  part  of  this  paper,  and  pays  him  some  com- 
pliments in  return  for  his  communication.  Swift's  age  was  nearly  the  same 
as  that  of  Steele,  who  was  rather  the  senior  of  the  two.  He  had  wit  in 
abundance,  but  it  was  seldom  innocuous ;  it  flowed  most  freely  from  the 
indignation  which  gnawed  at  his  heart  (see  Swift's  *  Works,'  vol.  xii. 
p.  276);  but,  if  it  was  more  licentious,  it  was  less  lascivious  than  what  CiMn- 
monly  prevailed  in  the  age  of  Charles  II.  to  which  it  is  referred.  His 
dress  might  be  perfectly  fashionable ;  the  compliment  on  the  score  of  his 
morals  is  obscure.  They  might  be  well  adapted  to  his  times,  but  they  were 
ill  suited  to  his  profession. 
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ST.  James's  coffee-house,  june  22. 

Last  night  arrived  two  mails  from  Holland,  which 
bring  letters  from  the  Hague  of  the  28th  instant 
N.  S.  with  advice,  that  the  enemy  lay  encamped  be- 
hind a  strong  entrenchment,  with  the  marsh  of  Ro- 
miers  on  their  right  and  left,  extending  itself  as  far 
as  Bethune :  La  Basse  is  in  their  front.  Lens  in  their 
rear,  and  their  camp  is  strengthened  by  another  line 
from  Lens  to  Douay.  The  duke  of  Marlboirough 
caused  an  exact  observation  to  be  made  of  their 
ground,  and  the  works  by  which  they  were  covered, 
which  appeared  so  strong,  that  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  attack  them  in  their  present  posture.  How- 
ever, the  duke  thought  fit  to  make  a  feint  as  if 
he  designed  it  j  his  grace  accordingly  marched  from 
the  abbey  at  Looze,  as  did  prince  Eugene  from  Lam-i 
pret,  and  advanced  with  all  possible  diligence  towards 
the  enemy.  To  favour  the  appearance  of  an  intende4 
assault,  the  ways  were  made,  and  orders  distributed 
in  such  a  manner,  that  none  in  either  camp  could/ havQ 
thoughts  of  any  thing  but  charging  the  enemy  by 
break  of  day  the  next  morning :  but  soon  after  the  f^ 
of  the  night  on  the  26th,  the  whole  army  faced  to^ 
wards  Tournay,  which  place  they  invested  early  iu 
the  morning  of  the  27th.  The  marshal  Villars  was 
so  confident  that  we  designed  to  attack  him,  that  he 
had  drawn  great  part  of  the  garrison  of  the  place 
which  is  now  invested  into  the  field  :  for  which  reason^ 
it  is  presumed,  it  must  submit  within  a  small  time^ 
which  the  enemy  cannot  prevent,  but  by  coming  out 
of  their  present  camp,  and  hazarding  a  general  en^ 
gagement.  These  advices  add,  that  the  garrison  of 
Mons  had  marched  out  under  the  command  of  m^r 
shal  d' Arco  ;  which,  with  the  Bavarians,  Walloops^ 
and  the  troops  of  Cologne,  have  joined  the  grand 
army  of  the  enemy. 

VOL.  I.  u 
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No.  33.   SATURDAY,  June  25,  1709.» 

Qvicqtiid  aguni  hanmieS'^ 

—  noitri  est  farrago  UbeOi.        Jut.  Sat.  L-  %5,  8^.- 

Whate'er  men  do»  or  say,,  or  think,  or  dream,. 

Our  motley  Piqper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


By  Mrs.  Jenny  Distaff,  Half-sister  to  Mr.  Bicker- 
staff. 

FB»M  MY  OWK  AFAKTMENT,  JUNE  25. 

My  brother  has  made  an  excursion  into  the  countiy, 
and  the  work  against  Saturday  lies  upon  me.  I  am 
very  glad  I  have  got  pen  and  ink  in  my  hand  ;  for  I 
have  for  some  time  longed  for  his  absence,  to  give  a 
right  idea  of  things,  which  I  thought  he  put  in  a 
very  odd  Kght,  and  some  of  them  to  the  disadvantage 
of  my  own  sex.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  tliat  it 
is  necessary  to  make  discourses,  and  publish  treatises, 
to  keep  the  horrid  creatures,  the  men,  within  the 
rules  of  common  decency. 

I  gladly  embrace  this  opportunity  to  express  my- 
self with  the  resentment  I  ought,  on  people  who 
take  liberties  of  speech  before  that  sex,  of  whom  the 
honoured  names  of  Mother,  Daughter,  and  Sister, 
are  a  part :  I  had  like  to  have  named  Wife  in  the 
number ;  but  the  senseless  world  are  so  mistaken  in 
their  sentiments  of  pleasure,  that  the  most  amiable 
term  in  human  life  is  become  the  derision  of  fools 
and  scorners.  My  brother  and  I  have  at  least  fifty 
times  quarrelled  upon  this  topic.  I  ever  argue,  that 
the  frailties  of  women  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  false 
oniaments  which  men  of  wit  put  upon  our  folly  and 
coquetry.     He  lays  all  the  vices  of  men  upon  women's 

*  Steele's. 
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secret  approbation  of  libertine  characters  in  them.     I 
did  not  care  to  give  up  a  point ;  but,  now  he  is  out 
of  the  way,  I  cannot  but  own  I  believe  there  is  very 
much  in  what  he  asserted :  for  if  you  will  believe 
your  eyes,  and  own,  that  the  wickedest  and  wittiest 
of  them  all  marry  one  day  or  other,  it  is  impossible 
to  believe,  that  if  a  man  thought  he  should  be  for 
ever  incapable  of  being  received  by  a  woman  of  merit 
and  honour,  he  would  persist  in  an  abandoned  way, 
and  deny  himself  the  possibility  of  enjoying  the  hap- 
piness of  well-governed  desires,  orderly  satisfactions, 
and  honourable  methods  of  life.     If  our  sex  were 
wise,  a  lover  should  have  a  certificate  from  the  last 
woman  he  served,  how  he  was  turned  away  before 
he  was  received  into  the  service  of  another :  but  at 
present  any  vagabond  is  welcome,  provided  he  pro- 
mises to  enter  into  our  livery.     It  is  wonderful,  that 
we  will  not  take  a  footman  without  credentials  from 
his  last  master ;  and  in  the  greatest  concern  of  life, 
we  make  no  scruple  of  falling  into  a  treaty  with 
the  most  notorious  ofiender  in  his  behaviour  against 
others.     But  this  breach  of  commerce  between  the 
sexes  proceeds  from  an  unaccountable  prevalence  of 
custom,  by  which  a  woman  is  to  the  last  degree  re- 
proachable  for  being  deceived,  and  a  man  suffers  no 
loss  of  credit  for  being  a  deceiver. 

Since  this  tyrant  humour  has  gained  place,  why 
are  we  represented  in  the  writings  of  men  in  ill 
figures  for  artifice  in  our  carriage,  when  we  have  to 
do  with  a  professed  impostor  ?  When  oaths,  impre- 
cations, vows,  and  adorations,  are  made  use  of  aa 
words  of  course,  what  arts  are  not  necessary  to  de- 
fend us  from  such  as  glory  in  the  breach  of  them  ? 
As  for  my  part,  I  am  resolved  to  hear  all,  and  believe 
none  of  them ;  and  therefore  solemnly  declare  no 
vow  shall  deceive  me,  but  that  of  marriage :  for  I 
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VLvn  turned  of  twenty,  and  being  of  a  siinall  fortune, 
some  wit,  and  (if  I  can  believe  my  lovers  and  my  glass) 
bandsome,  I  have  heard  all  that  can  be  »aid  towards  my 
undoing  ;  and  shall,  therefore,  for  warning-sake,  give 
an  account  of  the  offers  that  have  been  made  me,  my 
manner  of  rejecting  them,  and  my  assistances  to  keep 
my  resolution. 

In  the  sixteenth  year  of  my  life,  I  fell  into  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a  lady  extremely  well  known  in  this 
town  far  the  quick  advancement  of  her  husband,  and 
the  honours  and  distinctions  which  her  industry  has 
procured  him,  and  all  who  belong  to  her.     This  ex- 
cellent body  sat  next  to  me  for  some  months  at  church, 
and  *  took  the  liberty,  which,*  she  said,  *  her  years 
and  the  zeal  she  had  for  my  welfare,  gave  her  claim 
toi^  to  assure  me,  that  she  observed  some  parts  of  my 
behaviour  which  would  lead  me  into  errors,  and  give 
encouragement  to  some  to  entertain  hopes  I  did  not 
think  of.    What  made  you,*  said  she,  *  look  through 
your  fan  at  that  lord,  when  your  eyes  should  have  been 
turned  upwards,  or  closed  in  attention  upon  better 
objects?'    J  blushed,  and  pretended  fifty  odd  excuses; 
but  counfounded  myself  the  more.    She  wanted  no- 
thing but  tQ  9ee  that  confusion,  and  goes  chi  :  '  Nay, 
child,  da  not  b©  troublcid  that  I  take  notice  of  it  \  my 
value  for  you  made  me  ^peak  it  i  for  though  he  is 
my  kinw^n,  I  have  a  nearer  regard  to  viirtu^  than  any 
qth^r  Qon^d^ration.*    ShQ  had  hardly  done  speaking, 
vfhBn  thi$.  poble  lord  cam^  up  to  us,  and  led  her  to 
h^i  coach* 

My  head  ran  aU  that  day  and  night  on  the  exem- 
plary carriage  of  this  woman,  who  could  be  aa  virtu- 
ously impertinent  as  to  admonish  one  she  was  hwdly 
acquainted  with.  However,  it  struck  upon  the  vanity 
qf  a  girl,  that  it  may  possibly  bei,  his  thoughts  neugbt 
have  been  as  favourable^  of  me,  as  mine  were  amorous 
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of  him,  and  as  unlikely  things  as  that  have  happened, 
if  he  should  make  me  his  wife.  She  never  mentioned 
this  more  to  me  j  but  I  still  in  all  public  places  stole 
looks  at  this  man,  who  easily  observed  my  passion  £6t 
him*  It  is  so  hard  a  thing  to  check  the  return  of 
agreeable  thoughts,  that  he  became  my  dream,  my 
vision,  my  food,  my  wish,  my  torment. 

That  mittistress  of  darkness^  the  lady  Sempronia^ 
perceived  too  well  the  temper  I  was  iuj  and  would, 
one  day  after  evening  service,  needs  take  me  to  the 
park.  When  we  were  there,  my  lord  passes  by :  I 
flushed  into  a  flame*  *  Mrs.  DistafF%*  says  she,  *  you 
may  very  well  remember  the  concern  I  was  in  upon 
the  first  notice  I  took  of  your  regard  to  that  brd  j 
and  forgive  me,  who  had  a  tender  friendship  for  youf 
mother,  (now  in  her  grave,)  that  I  am  vigilant  of  your 
conduct.*  She  went  on  with  much  ^verity,  and 
after  great  solicitation  prevailed  on  me  to  go  with 
her  into  the  country,  and  there  spend  the  ensuing 
summer  out  of  the  way  of  a  man  she  saw  I  loved, 
and  one  whom  she  perceived  meditated  my  ruin,  by 
frequently  desiring  her  to  introduce  him  to  me;  which 
she  absolutely  refused,  except  lie  would  give  his  hd* 
nour  that  he  had  no  other  design  but  to  many  me# 
To  her  country-house  a  week  or  two  after  we  went : 
there  was  at  the  farther  end  of  her  garden  a  kind  6f 
wilderness,  in  the  middle  of  which  ran  a  soft  rivulet 
by  an  arbour  of  jessamine.  In  this  place  I  uisrusflly 
passed  my  retired  hours,  and  read  some  romantic  or 

m  Steele  jprobaUy  adapted  thitf  umit  in  alltiBiett  to  a  laiayiAr  duiriurM 
finely  drawn  by  Salliut,  for  a  beautiful  bad  woman  of  this  name  in  Rome. 
The  infamous  person  held  up  here  to  public  detestation  was  notorious  about 
this  time,  and  k  said  to  be  the  same  mentioned  in  Tatler,  No.  S,  and  N6. 34, 
under  the  title  of  madam  d'Epingle ;  whether  this  last  was  a  true  ot  only 
a  fictitious  name,  is  unworthy  of  notice.     See  Sallust,  Bell.  Catil.  cap.  x». 

n  Se6  Tatler,  No.  lo.  note,  an^No.  is,  note.  Mrs,  Oistaff  Was  at  this 
ttthe  turned  of  twenty. 
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poetical  tale  till  the  close  of  the  evening.  It  was 
near  that  time,  in  the  heat  of  summer,  when  gentle 
winds,  soft  murmurs  of  water,  and  notes  of  nightin- 
gales, had  given  my  mind  an  indolence,  which,  added 
to  that  repose  of  soul  twilight  and  the  end  of  a  warm 
day,  naturally  throw  upon  the  spirits.  It  was  at  such 
an  hour,  and  in  such  a  state  of  tranquillity  I  sat, 
when,  to  my  unexpressible  amazement,  I  saw  my  lord 
^valking  towards  me,  whom  I  knew  not  till  that  mo- 
ment to  have  been  in  the  country.  I  could  observe 
in  his  approach  the  perplexity  which  attends  a  man 
big  with  design ;  and  I  had,  while  he  was  coming 
forward,  time  to  reflect  that  I  was  betrayed;  the 
sense  of  which  gave  me  a  resentment  suitable  to  such 
a  baseness:  but,  when  he  entered  into  the  bower 
where  I  was,  my  heart  flew  towards  him,  and  I  con- 
fess a  certain  joy  came  into  my  mind,  with  an  hope 
that  he  might  then  make  a  declaration  of  honour  and 
passion.  This  threw  my  eye  upon  him  with  such 
tenderness  as  gave  him  power,  with  a  broken  accent, 
to  begin.  *  Madam — ^you  will  wonder — ^for  it  is  cer- 
tain, you  must  have  observed — ^though  I  fear  you 
ivill  misinterpret  the  motives — ^but  by  heaven,  and 
^nd  all  that  is  sacred !  if  you  could.*  Here  he  made 
a  full  stand,  and  I  recovered  power  to  say,  *  The 
consternation  I  am  in  you  will  not,  I  hope,  believe — 
an  helpless  innocent  maid — ^besides  that,  the  place* — 
He  saw  me  in  as  great  confusion  as  himself;  which 
attributing  to  the  same  causes,  he  had  the  audacious- 
ness  to  throw  himself  at  my  feet,  talk  of  the  stillness 
of  the  evening,  and  then  ran  into  deifications  of  ray 
person,  pure  flames,  constant  love,  eternal  raptures, 
and  a  thousand  other  phrases  drawn  from  the  images 
we  have  of  heaven,  which  ill  men  use  for  the  service 
of  hell,  were  run  over  with  uncommon  vehemence. 
After  which  he  seized  me  in  his  arms  :  his  design  was 
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too  evident.     In  my  utmost  distress  I  fell  upon  my 

Jknees *  My  lord,  pity  me,  on  my  knees— on  my 

knees  in  the  causfe  of  virtue,  as  you  were  lately  in 
that  of  wickedness.  Can  you  think  of  destroying 
the  labour  of  a  whole  life,  the  purpose  of  a  long 
education,  for  the  base  service  of  a  sudden  appe- 
tite J  to  throw  one  that  loves  you,  that  doats  on  you, 
out  of  the  company  and  the  road  of  all  that  is 
virtuous  and  praiseworthy  ?  Have  I  taken  in  all  the 
instructions  of  piety,  religion,  and  reason,  for  no 
other  end,  but  to  be  the  sacrifice  of  lust,  and  abandoned 
to  scorn  ?  Assume  yourself,  my  lord ;  and  do  not 
attempt  to  vitiate  a  temple  sacred  to  innocence,  ho- 
nour, and  religion.  If  I  have  injurjed  you,  stab  this 
bosom,  and  let  me  die,  but  not  be  ruined  by  the  hand 
I  love.'  The  ardency  of  my  passion  made  me  incs^- 
pable  of  uttering  more  j  and  I  saw  my  lover  asto- 
nished, and  reformed  by  my  behaviour  :  when  rushed 
in  Sempronia.  *  Ha!  faithless  base  man,  coiild  you 
then  steal  out  of  town,  and  lurk  like  a  robber  about 
my  house  for  such  brutish  purposes  V 

My  lord  was  by  this  time  recovered,  and  fell  into  a 
vic^ent  laughter  at  the  turn  which  Sempronia  designed 
to  give  her  villainy.  He  bowed  to  me  with  the 
utmost  respect :  ^  Mrs.  Distaff,'  said  he,  "*  be  careful 
hereafter  of  your  company  ; '  and  so  retired.  The 
fiend  Sempronia  congratulated  my  deliverance  with  a 
flood  of  tears* 

This  nobleman  has  since  very  frequently  made  his 
addresses  to  me  with  honour ;  but  I  have  as  oftett 
refused  them ;  as  well  knowing  that  familiarity  and 
marriage  will  make  him,  on  some  ilUnatured  occasion, 
call  all  I  said  in  the  arbour  a  theatrical  action. 
Besides  that,  I  glory  in  contemning  a  man  who  had 
thoughts  to  my  dishonour.  If  this  method  were  the 
imitation  of  the  whole  sex,  innocence  would  be  tht 
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only  dress  of  beauty ;  and  all  afiectation  by  any  other 
arts  to  please  the  eyes  of  men  would  be  banished  to 
the  stews  for  ever.  The  conquest  of  passion  gives 
ten  times  more  happiness  than  we  can  reap  from  the 
gratification  of  it^  and  she  that  has  got  over  such  a 
one  as  mine  will  stand  among  beaux  and  pretty  fel- 
lows, with  as  much  safety  as  in  a  summer's  day  among 
grasshoppers  and  butterflies. 

P.  S.   I  have  ten  millions  of  things  more  against 
men,  if  I  ever  get  the  pen  again. 

ST.  JAMES*8  COETSEHiOngB,  JXJHE  24. 

Our  last  advices  from  the  Hague,  dated  the  28th 
instant  N.  S.  say,  that  on  the  25th,  a  squadron  of 
Dutch  men  of  war  sailed  out  of  the  Texel  to  join 
admiral  Baker  at  Spithead.  The  26th  wias  ob- 
served as  a  day  of  fasting  and  humiliation,  to  im- 
plore a  blessing  on  the  arms  of  the  allies  this  ensuing 
campaign.  Letters  from  Dresden  are  very  parti- 
cular in  the  account  of  the  gallantry  and  magni- 
ficence in  which  that  court  has  appeared  sinoe 
the  arrival  of  the  king  of  Denmark.  No  day  has 
passed  in  which  public  shows  have  not  been  exhi- 
bited for  his  entertainment  and  diversion :  the  last  of 
that  kind  which  is  mentioned  is  a  carousal,  wherein 
many  of  the  youth  of  the  first  quality,  dressed  in  the 
most  splendid  manner,  ran  for  the  prize.  His  Danish 
majesty  condescended  to  the  same ;  but  having  ob- 
sieirved  that  there  was  a  design  laid  to  throw  it  in  his 
way,  passed  by  without  attempting  to  gain  it.  The 
bourt  of  Dresden  was  preparing  to  accompany  his 
Danish  majesty  to  Potsdam,  where  the  expectation  of 
an  interview  of  three  kings  had  drawn  together  such 
multitudes  of  people,  that  many  persons  of  distinction 
will  be  obliged  to  lie  in  tents,  as  long  as  those  courts 
continue  in  that  place. 
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No.  34.     TUESDAY,  June  e8»  1709.* 

Quicquid  agutU  homines  — 

-*-  n^tri  at  farrago  libM,  Jut.  Sat  i.  85,  SB. 

Whato'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dreani. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  them«.  P. 


By  Isaac  BicKERsrAFF,  Esquire. 

tmiTE*d  CHOCOLAtK-HOUSE,  JUNE  25. 

Having  taken  upon  me  to  cure  all  the  distempers 
which  proceed  from  affections  of  the  mind,  I  have 
laboured,  since  I  first  kept  this  public  stage,  to  do  all 
the  good  I  could,  and  have  perfected  many  cures  at 
my  own  lodgings ;  carefully  avoiding  the  common 
method  of  mountebanks,  to  do  their  most  eminent 
operations  in  sight  of  the  people ;  but  must  be  so 
just  to  my  patients  as  to  declare,  they  have  testified 
under  their  hands  their  sense  of  my  poor  abilities, 
and  the  good  I  have  done  them,  which  I  publish  for 
the  benefit  of  the  world,  and  not  out  of  any  thoughts 
of  private  advantage. 

I  have  cured  fine  Mrs.  Spy  of  a  great  imperfection 
in  her  eyes,  which  made  her  eternally  rolling  them 
from  one  coxcomb  to  another  in  public  places,  in  so 
languishing  a  manner,  that  it  at  once  lessened  her 
own  power,  and  her  beholder's  vanity.  Twenty 
drops  of  my  ink,  placed  in  certain  letters  on  which 
she  attentively  looked  for  half  an  hour,  have  restored 
her  to  the  true  use  of  her  sight ;  which  is,  to  guide, 
and  not  mislead  us.  Ever  since  she  took  this  liquor, 
which  I  call  Brckerstaff's  circumspection-water,  she 
looks  right  forward,  and  can  bear  being  looked  at  for 
half  a  day  without  returning  one  glance.     This  water 


•  Steele's. 
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has  a  peculiar  virtue  in  it,  which  makes  it  the  only- 
true  cosmetic  or  beauty-wash  in  the  world :  the  na- 
ture of  it  is  such,  that  if  you  go  to  a  glass  with  a 
design  to  admire  your  face,  it  immediately  changes  it 
into  downright  deformity.  If  you  consult  it  only  to 
look  with  a  better  countenance  upon  your  friends,  it 
immediately  gives  an  alacrity  to  the  visage,  and  new 
grace  to  the  whole  person.  There  is  indeed  a  great 
deal  owing  to  the  constitution  of  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  applied :  it  is  in  vain  to  give  it  when  the  patient 
is  in  the  rage  of  the  distemper ;  a  bride  in  her  first 
month,  alady  soon  after  her  husband's  being  knighted, 
or  auy  person  of  either  sex,  who  has  lately  obtained 
any  new  good  fortune  or  preferment,  must  be  pre- 
pared some  time  before  they  use  it.  It  has  an  eSect 
upon  others,  as  well  as  the  patient,  when  it  is  taken 
^n  due  form.  Lady  Petulant  has  by  the  use  of  it 
cured  her  husband  of  jealousy,  and  lady  Gad  her 
whole  neighbourhood  of  detraction. 

The  fame  of  these  things,  added  to  my  being  an 
old  fellow,  makes  me  extremely  acceptable  to  the  fair 
sex.  You  would  hardly  believe  me,  when  I  tell  you, 
there  is  not  a  man  in  town  so  much  their  delight  as 
myself.  They  make  no  more  of  visiting  me,  than 
going  to  madam  d'Epingle's  * ;  there  were  two  of 
them,  namely,  Damia  and  Clidamira,  (I  assure  you 
women  of  distinction,)  who  came  to  see  me  this  morn- 
ing in  their  way  to  prayers ;  and  being  in  a  very  di- 
verting humour  (as  innocence  always  makes  people 
chearful),  they  would  needs  have  me,  according  to 
the  distinction  of  Pretty  and  Very  Pretty  fellows,  in« 
form  them,  if  I  thought  either  of  them  had  a  title  to 
the  Very  Pretty  among  those  of  their  own  sexj  and  if 
I  did,  which  was  the  more  deserving  of  the  two  ?  ^ 

o  Tatlcr,  Nos.  J.  10.  93.  and  note. 
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To  put  them  to  the  trial,  *  Look  ye,*  said  I,  *  I 
must  not  rashly  give  my  judgment  in  matters  of  this 
importance  ;  pray  let  me  see  you  dance,  I  play  upon 
the  kit.'  They  immediately  fell  back  to  the  lower 
end  of  the  room  (you  may  be  sure  they  courtesied 
low  enough  to  me),  and  began.  Never  were  two  in 
the  world  so  equally  matched,  and  both  scholars  to 
my  name-sake  Isaac  ^.  Never  was  man  in  so  danger- 
ous a  condition  as  myself,  when  they  began  to  ex- 
pand their  charms.      *  Oh !  ladies,  ladies,'  cried  I, 

*  not  half  that  air,  you  will  fire  the  house.*  Both 
smiled  ;  for  by  the  bye,  there  is  no  carrying  a  meta- 
phor too  far,  when  a  lady's  charms  are  spoken  of. 
Somebody,  I  think,  has  called  a  fine  woman  dancing, 

*  a  brandished  torch  of  beauty.'  These  rivals  moved 
with  such  an  agreeable  freedom,  that  you  would  be- 
lieve their  gesture  was  the  necessary  effect  of  the 
music,  and  not  the  product  of  skill  and  practice. 
Now  Clidamira  came  on  with  a  crowd  of  graces,  and 
demanded  my  judgment  with  so  sweet  an  air — ^and 
she  had  no  sooner  carried  it,  but  Damia  made  her 
utterly  forgot,  by  a  gentle  sinking,  and  a  rigadoon 
step.  The  contest  held  a  full  half  hour ;  and,  I 
protest,  I  saw  no  manner  o£  difference  in  their  per- 
fections, till  they  came  up  together,  and  expected 
my  sentence.  *  Look  ye,  ladies,'  said  I,  *  I  see  no  dif- 
ference in  the  least  in  your  performance ;  but  you, 
Clidamira,  seem  to  be  so  well  satisfied  that  I  shall  de- 
termine for  you,  that  I  must  give  it  to  Damia,  who 
stands  with  so  much  diffidence  and  fear,  after  showing 
an  equal  merit  to  what  she  pretends  to.  Therefore, 
Clidamira,  you  are  a  Pretty ;  but,  Damia,  you  are  a 
Very  Pretty  lady :  for,'  said  I,  *  beauty  loses  its  force, 
if  not  accompanied  with  modesty.     She  that  has  au 

p  Mr.  Isaac,  a  famous  dancing-master  at  that  time,  was  a  FrenchmaD, 
and  a  Roman  Catholic.    Babiilard, 
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humble  opinion  of  herself,  will  have  every  body's  ap- 
plause^  because  she  does  not  expect  it;  while  the 
vain  creature  loses  approbation  through  too  jgreat  a 
sense  of  deserving  it/ 

FROM  MY  OWN  AFAKTMENT,  JUNX  27. 

B£iN6  of  a  very  spare  and  hective  constitution,  I  am 
forced  to  make  frequent  journeys  of  a  mile  or  two 
for  fi^sh  air ;  and  indeed  by  this  last,  which  was  no 
farther  than  the  village  of  Chelsea,  I  am  farther  con-^ 
vlnced  of  the  necessity  of  travelling  to  know  the 
world  :  for,  as  it  is  usual  with  young  voyagers,  as  sooii 
as  they  land  upon  a  shore,  to  begin  their  accounts  of 
the  nature  of  the  people,  their  soil,  their  government, 
their  inclinations,  and  their  passions  ;  so  really  I  fan- 
cied I  could  give  you  an  immediate  description  of 
this  village,  from  the  five  fields  where  the  robbers  lie 
in  wait,  to  the  cofiee-house  where  the  Literati  sit  in 
council.  A  great  ancestor  of  ours  by  the  mothers 
side,  Mr.  Justice  Overdo^  (whose  history  is  written 
by  Ben  Jonson),  met  with  more  enormities  by  walking 
incognito  than  he  was  capable  of  correcting ;  and 
found  great  mortifications  in  observing  also  persons  of 
eminence,  whom  he  before  knew  nothing  of.  Thus 
it  fared  with  me,  even  in  a  place  so  near  the  town  as 
this.  When  I  came  into  the  coffee-house,  I  had  not 
time  to  salute  the  company,  before  my  eye  was  di- 
verted by  ten  thousand  gimcracks  round  the  room, 
and  on  the  ceiling.  When  my  first  astonishment  was 
over,  comes  to  me  a  sage  of  a  thin  and  meagre  coun- 
tenance J  which  aspect  made  me  doubt,  whether 
reading  or  fretting  had  made  it  so  philosophic  :  but 
I  very  soon  perceived  him  to  be  of  that  sect  which 
the  ancients  call  Gingivistse ;  in  our  language,  tooth- 
drawers.     I  immediately  had  a  respect  for  the  man  j 

4  Adam  OverdO)  a  name  given  to  a  justice  of  peace  whose  eharacter  is 
drawn  in  ^  Bartholomew  Fair/  a  comedy  so  called,  by  Ben  Jonson,  iai4. 
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for  these  prax!tical  philosophers  go  upon  a  very  ra* 
tional  hypothesis,  not  to  cure,  but  take  away  the  part 
affected.     My  love  of  mankind  made  me  very  bene- 
volent to  Mr,  Salter' ;  for  such  is  the  name  of  this 
eminent  barber  and  antiquary.     Men  are  usually,  but 
unjustly,  distinguished  rather  by  their  fortunes  than 
their  talents,  otherwise  this  personage  would  make  a 
great  figure  in  that  class  of  men  which  I  distinguish 
under  the  title  of  Odd  Fellows. .  But  it  is  the  mis- 
fortune  of  persons  of  great  genius  to  have  their  facul- 
ties dissipated  by  attention  to  too  many  things  at 
once.     Mr.  Salter  is  an  instance  of  this :  if  he  would 
wholly  give  himself  up  to  the  string*,  instead  of  playing 
twenty  beginnings  to  tunes,  he  might,  before  he  dies, 
pby  Roger  de  Caubly  quite  out,     I  heard  him  go 
through  his  whole  round,  and,  indeed,  I  think  he  does 
play  the  *  Merry  Christ  Church  Bells"  pretty  justly  ; 
but  he  confessed  to  me  he  did  that  rather  to  show  he 
was  orthodox,  than  that  he  valued  himself  upon  the 
music  itself.     Or,  if  he  did  proceed  in  his  anatomy^ 
why  might  he  not  hope  in  time  to  cut  off  legs,  as 
well  as  draw  teeth  ?     The  particularity  of  this  man 
put  me  into  a  deep  thought,  whence  it  should  proceed, 
that  of  all  the  lower  order,  barbers  should  go  farther 

'  Mr.  Salter  was  a  noted  barber,  who  began  to  make  a  colkction  of  n»- 
tur»l  curiosities,  which  acquired  him  the  name  (probal^j  first  given  him  by 
Steele)  of  Don  SaUero  (see  the  fotlowtngpage).  He  latterly  kept  a  cofi^ 
bouse  at  Chelsea  the  curiosities  of  which  were  sold  by  auetion  in  1799.  See 
Qent.  Mag.  vol,  hdx.  p.  16a 

See  Tatler,  Nos.  195.  and  226. 

•  There  was  no-  passing  his  house,  if  he  was  at  home,  without  hsTing 
•ne'si  eara  grated  with  the  sound  of  his  Sddle>  on  which  he  scraped' most 
«gLecrably. 

(  A  weIK>known,  and  still  celebrated,  catch,  composed  by  Dr.  Henry 
AUrich,  Deim  of  Chiist  Church. 

<  C'est  le  nom  de  la  Cath^ale  de  cette  Ville  la  fhmeuse  par  PUniver- 
flite  qui  se  vaiMie  d^elre  le  Bouierart  de  rOrthodoxie)  et  qui  Pest  depuis 
long-terns  du  Jacobitisme.'    Babillard. 
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in  hitting  the  ridiculous  than  any  other  set  of  men. 
Watermen  brawl,  cobblers  sing :  but  why  must  a  bar- 
ber  be  for  ever  a  politician,  a  musician,  an  anatomist, 
a  poet,  and  a  physician  ?  The  learned  Vossius  says, 
his  barber  used  to  comb  his  head  in  Iambics".  And, 
indeed,  in  all  ages,  one  of  this  useful  profession,  this 
order  of  cosmetic  philosophers,  has  been  celebrated 
by  the  most  eminent  hands.  You  see  the  barber  in 
Don  Quixote  is  one  of  the  principal  characters  in  the 
history;  which  gave  me  satisfaction  in  the  doubt, 
why  Don  Saltero  writ  his  name  with  a  Spanish  termi- 

«  Vossius '  De  Poematum  cantu,  et  viriinu  Rhythm^  Oxon.  1675,  page  62. 
In  the  passage  here  referred  to,  Vossius  says,  he  had  met  more  than  once 
with  barbers,  who  combed  his  head  in  iambics,  dactyls,  trochees,  aiia^«/t,&c. 

Isaac  Vossiup,  the  son  of  Gerard  John  Vossius,  was  bom  at  Leyden  in 
1618.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  came  into  England,  in  1670,  and 
was  made  doctor  of  laws  at  Oxford.  In  1673,  Charles  II.  appointed  him 
a  canon  of  Windsor,  and  assigned  hini  lodgings  in  the  castle,  where  he 
died  in  1688,  leaving  behind  him  a  library,  which,  for  that  of  a  private  man, 
was  then  supposed  to  be  the  best  in  the  world.  He  understood  most  of 
the  languages  of  Europe,  but  could  not  speak  any  one  well.  He  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  genius  and  customs  of  antiquity,  but  an  utter  stranger 
to  the  manners  of  his  own  times.  He  published  books  to  prove  the  in- 
spiration of  the  Septuagint,  althou^  it  appeared  from  his  conversation, 
and  by  his  behaviour  in  his  last  moments,  that  he  believed  no  revelation  at 
all.  Nevertheless,  he  was  apt  to  credit  any  extraordinary  and  wonderful 
relation,  though  ever  so  fabulous  or  ill-grounded.  Charles  II.  who  knew 
him  well,  used  to  say,  *  he  was  the  strangest  man  in  the  world,  for  there 
was  nothing  which  he  refused  to  believe,  except  the  Bible.'  See  Gen. 
Diet,  pattim, 

Evelyn,  in  his  translation  of  the  instructions  of  Gabriel  Naudeus,  con- 
cerning erecting  a  library,  8vo.  1661,  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
library  of  Vossius,  which  Naudeus,  it  seems,  never  saw,  though  he  says  he 
had  importuned  professor  Perizonius  to  procure  him  that  pleasure  :  *  The 
library  of  Vossius,  in  which  were  a  great  many  Greek  MSS.  besides  500 
printed  books  as  scarce  as  any  MS.  was  offered  to  our  university  at  Oxford, 
but  unhappily  lost  through  mislnanagement.  The  most  ancient  of  his 
MSS.  he  begged  of  Christina,  queen  of  Sweden ;  and  these  he  had,  from 
time  to  time,  transcribed  by  the  hands  of  one  Faulkener  a  Scotchman, 
which  he  sold  to  the  king  of  France,  and  for  some  years  together  made 
little  less  than  100/.  per  ann,^    Harl.  Cat  591 1.  ' 

Xhis  fine  library,  to  the  shame  and  reproach  of  England,  was  purchased^ 
and  carried  away,  by  the  university  of  Leyden, 
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nation  :  for  he  is  descended  in  $t  right  line,  not  from 
John  Tradescant%  as  he  himself  asserts,  but  from 
that  memorable  companion  of  the  knight  of  Mancha* 
And  I  hereby  certify  all  the  worthy  citizens  who 
travel  to  see  his  rarities,  that  his  double-barrelled 
pistols,  targets,  coats  of  mail,  his  Sclopeta  and  sword 
of  Toledo,  were  left  to  his  ancestor  by  the  said  Don 
Quixote,  and  by  the  said  ancestor  to  all  his  progeny 
down  to  Don  Saltero.  Though  I  go  thus  far  in 
favour  of  Don  Saltero's  great  merit,  I  cannot  allow  a 
liberty  he  takes  of  imposing  several  names  (without 
my  licence)  on  the  collections  he  has  made,  to  the 
abuse  of  the  good  people  of  England  ^  one  of  which 
is  particularly  calculated  to  deceive  religious  persons, 
to  the  great  scandal  of  the  well-disposed,  and  may 
introduce  heterodox  opinions.  He  shows  you  a  straw 
hat,  which  I  know  to  be  made  by  Madge  Peskad, 
within  three  miles  of  Bedford)  and  tells  you,  *  It  is 
Pontius  Pilate's  wife's  chambermaid's  sister's  hat.*  To 
my  knowledge  of  this  very  hat  it  may  be  added,  that 
the  covering  of  straw  was  never  used  among  the  Jews, 
since  it  was  demanded  of  them  to  make  bricks  with- 
out it.  Therefore  this  is  really  nothing  but,  under 
the  specious  pretence  of  learning  and  antiquity,  to 

X  Of  Tradescant,  the  person  who  collected  the  curiosities  which  Elias 
Ashmole  left  to  the  University  of  Oxford. — See  a  separate  wrticle  at  the 
end  of  the  fourth  volume  of  the  present  edition  of  the  Tatler. 

y  Vice  Admiral  Munden,  and  some  other  sea  officers,  who  had  heen 
much  upon  the  coasts  of  Spain,  and  in  the  Mediterranean,  frequented  this 
house,  and  gave  this  Spanish  termination  to  the  name  of  the  landlord, 
which  soon  came  into  general  use.  They  likewise  gave  him  the  greatest  part 
of  his  real  or  pretended  curiosities,  and  among  them  a  coffin  containing  the 
body  or  relics  of  a  Spanish  saint,  who  had  wrought  miracles,  which  had  fallen 
some  how  or  other  into  their  hands.  This  coffiji,  or  rather  carved  and 
gilded  chest,  which  long  graced  a  comer  of  the  Museum  at  Saltero's 
Coffee-house,  was  sent  from  Japan,  with  the  bones  of  a  friar  in  it,  to  re- 
concile a  king  of  Portugal,  but  was  snapped  up  by  an  English  captain,  and 
deposited  in  this  treasure  of  curiosity.  Censor,  vol.  L  No.  21.  p.  151.  Snd 
edit.  1717,3  vols.  IJtoio. 
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impose  upon  the  world.  There  are  other  things 
which  I  cannot  tolerate  among  his  rarities :  as,  the 
china  figure  of  a  lady  in  the  glass-case ;  the  Italian  en- 
gine  for  the  imprisonment  of  those  who  go  abroad 
with  it :  both  which  I  hereby  order  to  be  taken  down, 
or  else  he  may  expect  to  have  his  letters  patent  for 
making  punch  superseded,  be  debarred  wearing  his 
muff  next  winter,  or  ever  coming  to  London  without 
his  wife*.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought,  I  have  dwelt 
too  long  upon  the  afibirs  of  this  operator ;  but  I  de- 
sire the  reader  to  remember,  that  it  is  my  way  to 
consider  men  as  they  stand  in  merit,  and  not  accord- 
ing to  their  fortune  or  figure ;  and  if  he  is  in  a 
coffee-house  at  the  reading  hereof,  let  him  look  roimd, 
and  he  will  find,  there  maybe  more  characters  drawn 
in  this  account  than  that  of  Don  Saltero ;  for  half 
the  politicians  about  him,  he  may  observe,  are,  by 
their  place  in  nature,  of  the  class  of  tooth-drawers'. 

*^*  Just  published.  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Adventures  of  signior 
Rozelli,  at  the  Hague^  ^ving  a  particular  account  of  his  birth,  education, 
alayery,  monastic  life,  imprisonment  m  the  inquisition  at  Rome,  and  the 
diiferent  figures  he  haa  since  made  aa  well  in  Italy  as  in  France  and  Holland, 
&c.  Done  into  English  from  the  second  edition  of  the  French,  &c 
Price  Sf . 

N.B.  This  was  tha  Mow  alluded  to,  Tatler,  No.  9,  aadnote. 

*  Salter  had  an  old  grey  muff,  which  he  clapped  constatly  to  his  nose^  and 
by  which  he  was  distinguishable  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  His 
wife  was  none  of  the  best,  being  much  addicted  to  scolding;  and  Salter, 
who  liked  his  glass,  if  he  could  make  a  slip  to  London  by  himself,  was  in 
no  haste  to  return, 

>  '  Les  petites  gens  qui  raisonnent  des  affiures  d'etat  veulent  toitjours, 
pour  guerir  le  mal»  que  Ton  airache  la  partie  qui  les  incommode.  Un 
Ministre  ne  charrie-t-fl  pas  droit  h  leur  avis,  il  faut  le  faire  pendre.  Vn 
roi  vi-t-il  trop  long-terns  a  leur  toatasie  ?  Ses  sujets  devroient  se  soul- 
ever,  et  lui  faire  trancher  la  tete.'    Babillard.  ~ 
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No.  i5.  THURSDAY,  JtTKK  30^  17<».* 

Quic^uid  tiguiii  holninei — 

— nostri  est  farrago  libellu  Juv.  Sat,  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  of  dream^ 

Our  motley  P&ptt  seizes  for  its  theAie.  P, 


aRfiCIAN  COFFEE-ltOUSt,  JUNE  28* 

Th&rb  19  an  habit  or  custom  which  I  have  put  my 
patience  to  the  utmost  i^tretch  to  have  suffered  so  long, 
because  several  of  mj  intimate  friends  are  in  the 
guilt ;  and  that  i^  the  humour  of  taking  snuffy  and 
locking  dirty  about  the  mouth  by  way  of  ornament. 
My  method  is,  to  dive  to  the  bottom  of  a  sore  be- 
fore I  pretend  to  apply  a  remedy*  For  this  reason^  I 
sat  by  ati  eminent  storyteller  and  politician^  who 
takes  half  an  ounce  in  five  seconds,  and  has  mori* 
ptg^d  a  pretty  tenement  near  the  town,  merely  to 
improve  and  dung  his  braint^  with  thiis  prcdifc  pow-i 
der4  I  observed  this  gentleman,  the  other  day,  in  the 
mi^Bi  of  a  story,  diverted  fh)m  it  by  looldng  at  some*' 
thing  at  a  distance,  and  I  sdfUy  hid  his  box*  But  hd 
returns  to  his  tale,  and,  looking  fot  his  box,  he  cries^ 
<  And  so,  sir^^'  Then,  when  he  should  have  taken 
a  pmch,  *  As  I  was  sajring— ^  says  he,  *  has  nobody 
sMn  my  box  ?'     His  firiend  beseeches  him  to  finish 

his  narration  :  then  he  proceeds  ;  *  And  so,  sir 

where  can  my  box  be  ?'  Then  turning  to  me,  '  Pray,^ 
a*r^  did  you  see  my  box?'  *  Yes,  Sir,*  said  I,  'Itook 
it  to  see  how  long  you  could  live  without  it/  He 
reimntes  bk  ti^e,  and  I  took  notice  that  bis  dulness 
was  mtidh  more  regular  and  fluent  than  before.  A 
pinch  supplied  the  place  of  ^  As  I  was  saying,'  and 

VOL.  I.  X 
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*  So,  sir ;'  and  he  went  on  currently  enough  in  that 
style  which  the  learned  call  the  insipid.  This  obser- 
vation easily  led  me  into  a  philosophic  reason  for 
taking  snuff,  which  is  done  only  to  supply  with  sensa^ 
tions  the  want  of  reflection  \  TTiis  I  take  to  be  an 
supvHa^,  a  nostrum  ;  upon  which  I  hope  to  receive  the 
thanks  of  this  board  ;  for  as  it  is  as  natural  to  lift  a 
raan*s  hand  to  a  sore,  when  you  fear  any  thing  coming 
at  you  ;  so  when  a  person  feels  his  thoughts  are  run 
out,  and  he  has  no  more  to  say,  it  is  as  natural  to  sup- 
ply his  weak  brain  with  powder  at  the  nearest  place 
of  access,  viz.  the  nostrils.  This  is  so  evident,  that 
nature  suggests  the  use  according  to  the  indigence  of 
the  persons  who  use  this  medicine,  without  being 
prepossessed  with  the  force  of  fashion  or  custom.  For 
example ;  the  native  Hibernians,  who  are  reckoned 
hot  much  unlike  the  ancient  Boeotians,  take  this  spe- 
cific for  emptiness  in  the  head,  in  greater  abundance 
than  any  other  nation  under  the  sun.  The  learned 
Sotus,  as  sparing  as  he  is  in  his  words,  would  be  still 
more  silent  if  it  were  not  for  this  powder  **. 

However  low  and  poor  the  taking  of  snuff  argues 
a  man  to  be  in  his  own  stock  of  thoughts,  or  means 
to  employ  his  brains  and  his  fingers ;  yet  there  is  a 
poorer  creature  in  the  world  than  he,  and  this  is  a  bor- 
rower of  snuff;  a  fellow  that  keeps  no  box  of  his  own, 
but  is  always  asking  others  for  a  pinch.  Such  poor 
rogues  put  me  always  in  mind  of  a  common  phrase 

^  On  this  same  principle,  precisely,  the  Abb6  du  Bos  endeavours  to 
Recount  for  the  pleasure  which  some  people  have  in  flocking  to  see  male- 
factors executed.  Reflex^  Crit,  sur  la  Potsie,  etsur  la  Peinture,  tome  L  p.  7. 

c  *  I  have  found  it  out ;'  in  allusion  to  the  exclamation  of  Archim^es, 
when,  by  observing  that  the  quantity  of  water  which  overflowed  the  bath 
he  bathed  in,  was  precisely  equal  to  the  weight  of  his  body,  he  was  led  into 
a  method  of  ascertaining  the  d^ee  of  adulteration  in  the  workmanship 
of  a  golden  crown.  The  process  of  this  curious  discovery  is  related  by 
Vitruvius,  lib.  ix.  cap.  3. 

*»  Tatler,  No.  197.    See  also  Tatler,  N^.  1.  27.  and  142.  adjinem. 
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among  sehool-boys  when  they  are  composing  their 
exercise,  who  run  to  an  upper  scholar,  and  cry,  *  Pray 
give  me  a  little  sense.*  But  of  all  things  commend 
me  to  the  ladies  who  are  got  into  this  pretty  help  to 
discourse.  I  have  been  these  three  years  persuading 
Sagissa*^  to  leave  it  off;  but  she  talks  so  much,  and  is 
so  learned,  that  she  is  above  contradiction.  However, 
an  accident  the  other  day  brought  that  about,  which 
my  eloquence  never  could  accomplish.  She  had  a 
very  Pretty  Fellow  in  her  closet,  who  ran  thither  to 
avoid  some  company  that  came  to  visit  her  :  she  made 
an  excuse  to  go  in  to  him  for  some  implement  they 
were  talking  of.     Her  eager  gallant  snatched  a  kiss  j 

«  The  ingenious  lady  here  alluded  to,  under  the  name  of  Sagissa,  a 
diminutive  from  the  word  Sage^  was  probably  Mrs.  de  la  Riviere  Manley^ 
who  provoked  Steele  by  the  liberties  she  had  taken  with  his  character  in 
her  '  Secret  Memoirs  from  the  New  Atalantis,'  &c.  She  indiscreetly  re- 
newed similar  provocations  in  her  afrerwritings,  and  in  return  was  treated 
most  unmercifully.  See  Tatler,  No.  6.  note  on  Sappho.  Guardigni 
No.  55.  and  note.    Examiner,  vol.  iv.  No.  2.    Theatre,  No.  26. 

Steele  and  the  lady  were  afterwards  entirely  reconciled.  Thus  she  reads 
her  recantation  in  a  dedication  to  sir  Riphard  to  her  play  of  '  Lucius/ 
acted  and  printed  in  1717.  *  While  common  dedications  are  stuffed  with 
pmnfril  panegyrics,  the  plain  and  honest  business  of  this  is  only  to  do  an 
act  of  justice,  and  to  end  a  former  misunderstanding  between  the  author 
and  him  whom  she  here  makes  her  patron.  In  consideration  that  one 
knows  not  how  far  what  we  have  smd  of  each  other  may  affect  our  cha- 
racter in  the  world,  I  take  it  for  an  act  of  honour  to  declare,  on  iny  part, 
that  I  have  not  known  a  greater  mortification  than  when  I  have  reflectec) 
upon  the  severities  which  have  flowed  from  a  pen  which  is  now,  you  see, 
disposed  as  much  to  celebrate  and  commend  you.  ^  On  your  part,  your  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  reputation  and  success  of  this  tragedy  are  infalli- 
ble testimonies  of  the  candour  and  friendship  you  retain  for  me.  I  rejoiee 
in  this  public  retribution ;  and  with  pleasure  acknowledge,  that  I  find  by 
experience  that  some  useful  notice  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  give 
you  for  your  conduct  in  former  life,  with  some  hazard  to  myself,  were  not 
to  be  blotted  out  of  your  memory  by  any  hardships  that  followed  them.' 
Thus  she  concludes :  *  I  shall  say  no  more,  trusting  to  the  gallantry  of  your 
temper  for  ferther  proofs  of  friendship ;  and  allowing  you,  like  a  true 
woman,  all  the  good  qualities  in  the  world  now  I  am  pleased  with  you,  as 
well  as  I  gave  you  all  the  ill  ones  when  I  was  angry  with  you.' 

The  latter  years  of  Mrs.  Manley's  life  were  spent  in  Alderman  Barber's 
house,  where  she  died  in  1723,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Bennet  Fink  Church, 
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but,  being  unused  to  snuff,  some  grains  irom  off  her 
upper  lip  made  him  sneeze  aloud,  which  alarmed  the 
visitants,  and  has  made  a  discovery,  that  profound 
reading,  very  much  inteUigence,  and  a  general  know- 
ledge of  who  aqd  who  are  together,  cannot  fill  up  her 
vacant  hours  90  much,  but  she  is  sometimes  obliged 
to  descend  to  entertaimnents  less  intellectuaL 

white's  chocolate-house,  JUNE  29. 

I  Kjsow  no  manner  of  news  from  this  place,  but  that 
Cynthia,  having  been  long  in  despair  for  the  inexorable 
Clarissa,  lately  resolved  to  fall  in  love  the  good 
old  way  of  bargain  and  sale,  and  has  pitched  upon  a 
very  agreeable  young  woman.  He  will  undoubtedly 
succeed ;  for  he  accosts  her  in  a  strain  of  familiarity, 
without  breaking  through  the  deference  that  is  due  to 
a  woman  whom  a  man  would  chuse  for  his  life^  I 
have  hardly  ever  heard  rough  truth  spoken  with  a 
better  grace  than  in  this  his  letter : 

•  MADAM, 

« I  WRIT  to  you  (HI  Saturday  by  Mrs.  Lucy, 
and  give  you  this  trouble  to  urge  the  same  request  I 
made  then,  which  was,  that  I  may  be  admitted  to 
wait  upon  you.  I  should  be  very  far  from  desiring 
this,  if  it  were  a  transgression  of  the  most  severe  rules 
to  allow  it :  I  know  you  are  very  much  above  the 

(  l4or4  Hiii€hiiit)roke  foamed  Lady  ElisalTeib  Fophaa^  oalj  davg^bter  of 
AtoxwdarPopbam,  ea^.  of  litUecote,  in  Wiltshire. 

9fie  Tatler,  Nos,  1.  5w  23.  85. ;  and  Lover,  No.  3B.  Thi^  gay  nobbmaa 
did  not  live  long  enough  to  show  what  he  would  have  beeB^  The  fidhm- 
liig  aneedote  of  him  k  pren  o»  good  authority :  An  old  justice  ia  Weit- 
Ddinqter  had  comnitted  him  to  the  rouad-house  for  a  drunken  frolic,  and 
oUiged  him  to  pay  for  some  windows  that  had  been  lNrok«i  on  the  occa* 
non.  Soon  after  his  lordship  knocked  up  the  justice  at  midwtglU;,  alkdgiag 
business  of  impofta«cc^  whk^  coujid  not  admit  of  dek^  The  magiatrate 
made  his  appeacance^  after  some  time,  in  bis  furred  gown  and  double  mffA* 
cap;  wheat  his  lordship  told  hm  that  he  had  had  the  misfortuae  that  eien- 
ing  te  te«r  his  raffle^  a»d  b^d  oo2y  called  on  his  honour  to  honramt  a  pia»  . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No-  35.  THE  TATLER. 

htfie  Btts  which  ftre  frequent  in  ymir  sex^  of  giving 
uniiecestarj  torments  to  their  admirers;  thereibtt 
hope  you  tnU  do  so  much  justice  to  the  g^eroufc 
passion  I  have  for  you,  M  to  l^t  me  have  An  oppol**- 
tunity  of  acquainting  you  upon  what  motives  I  pr**. 
tend  to  your  good  opinion.  I  shall  not  trouble  you 
with  my  sentiiiHents,  till  I  know  how  they  urill  be  re- 
ceived i  and  as  I  know  no  reason  why  difference  of 
sex  should  make  our  language  to  each  other  differ 
from  the  ordinary  rules  of  right  reason,  I  shall  jifibct 
plainness  and  sincerity  in  my  discourse  to  you,  as  much 
as  other  lovers  do  perplexity  and  rapture.  Instead 
of  saying,  I  shall  die  for  you,  I  profess,  I  should  b* 
glad  to  lead  my  life  with  you  ;  you  are  as  beautiful; 
as  witty,  as  prudent,  smd  as  good-humoured,  as  any 
woman  breathing  y  but,  I  must  confess  to  you,  I  re- 
gard all  these  excellences  as  you  will  please  to  cUrect 
them  for  my  happiness  or  misery.  With  me,  Mai^uidi^ 
the  only  lasting  motive  to  love  is  the  hope  of  its  be- 
coming mutual.  I  beg  of  you  to  let  Mrs.  Lucy  send 
me  word  wh^i  I  may  attend  you.  I  promise  you  I 
will  talk  of  nothing  but  indifferent  things ;  thotrgft^ 
at  the  same  time,  I  know  not  how  I  shall  approach 
you  in  the  tender  moment  of  first  seeing  youy  sSm 
this  declaration  of.  Madam,  your  most  obedldftf^  Md 
most  faithful  humble  servant,'  &c« 

will's  COFFEE-HOUSE)  JUNE  29^ 

Havwto  taken  a  resolution,  when  piay«  ate  Acted  fiext 
winter  by  ap  entire  good  company,  to  pubUsE  obser- 
vations,  from  time  to  time  on  the  performilice  «P  tiie 
actors,  r  think  it  bat  just  to  give  an  abstffict  of^  flie 
law  of  action,  for  the  help  of  the  less  learned  palt 
of  the  aodiefied,  that  th^  may  tai&osaAy  «i^  so 
refined  and  instructive  ^  pleasure  as  a  ^t  r^reseij^ 
latiiOft  of  buttftA  life.    The  gsetft  €tto»  1*  fife^g 
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are  admirably  well  exposed  in  Hamlet's  directions  to 
the  actors  who  are  to  play  in  his  supposed  tragedy  ; 
by  which  we  shall  form  our  future  judgments  on 
their  behaviour,  and  for  that  reason  you  have  the 
discourse  as  follows : 

•  Speak  the  speech,  I  pray  you,  as  I  pronounced  it 
to  you,  trippingly  on  the  tongue  :  but  if  you  mouth 
it,  as  many  of  our  players  do,  I  had  as  lieve  the  town- 
crier  had  spoke  my  lines.  Nor  do  not  saw  the  air  too 
much  with  your  hand,  thus  ;  but  use  all  gently  :  for 
in  the  very  torrent,  tempest,  and  (as  I  may  say)  the 
whirlwind  of  passion,  you  must  acquire  and  beget  a 
temperance,  that  may  give  it  smoothness.  O,  it  of- 
fends me  to  the  soul,  to  hear  a  robustious  periwig- 
pated^  fellow  tear  a  passion  to  tatters,  to  very  rags, 
to  spUt  the  ears  of  the  groundlings*" ;  who,  for  the 
most  part,  are  capable  of  nothing  but  inexpUcable 
dumb  shows  ^,  and  noise  :  I  could  have  such  a  fellow 
whipped  for  o'er-doing  Termagant  "^ ;   it  out-herods 

e  This  is  a  ridicule  on  the  quantity  of  false  hair  worn  in  Shakspea  re' 
time,  for  wigs  were  not  in  common  use  till  the  reign  of  Charles  II. ; 
players^  however,  seem  to  have  worn  them  most  generally.    Steev^is. 

^  The  meaner  people  then  seem  to  have  sat  below,  as  they  now  sit  in  the 
upper  gallery,  who,  not  well  understanding  poetical  language,  were  some- 
times gratified  by  a  mimical  and  mute  representation  of  the  drama,  previous 
to  the  dialogue.    Johnson. 

The  groundling,  in  its  primitive  signification,  means  a  fish  which  always 
keeps  at  the  bottom  of  tie  water.    S. 

^  I  believe  the  meaning  is,  shows,  without  words  to  explain  them.  John- 
son. 

Rather,  I  believe,  shows  which  are  too  confusedly  conducted  to  explain 
themselves.    Steevens. 

-  ^  Termagant  was  a  Saracen  deity,  very  clamorous  and  violent  in  the  old 
moralities.    Percy. 

He  is  firequently  mentioned  and  alluded  to  in  our  ancient  dramas  and 
poems.  In  the  introduction  to  Hall's  Satires  he  is  called  Tormagaunt. 
Reed. 

Termagant  is  mentioned  by  Spenser  in  his  Faery  Queen,  and  by 
Chaucer  in  the  The  Tale  of  Sir  Topas ;  and  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher 
in  King  or  no  King.  ^  Steevens. 

Mr.  lyvdiitt  says,  the  character  is  to  be  met  with  in  an  dd  romance. 
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Herod  \ :  pray  you,  avoid  it.  Be  not  too  tame  neither, 
but  let  your  own  discretion  be  your  tutor :  suit  the 
action  to  the  word,  the  word  to  the  action ;  with  this 
special  observance,  that  you  o'erstep  not  the  modesty 
of  nature :  for  any  thing  so  overdone  is  from  the 
purpose  of  playing,  whose  end,  both  at  the  first,  and 
now,  was,  and  is,  to  hold  as  it  were  the  mirror  up  to 
niature ;  to  show  virtue  her  own  feature,  scorn  her 
own  image,  and  the  very  age  and  body  of  the  time 
his  form  and  pressure.  Now  this,  overdone,  or  come 
tardy  off,  though  it  make  the  unskilful  laugh,  cannot 
but  make  the  judicious  grieve  ;  the  censure  of  which 
one,  must,  in  your  allowance,  over-way  a  whole 
theatre  of  others,  O,  there  be  players™,  that  I  have 
seen  play — ^and  heard  otliers  praise,  and  that,  highly 
—not  to  speak  it  profanely ",  that,  neither  having  the 
accent  of  Christians,  nor  the  gait  of  Christian,  Pagan, 
nor  Man,  have  so  strutted,  and  bellowed,  that  I  have 
thought  some  of  nature's  journeymen  had  made 
men,  and  not  made  them  well,  they  imitated  human- 
ity so  abominably.     This  should  be  reformed  altoge- 

MSS.  Bod.  1624,  where  it  is  constantly  spelt  Tervagan.  (See  notes  to 
Chaucer,  ver.  137.  41.)  Notes  to  Dodsle/s  *  Old  Plays,'  1780,  vol.  xii. 
p.  998. 

1  The  character  of  Herod  in  the  ancient  mysteries  was  always  a  violent 
one.  See  the  Coventriae  Ludus  among  the  Cotton  MBS.  Vespasian 
D.  viii.    .Also  the  Chester  Whitsun  Plays,  MS.  Harl.  1015. 

Chaucer,  descrilniig  a  parish  clerk,  in  his  Miller's  Tale,  says, 
<  He  playith  Herolde  on  a  skafibld  high.' 
The  parish  clerks  and  other  subordinate  ecclesiastics  appear  to  have  been 
our  first  actors,  and  to  have  represented  their  characters  on  distinct  pulpits 
or  ficaffi>lds.    Steevens. 

>n  I  would  read  thus :  '  There  be  players,  that  I  have  seen  play,  and 
heard  others  praise,  and  that  highly  (not  to  speak  profanely),  that,  neither 
having  the  accent  nor  the  gait  of  Christian,  Pagan,  nor  Mttuidman,  have 
so  strutted  and  bellowed,  that  I  thought  some  of  nature's  joumeynten  had 
made  M^  men,  and  not  made  them  well.'  &c.    Fanner. 

B  Prqfanefy  seems  to  relate,  hot  to  the  praue  which  he  has  mentioned, 
but  to  the  censure  which  he  is  about  to  utten  Any  gross  or  indelieate 
language  was  called  profane.    Johnson. 
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ttw }  wd  let  ^«e,  that  phy  yow  ctewPfc  apeA 
no  mqre  tl^^Q  is  ^et  down  for  th^m ;  for  there  be  of 
themi  that  will  themselvos  lsu;«h,  tQ  let  w  mim 
quantity  Qf  hwpfm  9p9Qt^tp?s  to  laugh  too;  tJunigh 
i»  th^m^n  time,  some  necessaiy  question  ctf  the  pUjf. 
be  th^HPt  to  he  considered :  that'*  vUlfltoous,  wd  ohowe 
a  mo9t  ^tlful  amhitiofi  in  the  fool  that  u9es  it/- 

FftOX  XT  OWN  Af  ABTM£NT>  JUN£  29. 

It  would  he  a  very  great  ohUgatiop,  and  an  assistance 
to  my  treatise  upon  punning,  if  any  one  would  please 
to  iidrpnn  me  in  what  class  among  the  learned  %  whd 
play  with  words,  to  place  the  author  of  the  following 
letter. 

*SiR5 

<  Nov  long  since  you  were  plenqd  to  giye 
us  a  chimerieal  account  of  the  famous  fkmily  of 
Staflsy  from  wh^ice  I  suppose  yoa  would  insinuate; 
that  it  is  the  mc»t  ancient  and  numerous  house  in  all 
Europe.  But  I  positively  deny  that  it  is  either,  anil 
wonder  much  at  your  audadous  prpoeedinga  in  thia 
matter,  since  it  is  well  known,  that  our  most  illu»- 
tripuSf  fQost  renowned,  and  most  cdebrated  Rooma 
ifamily  of  Ix  has  enjoyed  the  precedency  to  all  others^ 
from  the  reign  of  good  old  Satu]:n.  I  could  say  much 
to  the  defamation  and  di^ace  of  your  family ;  aa» 
that  your  relations  Distaff  and  ftroomvtaff  were  both 
inconsiderate  mean  persons,  one  spinning.  tJxe  other 
sweefHUg  the  streets,  for  their  dsuly  hreadb  Bmt  I 
forbear  to  vent  my  spleen  on  objects  so  much  beneath 
my  indignation,    I  shall  only  give  the  world  a  cata« 

<^  CaMi4»ing  ^idlat  diqpanigu^ 
Swift,  it  may  be  pardmafafe  to  tuipecl  Urn  at  iJie  author  af  tjm  bagataBa, 
l^taate  catHia^  migiit  haiye  dao|taaA  pahlfahiiig  it,  asdlaftittobairabeeii 
daawdnore  suitably  with  the  Iwuened  fbdenea  an^  ph^a  of  iMnh,  whiek 
abound  in  Swift^i  Works, 
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l^gue  of  my  ancestors,  and  Jeave  them  to  determine 
which  bath  hitherto  had,  and  which  for  the  future 
ought  to  have,  the  preference. 

'  First  then  comes  the  most  famous  and  popular 
lady  Meretrix,  parent  of  the  fertile  family  of  Bella- 
trix,  Lotrix,  Netrix,  Nutrix,  Obstetrix,  Famulatrix, 
CoCtrix,  Omatrix,  Sarcinatrix,  Fextrix,  Balneatrix^ 
Fortatrix,  Saltatrix,  Divinatrix,  Conjectrix,  Comtrix^ 
Debitrix,  Creditrix,  Donatrix,  Ambulatrix,  Merca- 
trix,  Adsectrix,  Assectatrix,  Palpatrix,  Praeceptrix, 
Pistrix,     I  am  yours, 

^  Eliz.  Potatrixp.' 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  june  29.    ' 

Letters  from  Brussels  of  the  second  of  July,  N.  S. 
say,  that  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  prince  Eu- 
gene, having  received  advice  that  the  marshal  Villars 
had  drawn  a  considerable  body  out  of  the  garrison 
of  Toumay,  to  reinforce  his  army,  marched  towards 
that  place,  and  came  before  it  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  27th.  As  soon  as  they  came  into  that  ground, 
the  prince  of  Nassau  was  sent  with  a  strong  detach- 
m^it  to  take  post  at  St.  Amand ;  and  at  the  same 
time  my  lord  Orkney  received  orders  to  possess  him« 
self  of  Mortagne  ^  both  which  were  successfully  ex- 
ecuted ;  whereby  we  are  masters  of  the  Scheld  and 
^  the  Scarp.  Eight  men  were  drawn  out  of  each  troqi 
of  dragoons  and  company  of  foot  in  the  garrison  of 
Tottinay,  to  make  up  the  reinforcemait  which  was 
ordered  to  join  marshal  Villars.  On  advice  that  the 
alUies  were  marching  towards  Toumay,  they  endea. 
vouf  ed  ta  return  into  the  town»  but  were  inter ce|^d 
by  the  earl  of  Orkney,  by  whom  the  whole  body  was 
killed  or  taken.    These  letters  add,  that  twehe  him* 

P  Quoi  que  le  nom  cTElizabeth  soit  (bit  commun  en  Angleterre,  on  y  est 
prevenu,  je  ne  sais  pourquoi^  qu'il  est  de  mauyais  augure  pour  la  vertu  de 
celles  qui  le  portent.    Babillard. 
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dred  dragoons  (each  horseman  carrying  a  foot-soldier 
behind  him)  were  detached  from  Mons  to  throw  them- 
selves into  Tournay,  but,  upon  appearance  of  a  great 
body  of  horse  of  the  allies,  retired  towards  Conde. 
We  hear  that  the  garrison  does  not  consist  of  more 
than  three  thpusand  five  hundred  men.  Of  the  sixty 
battalions  designed  to  be  employed  in  this  siege,  seven 
are  English,  viz.  two  of  guards,  and  the  regiments  of 
Argyle,  Temple,  Evans,  and  Meredith. 


No.  36.    SATlfRDAY,  July  2,  1709.* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines — 

— nostri  est  farrago  libeUi.  Juv.  Sat.  i.  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


By  Mrs.  Jenny  Distaff,  Half-sister  to  Mr.  Bicker- 

STAFF. 

.    raOM  MY  OWK  APARTMENT,  JDME  30. 

Many  affairs  calling  my  brother  into  the  country,  the 
care  of  our  intelligence  with  the  tovm  is  left  to  me 
for  some  time;  therefore  you  must  expect  the  ad- 
vices you  meet  with  in  this  paper,  to  be  such  as  more 
immediately  and  naturally  fall  under  the  considera- 
tion of  our  sex.  History,  therefore,  written  by  a 
woman,  you  will  easily  imagine  to  consist  of  love  in 
ail  its  forms,  both  in  the  abuse  of,  and  obedience  to^ 
that  passion.  .  As  to  the  faculty  of  writing,  itself,  it 
will  not,  it  is  hoped,  be  demanded  that  style  and  or- 
nament shall  be  so  much  consulted,  as  truth  and 
simplicity;  which  latter  qualities  we  may  more  justly 
pretend  to  beyond  the  otiier  sex.     While,  therefore,, 

*  Steelk's. 
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the  administration  of  our  affairs  is  in  my  hands,  you 
shall  from  time  to  time  have  an  exact  account  of  all 
false  lovers,  and  their  shallow  pretences  for  breaking " 
off;  of  all  termagant  wives  who  make  wedlock  a  yoke ; 
of  men  who  affect  the  entertainments  and  manners 
suitable  only  to  our  sex,  and  women  who  pretend  to 
the  conduct  of  such  affairs  as  are  only  within  the 
province  of  men.  It  is  necessary  farther  to  adver- 
tise the  reader,  that  the  usual  places  of  resort  being 
utterly  out  of  my  province  or  observation,  I  shall  be 
obliged  frequently  to  change  the  dates  of  places,  as 
occurrences  come  into  my  way.  The  following  let- 
ter I  lately  received  from  Epsom"* : 

*  It  is  now  almost  three  weeks  since  what  you  writ 
about  happened  in  this  place :  The  quarrel  between 
my  friends  did  not  run  so  high  as  I  find  your  accounts 
have  made  it*  The  truth  of  the  fact  you  shall  have 
very  faithfully.  You  are  to  understand,  that  the 
persons  concerned  in  this  scene  were  lady  Autumn, 
and  lady  Springly:  Autumn  is  a  person  of  good 
breeding,  formality,  and  a  singular  way  practised  in 
the  last  age ;  and  lady  Springly,  a  modem  imperti- 
nent of  our  sex,  who  affects  as  improper  a  familiarity, 
as  the  other  does  distance.  Lady  Autumn  knows 
to  a  hair's  breadth  where  her  place  is  in  all  assem- 
blies and  conversations ;  but  Springly  neither  gives 
nor  takes  place  of  any  body,  but  understands  the 
place  to  signify  no  more,  than  to  have  room  enough 
to  be  at  ease  wherever  she  comes.  Thus,  while 
Autumn  takes  the  whole  of  this  life  to  consist  in  un- 
derstanding punctilio  and  decorum,  Springly  takes 

4  About  this  time  Epsom  was  a  place  pretty  much  resorted  to  in  the 
simuner  season;  but  the  company  there  generally  consisted  more  of  people 
in  health  than  of  persons  who  had  any  real  want  of  its  mineral  waten. 
SecTfttler,No.  7. 
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every  thing  to  be  becoming,  which  contributes  to 
her  ease  and  satisfaction.  These  heroines  have  mar- 
ried two  brothers,  both  knights.  Springly  is  the 
spouse  of  the  dder,  who  is  a  baronet ;  and  Autumn 
being  a  rich  widow,  has  taken  the  younger,  and  her 
purse  endowed  him  with  an  equal  fortune,  and 
knighthood  of  the  same  order.  ThisjumUe  of  titles, 
you  need  not  doubt,  has  been  an  aching  torment  to 
Autumn,  who  took  place  of  the  other  on  no  pre- 
tence, but  her  carelessness  and  disregard  of  distinct 
tion.  The  secret  occasion  of  envy  broiled  long  in 
the  breast  of  Autumn ;  but  no  opportunity  of  coii<- 
tention  on  that  subject  happening,  kept  all  thin^ 
quiet  till  the  accident  of  which  you  demand  an 
account. 

^  It  was  given  out  among  all  the  gay  pec^le  of  this 
place,  that  on  the  ninth  instant  severad  damsels,  swift 
of  foot,  were  to  run  for  a  suit  of  head-doatbs  at  the 
Old  Wells.  Lady  Autumn  on  this  occasi<xi  invited 
Sprii^ly  to  go  with  her  in  her  coach  to  see  the  race^ 
\Vben  they  came  to  the  place,  where  the  governor 
of  Epsom  and  all  his  court  of  citizens  were  assent- 
bled,  a$  well  as  a  crowd  of  people  of  all  orders,,  a 
brisk  young  fellow  addresses  himself  to  the  yoimger 
of  the  ladies,^  viz.  Springly,  and  offers  her  his  service 
to  conduct  her  into  the  music-room.  Springy  ac- 
cepts the  compliment,  and  is  led  triumpbandy  through 
a  bowii]^  crowd,  whUe  Autumn  is  left  among  the 
rabble,  and  has  much  ado  to  get  back  into  her  coach ; 
hut  she  did  it  at  last :  and  as  it  is  usual  to  see  by 
the  horses  my  lady's  present  diqxMition,  she  ordess 
John  to  whip  furiously  home  to  her  fauabaadii  where, 
when  she  enters,  down  she  sits,  began  to  unpin  her 
hood,  and  lament  her  foolish  fond  heart,  to  marry 
into  a  family  where  she  was  so  little  regarded^  ^he 
that  might— —Here  she  stops  j  then  rises  Ufr  «d 
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Stamps,  and  sits  down  again.     Her  gentle  knight 
made  his  approaches  with  a  supple  beseeching  gesture. 

*  My  dear!*  said  he *  Tell  me  no  dears!*  replied 

Autumn — *in  the  presence  of  the  governor  and  all  the 

merchants What  will  tlie  world  say  of  a  woman 

that  has  thrown  herself  away  at  this  rate  ?*  Sir  Tho- 
mas withdrew,  and  knew  it  would  not  be  long  a 
secret  to  him ;  as  well  as  that  experience  told  him, 
he  that  marries  a  fortune  is  of  course  guilty  of  all 
faults  against  his  wife,  let  them  be  committed  by 
whom  they  will.  But  Springly,  an  hour  or  two  after, 
returns  jfrom  the  Wells,  and  finds  the  whole  company 
together.  Down  she  sat,  and  a  profound  silence  en- 
sued. You  know  a  premeditated  quarrel  usually  be- 
gins and  works  up  with  the  words  some  people.  The 
^ence  was  broken  by  lady  Autumn,  who  began  to 
say,  *  There  are  some  people  who  fancy,  that  if 
some  people' — Springly  inmiediately  takes  her  up, 

*  There  are  some  people  who  fancy,  if  other  people' — 
Autmnu  repartees,  *  People  may  give  themselves 
airs  J  but  other  people,,  perhaps,  who  make  less 
ado,  may  be,  perhaps,  as  agreeable  as  people  who 
set  themselves  out  more.'  All  the  other  people 
at  the  table  sat  mute,  while  these  two  people,  who 
were  quarrelling,  went  oa  with  the  use  of  the  word 
people,  instancing  the  very  accidents  between  them, 
as  if  they  kept  only  in  distant  hints.  Therefore, 
sajre^  Autumn,  reddening,  ^  There  ar^  some  people 
w^  go  abroad  in  other  people's  coaches,  and  leave 
those  with  whom  they  went  to  shift  for  themselves ; 
and  if,  perhaps,  those  people  have  married  the 
younger  broker ;  yet,  perhaps,  he  may  be  beholden 
to  tbose  people  for  what  he  is.'  Springly  smartly 
aaswersy  *  Bs^Ie  may  bring  so  much  ill-humour  into 
a  family,  as  people  may  repent  their  receiving  their 
money  j'  and  goes  on *  Every  body  is  not  consi- 
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derable  enough  to  give  her  uneasiness/  Upon  this, 
Autumn  comes  up  to  her,  and  desired  her  to  kiss 
her,  and  never  to  see  her  again;  which  her  sister  re- 
fusing, my  lady  gave  her  a  box  on  the  ear. 

Springly  returns ;  *  Ay,  ay,'  said  she,  *  I  knew  well 
enough  you  meant  me  by  your  some  people ;'  and 
gives  her  another  on  the  other  side.  To  it  they 
went  with  most  mascuUne  fury;  each  husband  ran 
in.  The  wives  immediately  fell  upon  their  husbands, 
and  tore  periwigs  and  cravats.  The  company  inter- 
posed ;  when  (according  to  the  slip-knot  of  matri- 
mony, which  makes  them  return  to  one  another  when 
any  put  in  between)  the  ladies  and  their  husbands 
fell  upon  all  the  rest  of  tHe  company ;  and,  having 
beat  all  their  friends  and  relations  out  of  the  house, 
came  to  themselves  time  enough  to  know,  there  was 
no  bearing  the  jest  of  the  place  after  these  adven- 
tures, and  therefore  marched  off  the  next  day.  It  is 
said,  the  governor  has  sent  several  joints  of  mutton', 
and  has  proposed  divers  dishes  very  exquisitely 
dressed,  to  bring  them  down  again.  From  his  ad- 
dress and  knowledge  in  roast  and  boiled,  all  our 
hopes  of  the  return  of  this  good  company  depend.  I 
am,  dear  Jenny, 

*  Your  ready  friend  and  servant, 

*  Epsom,  June  28.  *  MaRTHA  TaTLER/ 

white's  CH0C0LATE»H0U8E,  JUNE  50. 

This  day  appeared  here  a  figure  of  a  person,  whose 
services  to  the  fair  sex  have  reduced  hiin  to  a  kind  of 
existence  for  which  there  is  no  name.  If  there  be  a 
condition  between  life  and  death,  without  being  ab- 
solutely dead  or  living,  his  state  is  that  His  aspect 
and  complexion,  in  his  robust  days,  gave  him  the  il- 

r  The  mutton  of  Epsom  and  its  neighbourhood  is  accounted  peculiarly 
delicate. 
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lustrious  title  of  Africanus':  but  it  is  not  from  the 
warm  climates  in  which  he  has  served,  nor  from  the 
disasters  which  he  has  suffered,  that  he  deserves 
the  same  appellation  with  that  renowned  Roman; 
but  the  magnanimity  with  which  he  appears  in  his 
last  moments,  is  what  gives  him  the  undoubted  cha- 
racter of  hero.  Cato  stabbed  himself,  and  Hannibal 
drank  poison  j  but  our  Africanus  lives  in  the  conti- 
nual puncture  of  aching  bones  and  poisoned  juices. 
The  old  heroes  fled  from  torments,  by  death;  and 
this  modern  lives  in  death  and  torments;  with  an 
heart  wholly  bent  upon  a  supply  for  remaining  in 
them.  An  ordinary  spirit  would  sink  under  his  op- 
pressions,  but  he  makes  an  advantage  of  his  very 
sorrow,  and  raises  an  income  from  his  diseases.  Long 
has  this  worthy  been  conversant  in  bartering,  and 
knows  that  when  stocks  are  lowest,  it  is  the  time  to 
buy.  Therefore,  with  much  prudence  and  tranquil- 
lity, he  thinks  that,  now  he  has  not  a  bone  sound,  but 
a  thousand  nodous  parts  for  which  the  anatomists 
have  not  words,  and  more  diseases  than  the  college 
ever  heard  of,  it  is  the  only  time  to  purchase  an  an- 
nuity for  life.  Sir  Thomas'  told  me,  it  was  an  en- 
tertainment more  surprising  and  pleasant  than  can 
be  imagined,  to  see  an  inhabitant  of  neither  world, 
without  hand  to  lift,  or  leg  to  move,  scarce  tongue  to 
utter  his  meaning,  so  keen  upon  biting  the  whole 
world,  and  making  bubbles  at  his  exit.  Sir  Thomas 
added,  that  he  would  have  bought  twelve  shillings  a 
year  of  him,  but  that  he  feared  there  was  some  trick 

*  It  is  more  than  probable  that  AMcanus  was  not  altogether  an  ideal 
character;  but,  as  it  is  a  very  bad  one,  the  editor  does  not  conceive  him- 
self at  liberty  to  mention  the  real  name  here,  even  on  pretty  good  autho- 
rity, as  it  might  give  more  pain  to  some  innocent  relation,  than  it  could 
give  pleasure  to  any  curious  spader. 

^  This  knight  was  a  waiter  at  White's  Chocolate-house,  who  bears  this 
nick-name  in  these  papers.  •  See  Tat,  No.  16.  17.  and  26,    Spect.  No.  49. 
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in  it,  and  believed  him  already  dead.  *  What,'  says 
the  knight,  *  is  Mr.  Partridge  %  whom  I  met  just  now 
going  on  both  his  legs  firmer  than  I  can,  allowed  to 
be  quite  dead;  and  shall  Africanus,  without  one  limb 
that  can  doits  office,  be  pronounced  alive?* 

What  heightened  the  tragi-cOmedy  of  this  market 
for  annuities  was,  that  the  observation  of  it  provoked 
Monoculus""  (who  is  the  most  eloquent  of  all  men)  to 
many  excellent  reflections,  which  he  spcdce  with  the 
vehemence  and  language  both  of  a  gamester  and  an 
orator.  ^  When  I  cast,'  said  that  delightful  speaker^ 
*  my  eye  upon  thee,  thou  unaccountable  Afiricanus,  I 
cannot  but  call  myself  as  unaccountable  as  thou  art ; 
for  certainly  we  were  bom  to  shew  what  contradio 
tions  nature  has  pleased  to  form  in  the  same 
species.  Here  am  I,  able  to  eat»  to  drink,  to  sleep, 
and  do  all  acts  of  nature,  except  begetting  my 
like  i  and  yet,  by  an  unintelligible  force  of  spleen 
and  fancy,  I  every  moment  imagine  I  am  dying*  It 
is  utter  madness  in  thee  to  provide  for  supper;;  for  I 
will  bet  you  t^i  to  one,  you  do  not  live  till  half  an 
hour  after  four ;  and  yet  I  am  so  distracted  as  to  be 
in  fear  every  moment,  though  I  will  lay  ten  to  three, 
I  drink  three  {»nts  of  burnt  claret  at  your  funeral 
three  nights  hence.  After  all,  I  envy  thee ;  thou, 
who  dying  hast  no  sense  of  ^ath,  art  bappier  than 
one  in  health,  who  always  fears  it.'  The  knight  had 
gone  on,  but  that  a  third  man  had  ended  the  sccne^ 
by  af^ilauding  the  knight^s  eloquence  and  philosophy, 
in  a  laughter  too  violent  for  his  own  constitotiBOQ, 

«  See  Bwm  rafllery  on  tbis  AknflrtifcrkHaakar^  Taller,  Hlo,  I.  Mi  liote ; 
Noi4  S&.  S&.  96.  99. 118.  and  Sid. 

>  Ia  9MBe  papen  eommunicated  for  the  baMfil  <tf  this  Hrerlc,  thiftf  if 
written  here  the  name  of  nr  Uxxaapkry  MaaeuXf  vMdi  theedkidr  tia*^ 
scribes  with  some  reluctance,  though  hersaU^kaowviMy  more  c^Mai  »lw» 
of  Monoeulusy  who  is  mentioaed  apin  net  muck  to  loa  honour,  TMir, 
Na  56.    See  Tatler,  No.  36.  and  note^  and  No,  75. 
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as  much  as  he  mocked  that  of  Africanus  and  Mono-^ 
cuius. 

ST.  James's  coffee-house,  july  1^ 

This  day  arrived  here  three  mails  from  Holland^ 
with  advices  relating  to  the  af&drs  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, which  say,  that  the  confederate  army  extends 
from  Louchin,  on  the  causeway  between  Tournay 
and  Lisle,  to  Epain,  near  Montague  on  the  Scheld* 
The  marshal  Villars  remains  in  his  camp  at  Lens  j 
but  it  is  said,  he  detached  ten  thousand  men  under 
the  command  of  the  chevalier  de  Luxemberg,  with 
orders  to  form  a  camp  at  Crepin  on  the  Haine,  be- 
tween Conde  and  St.  Guillan,  where  he  is  to  be 
joined  by  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  with  a  body  of 
troops,  and  after  their  conjunction,  to  attempt  to 
march  into  Brabant*  But  they  write  from  Brussels, 
that  the  duke  of  Marlborough  having  it  equally  in  his 
power  to  make  detachments  to  the  same  parts,  they 
are  under  no  apprehensions  from  these  reports  for 
the  safety  of  their  country.  They  farther  add  from 
Brussels,  that  they  have  good  authority  for  believing 
that  the  French  troops  under  the  conduct  of  the 
marshal  de  Bezons  are  retiring  out  of  Spain. 

*^*  This  paper,  with  a  blank  leaf  to  write  businesis 
on,  may  be  had  of  J.  Morphew,  near  Stationers'-hall^ 

f  If  At  Mr.  Skinner's  booth,  in  Stourbridge  fair,  Sept.  25, 1697 ;  from  the 
date  hefeof,  till  Michadmas  day  next  inchisiTe,  to  be  sold  a  select  colleo 
tion  of  books,  &c  At  which  place  all  scholars,  gentlemen,  and  others, 
may  be  accomodated  with  books  in  exchange  for  others.  Signed,  F.  Hub« 
bert,  and  Sam.  Ravenshaw.    Harl.  MSS.  Bagford's  Coll.  5979. 

y  Probably  the  paper  was  raised  to  three  half-pence  at  this  time* 


VOL.  I. 
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No.  37.     TUESDAY,  July  5,  1709.* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines-^ 

— noitri  est  farrago  libelU,  Jut.  Sat.  i.  85, 96. 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seiz^  for  its  theme.  P. 


By  Mrs,  Jekny  Distaff,  Half-sister  to  Mr.  Bickek- 

STAFF. 

white's  chocolate-house,  JULY  9. 

It*  may  be  thought  very  unaccountable,  that  I,  who 
can  never  be  supposed  to  go  to  White's,  should  pre- 
tend to  talk  to  you  of  matters  proper  for,  or  in  the 
style  of,  that  place.  But  though  1  never  visit  these 
public  haunts,  I  converse  with  those  who  do ;  and  for 
all  they  pretend  so  much  to  the  contrary,  they  are  as 
tal^tive  as  our  sex,  and  as  much  at  a  loss  to  enter- 
tain the  present  company,  without  sacrificing  the  last, 
as  we  ourselves.  This  reflection  has  led  me  into  the 
consideration  of  the  use  of  speech ;  and  made  me 
look  over  in  my  memory  all  my  acquaintance  of  both 
sexes,  to  know  to  which  I  may  more  justly  impute 
the  sin  of  superfluous  discourse  in  regard  to  conver- 
sation, without  entering  into  it,  as  it  respects  religion. 
I  foresee  my  acquaintance  will  immediately,  upon 
starting  this  subject,  ask  me,  how  I  shall  celebrate 

*  Steele's. 
>  Tout  cet  article  est  fort  mysterieux.  L'auteur,  qui  n'osoit  encore  par- 
ler  aussi  clairement  qu'il  le  fit  dans  la  suite,  se  cacha,  et  se  contraignit 
d'abord.  Des  que  preliminaires  de  la  paix  gen^rale  eurent  ecouchee  in 
1709,  les  Toris  commencerent  a  lever  la  tete,  et  leur  predicateurs  se  don- 
nerent  le  mot  pour  reprecher  I'obeissance  passive.  Cet  discours,  dont  le 
but  etoit  d'animer  les  peuples,  et  de  troubler  I'etat,  ne  manquerent  pas  en 
peu  de  terns,  de  produire  ce  mauvais  eflfet,  et  les  gens  edair^s  previrent 
aussi-tot  k  qupi  abouteroit  ce  vacarme.    Babillard. 
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Mrs.  Alse  Copswood  %  the  Yorkshire  huntress,  who 
is  come  to  town  lately,  and  moves  as  if  she  were  on 
her  nag,  and  going  to  take  a  five-bar  gate  ;  and  is  as 
loud  as  if  she  were  following  her  dogs  ?  I  can  easily 
answer  that ;  for  she  is  as  soft  as  Damon,  in  compa- 
rison of  her  brother-in-law  ^  Tom  Bellfrey,  who  is 
the  most  accomplished  man  in  this  kingdom  for  all 
gentleman-like  activities  and  accomplishments.  It  is 
allowed,  that  he  is  a  professed  enemy  to  the  Italian 
performers  in  music.  But  then  for  our  own  native 
manner,  according  to  the  customs  and  known  usages 
of  our  island,  he  is  to  be  preferred,  for  the  generality 
of  the  pleasure  he  bestows,  much  before  those  fel- 
lows %  though  they  sing  to  full  theatres.  For  what 
is  a  theatrical  voice  to  that  of  a  fox-hunter  ?  I  have 
been  at  a  musical  entertainment  in  an  open  field, 
where  it  amazed  me  to  hear  to  what  pitches  the  chief 
masters  would  reach.  There  was  a  meeting  near  our 
seat  in  Stafibrdshire,  and  the  most  eminent  of  all  the 
counties  of  England  were  at  it.  ^  How  wonderful 
was  the  harmony  between  men  and  dogs !     Robin 

^  L'auteur  represente  ces  predicateurs  seditieux  sous  Timage  des  chas- 
seurs, k  cause  de  bruit  que  font  les  uns  et  les  autres.  II  mele  k  cela  des 
choses  etrangeres  a  sa  vue  principale,  a  fin  de  la  mieux  deguiser.  Par  lar 
*  Chasseuse  du  Nord'  il  designe  le  '  Dr.  Jean  Sharpe,'  aiors  Archeveque 
d'York,  auquel  on  a  impute  d'avoir  6t^,  dans  les  demiers  terms,  fort  Jaco- 
bite, et  de  n'avoir  pas  meme  peu  contribu^  k  gater  la  Reine.    Babilla^d. 

This  Prelate  died  in  1715,  as  appears  from  a  paper  in  the  Examiner, 
which  entirely  consists  of  an  account  of  his  death  and  character.  See  Ex- 
aminer,, vol.  iv.  No.  22. 

b  n  s'agit  ici  du  ^  Dr.  Offspring  Blackali'  Eveque  d*£xeter,  qid  ayoit 
toutes  les  manieres  d'un  ecolier,  ou  d*un  homme  de  Tautre  monde. 

«  Ce  sont  les  pretendus  prophetes,  la  plupart  etrangers,  et  orifiinaires  des 
Cevennes,  qui,  depuis  quelque  tems,  avoient  fait  beaucoup  de  bruit  k  Loiv> 
dres,  et  contre  lesquels  '  M.  Blaekail'  fit  un  sermon  qui  fut  imprim^  pir 
ordre  de  la  Reine,  et  dont  on  parle  beaucoup.  Les  Anglois  ne  sont  pas 
ennemis  des  revolutions;  mais  ils  n'aiment  pas  que  les  etrangers  se  m^ent 
de  leurs  affaires,  &c.    Babillard. 

^  *  Who  can  come  in  and  say  that  I  mean  him. 
When  such  a  one  as  he,  such  is  his  nei^bOur  ?* 

SHAOPEigUB. 

y  2 
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Cartail  of  Bucks  was  to  answer  to  Jowler  ;  Mr.  Tin- 
breast  of  Cornwall,  was  appointed  to  open  with  Sweet- 
lips,  and  Beau  Slimber,  a  Londoner,  undertook  to 
keep  up  with  Trips,  a  whelp  just  set  in  :  Tom  Bell- 
frey  and  Ringwood  were  coupled  together^  to  fill  the 
cry  on  all  occasions,  and  be  in  at  the  death  of  the 
fox%  hare,  or  stag  ;  for  which  both  the  dog  and  the 
man  were  excellently  suited,  and  loved  one  another, 
and  were  as  much  together,  as  Banister  and  King. 
When  Jowler  first  alarmed  the  field,  Cartail  repeated 
every  note  ;  Sweetlips^s  treble  succeeded,  and  shook 
the  wood  J  Tinbreast  echoed  a  quarter  of  a  mile  be- 
yond it.  We  were  soon  after  all  at  a  loss,  till  we 
rode  up,  and  found  Trips  and  Slimber  at  a  default  in 
half  notes  :  but  the  day  and  the  tune  were  recovered 
by  Tom  Bellfrey  and  Ringwood,  to  the  great  joy  of 
us  all,  though  they  drowned  every  other  voice :  for 
Bellfrey  carries  a  note  four  furlongs,  three  roods,  and 
six  paces,  farther  than  any  other  in  England. 

I  fear  the  mention  of  this  will  be  thought  a  digres- 
sion from  my  purpose  about  speech :  but  I  answer, 
no.  Since  this  is  used  where  speech  rather  should  be 
employed,  it  may  come  into  consideration  in  the 
same  chapter;  for  Mr.  Bellfrey  being  at  a  visit 
where  I  was,  viz.  his  cousin's  (lady  Dainty's)  in  Soho, 
was  asked,  what  entertainments  they  had  in  the 
country?  Now,  Bellfrey  is  very  ignorant  and 
much  a  clown  ;  but  confident  withal.  In  a  word,  he 
Struck  up  a  fox-chase  j  lady  Dainty's  dog,  Mr.  Sip- 

«  Le  poete  '  Jonson'  a  ecrit  iine  comedie  intitule  *  Volpone,'  ou  '  le 
Renard.'  Le  principal  personnage  en  est  un  roaitre  fripon.  Ce  nom  de 
•  Volpone*  ou  *  Renard'  fut  celui  que  les  T<mts  donnerent  k  *  My  lord 
Godolphin'  grand  tr^rier,  <U8  qae  Pan  1703.  fl  les  abandonna  dans  le 
projet  de  leur  acte  iavorie  contre  la  confcmnk^  occasionelle.    Babillard. 

<  A  poor  nick-name  borrowed  from  an  old  play  of  Ben  Jonson,  and 
mentioned  in  a  sermon  without  any  particular  application  (was  supposed  to 
mean  Lord  Godolphin)  and  BEiade  use  of  as  a  motive  to  spur  an  impeach- 
m^M.  •  Examiner,  vol.  i.  No.  26. 
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pet,  as  she  calls  him,  started,  jumped  out  of  bis  lady^s 
lap,  and  fell  a  barkings  Bellfrey  went  on,  and  called 
all  the  neighbouring  parishes  into  the  square.  Never 
was  woman  in  such  confusion  as  that  delicate  lady. 
But  there  was  no  stopping  her  kinsman.  A  room 
full  of  ladies  fell  into  the  most  violent  laughter :  my 
lady  looked  as  if  she  was  shrieking  ^  Mr.  Sippet  in 
the  middle  of  the  room,  breaking  his  heart  with  bark- 
ing, but  all  of  us  unheard.  As  soon  as  Bellfrey  be- 
came silent,  up  gets  my  lady,  and  takes  him  by  the 
arm,  to  lead  him  off;  Bellfrey  was  in  his  boots.  As 
she  was  hurrying  him  away,  his  spurs  take  hold  of  her 
petticoat ;  his  whip  throws  down  a  cabinet  of  china : 
he  cries,  *  What !  are  your  crocks  rotten  ?  are  your 
petticoats  ragged  ?  a  man  cannot  walk  in  your  house 
for  trincums.' 

Every  county  of  Great  Britain  has  one  hundred  or 
more  of  this  sort  of  fellows,  who  roar  instead  of 
speaking.  Therefore,  if  it  be  true,  that  we  women 
are  also  given  to  greater  fluency  of  words  than  is 
necessary,  sure,  she  that  disturbs  but  a  room  or  a 
family,  is  more  to  be  tolerated,  than  one  who  draws 
together  parishes  and  counties,  and  sometimes  (with 
an  estate  that  might  make  him  the  blessing  and 
ornament  of  the  world  around  him)  has  no  other 
view  and  ambition,  but  to  be  an  animal  above  dogs 
and  horses,  without  the  relish  of  any  one  enjoyment 
which  is  pecuKar  to  the  faculties  of  human  nature.  I 
know  it  will  here  be  said,  that  talking  of  mere  coun- 
try squires  at  this  rate,  is,  as  it  were,  to  write  against 
Valentine  or  Orson  ^  To  prove  any  thing  against 
the  race  of  men,  you  must  take  them  as  they  are 
adorned  with  education ;  as  they  live  in  courts,  or 
have  received  instructions  in  colleges. 

But  I  am  so  full  of  my  late  entertainment  by  Mr, 

'  See  the  •  Reliques  of  ancient  English  Poetry,'  vol.  iii.  p.SW.    F. 
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Bellfrey,  that  I  must  defer  pursuing  this  subject  to 
another  day ;  and  wave  the  proper  observations  upon 
the  different  offenders  in  this  kind,  some  by  profound 
eloquence  on  small  occasions,  others  by  degrading 
speech  upon  great  circumstances.  Expect,  therefore, 
to  hear  of  the  whisperer  without  business,  the  laugher 
without  wit,  the  complainer  without  receiving  injuries, 
and  a  very  large  crowd,  which  I  shall  not  forestal, 
who  are  common  (though  not  commonly  observed) 
impertinents,  whose  tongues  are  too  voluble  for  their 
brains,  and  are  the  general  despisers  of  us  women, 
though  we  have  their  superiors,  the  men  of  sense,  for 

our  servants. 

*  «   « 

will's  coffee— house  8,  JULY  5. 

A  VERY  ingenious  gentleman  was  complaining  this 
evening,  that  the  players  are  grown  so  severe  critics, 
that  they  would  not  take  in  his  play,  though  it  has  as 
many  fine  things  in  it  as  any  play  that  has  been  writ 
since  the  days  of  Mr.  Dryden.  He  began  his  dis- 
course about  his  play  with  a  preface. 

*  There  is,  said  he,  somewhat  (however  we  palliate 
it)  in  the  very  frame  and  make  of  us,  that  subjects 
our  minds  to  chagrin  and  irresolution  on  any  emer- 
gency of  time  or  place.  The  difficulty  grows  on  our 
sickened  imagination,  under  all  the  killing  circum- 
stances of  danger  and  disappointment.  This  we  see, 
not  only  in  the  men  of  retirement  and  fancy,  but  in 
the  characters  of  the  men  of  action ;  with  this  only 
difference,  the  coward  sees  the  danger,  and  sickens 
under  it ;  the  hero,  warmed  by  the  difficulty,  dilate^ 
and  rises  in  proportion  to  that,  and  in  some  sort 
makes  use  of  his  very  fears  to  disarm  it.  A  remaric- 
jjble  instance  of  this  we  have  in  the  great  Caesar, 

t  This  article  is  omitted  in  the  first  octavo,  having  been  curtailed  hj 
Steele  himself 
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when  he  came  to  the  Rubicon,  and  was  entering  upon 
a  part,  perhaps,  the  most  hazardous  he  ever  bore 
(certainly  the  most  ungrateful)  a  war  with  his  coun- 
trymen. When  his  mind  brooded  over  personal 
affironts,  perhaps  his  anger  burned  with  a  desire  of 
revenge.  But  when  more  serious  reflections  laid  be- 
fore him  the  hazard  of  the  enterprize,  with  the  dis- 
mal consequences  which  were  likely  to  attend  it, 
aggravated  by  a  special  circumstance,  *  What  figure 
it  would  bear  in  the  world,  or  how  be  excused  to  pos- 
terity !     What  shall  he  do  ?* His  honour,  which 

was  his  religion,  bids  him  arm  ;  and  he  sounds  the 
inclinations  of  his  party,  by  this  set  speech : 

C^sAR  TO  HIS  Party  at  the  Rubicon. 

Great  Jove  1  attend,  and  thou  my  native  soil. 
Safe  in  my  triumphs,  glutted  in  my  spoil; 
Witness  with  what  rehictance  I  oppose 
My  arms  to  thine,  secure  of  other  foes. 
Whiit  passive  breast  can  bear  disgrace  like  mine  ? 
Traitor  I — For  this  I  conquer'd  on  the  Rhine, 
Endur'd  their  ten  years'  drudgery  in  Gaul, 
Adjourn'd  their  fate,  and  sav'd  the  Capitol. 
I  grew  by  every  guilty  triumph  less ; 
The  crowd,  when  drunk  with  joy,  their  souls  express, 
Impatient  of  the  war,  yet  fear  success. 
Brave  actions  dazzle  with  too  bright  a  ray. 

Like  birds  obscene  they  chatter  at  the  day ; 

Giddy  with  rule,  and  valiant  in  debate. 
They  throw  the  die  of  war,  to  save  the  state. 

And  Gods !  to  gild  ingratitude  with  fame, 

Assume  the  patriot's,  we  the  rebel's  name. 

Farewel,  my  friends,  your  general  forlorn. 

To  your  bare  pity,  and  the  public  scorn. 

Must  lay  that  honour  and  his  laurel  down, 

To  serve  the  vain  caprices  of  the  gown ; 

Expos'd  to  all  indigniUes,  the  brave 

Deserve  of  those  they  gloried  but  to  save. 
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Tq  rods  and  axe&  I-^No»  the  alayes  ciox't  dare 
Play  with  my  grief,  and.  tempt  my  last  despair. 
This  shall  the  honours  which  it  won  maintain. 
Or  do  me  justice,  ere  I  hug  my  chain  \ 

ST.  JAMEs'g  COIFES-HOUSE,  JVLT  4. 

There  has  arrived  no  mail  sir^ce  our  last ;  so  that  we 
have  no  manner  of  foreign  news,  except  we  were  to 
give  you  for  such,  the  many  speculations  which  are 
on  foot  concerning  what  was  iinported  by  the  last 
advice$.  There  are,  it  seems,  sixty  battalicms  and 
seventeen  squadrons  appointed  to  serve  in  thq  siege 
of  Tournay  j  the  garrison  of  which  place  consists  of 
but  eleven  battalions  and  four  squadrons.  Letters  of 
the  29th  of  the  last  month  from  Berlin,  have  brought 
advice,  that  the  kings  of  Denmark  and  Prussia,  and 
his  majesty  Augustus,  were  within  few  days  to  come 
to  an  interview  at  Potsdam.  These  letters  mention, 
that  two  Polish  princes,  of  the  family  of  Sapieha  and 
Lubermirsky,  lately  arrived  from  Paris,  confirm  the 
reports  cf  the  misery  in  France  for  want  of  pro- 
visions, and  give  a  particular  instance  of  it ;  which 
is,  that  on  the  day  monsieur  RouiQ^  returned  to  court, 
the  common  people  gathered  in  crowds  about  the 
dauphin's  coach,  cr}^ing,  •  Peace  and  bread,  bread 
and  peace.* 

*^*  Mrs.  Distaff  has  taken  upon  her,  while  she 
writes  this  paper,  to  turn  her  thoughts  wholly  to  the 
service  of  her  own  sex,  and  to  propose  remedies 
against  the  greatest  ve^cationa  attending  fei^ale  life. 

^  From  what  play  thk  is  a  quotation,  or  wbelltopit  really-  aMudes  to  aoy 
play,  the  editor  has,  not  yet  been  abW  to  leam.  iHit  the  reason  for  can* 
Celling  it,  when  these  papeiTS  werQ  republisl|e<^  ia  v^  ob¥iiou$ ;  ^r,  being 
printed  by  Steele,  it  wovlc^  naturally  1^  applied  to  the  circuyistances  in 
which  the  duke  of  Marlborough  was  at  that  time.  This  reason,  which 
operates  now  no  more,  ought  certainly  to  have  prevented  its  first  publica- 
tion. See  a  curious  note  ffom  Ikfacpherson,  coneeming  MarkNiHKNfigh's 
ppwer^in  the  Supp^eoieBt  to  Swift'b  Wer^s,  voL  i.  p.  179.    ^ 
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She  has  for  this  end  written  a  small  treatise  concern- 
ing the  Second  Word,  with  an  appendix  on  the  use 
of  a  Reply,  very  proper  for  all  such  as  are  married  to 
persons  either  ill*bred  or  ill-natured.  There  is  in  this 
tract  a  digression  for  the  use  of  virgins,  concerning 
the  words,  /  will. 

A  gentlewoman  who  has  a  very  delicate  ear^  wanta 
a  maid  who  can  whisper^  and  help  her  in  the  govern-* 
ment  of  her  family.  If  the  said  servant  can  clear- 
starch, lisp,  and  tread  softly,  she  shall  have  suitable 
encouragement  in  her  wages. 


No.  38.    THURSDAY,  July  7,  1709  * 

Quicquid  aguni  homines^ 

—  noitri  est  farrago  JibeUl.  Juv.  Sat.  i,  85,  S6. 

Wbate'er  men  doy  or  say,  or  think^  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme*  .  P. 


By  Mrs.  Jenny  Distaff,  Half-sister  to  Mr.  Bicker- 
staff. 

FBOM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  JULY  6. 

I  FIND  among  my  brother's  papers  the  following  letter 
verbatim^  which  I  wonder  how  he  could  suppress  so 
long  as  he  has,  since  it  was  sent  him  for  no  other  end^ 
but  to  show  the  good  effect  his  writings  have  already 
had  upon  the  ill  customs  of  the  age. 

<  SIR, 

*  The  end  of  all  public  papers  ought  to  be  the 
benefit  and  instruction,  as  well  as  the  diversion  of  the 
readers :  to  which  I  see  none  so  truly  conducive  as 
your  late  performances  ;  especially  those  tending  to 


♦  Steele's. 
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the  rooting  out  from  among  us  that  unchristian-like 
and  bloody  custom  of  Duelling;  which,  that  you 
have  already  in  some  measure  performed,  will  appear 
to  the  public  in  the  following  no  less  true  than  heroic 
story: 

*  A  noble  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  has  the 
honour  of  serving  his  country  as  major  in  the  Train- 
bands, being  at  that  general  mart  of  stock-jobbers, 
called  Jonathan's,  endeavouring  to  raise  himself  (as 
all  men  of  honour  ought)  to  the  degree  of  colonel  at 
least ;  it  happened  that  he  bought  the  Bear*  of  ano- 
ther officer,  who,  though  not  commissioned  in  the 
army,  yet  no  less  eminently  serves  the  public  than  the 
other,  in  raising  the  credit  of  the  kingdom,  by  raising 
that  of  the  stocks.     However,  having  sold  the  Bear, 
and  words  arising  about  the  delivery,  the  most  noble 
major,  no  less  scorning  to  be  outwitted  in  the  coffee- 
house, than  to  run  into  the  field,  according  to  method, 
abused  the  other  with  the  tides  of  rogue,  villian, 
bear-skin-man,  and  the  like.     Whereupon  satisfaction 
was  demanded,  and  accepted ;    so  forth  the  major 
marched,  commanding  his  adversary  to  follow.    To  a 
most  spacious  room  in  the  sheriff's  house,  near  the 
place  of  quarrel,  they  come  j  where,  having  due  re- 
gard to  what  you  have  lately  published  S  they  resolved 
not  to  shed  one  another's  blood  in  that  barbarous 
manner  you  prohibited ;  yet,  not  willing  to  put  up 
affi'onts  without  satisfaction,  they  stripped,  and  in  de- 
cent manner  fought  full  fairly  with  their  wrathful 
hands.     The  combat  lasted  a  quaiter  of  an  hour ;  in 
which  time  victory  was  often  doubtful,  and  many  a 
dry  blow  was  strenuously  laid  on  by  each  side,  till 

*  See  note  on  *  the  Bear-skin,'  Tatler,  No.  7.  See  also  Tatler,  Nos.  28. 
and  41. 

^  See  the  Papers  on  Duelling,  Tatler,  No.  25.  and  notes;  Nos.  36. 28. 
S9.  3U  and  39«  and  note. 
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the  major,  finding  his  adversary  obstinate,  unwilling 
to  give  him  farther  chastisement,  with  most  shrill 
voice  cried  out,  *  I  am  satisfied,  enough.*  Where- 
upon the  combat  ceased,  and  both  were  friends  im- 
mediately. 

*  Thus  the  world  may  see,  how  necessar}'  it  is  to 
encourage  those  men,  who  make  it  their  business  to 
instruct  the  people  in  every  thing  necessary  for  their 
preservation.  I  am  informed,  a  body  of  worthy 
citizens  have  agreed  on  an  address  of  thanks  to  you 
for  what  you  have  writ  on  the  foregoing  subject, 
whereby  they  acknowledge  one  of  their  highly  es- 
teemed ofiicers  preserved  from  death. 

*  Your  humble  servant, 

*  London,  June  25.'  *  A.  B.' 

I  fear  the  word  Bear'  is  hardly  to  be  understood 
among  the  polite  people  ;  but  I  take  the  meaning  to 
be,  that  one  who  insures  a  real  value  upon  an  imaginary 
thing,  is  said  to  sell  a  Bear,  and  is  the  same  thing  as 
a  promise  among  courtiers,  or  a  vow  between  lovers. 
I  have  writ  to  my  brother  to  hasten  to  town ;  and 
hope  that  printing  the  letters  directed  to  him,  which 
I  know  not  how  to  answer,  will  bring  him  speedily  ; 
and,  therefore,  I  add  also  the  following : 

*  ME.  BICKERSTAFF, 

*  You  having  hinted  a  generous  intention  of 
taking  under  your  consideration  the  whisperers  with- 
out business,  and  laughers  without  occasion ;  as  you 
tender  the  welfare  of  your  country,  I  entreat  you  not 
to  forget  or  delay  so  public-spirited  a  work.  Now 
or  never  is  the  time.  Many  other  calamities  may 
cease  with  the  war ;  but  I  dismally  dread  the  multi- 

^  *  You  never  heard  such  bellowing  about  the  town  of  the  state  of  the 
nation,  especially  among  the  sharpers,  sellers  of  bear-skins,  i.  e.  stock-job* 
bersy'&c    Swift's  Works,  yoI.  xx^  p.  34.    See  Tatler,  No.  7.  and  note. 
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plication  of  these  mortals  under  the  ease  and  lux- 
uriousness  of  a  settled  peace,  half  the  blessing  €£ 
which  may  be  destroyed  by  them.  Their  mistake  lies 
certainly  here,  in  a  wretched  belief,  that  their 
mimicry  passes  for  real  business,  or  true  wit.  Dear 
Sir,  convince  them,  that  it  never  was,  is,  or  ever  will 
be,  either  of  them ;  nor  ever  did,  does,  or  to  all 
futurity  ever  can,  look  like  either  of  them';  but  that 
it  is  the  most  cursed  disturbance  in  nature,  which  is 
possible  to  be  inflicted  on  mankind,  under  the  noble 
definition  of  a  sociable  creature.  In  doing  this,  Sir, 
you  will  oblige  more  humble  servants  than  can  find 
room  to  subscribe  their  names.' 

*  Jufy  5,  1709/ 

white's  chocolate-house,  JULY  6. 

In  pursuance  of  my  last  date  from  hence,  I  am  to 
proceed  on  the  accounts  I  promised  of  several  per- 
sonages among  the  men,  whose  conspicuous  fortunes, 
or  ambition  in  showing  their  follies,  have  exalted  them 
above  their  fellows :  the  levity  of  their  minds  is 
visible  in  their  every  word  and  gesture,  and  there  is 
not  a  day  passes,  but  puts  me  in  mind  of  Mr.  Wycher- 
ley's  character  of  a  Coxcomb  :  *  He  is  ugly  all  over 
with  the  affectation  of  the  fine  gentleman,'  Now 
though  the  women  may  put  on  softness  in  their  looks, 
or  affected  severity,  or  impertinent  gaiety,  or  pert 
smartness,  their  self-love  and  admiration  cannot,  under 
any  of  these  disguises,  appear  so  invincible  as  that  of 
the  men.  You  may  easily  take  notice,  that  in  all 
their  actions  there  is  a  secret  approbation,  either  in 
the  tone  of  their  voice,  the  turn  of  their  body,  or  cast 
of  their  eye,  which  shows  that  they  are  extremely  in 
their  own  £ivour. 

Take  one  of  your  men  of  business,  he  shall  keep 
you  half  an  hour  with  youx  hat  qH^  entertaining  you 
with  his  consideration  of  that  aikir  you  spoke  of  to 
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him  last,  till  he  has  drawn  a  crowd  that  observes 
you  in  this  grimace.  Then,  when  he  is  public  enough^ 
he  immediately  runs  into  secrets,  and  falls  a  whisper- 
ing. You  and  he  make  breaks  with  adverbs;  as, 
*  But,  however,  thus  far :'  and  then  you  whisper 
again,  and  so  on,  till  they  who  are  about  you  are 
dispersed,  and  your  busy-man's  vanity  is  no  longer 
gratified  by  the  notice  taken  of  what  importance  he 
is,  and  how  inconsiderable  you  are  ;  for  your  preten- 
der to  business  is  never  in  secret  but  in  public. 

There  is  my  dear  lord  No-where,  of  all  men  the 
most  gracious  and  most  obliging,  the  terror  of  Vakts 
de  Chamhrey  whom  he  oppresses  with  good  breeding, 
by  inquiring  for  my  good  lordj^  and  for  my  good 
lady's  health.  This  inimitable  courtier  will  whisper 
a  privy  counsellor's  lacquey  with  the  utmost  goodness 
and  condescension,  to  know  when  they  next  sit ;  and 
is  thoroughly  taken  up,  and  thinks  he  has  a  part  in  a 
secret,  if  he  knows  that  there  is  a  secret.  *  What  it 
is,'  he  will  whisper  you,  that  *  time  will  discover ;' 
then  he  shrugs,  and  calls  you  back  again  — *  Sir,  I 
need  not  say  to  you,  that  these  things  are  not  to  be 
spoken  of-- — and  harkee,  no  names,  I  would  not  be 
quoted.'  What  adds  to  the  jest  is,  that  his  emptiness 
has  its  moods  and  seasons,  and  he  will  not  condescend 
to  let  you  into  these  his  discoveries,  except  he  is  in 
very  good  humour,  or  has  seen  somebody  in  fashion 
talk  to  you.  He  will  keep  his  nothing  to  himself,  and 
pass  by  and  overlook  as  well  as  the  best  of  them  ;  not 
observing  that  he  is  insolent  when  he  is  gracious,  and 
obliging  when  he  is  haughty.  Show  me  a  woman  so 
inconsiderable  as  this  frequent  character. 

But  my  mind,  now  I  am  in,  turns  to  many  no  less 
observable  :  Thou  dear  WUl  Shoestring !  I  profess 
myself  in  love  with  thee !  how  shall  I  speak  thee  ? 
how  shall  I  address  thee?  how  shall  I  draw  thee? 
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thou  dear  Outside  !  WUl  you  be  combing  yourwig> 
playing  with  your  box,  or  picking  your  teeth?  or 
choosest  thou  rather  to  be  speaking  ;  to  be  speaking, 
for  thy  only  purpose  in  speaking,  to  show  your  teeth? 
Rub  them  no  longer,  dear  Shoestring" :  do  not  pre- 
meditate murder  :  do  not  for  ever  whiten.  Oh !  that 
for  my  quiet  and  his  own  they  were  rotten  ! 

But  I  will  forget  him,  and  give  my  hand  to  the 
courteous  Umbra.  He  is  a  fine  man  indeed,  but  the 
soft  creature  bows  below  my  apron-string,  before  he 
takes  it ;  yet,  after  the  first  ceremonies,  he  is  as  fami- 
liar as  my  physician,  and  his  insignificancy  makes  me 
half  ready  to  complain  to  him  of  all  I  would  to  my 
doctor.  He  is  so  courteous,  that  he  carries  half  the 
messages  of  ladies'  ails  in  town  to  their  midwives  and 
nurses.  He  understands  too  the  art  of  medicine  as  far 
as  to  the  cure  of  a  pimple,  or  a  rash.  On  occasions,  of 
the  like  importance,  he  is  the  most  assiduous  of  all  men 
living,  in  consulting  and  searching  precedents  from 
femily  to  family  ;  then  he  speaks  of  his  obsequious- 
ness  and  diligence  in  the  style  of  real  services.  If 
you  sneer  at  him,  and  thank  him  for  his  great  friend- 
ship, he  bows,  and  says,  ^  Madam»  all  the  good 
offices  in  my  power,  while  I  have  any  knowledge  or 
credit,  shall  be  at  your  service.'  The  consideration 
of  so  shallow  a  being,  and  the  intent  application  with 
which  he  pursues  trifles,  has  made  me  carefully  re- 
flect upon  that  sort  of  men  we  usually  call  an  Imper- 
tinent }  and  I  am,  upon  mature  deliberation,  so  far 
from  being  offended  with  him,  that  I  am  really  obliged 
to  him  J  for  though  he  will  take  you  aside,  and  talk 

^  Sir  William  Whitlocke,  knt  Member  for  Oxon,  Bencher  of  the  Mid' 
die  Temple :  he  is  the  learned  knight  mentioned,  Tatler,  No.  45.  and  note. 

P. 
—  "  If  he  be  free, 
Why  then  this  taxing  lik^  a  wild  goose  flies, 
Unclaim'd  of  any  man."  I^haksfeaiie. 
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half  an  hour  upon  matters  wholly  insignificant  with 
the  most  solemn  air,  yet  I  consider,  that  these 
things  are  of  weight  in  his  imagination,  and  he  thinks 
he  is  communicating  what  is  for  my  service.  If, 
therefore,  it  be  a  just  rule,  to  judge  of  a  man  by  his 
intention,  according  to  the  equity  of  good-breeding, 
he  that  is  impertinently  kind  or  wise,  to  do  you  ser- 
vice, ought  in  return  to  have  a  proportionable  place 
both  in  your  affection  and  esteem  ;  so  that  the  cour- 
teous Umbra  deserves  the  favour  of  all  his  acquaint- 
ance ;  for  though  he  never  served  them,  he  is  ever 
willing  to  do  it,  and  believes  he  does  it. 

As  impotent  kindness  is  to  be  returned  with  all 
our  abilities  to  oblige ;  so  impotent  itialice  is  to  be 
treated  with  all  our  force  to  depress  it.  For  this 
reason,  Fly-blow  (who  is  received  in  ail  the  families 
in  town,  through  the  degeneracy  and  iniquity  of 
their  manners)  is  to  be  treated  Uke  a  knave,  though 
he  is  one  of  the  weakest  of  fools :  he  has  by  rote,  and 
at  second-hand,  all  that  can  be  said  of  any  man 
of  figure,  wit,  and  virtue,  in  town.  Name  a  man  of 
worth,  and  this  creature  tells  you  the  worst  passage 
of  his  life.  Speak  of  a  beautiful  woman,  and  this 
puppy  will  whisper  the  next  man  to  him,  though  he 
has  nothing  to  say  of  her.  He  is  a  fly  that  feeds  on 
the  sore  part,  and  would  have  nothing  to  live  on  if 
the  whole  body  were  in  health.  You  may  know  him 
by  the  frequency  of  pronouncing  the  particle  but; 
for  which  reason  I  never  hear  him  spoke  of  with 
common  charity,  without  using  my  but  against  him  : 
for  a  friend  of  mine  saying  the  other  day,  *  Mrs.  Dis- 
taff has  wit,  good-humour,  virtue,  and  friendship  ;' 
this  oaf  added,  *  But  she  is  not  handsome.'  *  Cox- 
comb !  the  gentleman  was  saying  what  I  was,  not 
what  I  was  not.* 
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The  approaches  before  Toumay  have  been  carried 
on  with  great  success ;  and  our  advices  from  the 
camp  before  that  place  of  the  1 1th  instant  say,  that 
they  had  already  made  a  lodgment  on  the  glacis\ 
•Two  hundred  boats  were  come  up  the  Scheld  with 
the  heavy  artillery  and  ammunition,  which  would  be 
employed  in  dismounting  the  enemy's  defences,  and 
raised 'on  the  batteries  the  15th.  A  great  body  of 
miners  are  summoned  to  the  camp,  to  countermine 
the  works  of  the  enemy.  We  are  convinced  of  the 
weakness  of  the  garrison  by  a  certain  account,  that 
they  called  a  council  of  war,  to  consult  whether  it 
was  not  advisable  to  march  into  the  citadel,  and  leave 
the  town  defenceless.  We  are  assured,  that  when 
the  confederate  army  was  advancing  towards  the 
camp  of  marshal  Villars,  that  General  despatched  a 
courier  to  his  master  with  a  letter,  giving  an  account 
of  their  approach,  which  concluded  with  the  follow- 
ing words :  *  The  day  begins  to  break,  and  your 
Majesty's  anny  is  already  in  order  of  battle.  Before 
noon,  I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  congratulating 
your  Majesty  on  the  success  of  a  great  action  ;  and 
you  shall  be  very  well  satisfied  with  the  marshal 
Villars.* 

*^*  Mrs.  Distaff  hath  received  the  Dialogue  dated 
Monday  evening,  which  she  has  sent  forward  to  Mr. 
Bickerstaff  at  Maidenhead:  and  in  the  mean  time 
gives  her  service  to  the  parties. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  that  when  any  part  of  this  Paper 
appears  dull,  there  is  a  design  in  it. 

n  Glacis  is  a  term  in  fortification,  which  signifies  an  easy  insensible  de- 
clivity, and  more  especially,  a  mass  of  earth  serving  as  a  parapet  to  the 
covered  way,  sloping  gently  towards  the  level  on  thd  side  of  the  field. 
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Quicquid  agunt  homines  — 

—  nostti  est  farrago  libelli.         Juv.  Sat.  L  85,  86. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dreaixi) 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


By  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Esquire. 

GRECIAN  COFFEE-HOUSE)  JULY  7. 

As  I  am  called  forth  by  the  immense  love  I  bear 
to  my  fellow-creatures,  and  the  warm  inclination  I 
feel  within  me,  to  stem,  as  far  as  I  can,  the  prevailing 
torrent  of  vice  and  ignorance ;  so  I  cannot  more  pro- 
perly pursue  that  noble  impulse,  than  by  setting  forth 
the  excellence  of  virtue  and  knowledge  in  their  native 
and  beautiful  colours.  For  this  reason,  I  made  my 
late  excursion  to  Oxford,  where  those  qualities  ap- 
pear in  their  highest  lustre,  and  are  the  only  pretences 
to  honour  and  distinction.  Superiority  is  there  given 
in  proportion  to  men's  advancement  in  wisdom  and 
learning  ;  and  that  just  rule  of  life  is  so  universally 
received  among  those  happy  people,  that  you  shall 
see  an  earl  walk  bare-headed  to  the  son  of.  the  mean- 
est artificer,  in  respect  to  seven  years  more  worth  and 
knowledge  than  the  nobleman  is  possessed  of.  In 
other  places  they  bow  to  men's  fortunes,  but  here  to 
their  understandings.  It  is  not  to  be  expressed,  how 
pleasing  the  order,  the  discipline,  the  regularity  of 
their  lives,  is  to  a  philosopher,  who  has,  by  many 
years  experience  in  the  world,  learned  to  contemn 
every  thing  but  what  is  revered  in  this  mansion  of 
~  select  and  well-taught  spirits.     The  magnificence  of 


*  Steele's^  - 
VOt.  I.  2 
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their  palaces,  the  greatness  of  their  revenues,  the 
sweetness  of  their  groves  and  retirements,  seem 
equally  adapted  for  t^  residence  of  princes  and  philo- 
sophers ;  and  a  familiarity  with  objects  of  splendour, 
as  well  as  places  of  recQSS,  prepares  the  inhabitants 
with  an  equanimity  for  their  future  fortunes,  whether 
humble  or  illustrious.  How  was  I  pleased  when  I 
looked  round  at  St.  Mary's,  and  could,  in  the  faces 
of  the  ingenious  youth,  see  ministers  of  state,  chan- 
cellors, bishops,  and  judges.  Here  only  is  human 
life  !  Here  only  the  life  of  man  is  that  of  a  rational 
being !  Here  men  understand  and  are  employed  in 
works  worthy  their  noble  nature..  This  transitory 
being  passes  away  in  an  employment  not  unworthy  a 
future  state,  the  contemplation  of  the  great  decrees 
of  Providence.  Each  man  lives  as  if  he  were  to  an- 
swer the  questions  made  to  Job,  *  Where  wast  thou 
when  I  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ?  Who  shut 
up  the  sea  with  doors,  and  said,  *  Hitherto  shalt  thou 
come,  and  no  farther  ?'  Such  speculations  make  life 
agreeable,  make  death  welcome. 

But,  alas !  I  was  torn  from  this  noble  society  by 
the  business  of  this  dirty  mean  world,  and  the  cares 
of  fortune ;  for  I  was  obliged  to  be  in  London 
against  the  seventh  day  of  the  term,  and  accordingly 
governed  myself  by  my  Oxford  almanack  %  and  came  ' 
last  night ;  but  find,  to  my  great  astonishment,  that 
this  ignorant  town  began  the  term  on  the  24th  of  the 
last  month,  in  opposition  to  all  the  learning  and 
astronomy  of  the  famous  University  of  which  I  have 
been  speaking ;  according  to  >vhich,  the  term  cer- 

o  The  humour  of  this  paper  is  not  peculiarly  restricted  to  the  Oxford 
Almanacky  for  the  year  1709;  it  is  equally  a{^licable  to  all  the  Oxford 
Almanacks  before  or  since  that  period,  being  founded  on  the  difference  be- 
cween  the  University  terms  and  the  law  terms,  just  as  obvious  then  ss  it 
18.  now,  as  may  be  seen,  by  comparing  the  Oxford  with  the  London 
Ahnanack.    See  Tatler,  No.  4J. 
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tainly  was  to  commence  on  the  1st  instant.  You  may 
be  sure  a  man,  who  has  turned  his  studies  as  I  have, 
could  not  be  mistaken  in  poirit  of  time  ;  for,  know- 
ing I  was  to  come  to  town  in  term,  I  examined  the 
passing  moments  very  narrowly,  and  called  an  emi- 
nent astronomer  to  my  assistance.  Upon  very  strict 
observation,  we  found,  that  the  cold  has  been  so  severe 
this  last  winter  (which  is  allowed  to  have  a  benumb- 
ing quality)  that  it  retarded  the  earth  in  moving  round 
from  Christmas  to  this  season  full  seven  days  and  two 
seconds.  My  learned  friend  assured  me  farther,  that 
the  earth  had  lately  received  a  shogg  from  a  comet 
that  crossed  its  vortex,  which,  if  it  had  come  ten 
degrees  nearer,  had  made  us  lose  this  whole  term. 
I  was  indeed  once  of  opinion  that  the  Gregorian 
computation  was  the  most  regular,  as  being  eleven  days 
before  the  Julian  ;  but  am  now  fully  convinced,  that 
we  ought  to  be  seven  days  after  the  chancellor  and 
judges,  and  eighteen  before  the  pope  of  Rome ;  and 
that  the  Oxonian  computation  is  the  best  of  the 
three. 

These  are  the  reasons  which  I  have  gathered  from 
^flosophy  and  nature  ;  to  which  I  can  add  other  cir- 
cumstances in  vindication  of  the  account  of  this 
learned  body  who  publish  this  almanack. 

It  is  notorious  to  philosophers,  that  joy  and  grief 
can  hasten  and  delay  time.  Mr.  Locke  is  of  opinion, 
that  a  man  in  great  misery  may  so  far  lose  his  mea- 
sure, as  to  think  a  minute  an  hour  ;  or  in  joy  make 
im  hour  a  minute.  Let  us  examine  the  present  case 
hy  this  rule,  and  we  shall  find,  that  the  cause  of  this 
general  mistake  in  the  British  nation,  has  been  the 
great  success  of  the  last  campaign,  and  the  following 
hopes  of  peace.  Stocks  ran  so  high  at  the  Exchange, 
that  the  citizens  had  gained  three  days  of  the  cout. 
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tiers ;  and  we  have  indeed  been  so  happy  all  this 
reign,  that  if  the  University  did  not  rectify  our  mis- 
takes, we  should  thi«k  ourselves  but  in  the  second 
year  of  her  present  majesty.     It  would  be  endless  to 
enumerate  the  many  damages  that  have  happened  by 
this  ignorance  of  the  vulgar.     All  the  recognizances 
within  the  diocese  of  Oxford  have  been  forfeited,  for 
not  appearing  on  the  first  day  of  this  fictitious  term. 
The  University  has  been  nonsuited  in  their  action 
against  the  booksellers  for  printing  Clarendon  in 
quarto.     Indeed,  what  gives  me  the  most  quick  con- 
cern, is  the  case  of  a  poor  gentleman,  my  friend,  who 
was  the  other  diy  taken  in  execution  by  a  set  of  ig- 
norant bailifis.     He  should,  it  seems,  have  pleaded  in 
the  first  week  of  term  ;  but  being  a  Master  of  Arts 
of  Oxford,  he  would  not  recede  from  the  Oxonian 
computation.     He  showed  Mr.  Broad  the  almanack, 
and  the  very  day  when  the  term  began ;  but  the 
merciless,  ignorant  fellow^  against  all  sense  and  learn- 
ing, would  hurry  him  away.   He  went  indeed  quietly 
enough  ;  but  he  has  taken  exact  notes  of  the  time  of 
arrest,  and  sufficient  witnesses  of  his  being  carried 
into  gaol ;  and  has,  by  advice  of  the  recorder  of  Ox- 
ford, brought  his  action  j  and  we  doubt  not  but  we 
shall  pay  them  off  with  damages,  and  blemish  the  re- 
putation of  Mr.  Broad.     We  have  one  convincing 
proof,  which  all  that  frequent  the  Courts  of  Justice 
are    witnesses    of:   the  dog  that  comes  constantly 
to  Westminster  on  the  first  day  of  the  term,   did 
not  appear  until  the  first  day  according  to  the  Ox- 
ford almanack ;  whose  instinct  I  take  to  be  a  bet- 
ter guide  than  men's  erroneous  opinions,  which  are 
usually  biassed  by  interest.     I  judge  in  this  case,  as 
king  Charles  the  second  victualled  his  navy  with  the 
bread  which  one  of  his  dogs  chose  of  several  pieces 
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thrown  before  him,  rather  than  trust  to  the  assevera- 
tions  of  the  victuallers.  Mr.  Cowper%  and  other 
learned  counsel,  have  already  urged  the  authority  of 
this  almanack  in  behalf  of  their  clients.  We  shall, 
therefore,  go  on  with  all  speed  in  our  cause ;  and 
doubt  not,  but  chancery  will  give  at  the  end  what  we 
lost  in  the  beginning,  by  protracting  the  term  for  us 
until  Wednesday  come  seven-night.  And  the  uni- 
versity  orator  shall  for  ever  pray,  &c. 

FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  JULT  7. 

The  subject  of  Duels '^  has,  I  find,  been  started  with 
so  good  success,  that  it  has  been  the  frequent  subject 
of  conversation  among  polite  men,  and  a  dialogue  of 
that  kind  has  been  transmitted  to  me  verbatim  as  fol- 
lows. The  persons  concerned  in  it  are  men  of  hon- 
our and  experience  in  the  manners  of  men,  and  have 
fallen  upon  the  truest  foundation,  as  well  as  searched 
the  bottom  of  this  evil : 

Mr.  Sage.  If  it  were  in  my  power,  every  man 
that  drew  his  sword,  unless  in  the  service,  or  purely 
to  defend  his  life,  person,  or  goods,  from  violence  (I 
mean  abstracted  from  all  punctos  or  whims  of  hon- 
our) should  ride  the  wooden  horse  in  the  Tilt-yard 
for  such  first  oflFence,  for  the  second  stand  in  the 
pillory^  and  for  the  third  be  prisoner  in  Bedlam  for 
life^  ' 

Col.  Plume.  I  remember  that  a  rencounter  or  duel 

P  Spencer  Cowper,  brother  to  the  first  earl  of  the  name,  at  that  dme  a 
celebrated  counsellor,  and  afterwards  chief  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas. 
His  noble  brother,  whilst  baron  Cowper  of  Wingham,  addressed  *  A  Let- 
ter to  Isaac  Bickerstaff^  esq.  occasioned  by  his  letter  to  the  Examiner.* 
Supplement  to  Swift's  •  Works,'  vol.i.  p.  15. 

4  See  Tatler,  No.  25.  and  notes ;  Nos.  8.  26.  29. 31.  and  38.  Spectator, 
Nos.  84.  97.  and  99.  Guardian,  Nos.  20.  129.  133.  and  161.  See  also 
Theatre,  Nos.  19.  and  26. 

'  See  Tatler,  No.  30.  and  note. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


343  XHE  TATl-ER.  No.  39. 

was  so  far  from  being  in  fashicMX  among  tbe  officers 
that  served  in  the  parliament-army,  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  as  disreputable,  and  as  great  an  impedi- 
ment to  advancement  in  the  service,  as  being  bashful 
in  time  of  action. 

Sir  Mark.  Yet  I  have  been  informed  by  some  cdd 
cavaliers,  of  famous  reputation  for  brave  and  gaQant 
men,  that  they  were  much  more  in  mode  among  their 
party  than  they  have  been  during  this  last  war. 

Col.  Plume.     That  is  true  too.  Sir. 

Mr.  Sage.  By  what  you  say,  gentlemen^  one  should 
think  that  our  present  military  officers  are  com^ 
pounded  of  an  equal  proportion  of  both  those  tempers  j 
since  duels  are  neither  quite  discountenanced,  nor 
much  in  vogue. 

Sir  Mark.  That  difference  of  temper  in  regard  to 
duels,  which  appears  to  have  been  between  the  court 
and  the  parliament-men  of  the  sword,  was  not,  I 
conceive,  for  want  of  courage  in  the  latter,  nor 
df  a  liberal  education,  because  there  were  some  of 
the  best  families  in  England  engaged  in  that  party ; 
but  gallantry  and  mode,  which  glitter  agreeably  tx> 
the  imagination,  were  encouraged  by  the  court,  as 
promoting  its  splendour ;  and  it  was  as  natural  that  the 
contrary  party,  who  were  to  recommend  themselves 
to  the  public  for  men  of  serious  and  solid  parts, 
should  deviate  from  every  thing  chimerical. 

Mr.  Sage.  I  have  never  read  of  a  duel  among  the 
Romans,  and  yet  their  nobility  used  more  liberty  with 
their  tongues  than  one  may  do  now  without  being 
challenged. 

Sir  Mark.  Perhaps  the  Romans,  were  of  opinion, 
that  ill  language  and  brutal  manners  reflected  only  on 
those  who  were  guilty  of  them ;  and  that  a  man's 
reputation  was  not  at  all  cleared  by  cutting  the  per- 
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son's  throat  who  had  reflected  upon  it :  but  the  cus- 
tom of  those  times  had  fixed  the  sca?idal  in  the 
action ;  whereas  now  it  lies  in  the  reproach. 

Mr.  Sage.  And  yet  the  only  sort  of  duel  thi^t  one 
can  conceive  to  have  been  fought  upon  motive  truly 
honourable  and  allowable^  was  that  betwe^  the 
Horatii  and  Curiatii* 

Sir  Mark.  Colonel  Plume,  pray,  what  was  the 
method  of  single  combat  in  your  time  among  the 
cavaliers  ?  I  suppose,  that  as  the  use  of  qlothes  con- 
tinues, though  the  fashion  of  them  has  been  mut^We ; 
so  duels,  though  still  in  use,  have  had  in  all  times 
their  particular  modes  of  performance^ 

Col.  Plume.  We  had  no  constant  rule,  but  gene- 
rally conducted  our  dispute  and  tilt  according  to  the 
last  that  had  happened  between  persons  of  reputation 
among  the  very  top  fellows  for  bravery  and  gallantry. 

Sir  Mark.  If  the  fashion  of  quarrelling  and  tilt- 
ing was  so  often  changed  in  your  time,  colqnel 
Plume,  a  man  might  fight,  yet  lose  his  credit  fw  want 
of  understanding  the  fashion. 

Col.  Plume.  Why,  sir  Mark,  in  l^e  beginning  of 
July  a  man  would  have  been  censured  for  want  of 
courage^  or  been  thought  indigent  of  the  true  notions 
of  honour,  if  he  had  put  up  words,  which,  in  the  end 
of  September  following,  one  could  not  resent  without 
passing  for  a  brutal  and  quarrelsome  fellow. 

Sir  Mark.  But;,  colonel,  were  duels  or  rencounters 
most  in  fashion  in  those  days  ? 

Col.  Plume.  Your  men  of  nice  honour.  Sir,  were 
for  avoiding  all  censure  of  advantage  which  they  sup- 
posed might  be  taken  in  a  rencounter ;  therefore  they 
used  seconds,  who  were  to  ^ee  that  all  wM  upon  the 
square,  and  make  a  faithful  report  of  the  whole  com- 
h9t  f  but  in  a  little  time  it  became  a  fashion  for  the 
seconds  to  fight,  and  I  will  tell  you  how  it  happened. 

Mr.  Sage.     Pwy  do,  colonel  Plume,  and  the  me- 
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thod  of  a  duel  at  that  time,  and  give  us  some  notion 
of  the  punctos  upon  which  your  nice  men  quarrelled 
in  those  days. 

Col.  Plume.  I  was  going  to  tell  you,  Mr.  Sage, 
that  one  comet  Modish  had  desired  his  friend  captain 
Smart's  opinion  in  some  affidr,  but  did  not  follow  it  ; 
upon  which  captain  Smart  sent  major  Adroit  (a  very- 
topping  fellow  of  those  times)  to  the  person  that  had 
slighted  his  advice.  The  Major  never  inquired  into 
the  quarrel,  because  it  was  not  the  manner  then 
among  the  very  topping  fellows ;  but  got  two  swords 
of  an  equal  length,  and  then  waited  upon  comet 
Modish,  desiring  him  to  choose  his  sword,  and  meet 
his  friend  captain  Smart.  Comet  Modish  came  with 
his  friend  to  the  place  of  combat ;  there  the  princi- 
pals put  on  their  pumps*,  and  stripped  to  their  shirts, 
to  show  that  they  had  nothing  but  what  men  of 
honour  carry  about  them,  and  then  engaged. 

Sir  Mark.     And  did  the  seconds  stand  by.  Sir  ? 

Col.  Plume.  It  was  a  received  custom  until  that 
time }  but  the  swords  of  those  days  being  pretty  long, 
and  the  principals  acting  on  both  sides  upon  the  de- 
fensive, and  the  morning  being  frosty,  major  Adroit 
desired  that  the  other  second,  ^ho  was  also  a  very 
topping  fellow,  would  try  a  thrast  or  two,  only  to 
keep  them  warm,  until  the  principals  had  decided  the 
matter,  which  was  agreed  to  by  Modish's  second,  who 
presentiy  whipt  Adroit  through  the  body,  disarmed 
him,  and  then  parted  the  principab,  who  had  received 
no  harm  at  all. 

Mr.  Sage.    But  was  not  Adroit  laughed  at  ? 

Col.  Plume.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  topping 
fellows  were  ever  after  of  opinion,  that  no  man,  who 
deserved  that  character,  could  serve  as  a  second,  with- 
out  fighting  i  and  the  Smarts  and  Modishes  finding 

>  See  Tatler,  No.  35.  and  notes. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


No.  S&.  THE  TATLER.  $i5 

their  account  in  it,  the  humour  took  without  opposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sage.  Pray,  Colonel,  how  long  did  that  fashion 
continue  ? 

Col.  Plume.  Not  long  neither,  Mr.  Sage ;  for  as 
soon  as  it  became  a  fashion,  the  very  topping  fellows 
thought  their  honour  reflected  upon,  if  they  did  not 
proffer  themselves  as  seconds  when  any  of  their  friends 
had  a  quarrel,  so  that  sometimes  there  were  a  dozen 
of  a  side. 

Sir  Mark.  Bless  me !  if  that  custom  had  con- 
tinued, we  should  have  been  at  a  loss  now  for  our  very 
pretty  fellows  ;  for  they  seem  to  be  the  proper  men 
to  officer,  animate,  and  keep  up  an  army.  But,  pray. 
Sir,  how  did  that  sociable  manner  of  tilting  grow  out 
of  mode? 

Col.  Plume.  Why,  Sir,  I  will  tell  you :  it  was  a 
law  among  the  combatants,  that  the  party  which 
happened  to  have  the  first  man  disarmed  or  killed, 
should  yield  as  vanquished:  which  some  people 
thought  might  encourage  the  Modishes  and  Smarts  in 
quarrelling  to  the  destruction  of  only  the  very  top- 
ping fellows ;  and  as  soon  as  this  reflection  was  started, 
the  very  topping  fellows  thought  it  an  incumbrance 
upon  their  honour  to  fight  at  all  themselves.  Since 
that  time  the  Modishes  and  the  Smarts,  throughout 
all  Europe,  have  extolled  the  French  king's  edict. 

Sir  Mark.  Our  very  pretty  fellows,  whom  I  take 
to  be  the  successors  of  the  very  topping  fellows,  think 
a  quarrel  so  little  fashionable,  that  they  will  not  be  ex- 
posed to  it  by  any  other  man's  vanity,  or  want  of 
sense. 

Mr.  Sage.  But,  Colonel,  I  have  observed  in  your 
account  of  duels,  that  there  was  a  great  exactness  in 
avoiding  all  advantage  that  might  possibly  be  between 
the  combatants^ 
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Coh  Plume.  That  »  true,  Sir  j  for  the  weapons^ 
were  always  equal. 

Mr.  Sage.  Yes,  Sir ;  but  suppose  an  active  adroit 
strong  man  had  insulted  an  awkward  or  a  feeble^  or 
an  unpractised  swordPs^man  ? 

CoL  Plume.    Then,  Sir,  they  fought  with  pistds* 

Mr.  Sage.  But,  Sir,  there  might  be  a  certain  ad<- 
vantage  that  way ;  for  a  good  marksman  will  be  sure 
to  hit  his  man  at  twenty  yards  distance ;  and  a  man 
whose  hand  shakes  (which  is  common  to  men  that 
debauch  in  pleasures,  or  have  not  used  pistols  out  of 
their  holsters)  will  not  venture  to  fire,  unless  he  touches 
the  person  he  shoots  at.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  one  can  get  no  honour  in  killing  a  man,  if  one 
has  it  all  rug^  as  the  gamesters  say,  when  they  have  a 
trick  to  make  the  game  secure,  though  they  seem  to 
play  upon  the  square. 

Sir  Mark.  In  truth,  Mr.  Sage,  I  think  such  a  fact 
must  be  murder  in  a  man's  own  private  conscience^ 
whatever  it  may  appear  to  the  world. 

Col.  Plume.  I  have  known  some  men  so  nice,  that 
they  would  not  fight  but  upon  a  cloak  with  pistols. 

Mr.  Stage.  I  believe  a  custom  well  established 
would  out-do  the  grand  monarch's  edicts 

Sir  Mark.  And  bullies  would  then  leave  oflTlheir 
long  swords.  But  I  do  not  find  that  a  very  pretty 
fellow  can  stay  to  change  his  sword  when  he  is  in* 
suited  by  a  bully  with  a  long  DiegQ  i  though  his  own 

t  See  Spectator,  Na  97. 

^  As  the  subduiiig  of  wev  m  the  grente^t  9et  mi  U^est  eajpaeky  of  the 
f  oul,  it  b  an  inexpreisible  pleasure  to  me,  that  while  I  am  tatting  of  Mw 
as  a  mere  private  man  and  an  humble  moralist,  the  legislature  of  my  coun- 
try has  it  among  their  present  deliberations  (An.  1720)  how  to  atmte  the 
haughtiness  of  man  towards  man^  by  a  law  agMntt  duelling, 

*  In  this  hopeful  way  is  this  great  work ;  and  it  is  no  small  coQSolatioa, 
that  ps  we  have  from  time  toi^ime  imitated  the  follies  of  France,  abnost  to 
our  ruin»  there  ara  now  hopes  of  following  that  nation,  in  the  one  thing* 
wherein  they  excel  us,  that  is  praise-worthy.    Steele, 
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at  the  same  time  be  no  longer  than  a  pen-knife ;  which 
will  certainly  be  the  case  if  such  little  swords  are  in 
mode.  Pray,  Colonel,  how  was  it  between  the  hectors 
of  your  time,  and  the  very  topping  fellows. 

Col.  Plume.  Sir,  long  swords  happened  to  be  gene- 
rally worn  in  those  times. 

Mr.  Sage.  In  answer  to  what  you  were  saying, 
sir  Mark,  give  me  leave  to  inform  you,  that  your 
knights-errant  (who  were  the  very  pretty  fellows  of 
those  ancient  times)  thought  they  could  uot  honour- 
ably yield,  though  they  had  fought  their  own  trusty 
weapons  to  the  stumps  ;  but  would  venture  as  boldly 
with  the  page's  leaden  sword^  as  if  it  had  been  (rf  en- 
chanted metal.  Whence,  I  conceive,  there  must  be 
a  spice  of  romantic  gallantry  in  the  composition  of 
that  very  pretty  fellow. 

Sir  Mark.  I  am  of  opinion,  Mr.  Sage,  that  fashion 
governs  a  very  pretty  fellow;  nature,  or  common 
sense,  your  ordinary  persons,  and  sometimes  men  of 
fine  parts. 

Mr.  Sage.  But  what  is  the  reason,  that  men  of  the 
most  excellent  sense  and  morals,  in  other  points,  as- 
sociate their  understandings  with  the  very  pretty 
fellows  in  that  chimera  of  a  Duel  ? 

Sir  Mark.  There  is  no  disputmg  agamst  so  great 
a  majority. 

Mr.  Sage.  But  there  is  one  scruple,  colonel  Plume, 
and  I  have  done.  Do  not  you  believe  there  may  be 
some  advantage  even  upon  a  cloak  with  pistols,  which 
a  man  of  nice  honour  would  scruple  to  take  ? 

Col.  Plume.  Faith,  I  cannot  tell.  Sir  j  but  since 
one  may  reasonably  suppose  that,  in  such  a  case, 
there  can  be  but  one  so  far  in  the  wrong  as  to  occa- 
sion matters  to  come  to  that  extremity,  I  think  the 
chance  of  being  killed  should  fall  but  on  one  j  whereas. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S48  THE  TATLER.  No.  S^. 

by  their  close  and  desperate   manner  of  fighting; 
it  may  very  probably  happen  to  both. 

Sir  Mark.  Why,  gentlemen,  if  they  are  men  of 
such  nice  honour,  and  must  fight,  there  will  be  no 
fear  of  foul  play,  if  they  threw  up  cross  or  pile  who 
should  be  shot*". 

^  When  the  Bill  to  prevent  Duelling  was  brought  into  Parliament,  sir- 
Richard  Steele  took  that  occasion  of  seconding  his  blow  against  the 
Duellists,  and  embraced  at  the  same  time  an  opportunity  of  doing  justice 
to  .one  of  his  corespondents  in  the  Tatler,  who  was  at  the  time  of  his  cor- 
respondence unknown  to  him.    See  Tatler,  No.  205.  and  note. 

Speaking  of  the  Bill  abovementionedyin  1720,  after  paying  a  compliment 
*  to  the  vigilance  and  care  of  our  Lawgivers,  in  endeavouring  thus  to  pro- 
vide proper  means  to  soften  the  dispositions  of  the  heart,  and  render  it  lea* 
susceptible  of  offence,  and  more  inclined  to  approbation,'  he  expresses 
himself  as  follows : 

*  I  can  hardly  conceive  a  more  laudable  act,  than  declaring  an  abhor- 
rence of  so  fashionable  a  crime,  which  weakness,  cowardice,  and  impatience 
of  the  reproach  of  fools,  have  brought  upon  reasonable  men.  This  sort  of 
behaviour  cannot  proceed  but  from  a  true  and  undaunted  courage ;  and  I 
cannot  but  have  in  great  veneration  a  generous  you  A,  who  in  public  de- 
clared his  assent  and  concurrence  to  this  law  by  sayings  that  in  i^nte  of  the 
prevalence  of  custom  *  he  triumphed  more  in  being  a  second  to  pre- 
vent, than  he  should  have  done,  in  being  one  to  promote  mnrder.'  A 
speech  thus  ingenuous  xould  come  only  from  an  heart  that  scorned  re- 
serves in  compliance  to  falsehood,  and  to  do  injury  to  truth. 

*  This  was  true  greatness  of  mind ;  and  the  man  who  did  it,  could  not 
possibly  do  \i  for  his  own  sake,  but  must  be  consdous  of  a  courage  suffi- 
cient for  his  own  defence,  who  could  thus  candidly,  at  his  time  of  lile» 
rescue  other  men  from  the  necessity  of  bearing  contempt,  or  dmng  an  ill 
action,'  &c.  Theatre,  No.  26.— N.  B.  In  the  Theatre,  No.  19.  too,  Steele 
has  thrown  together  some  excellent  thoughts,  relative  to  this  subject,  *  od 
the  passion  of  anger,  or  the  want  of  temper,  in  case  of  being  under  % 
of  wine,'  which  well  deserve  commendation,  and  a  serious  perusaL 
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No>40.     TUESDAY,  July  12,  1709.* 

Quicqtdd  agunt  homines  — 

—  nottri  est  farrago  UbeUi,  Jw.  Sat.  i.  85,  86, 

Whate*er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dreamy 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  P. 


will's  coffee-house,  JULY  -IK 

Letters  from  the  city  of  London  give  an  account  of 
a  very  great  consternation  that  place  is  in  at  present, 
by  reason  of  a  late  enquiry  made  at  Guildhall  % 
whether  a  noble  person  has  parts  enough  to  deserve 
the  enjo3anent  of  the  great  estate  of  which  he  is 
possessed  ?  The  city  is  apprehensive,  that  this  pre- 
cedent may  go  farther  than  was  at  first  imagined. 
The  person  against  whom  this  inquisition  is  set  up  by 
his  relations,  is  a  peer  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom, 
and  has  in  his  youth  made  some  few  bulls,  by  which 
it  is  insinuated,  that  he  has  forfeited  his  goods  and 
chattels.  This  is  the  more  astonishing,  in  that  there 
are  many  persons  in  the  said  city  who  are  still  more 
guilty  than  his  lordship,  and  who,  though  they  are 
idiots,  do  not  only  possess,  but  have  also  themselves 
acquired  great  estates,  contrary  to  the  known  laws 
of  this  realm,  which  vests  their  possessions  in  the 
crown. 

There  is  a  gentleman  in  the  coffee-house  at  this 
time  exhibiting  a  bill  in  chancery  against  his  father's 
younger  brother,  who  by  some  strange  magic  has  ar-» 
rived  at  the  value  of  half  a  plumb,  as  the  citizens  call 

♦  Steele's. 
'  '  n  9*agit  de  my  lord  Wenman,  qu'une  de  ses  parentes  voulut  faire  d^ 
darer  imbecille,  afin  d'ayoir  la  r%le  de  ses  biens.  La  Cour  trouva  I'affidre 
odieuse,  mantient  ce  seigneur,  et  I'affidre  ne  fit  pas  honneur  a  la  dame.  Les 
lords  Wenman  portent  le  titre  de  vicomte  de  Tuam,  dans  la  province  de 
Galway  en  Irlande.'    Babillard,  tome  ii.  art.  v. 
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an  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and  in  all  the  time  of 
growing  up  to  that  wealth,  was  never  known  in  any 
of  his  ordinary  words  or  actions  to  discover  any 
proof  of  reason.  Upon  this  foundation  my  friend 
has  set  forth,  that  he  is  illegally  master  of  his  coffers, 
and  has  writ  two  epigrams  to  signify  his  own  preten- 
sions and  sufficiency  for  spending  that  estate.  He 
has  inserted  in  his  plea  some  things  which  I  fear  will 
give  offence ;  for  he  pretends  to  argue,  that  though 
a  man  has  a  little  of  the  knave  mixed  with  the  fool, 
he  is  nevertheless  liable  to  the  loss  of  goods ;  and 
makes  the  abuse  of  reason  as  just  an  avoidance  of  an 
estate  as  the  total  absence  of  it.  This  is  what  can 
never  pass ;  but  witty  men  are  so  full  of  themselves, 
that  there  is  no  persuading  them  :  and  my  friend  will 
not  be  convinced,  but  that  upon  quoting  Solomon, 
who  always  used  the  word  fool  as  a  term  of  the  same 
signification  with  unjust,  and  makes  all  deviation 
frcim  goodness  and  virtue  to  <^ome  under  the  notion 
of  folly ;  I  say,  he  doubts  not  but  by  the  force  of 
this  authority,  let  his  idiot  uncle  appear  never  so 
great  a  knave,  he  shall  prove  him  a  fool  at  the  same 
time. 

This  affiiir  led  the  company  here*  into  an  examina- 
tion of  these  points;  and  none  coming  here  but  wits; 
what  was  asserted  by  a  young  lawyer,  that  a  lunatic 
is  in  the  care  of  the  chancery,  but  a  fool  in  tiiat  rf 
the  crown,  was  received  with  general  indignation. 
<  Why  that  ?'  says  old  Renault.  *  Why  that  ?  Why 
must  a  fool  be  a  courtier  more  than  a  madman  ?  This 
is  the  iniquity  of  this  dull  age.  I  remember  the 
time  when  it  went  on  the  mad  side'';  all  your  top- 
wits  were  scourers,  rakes,  roarers,  and  demolisihers  of 
windows.     I  knew  a  mad  lord,  who  was  drunk  five 

y  *  L'auteur  veut  parler  de  la  cour  de  Charles  IL  dont  la  debauche  fbt 
tres  grande  et  tres  publique.'    BabiUard,  ut  $iiprd. 
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years  together,  and  was  the  envy  of  that  age,  who  is 
faintly  imitated  by  the  dull  pretenders  to  vice  and 
madness  in  this.  Had  he  lived  to  this  day,  there  had 
not  been  a  fool  in  fashion  in  the  whole  kingdom/ 
When  Renault  had  done  speaking,  a  very  worthy  man 
assumed  the  discourse :  *  This  is,'  said  he,  *  Mr. 
Bickerstaff,  a  proper  argument  for  you  to  treat  of  in 
your  article  from  this  place  ;  and  if  you  would  send 
your  Pacolet  into  all  our  brains,  you  would  find,  that 
a  little  fibre  or  valve,  scarce  discernible,  makes  the 
distinction  between  a  politician  and  an  idiot.  We 
should,  therefore,  throw  a  veil  upon  those  unhappy 
instances  of  human  nature,  who  seem  to  breathe 
without  the  direction  of  reason  and  understanding, 
as  we  should  avert  our  eyes  with  abhorrence  from 
such  as  live  in  perpetual  abuse  and  contradiction  to 
these  noble  faculties.  Shall  this  unfortunate  matii  be 
divested  of  his  estate,  because  be  is  tractable  and  in- 
dolent, runs  in  no  man's  debt,  invades  no  main's  bed, 
«or  spends  the  esrtate  he  owes  his  children  and  his 
character  ;  when  one  who  shows  no  sense  above  him, 
but  in  sudi  pnurttses,  shall  be  esteemed  in  his  senses, 
and  possibly  may  pret^tid  to  the  guardianship  of  him 
who  is  no  ways  his  inferior,  but  in  being  less  wicked ! 
We  see  old  ^e  brings  its  indifferently  into  the  same 
impotence  of  soul,  wherein  nature  has  placed  this 
lord. 

There  is  sotmething  very  fantastical  in  the  distribu- 
tion a£  civil  power  and  capacity  among  men*  The 
law  certainly  givefe  these  persons  into  the  ward  and 
care  of  the  crown,  because  that  is  best  able  to  pro- 
tect them  from  injuries,  and  the  impositions  of  craft 
and  knavery ;  that  the  life  of  an  idiot  may  not  ruin 
the  intail  of  a  noble  house,  and  his  weakness  may  not 
frustrate  the  industry  or  capacity  of  the  founder  of 
his  family.     But  when  one  of  bright  parts,  as  we  say, 
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with  his  eyes  open,  and  all  men's  eyes  upon  him,  de- 
stroys those  purposes,  there  is  no  remedy.  Folly  and 
ignorance  are  punished !  folly  and  guilt  are  tolerated ! 
Mr.  Locke  has  somewhere^  made  a  distinction  be- 
tween a  madman  and  a  fool :  a  fool  is  he  that  from 
right  principles  makes  a  wrong  conclusion;  but  a 
madman  is  one  who  draws  a  just  inference  from  false 
principles.  Thus  the  fool  who  cut  off  the  fellow's 
head  that  lay  asleep,  and  hid  it,  and  then  waited  to 
see  what  he  would  say  when  he  awaked,  and  missed 
his  head-piece,  was  in  the  right  in  the  first  thought, 
that  a  man  would  be  surprised  to  find  such  an  altera- 
tion in  things  since  he  fell  asleep ;  but  he  was  a  little 
mistaken  to  imagine  he  could  awake  at  all  after  his 
head  was  cut  off.  A  madman  fancies  himself  a  prince ; 
but  upon  his  mistake,  he  acts  suitably  to  that  charac- 
ter ;  and  though  he  is  out  in  supposing  he  has  prin- 
cipalities, while  he  drinks  gruel,  and  lies  in  straw, 
yet  you  shall  see  him  keep  the  port  of  a  distressed 
monarch  in  all  his  words  and  actions.  These  two 
persons  are  equally  taken  into  custody :  but  what 
must  be  done  to  half  this  good  company,  who  every 
hour  of  their  life  are  knowingly  and  wittingly  both 
fools  and  madmen,  and  yet  have  capacities  both  of 
forming  principles,  and  drawing  conclusions,  with  the 
full  use  of  reason  ? 

FBOM  XT  OWN  APAKTMEKT,  JULY  11. 

This  evening  some  ladies  came  to  visit  my  sister 
Jenny ;  and  the  discourse,  after  very  many  frivolous 
and  public  matters,  turned  upon  the  main  point 
among  the  women,  the  passion  of  love\  Sappho, 
who  always  leads  on  this  occasion,  began  to  show  her 

*  Lockers  *  Essay  concerniiig  Human  UnderstandiDg.'  Lond.  edit.  1706, 
chap.  zii.  sect.  14,  page  94. 

«  See  Tatler,  No.  6.  and  note  on  Sappho ;  and  Tatler,  No.  55.  note  on 
Sagissa.  See  also  Guardian,  No.  SS,  and  note ;  Exammer,  toI.  iv.  No.  8.; 
and  Theatre,  No.  S6. 
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reading,  and  told  us,  that  sir  John  Suckling  and  Mil- 
ton had,  upon  a  parallel  occasion,  said  the  tenderest 
things  she  had  ever  read.  *  The  circumstance,'  said 
she,  *  is  such  as  gives  us  a  notion  of  that  protecting 
part,  which  is  the  duty  of  men  in  their  honourable  de- 
signs upon,  or  possession  of,  women.  In  Suckling's  tra- 
gedy  of  Brennoralt  he  makes  the  lover  steal  into  his 
mistress's  bedchamber,  and  draw  the  curtains  ;  then, 
when  his  heart  is  full  of  hef  charms,  as  she  lies  sleep- 
ing, instead  of  being  carried  away  by  the  violence  of 
his  desires  into  thoughts  of  a  Warmer  nature,  sleep, 
which  is  the  image  of  death,  gives  this  generous  lover 
reflections  of  a  different  kind,  which  regard  rather 
her  safety  than  his  own  passion.  For,  beholding  her 
as  she  lies  sleeping,  he  utters  these  words  t 

<  So  misers  look  upon  their  gold. 
Which,  while  they  joy  to  see,  they  fear  to  lose: 
The  pleasure  of  the  sight  scarce  equalling 
The  jealousy  of  being  dispossess'd  by  others^ 
Her  face  is  like  the  milky  way  i'th*  sky, 
A  meeting  of  gentle  lights  without  name !' 

*  Heav'ns  !  shall  this  fresh  ornament  of  the  world. 
These  precious  love-lines,  pass  with  other  common  thing» 
Amongst  the  wastes  of  time?  what  pity  t'were  ! 

*  When  Milton  makes  Adam  leaning  on  his  arm, 
beholding  Eve,  and  lying  in  the  contemplation  of  her 
beauty,  he  describes  the  utmost  tenderness  and 
guardian  affection  in  one  word : 

<  Adam,  with  looks  of  cordial  love. 
Hung  over  her  enamoured/ 

*  This  is  that  sort  of  passion  which  trufy  deserves 
the  name  of  love,  and  has  something  more  generous 
than  friendship  itself;  for  it  has  a  constant  care  of 
the  object  beloved,  abstracted  from  its  own  interests 
in  the  possession  of  it* 

VOL.  I.  A  A 
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Sappho  was  proceeding  on  the  sttlgect,  wh^  my 
.mter  produced  a  letter  sent  to  her  in  the  time  of  my 
absence,  in  celebration  of  the  marriage  state,  which 
is  the  condition  wherein  only  this  sort  of  pas£don 
reigns  in  full  authority.     The  epistle  is  as  fdilows : 

*  DEAR  MADAM, 

*  Your  brother  being  absent,  1  dare  take 
the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  my  thoughts  of  that 
state,  which  our  whole  sex  either  is,  ot  desires  to  be  in. 
You  will  easily  guess  I  mean  matrimony,  which  I  hear 
so  much  decried,  that  it  was  with  no  small  labour  I 
maintained  my  ground  against  two  opponents;  but^ 
as  your  brother  observed  of  Socrates,  I  drew  them 
into  my  conclusion,  from  their  own  concessions  j  thus  i 

<  In  marriage  are  tw6  happy  things  allow'd, 
A  wife  in  wedding-sheets,  and  in  a  shroud. 
How  can  a  marriage-state  then  be  accurs'd. 
Since  the  last  day's  as  happy  as  th$  first  ? 

*  If  you  think  they  were  too  easily  confuted,  yott 
may  conclude  them  not  of  the  first  sense,  by  their 
talking  against  marriage.     Yours, 

*  Mariana.^ 

I  observed  Sappho  began  to  redden  at  this  epistle ; 
and  turning  to  a  lady,  who  was  playing  with  a  dog 
she  was  so  fond  of  as  to  carry  him  abroad  with  her  j 
•  Nay,*^  says  she,  *  I  cannot  blame  the  men  if  they 
have  mean  ideas  of  our  souls  and  aflfections,  and  won- 
der so  many  are  brought  to  take  us  for  companions 
for  life,  when  they  see  our  endearments  so  triflingly 
placed :  frav  to  my  knowledge,  Mr,  Truqtian  would 
give  half  his  estate  for  half  the  affection  you  have 
shown  to  that  Shock :  nor  do  I  believe  you  W<iuld  be 
t  ashamed  to  confess,  that  I  saw  you  cry  wh^n  he  had 
the  colic  last  week  with  lappiing  sour  milk*  .  W]Mt 
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inore  conld  you  do  for  your  lover  himself?^  *  What 
more!'  replied  the  lady.  *  There  is  riot  a  man  iri 
England  for  whom  I  could  lament  half  so  much/ 
Then  she  stifled  the  animal  with  kissed,  and  called 
him  beau,  life,  dear,  monsieur,  pretty  fellow,  and  what 
not,  in  the  hurry  of  her  impertinence*  Sappho  rose 
iip;  as  she  always  does  at  any  thing  she  observes^ 
done,  which  discovers  in  her  own  sex  a  levity  of  mind, 
which  renders  them  inconsiderable  in  the  opinion  of 
oursrf 

No.  4f .    THURSDAY,  July  14,  l7og .♦ 


^T-Celehrarf  doweMtka  facttu  Hoft.  Ars  Po^<  v.  2ii* 

*  To  cekbrnt^  domestic  deeds.*  N^ 


white's  CHOCOtATE-ItOUSX,  JUtY  l2t 

l^HBEB  is  no  one  thiiig  more  to  be  lamented  in  out 
nation,  than  their  general  affectation  of  every  thing 
that  is  foreign  j  nay,  we  carry  it  so  far,  that  we  are 
more  anxious  for  our  own  countrymen  when  they 
have  crossed  the  seas,  than  when  we  see  them  ip  the 
same  dangerous  condition  before  our  eyes  at  home  i 
else  how  is  it  possible,  that  on  the  29th  of  the  last 
inonth,  there  should  have  been  a  battie  fought  in  our 
vary  streets  of  London,  and  nobody  at  this  end  of  th^ 
town  have  heard  of  it  ?  I  protest,  I,  who  make  it  my 
business  to  inquire  after  adventures,  should  new 
have  known  this,  had  not  the  following  account  bee© 
sent  me  inclosed  in  a  letter.  This,  ij  seejns,  is  the  way 
way  of  giving  out  of  orders  in  the  Artillery-company'^j 
$nd  they  prepare  for  a  day  of  action  with  so  little 
concerui  as  only  to  call  it,  *  An  Exercise  of  Arms/ 

*  Stejble'& 
'^Tatler,  No.  28.  and  note;  and  No.  38.    See  also  '  Harlaan  Mlicel« 

A  aS 
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«  An  Exereise  at  Arms  of  the  Artillery-company,  to 
be  performed  on  Wednesday,  June  the  29th,  1709i 
under  the  command  of  sir  Joseph  Woolfe,  knight 
and  alderman,  general :  Charles  Hopson,  esquire, 
present  sheriff,  lieutenant-general  j  captain  Richard 
Synge,  major;  major  John  Shorey,  captain  of 
grenadiers;  captain  William  Grayhust,  captain 
John  Butler,  captain  Robert  Carellis,  captains. 

«  The  body  marched  from  the  Artillery-ground, 
through  Moorgate,  Coleman-street^  Lothbury,  Broad- 
street,  Finch-lane,  Comhill,  Cheapside,  St.  Martin's, 
St.  Anne's-lane,   hault  the  pikes  under  the  wall  in 
Noble-street,  draw  up  the  firelocks^  facmg  the  Gold- 
snriths'.hall,  make  ready  and  face  to  the  left,  and  fire> 
and  so  ditto  three  times.     Beat  to  arms,  and  march 
round  the  hall,  as  up  Lad-lane,  Gutter  Jane,  Honey- 
lane,  and  so  wheel  to  the  right,  and  make  your  salute 
to  my  lord,  and  so  down  St.  Anne's-lane,  up  Aiders- 
gate-street,  Barbican,  and  draw  up   in  Red-Cross- 
street,  the  right  at  St  Paul's  alley  in  the  rear.   March 
off  lieutenant-general  with  half  the  body  up  Beech- 
lane :  he  sends  a  sub-division  up  King's-head-courf, 
and  takes  post  in  it>  and  marches  two  divisions  round 
into  Red-lion-market,  to  defend  that  pass,  and  suc- 
cout  the  division  in  King*s-head-court ;  but  keeps  in 
White-cross-street,  facing  Beech-lane,  the  rest  of  the 
body  ready  drawn  up.     Then  the  general  marches  up 
Beech-lane,  is  attacked,  but  forces  the  division  in  the 
court  into  the  market,  and  enters  with  three  divisions 
while  he  presses  the  lieutenant-generaFs  main  body ; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  three  divisions  force  those 
of  the  revolters  out  of  the  market,  and  so  all  the 
lieutenant-general's  body  retreats  into  Chis well-street, 
and  lodges  two  divisions  in  Grub-street ;  and  as  the 
general  marches  on,  they  fall  on  his  flank>  but  soon 
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made  to  give  way :  but  having  a  retreating-plaee  in 
fied4ion-court,  but  could  not  hold  it,  being  put  to 
flight  through  Paul's-alley,  and  pursued  by  the  genel 
raPs  grenadiers,  while  he  marches  «p  and  attacks  their 
main  body,  but  are  opposed  again  by  a  party  of  men 
as  lay  in  Black-raven-court ;  but  they  are  forced  also 
to  retire  soon  in  the  utmost  confusion,  and  at  the 
same  time,  those  brave  divisions  in  Paurs-alley,  ply 
their  rear  with  grenadiers,  that  with  precipitation  they 
take  to  the  route  along  Bunhill-row  :  so  the  general 
marches  iato  the  Artillery-ground,  and  being  drawn 
up,  finds  the  revolting  party  to  have  found  entrance^ 
and  makes  a  show  as  if  for  a  battle,  and  both  armies^ 
soon  engage  in  form,  and  fire  by  platoons/ 

Much  might  be  said  for  the  improvement  of  this 
system ;  which,  for  its  style  and  invention,  may  in- 
struct generals  and  their  historians,  both  in  fighting  a 
battle,  and  describing  it  when  it  is  oven  These  elegant 
expressions,  ^  ditto — ^and  so — ^but  soon — but  having — 
but  could  not— but  are— but  they — finds  the  party  to 
have  found,*  &c.  do  certainly  give  greait  life  and 
fipirit  to  the  relation. 

Indeed,  I  am  extremely  concerned  for  the  lieu- 
tenant-general, who,  by  his  overthrow  and  defeat,  is 
made  a  deplorable  instance  of  the  fortune  of  war,  and 
vicissitudes  of  human  affairs.  He,  alas  i  has  lost,  in 
Beech-lane  and  Chiswell-street,  all  the  gloiy  he  lately 
gained  in  and  about  Holborn  and  St.  Giles's.  "^  The 
art  of  sub-dividing  first,  and  dividing  afterwards,  is 
new  and  surprising  ;  and,  according  to  this  method, 
the  troops  are  disposed  in  King'«-head-conrt  and  Red- 
lion-market :  nor  is  the  <x)nduct  of  these  leaders  less 
conspicuous  in  their  choice  of  the  ground  or  field  of 
battle.  Happy  was  it,  that  the  greatest  part  of  the 
achievements  of  this  day  was  to  be  performed  near 
Grub-street,  that  there  might  sot  be  wanting  a  suifi- 
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Cient  number  of  faithful  historians^  who,  being  eye? 
witnesses  of  these  wonders,  should  impartially  transr 
mit  them  to  posterity!  But  then  it  can  never  be 
enough  regretted,  that  we  are  left  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  name  and  title  of  that  extraordinary  hero,  wh<^ 
comman4ed  the  divisions  in  Paurs-alley ;  especially 
because  those  divisions  are  justly  styled  brave,  and 
;accordingly  were  to  push  the  enemy  along  Bunhill- 
^ow,  and  thereby  occasion  a  general  battle.  But 
J^allas  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  shower  of  rain,  and 
prevented  the  slaughter  and  desplation,  which  were 
threatened  by  these  extraordinary  preparations. 

jBK  motus  animoruMy  atque  hpBc  cerfamina  tanta 
Pi4veris  efiguf  jactu  confpressa  quiescent, 

ViRG.  Georg.  iv.  8^. 

I  Yet  all  those  dreadful  deeds,  this  doubtful  fray, 
4.  ca§t  of  scatter'd  dust  will  soon  allay/  Dryden. 

will's  C01TBS-BOirS£»  IITLT  19. 

Some  part  of  the  company  keep  up  the  old  way  of  conf 
yersation  in  this  place,  which  usually  turned  upon  the 
examination  of  nature,  and  an  inquiry  into  the  man? 
pers  of  Taen.  There  is  one  in  the  room  so  very  ju- 
dicious, that  he  manages  impertinents  with  the  utmost 
dext^ty.  It  was  diverting  this  evening  to  hear  a 
discou^e  between  him  and  one  of  these  gentiemen. 
He  told  me,  before  that  person  joined  us,  that  he  was 
a  questioner,  who,  according  to  his  description,  is  one 
who  asks  questions,  not  with  a  design  to  receive  int 
forma^tion,  but  an  affectation  to  show  his  uneasiness 
for  want  of  it.  He  went  on  in  asserting,  that  there 
f^-e  crowds  of  that  modest  ambition,  as  to  aim  no  far- 
|;her  than  to  demonstrate  that  they  are  in  doubt  By 
thi§  time  Will  Whynot  was  sat  down  by  us.  *  So, 
gentiemen,*  says  be,  ^  in  how  many  days,  think  you, 
j^l  ^e  be  masters  o£  Touraay  ?    Js  tiie  »cpQunt  qf 
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-the  action  of  the  Vivaroia  to  be  depended  upon? 
Could  you  have  imagined  England  had  so  much  money 
in  it  as  you  see  it  has  jwodueed  ?  Pray,  Sirs,  what  do 
you  think  ?  Will  the  duke  of  Savoy  make  an  irrup- 
tion into  France  ?  ^  But/  says  he,  *  time  wiU  clear 
-all  these  mysteries/  His  answer  to  himself  gave  me 
the  altitude  of  his  head,  and  to  all  his  questions  I  thus 
answered  very  satisfactorily. — *  Sir,  have  you  heard 
that  this  SJaughterford  never  owned  the  fact  for 
which  he  died  ?  Have  the  news-papers  mentioned 
that  matter  ?  But,  pray,  can  you  tell  me  what  method 
will  be  taken  to  provide  for  these  Palatines*'  ?  But 
this,  as  you  say,  time  will  clear/  ^  Ay,  ay,*  says  he, 
and  whispers  me,  *  they  will  never  let  us  into  these 
beforehand.*  I  whispered  him  again,  *  We  shall  know 
it  as  soon  as  there  is  a  proclamation.' — He  tells  me 
in  the  other  ear,  *  You  are  in  the  right  of  it.'  Then 
he  whispered  my  friend,  to  know  what  my  name  was  j 
then  made  an  obliging  bow,  and  went  to  examine 
.another  table.  This  lead  my  friend  and  me  to  weigh 
this  wandering  manner  in  many  other  incidents,  and 
he  took  out  of  his  pocket  several  little  notes  or  tickets 
to  solicit  for  votes  to  employments :  as,  *  Mr.  John 
Taplash  having  served  all  offices,  and  being  reduced 
to  great  poverty,  desires  your  vote  for  singing-clerk 
of  this  parish.  Another  has  had  ten  children,  all 
whom  his  wife  has  suckled  herself  j  therefoi'e  humbly 
desires  to  be  a  school-master.' 

There  is  nothing  so  frequent  as  this  way  of  appli- 
cation fw  offices.  It  is  not  that  you  are  fit  for  the 
place,  but  because  the  place  would  be  convenient  for 
you,  that  you  claim  a  merit  to  iL    But  commend  me 

«  See  Tatler,  No.  51.  and  note  ob  Betty  Pepin;  and  No,  24.  note. 

*  II  y  avoit  alors  aux  environs  de  I^ondres  une  grande  quantity  de  person- 
nes  que  Ton  avoit  fait  venir  du  Palatinat,  a  dessein,  disoit-on,  d*en  faires 
des  colonies,  ou  dans  le  royaume,  ou  dans  rAmerique,  Ces  pauvres  gens 
«ou0r]rentbeaucoup.'    Babillard, 
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to  the  great  Kirleus,  who  has  lately  set  up  for  nrid- 
wifery,  and  to  help  child-birth,  for  no  other  reason,  but 
that  he  is  himself  the  '  Unborn  Doctor^*  The  way 
is,  to  hit  upon  something  that  puts  the  vulgar  upon 
the  stare,  or  that  touches  their  compassion,  which  is 
often  the  weakest  part  about  us.  I  know  a  good  lady, 
who  has  taken  her  daughters  from  their  old  dancing- 
master,  to  place  them  with  another,  for  no  other  rea- 
son, but  because  the  new  man  has  broke  his  leg, 
which  is  so  ill  set,  that  he  can  never  dance  more. 

T^OM  MY  OWN  AFAETHENTy  JULY  13- 

As  it  is  a  frequent  mortification  to  me  to  receive 
letters,  wherein  people  tell  me,  without  a  name, 
they  know  I  meant  them  in  such  and  such  a  pas- 
sage ;  so  that  very  accusation  is  an  argiunent,  that 
there  are  such  beings  in  human  life,  as  fall  under  our 
description,  and  that  our  discourse  is  not  altogether 
fantastical  and  groundless.  But  in  this  case  I  am 
treated  as  I  saw  a  boy  was  the  other  day,  who  gave 
out  pocky  bills;  every  plain  fellow  took  it  that  passed 
by,  and  went  on  his  way  without  farther  notice :  and 
at  last  came  one  with  his  nose  a  little  abridged  ;  who 
knocks  the  lad  down,  with  a  *  Why,  you  son  of  a 

w e,  do  you  think  I  am  p-^-d  ?     But  Shakspeare 

has  made  the  best  apology  for  this  way  of  talking 
against  the  public  errors :  he  makes  Jacques,  in  the 
play  called  *  As  you  like  it,'  express  himself  thus  : 

^  See  Tader,  No.  14.  and  note.  Kirleus  assumed  the  title  of  physician 
to  king  Charles  II.  and  availing  himself  of  a  vulgar  preiudiee,  pre* 
tended  to  extraordinary  endowments,  on  the  score  of  his  having  been  in^ 
troduced  into  the  world  by  means  of  the  Cesarean  operation.  In  the  Ex- 
aminer, vol.  i.  No.  49.  original  edition  in  folio,  there  is  among  the  adver- 
tisements subjoined,  July  5,  1711,  notice  given  that  some  of  his  nostrupis 
were  tp  be  bad  of  *  Mary  Kirleus,  widow  of  John  Kirleus,  son  of  Dr, 
Thomas  Kirleus,  a  sworn  physician  in  ordinary  to  king  Charles  II.  which 
^re  said  to  have  been  in  their  family  for  fifty  years,'  See  also  Examiner, 
vol  ii.  No.  22,  and  Tatler,  No,  226, 
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*  Why,  who  cries  out  on  pride, 
That  can  therein  tax  any  private  party  ? 
What  woman  in  the  city  do  I  name, 
When  th^t  I  say,  the  city  woman  bears 
:    The  cost  of  princes  on  unworthy  shoulders  ? 
Who  can  come  in  and  say  that  I  mean  her. 
When  such  a  one  as  she,  such  is  her  neighbour  ? 
Or,  what  is  he  of  basest  function, 
That  says  his  bravery  is  not  on  my  cost? 
Thinking  that  I  mean  him,  but  therein  suits 
His  folly  to  the  mettle  of  my  speech, 
Ther,e  then  !  How  then  ?  Then  let  me  see  whereiq 
My  tongue  hath  wrong'd  him  :  If  it  do  him  right, 
Then  he  hath  wrong'd  himself:  If  he  be  free, 
Why.  then  my  taxing  like  a  wild  goose  flies, 
Unclaim'd  of  any  man/ 


No.  42.     SATURDAY,  July  16,  1709.* 

—-Celebrare  domestka  facta,  Hoiu  Ars  Poet.  V.  887. 

^  To  celebrate  dopiestic  deeds,'  N. 


FROM  MT   OWN  APARTMENT^  JlTLY  15. 

Looking  over  some  old  papers,  I  found  a  little  trea- 
tise, written  by  my  great-grandfather,  concerning 
bribery,  and  thought  his  manner  of  treating  that 
subject  not  unworthy  my  remark.  He  there  has  a 
digression  concerning  a  possibility,  that  in  some  cir- 
cumstances a  man  may  receive  an  injury,  and  yet 
be  conscious  to  himself  that  he  deserves  it.  There 
is  abundance  of  fine  things  said  on  this  subject; 
but  the  whole  wrapped  up  in  so  much  jingle  and  pun, 
which  was  the  wit  of  those  times,  that  it  is  scarce 
intelligible ;  but  I  thought  the  design  was  well 
enough  in  the  following  sketch  of  the  old  gentleman'^ 

*  Steele's,  CoNGREvji'9y  "and  Adoison's,    T. 
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poetry :  for  in  this  c^e,  where  two  are  rivals  for  the 
•same  thing,  and  propose  to  obtain  it  by  presents,  he 
that  attempts  the  judge's  honesty,  by  making  him 
offers  of  reward,  ought  not  to  complain  when  he 
loses  his  cause  by  a  better  bidder.  The  good  old 
4oggrel  runs  thus : 

^  A  poor  man  once  a  judge  besought 

To  judge  aright  his  cause, 
And  with  a  pot  of  oil  salutes 

This  judger  of  the  laws. 

.«  My  friepd,"  qqoth  he,  "  thy  cause  is  goo4  '^ 

He  glad  ftway  did  trudge ; 
Anon  his  ivealthy  foje  did  come 

Before  .this  partial  judge* 

^  A  hog  well  fed  this  jchurl  presents, 

And  <:raves  a  strain  of  law ; 
The  hog  received,  the  poor  man's  right 

Was  judg'd  not  worth  a  straw. 

«  Tlierewith  be  cry'd,  ^*  O !  partial  judge, 

Thy  doom  has  me  undone ; 
When  oil  I  gave,  my  cause  was  good, 

But  now  to  ruin  run." 

^  Poor  man,"  quoth  he,  "  I  thee  forgot, 

And  see  thy  cause  of  foil ; 
A  hog  came  since  into  my  house, 

And  broke  thy  pot  of  oil  V 

WILL*8  COFFEE-HOUSE,  JULY  15, 

The  discourse  happened  this  evening  to  fall  upon 
x^haracters  drawn  in  plays;  and  a  gentleman  rer 
marked,  that  there  was  no  method  in  the  world  of 
knowing  the  taste  of  an  age,  or  period  of  time,  so 
good,  as  by  the  observations  of  the  persons  repre- 
rented  in  their  comedies.     There  were  several  in- 

^  .•  From  George  Whetstone's  *  EngU^  Mirror/  6cc,  IiOttdon,  1586,  4ta» 
The  book  is  in  prose,  and  printed  in  black  letter,  and  this  fabk  is  towards 
Jheendofit.    P, 
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stances  produced,  as  Ben  Jonson's^  bringing  in  a 
fellow  spioking,  as  a  piece  of  foppery ;  *  but,*  said 
the  gentleman  who  entertained  us  on  the  subject, 
•  this  matter  is  nowhere  so  observable  as  in  the  dift 
ference  of  the  characters  of  woman  on  the  stage  ii| 
the  last  ^ge,  and  in  this*     It  is  not  to  be  supposed 
i,that  it  was  a  poyerty  of  genius  in  Shakspeare*,  that 
his  women  made  so  small  a  figure  in  his  dialogues ; 
^ut  it  certainly  is,  that  he  drew  women  as  they  then 
jwrere  in  hfe  :  for  that  sex  had  not  in  those  days  that 
freedom  in  conversation;  and  their  characters  were 
only,  that  they  were  mothers,  sisters,  daughters,  and 
wives.     IHiere  were  not  then  among  the  ladies,  shi- 
ning wits,   politicifins,   urtuosce^  free-thinkers,  and 
disputants  4  nay,  there  was  then  hardly  such  a  creai^ 
ture  even  as  a  coquette :  but  vanity  had  quite  an^ 
4)ther  turn,  and  the  most  conspicuous  woman  at  that 
time  of  day  was  only  the  best  housewife-    Were  it 
possible  to  bring  into  life  an  assembly  of  n^atrons  of 
that  age,  and  introduce  the  learned  lady  Woodby 
into  their  company,  they  would  not  believe  the  same 
nation  could  produce  a  creature  so  unlike  any  thing 
they  ever  saw  in  it. 

'  But  these  ancients  would  be  as  much  astonished 
to  se^  in  the  same  age  so  illustrious  a  pattern  to  ledl 
who  love  things  praise- worthy  as  the  divine  Aspasia**. 

'  6ee '  Eyery  ma9  in  his  Humour/  a  comedy,  1598,  4to;  andTatlery 
^o  9y  aipid  Note  on  Beau. 

'  B.  Jonsoo^  qui  mounit  en  1657,  passa  ses  plus  beaux  jours  sous  le 
f  ^ae  de  Jaques  I.  Ce  prince  hai'ssoit  les  fumeurs  au-dela  de  ce  qu^oa 
peut  dire,  s'etoit  lais  ea  tete  d'abolir  la  coutume  de  prendre  da  tabac  en 
'fumee  taat  par  aes  ecnts,  &  ses  ra^eries,  que  par  ses  edits.  Sa  haine  fi( 
la  mode  pendant  sa  vie ;  mab  ensuite  ce  fut  autre  chose.'    Babillard. 

«  All  the  female  parts  in  Shakspeare's  plays  were  acted  by  boys  and 
^en,.  in  his  ftime ;  and  this  is  dioii^t  to  be  one  reason  why  Shakspeare 
p^tA  lus  female  characters  generally  so  ^iustgniftcant.    P. 

^  The  character  of  Aspasia  was  written  by  Mr.  Cosgreve ;  and  the  per- 
son neant»  was  kdy  Elizab^  Hastings.  See  the  authority  Vor  this,  witli 
All  efU^ing  acoflMUMt  4^  this  extraordinary  laify,  and  her  benefactions,  in  a 
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Methinks,  I  liow  see  her  walking  in  her  garden  like 
our  first  parent,  with  unaffected  charms,  before 
beauty  had  spectators,  and  bearing  celestial  conscious 
virtue  in  her  aspect.  Her  countenance  is  the  lively 
picture  of  her  mind,  which  is  the  seat  of  honour, 
truth,  compassion,  knowledge,  and,  innocence. 

*  There  dwells  the  scorn  of  vice,  and  pity  too.' 

*  In  the  midst  of  the  most  ample  fortune,  and  vene- 
ration of  all  that  behold  and  know  her,  without  the 
least  affectation,  she  consults  retirement,  the  con- 
templation of  her  own  being,  and  that  supreme  Power 
which  bestowed  it.  Without  the  learning  of  schools, 
or  knowledge  of  a  long  course  of  arguments,  she 
goes  on  in  a  steady  dourse  of  uninterrupted  piety 
and  virtue,  and  adds  to  the  severity  and  privacy  of 
the  last  age  all  the  freedom  and  ease  of  this.  Tlie 
language  and  mien  of  a  court  she  is  possessed  of  in 
the  highest  degree }  but  the  simplicity  and  humble 
thoughts  of  a  cottage  are  her  more  welcome  enter- 
tainments. Aspasia  is  a  female  philosopher,  who 
does  not  only  live  up  to  the  resignation  of  the  most 
retired  lives  of  the  ancient  sages,  but  also  to  the 
schemes  and  plans  which  they  thought  beautiful, 
though  inimitable.  This  lady  is  the  most  exact 
economist,  without  appearing  busy;  the  most  strictly 
virtuous,  without  tasting  the  praise  of  it ;  and  shuns 
applause  with  as  much  industry,  as  others  do  re- 
proach. This  character  is  so  particular  *,  that  it  will 
very  easily  be  fixed  on  her  only,  by  all  that  know  her  j 
but  I  dare  say,  she  will  be  the  last  that  finds  it  out. 

book  of  folio,  intitided,  *  Memorials  and  Characters,'  &c.  London,  1741, 
printed  for  John  Wilford,  p.  780.    See  also  Tatler,  No.  49,  and  note. 

i  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  what  could  lead  the  French  translattn*  of  the 
Tatler,  who  seems  to  have  lived  at  London,  during  its  first  publication,  to 
make  such  an  absurd  application  of  a  *  character  so  particular.'— On  ne 
douta  point  que  Pauteur  ne  vQuldt  parier  ici  de  la  reine  Anne,  qui  lui 
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*  But,  alas !  if  we  have  one  or  two  such  ladie^y 
bow  many  dozens  are  there  like  the  restless  Polu- 
glossa»  who  is  acquainted  with  all  the  world  but  her- 
self; who  has  the  appearance  of  all,  and  possession 
of  no  one  virtue*" :  she  has,  indeed,  in  her  practice 
the  absence  of  vice,  but  her  discoin-se  is  the  continual 
history  of  it ;  and  it  is  apparent,  when  she  speaks  of 
the  criminal  gratifications  of  others,  that  her  inno- 
cence is  only  a  restraint,  with  a  certain  mixture  of 
envy.  She  is  so  perfectly  opposite  to  the  character  of 
Aspasia,  that  as  vice  is  terrible  to  her  only  as.  it  is 
the  object  of  reproach,  so  virtue  is  agreeable  only  a» 
it  is  attended  with  applause/ 

8T.  JAMESES  COFF££-HOUSEy  JUNE  15. 

It  is  now  twelve  of  the  clock  at  noon,  and  no  mail 
come  in;  therefore,  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  the 
town  will  allow  me  the  liberty  which  my  brother 
news-writers  take,  in  giving  them  what  may  be  for 
their  information  in  another  kind,  and  indulge  me  in 
doing  an  act  of  friendship,  by  publishing  the  follow- 
ing account  of  goods  and  moveables  : 

This^  is  to  give  notice,  that  a  magnificent  palace,, 
with  great  variety  of  gardens,  statues,  and  water- 
works, may  be  bought  cheap  in  Drury-lane  j  where 
there  are  likewise  several  castles  to  be  disposed  of, 
very  delightfully  situated;  as  also  groves,  woods, 
forests,  fountains,  and  country-seats,  with  very  plea- 
sant prospects  on  all  sides  of  them ;  being  the  move- 

faiioit  encore  alors  rhonnetir  de  faire  lire  ses  feuiUes  yolantes,  k  mesure 
qa'onlespublioit.'    Balnllard* 

^  *  Conif^iit  has  been  made  that  mondeur  Bickerstaf^  in  enlarging  on 
the  charaeter  of  Polu^ossay  departed  from'  his  general  rule,  Tatler,  No. 
14;  <  If  I  can  find  nodnng  to  commend,  I  am  silent,  and  will  forbear  the 
subject/  Annotalaons  on  the  Tatler,  part  i^  page  49. 
.  ^  Theremauider  of  this  paper  was  written  by  Addison,  and  is  pubfisfaed 
among  hb  papers,  in  the  2d  volt  of  his  Works  in  4to.  by  HdLell 
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sbles  of  Christopher  Rich  %  £squire,  who  is  breaking 
up  house-keeping,  and  has  many  eurious  pieces  of 
furniture  to  dispose  of,  which  may  be  seen  betweezr 
the  hour»  of  six  and  ten  in  the  eveniilg^ 

The  Inventory. 

Spirits  6f  right  Nantz  brandy,  for  lambeirt  flames^ 
and  apparitions. 

Three  bottles  and  an  half  of  lightning. 

One  shower  of  snow  in  the  whitest  French  paperi 

Two  showers  of  a  browner  sort. 

A  sea,  consisting  of  a  dozen  large  waves  t'fee' 
tenth  '  bigger  than  ordinary,  and  a  little  damaged. 

A  dozen  and  half  of  clouds,  trimmed  with  blacky 
arid  well-conditioned. 

A  rainbow  a  little  faded. 

A  set  of  clouds  after  the  French  mode,  streaked 
with  lightning,  and  furbelowed. 

A  new  moon  something  decayed. 

A  pint  of  the  finest  Spanish  wash,  being  all  that- 
is  left  of  two  hogsheads  sent  over  last  winter. 

A  coach  very  finely  gilt,  and  little  used>  with  a 
pair  of  dragons,  to  be  sold  cheap. 

A  setting  sun,  a  pennyworth. 

An  imperial  mantle,  made  for  Cyriis  the  G^eat^ 

•*^ 

m  Dnvy-Une  play-hoase  was  aboiit  thk  time  shot  upJhf^tti  i^def'fionr 
the  lord  Chamberlain.  See  an  account  of  diis  affior  in  C.  CibbePs  *  Ap(h 
logy  for  his  Life,*  vol.  i.  p.  296.    P. 

^  On  7  jottoit  des  mauvaises  pieces,  on  les  auteurs  en  ^toieut  n  maim!8,> 
que  le  jeu  ne  valoit  plus  la  chandelle.  M.  Addison  saisit  cette  occasion 
pour  divertier  le  pul^c^  en  hii  doonaftt  Pinyentaiive  de  ceiMttnUmhir 
n  ne  se  contente  pass  d'y  badiner  k  sujet  des  decocttioni^  dot  nadiaa^ 
StCf  mais  «&  ohemin  fidsant  il  in^que  mud.  h»  maimfisespi^ottqniaffoieitt^ 
decredit^  ce  liett  de  qpectode^  oa  ce  qa'Hyavdit  de  mauiflit  dsM  kf 
laeilleures  pieces,  de  meme  que  les  poeCea  medioerai^  .oa  kr  medlocnl 
acteurs  qui  ayoient  cgntribu^  k  I'erinemait'  Bahitiiiid. 
.  n  TlbeXatin  poefes  pretend  that  the  tenth  TOwSsAelMgnrtJadiPit 
dangerous,    8^  HofiteiiQ**  I)kil*  X^R^wtf^mfr/ftfcHH^  .         . 
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and  worn  by  Julius  Csesar,  Bajazetv  king  Harry  tbe 
Eighth,  and  signer  Valentini. 

A  basket-hilted  sword,  very  convenient  to  carry 
milk  in.  . 

Roxana's  night-goWri. 

Othello's  handkerchief. 

The  imperial  robes  of  Xerxes,  never  Wtfrti  but 
caice. 

A  wild  boar  killed  by  Mrs.'  Tofts  and  DioclesiaOi^ 

A  serpent  to  sting  Cleopatra. 

A  mustard-bowl  to  make  thimder  with. 

Another  of  a  bigger  sort^  by  Mr.  D— s's**  direc-' 
tions,  little  used. 

Six  elbow-chairs,  very  expert  in  country-dances, 
with  six  flower-pots  for  their  partners* 

The  whiskers  of  a  Turkish  Bassa. 

The  complexion  of  a  murderer  in  a  bandbox;  con-^ 
^listing  of  a  large  piece  of  burnt  cork^  and  a  coal* 
black  peruke. 

A  suit  of  clothes  for  a  ghost,  viz*  a  bloody  shirt, 
a  doublet  curiously  pinked,  and  a  coat  with  three 
great  eye-let-holes  upon  the  breast. 

A  bale  of  red  Spanish  wool. 

Modern  plots,  commonly  known  by  the  itame  of 
trap-doois;  ladders  of  ropes,  vi^ard-^nasi^ues,  and 
tables  with  broad  carpets  over  them. 

Three^ak-cudgels,  with  one  of  crab-tree;  all 
bought  fffr  the  use  of  Mr.  Pinkethman. 

Materials  for  dancing ;  as  masques,  castanets,  and 
a  ladder  of  ten  rounds. 

Aurengezebe's  scymitar,  made  by  Will  Brown  in 
Rccadilly. 

A  plume  of  feathers,  never  used  but  by  CEdipus 
and  the  ead  of  Essex. 

There  are  also  swords,  halberds,  sheep-hooks,  cardi- 

o  John  Dennis  the  celebrated  critic. 
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nals'  hats,  turband,  drums,  gallipots,  a  gibbet,  a  cradle, 
a  rack,  a  cart-wheel,  an  altar,  an  helmet,  a  back- 
piece,  a  breast-plate,  a  bell,  a  tub,  and  a  jointed  baby. 
These  are  the  hard  shifts  we  intelligencers  are 
forced  to  ;  therefore  our  readers  ought  to  excuse  us, 
if  a  Westerly  wind  blowing  for  a  fortnight  together, 
generally  fills  every  paper  with  an  order  of  battle  ; 
when  we  show  our  martial  skill  in  each  line,  and 
according  to.  the  space  we  have  to  fiU,  we  range  our 
men  in  squadrons  and  battallions,  or  draw  out  com- 
pany by  company,  and  troop  by  troop  j  ever  observing 
that  no  muster  is  to  be  made,  but  when  the  wind  is 
in  a  cross-point,  which  often  happens  at  the  end  of  a 
campaign,  when  half  the  men  are  deserted  or 
killed  ^  The  Courant  is  sometimes  ten  deep,  his 
ranks  close :  the  Post-boy  is  generally  in  files,  for 
greater  exactness  j  and  the  Post-man  comes  down 
upon  you  rather  after  the  Turkish  way,  sword  in 
hand,  pell-mell,  without  form  or  discipline ;  but  sure 
to  bring  men  enough  into  the  field ;  and,  wherever 
they  are  raised,  never  to  lose  a  battle  for  want  of 
numbers. 


No.  43.    TUESDAY,  July  19,  170g. 

— Bene  mmmatum  decorat  Suadela  Fenusque.    Horn.  1  £pl.  tL  38. 

The  goddess  of  persoaaion  forms  his  train. 

And  Venus  decks  the  well-be-money'd  swain.'  Feancis. 


white's  chocolate-house,  jolt  18. 

I  WRITE  from  hence  at  present  to  complain,  that  wit 
and  merit  are  so  little  encouraged  by  people  of  rank 

P  A  sneer  at  the  ridiculous  militaiy  articles  published  in  the  newspapers 
of  those  days,  introduced  perhaps  with  a  view  to  insinuate,  that  the  news 
articles  in  the  Tatler  were  most  to  be  relied  upon  of  any  then  published, 
and  ultimately  intended  to  promote  the  sale,  and  circulation  of  these 
papers. 
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and  quality,  that  the  wits  of  the  age  are  obliged  to 
run  within  Temple-bar  for  patronage.     There  is  a 
deplorable  instance  of  this  kind  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
D'Urfey,  who  has  dedicated  his  inimitable  comedy, 
called  *  The  Modern  Prophets  %*  to  a  worthy  knight, 
to  whom,  it  seems,  he  had  brfore  communicated  his 
plan,  which  was,  *  To  ridicule  the  ridiculers  of  our 
established  doctrine.'     I  have  elsewhere  celebrated 
the  contrivance   of  this  excellent  drama ;  but  was 
not,  until  I  read  the  dedication,  wholly  let  into  the 
religious  design  of  it.     I  am  afraid,  it  has  suffered 
discontinuance  at  this  gay  end  of  the  town,  for  no 
other  reason  but  the  piety  of  the  purpose.     There  is, 
however,  ii;i  this  epistle,  the  true  life  of  panegyrical 
performance ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  if  the  patron 
would  part  with  it,  I  can  help  him  to  others  with 
good  pretensions  to  it,  viz.   of  *  uncommon  under- 
standing,' who  will  give  him  as  much  as  he  gave  for^ 
it.     I  know  perfectly  well  a  noble  person,  whom 
these  words  (which  are  the  body  of  the  panegyric) 
would  fit  to  a  hair. 

*  Your  easiness  of  humour  %  or  rather  your  harmo- 
nious  disposition,  is  so  admirably  mixed  with  your 
composure,  that  the  rugged  cares  and  disturbances 
that  public  affairs  bring  with  it,  which  does  so  vex- 
atiously  affect  the  heads  of  other  great  men  of  busi- 
ness, <§pc.  does  scarce  ever  ruffle  your  unclouded 
brow  so  much  as  with  a  frown.  And  what  above 
all  is  praiseworthy,  you  are  so  far  from  thinking  your- 
self better  than  others,  that  a  flourishing  and  opulent 
fortune,  which,  by  a  certain  natural  corruption  in 

<l  See  Tatler,  No.  J.  No.  4.  note,  and  No.  U. 

The  recommendation  of  D'Urfey  in  the  Guardian,  No.  67,  atones  for 
the  raillery  and  liberties  taken  with  him  as  an  author,  in  this  and  some 
other  papers.    See  also  Guardian,  No.  29. 

^  This  is  an  extract  from  D'Urfey's  dedication. 

VOL.  I.  B   B 
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fts  ipality,  seldom  feils  to  infect  other  possessors 
wMi  pride,  seems  in  this  case  as  if  only  providentially 
disposed  to  enlarge  your  humility. 

*  But  I  find,  Sir,  I  am  now  got  into  a  very  large 
field,  where  though  I  could  with  great  ease  raise  a 
number  of  plants  in  relation  to  your  merit  of  this 
ptauditory  nature ;  yet  for  fear  of  an  author's  general 
vice,  and  that  the  plain  justice  I  have  done  you 
should  by  my  proceeding,  and  others*^  mistaken  judg- 
mentr  be  imagined  flattery,  a  thing  the  bluntness  of 
my  nature  does  not  care  to  be  concerned  with,  and 
which  I  also  know  you  abominate/  * 

It  is  wonderful  to  see  how  many  judges  of  these 
fine  things  spring  up  every  day  by  the  rise  of  stocks5 
and  other  elegant  methods  of  abridging  the  way  to 
learning  and  criticism.  But  I  do  hereby  forbid  all 
dedications  to  any  persons  within  the  city  of  London; 
except  sir  Francis  %  sir  Stephen  and  the  Bank,  will 
take  epigrams  and  epistles  as  value  received  for  their 
notes  J  and  the  East  India  compa,ny  accept  of  heroic 
poems  for  their  sealed  bonds.  Upon  which  bottom 
our  publishers  have  full  power  to  treat  with  the  city 
in  the  behalf  of  us  authors,  to  enable  traders  to  be- 
come patrons  and  fellows  of  the  Royal  Society  \  as 
well  as  to  receive  certain  degrees  of  skill  in  the  Latin 
and  Greek  tongues,  according  to  the  quantity  of  the 
commodities  which  they  take  off  our  hands. 

>  Sir  Francis  and  sir  Stephen  were  evidently  bankers  of  tke  times ;  and 
df  those  the  two  most  eminent  were  sir  Francis  CSifld  and  sir  Steven 
£vancer  The  latter  was  ruined,  it  is  thought,  in  the  South-«ea  year. 
The  communicator  of  this  note  remembers  a  cause  in  the  court  of  chan- 
cery a  very  few  years  since  about  his  property,  which  probably  is  not  set- 
tled even  now.    R. 

<  Mr.  Whistoii,  alluded  tq  in  the  following  part  of  this  paper,  was  at 
'iAns  time  proposed  as  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  rejected.  The 
pretended  account  of  his  hypothesis  that  follows  is  mere  pleasantly,  and 
not  a  quotation  from  his  bbok,  or  any  true  account  of  his  *  Theory.' 
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GRECIAN    COFFSE'HOUSfi,  JULY  !&• 

The  learned  have  so  long  laboured  under  the  impu- 
tation of  dryness  and  dulness  in  their  accounts  of 
their  phasnomena,  that  an  ingenious  gentleman  of  our 
society  has  resolved  to  write  a  system  of  philosophy 
in  a  more  lively  method,  both  as  to  the  matter  and 
language,  than  has  been  hitherto  attempted*  He 
read  to  us  the  plan  upon  which  he  intends  to  pro* 
ceed.  I  thought  his  account,  by  way  of  fable  of 
the  worlds  about  us,  had  so  much  vivacity  in  it,  that 
I  could  not  forbear  trascribing  his  hypothesis,  to  give 
the  reader  a  taste  of  my  friend's  treatise,  which  is 
now  in  the  press ". 

*  The  inferior  deities,  having  designed  on  a  day  to 
play  a  game  at  foot-ball,  kneaded  together  a  number* 
less  collection  of  dancing  atoms  into  the  form  o£ 
seven  rolling  globes :  and,  that  nature  might  be  kept 
from  a  dull  inactivity,  each  separate  particle  is  en* 
dued  with  a  principle  of  motion,  or  a  power  of  at- 
traction, whereby  all  the  several  parcds  of  matter 
draw  each  other,  proportionably  to  their  magnitudes 
and  distances,  into  such  a  remarkable  variety  of  dif-< 
ferent  forms,  as  to  produce  all  the  wonderful  appear^ 
ances  we  now  observe  in  empire,  philosophy,  and 
religion.     But  to  proceed : 

«  At  the  beginning  of  the  game,  each  of  the  globes^ 
being  struck  forward  with  a  vast  violence,  ran  out  of 

nThisseemstobeabftnter  upon  Whiston's  book,  intituled,  ^Pr^iectiones 
Physicae  Mathematics;  sive  Philosophia  damsimi  Newtoni  Mathematica 
illustrata,  1710;'  wherein  he  explained  the  Newtonian  philosophy,  whush 
now  began  to  grow  into  vogue.  Both  Addison  and  Steele  did,  however, 
very  much  befriend  Whiston ;  and,  after  bis  banishment  from  Cambridge, 
promoted  a  subscription  for  his  astronomical  lectures  at  Button's  CdSeo^ 
house. 

It  appears  from  this  paper,  that  Wbiston's  book  was  printed  and  pub- 
lished in  170^  though  it  is  dated  on  the  title-page  in  I7ia  This  is  i^oltt^ 
monly  done. 
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sight,  and  wandered  in  a  straight  line  through  the 
infinite  spaces.  The  nimble  deities  pursue,  breath- 
less almost,  and  spent  in  the  eager  chase ;  each  of  them 
caught  hold  of  one,  and  stamped  it  with  his  name  ; 
as,  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Mars,  and  so  of  the  rest.  Xo 
prevent  this  inconvenience  for  the  future,  the  seven 
are  condemned  to  a  precipitation,  which  in  our  in- 
ferior, stile  we  call  gravity.  Thus  the  tangential  and 
centripetal  forces,  by  their  counter-struggle,  make  the 
celestial  bodies  describe  an  exact  ellipsis.' 

There  will  be  added  to  this  an  appendix,  in  defence 
of  the  first  day  of  the  term  according  to  the  *  Oxford 
almanack,  by  a  learned  knight^  of  this  realm,  with 
an  apology  for  the  said  knight's  manner  of  dress  ; 
proving,  that  his  habit,  according  to  this  hypothesis, 
is  the  true  modern  and  fashionable' ;  and  that  buckles 
are  not  to  be  worn,  by  this  system,  until  the  lOth  of 
March,  in  the  year  1714,  which,  according  to  the 
computation  of  some  of  our  greatest  divines,  is  to  be 
the  first  year  of  the  millennium* ;   in  which  blessed 
age  all  habits  will  be  reduced  to  a  primitive  simplicity; 
and  whoever  shall  be  found  to  have  persevered  in  a 
constancy  of  dress,  in  spite  of  all  the  allurements  of 
prophane  and  heathen  habits,  shall  be  rewarded  with 
a  neverfading  doublet  of  a  thousand  years.  All  points 
in  the  system,  which  are  doubted,  shall  be  attested  by 

»  See  Tatler,  No.  39. ;  and  Guardian,  No.  107. 

y  Sir  William  Whitlocke,  knt.  member  for  Oxon,  bencher  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  and  queen's  seijeant.  He  is  also  alluded  to,  under  the  name  of 
*  Dear  Shoe-strings,'  which  it  would  seem  that  he  wore  instead  of  buckles, 
Tatler,  No.  38.    P. 

«  Mylord  Nottingham,  alors  grand  ami  de  Mr.  Whiston,  et  toujours  fort 
sittache  a  TEglise  Anglicane,  s'haMlloit  toujours  comme  on  le  faisoit  dans 
le  terns  de  sa  jeunesse.'    Babillard. 

a  C'est  a  ce  jour-la  que  M.  Whiston,  dans  un  de  ces  ouvrages,  avoit 
&i^  la  destruction  de  Tante-christ,  et  le  commencement  du  grand  mille- 
naire.^    Babillard. 
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the  knight's  extemporary  oath  ^  for  the  satisfaction  of 
his  readers. 

will's  COFFEE-HOUSEy  JULY  18. 

We  were  upon  the  heroic  strain  this  evening;  and 
the  question  was,  *  What  is  the  true  sublime  T  Many 
very  good  discourses  happened  thereupon ;  after 
which  a  gentleman  at  the  table,  who  is,  it  seems, 
writing  on  that  subject,  assumed  the  argument ;  and 
though  he  ran  through  many  instances  of  sublimity 
from  the  ancient  writers,  said,  *he  had  hardly  known 
an  occasion  wherein  the  true  greatness  of  soul,  which 
animates  a  general  in  action,  is  so  well  represented, 
with  regard  to  the  person  of  whom  it  was  spoken,  and 
the  time  in  which  it  was  writ,  as  in  a  few  lines  in  a 
modern  poem.  There  is,'  continued  he,  *  nothing  so 
forced  and  constrained,  as  what  we  frequently  meet 
with  in  tragedies ;  to  make  a  man  under  the  weight 
of  great  sorrow,  or  full  of  meditation  upon  what  he 
is  soon  to  execute,  cast  about  for  a  simile  to  what  he 
himself  is,  or  the  thing  which  he  is  going  to  act :  but 
there  is  nothing  more  proper  and  natural  for  a  poet, 
whose  business  it  is  to  describe,  and  who  is  spectator 
of  one  in  that  circumstance,  when  his  mind  is  work- 
ing upon  a  great  image,  and  that  the  ideas  hurry  upon 
his  imagination — I  say,  there  is  nothing  so  natural,  as 
for  a  poet  to  relieve  and  clear  himself  from  the  burden 
of  thought  at  that  time,  by  uttering  his  concejiFtion  in 
simile  and  metaphor.  The  highest  act  of  the  mind 
of  man  is  to  possess  itself  with  tranquiUty  in  imminent 
danger,  and  to  have  its  thoughts  so  free,  as  to  act  at 
that  time  without  perplexity.  The  ancient  authors 
have  compared  this  sedate  courage  to  a  rock  that  re- 
mains immoveable  amidst  the   rage  of  winds  and 

^  Les  Whigs,  qui  n'etoientpas  alors  contens  de  mylord  Nottingham,  lui 
reprochoient  de  n'ayoir  pas  assez  d'^gards  pour  les  sennens  d*tot  qu^il 
pretoit.'    Babillard,  tome  ii.  art.  viii. 
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waves  i  but  that  is  too  stupid  and  inanimate  a  simili- 
tude, and  could  do  no  credit  to  the  hero.  At  other 
times  they  are  all  of  them  wonderfully  obliged  to  a 
Libyan  lion,  which  may  give,  indeed,  very  agreeable 
terrors  to  a  description,  but  is  no  compliment  to  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  applied:  eagles,  tigers,  and 
wolves,  are  made  use  of  on  the  same  occasion,  and 
very  often  with  much  beauty  j  but  this  is  still  an 
honour  done  to  the  brute  rather  than  the  hero.  Mars, 
Pallas,  Bacchus,  and  Hercules,  have  each  of  them 
furnished  very  good  similes  in  their  time,  and  made, 
doubtless,  a  greater  impression  on  the  mind  of  a  hea- 
then, than  they  have  on  that  of  a  modem  reader. 
But  the  sublime  image  that  I  am  talking  of,  and 
which  I  really  think  as  great  as  ever  entered  into  the 
thought  of  man,  is  in  the  poem  called  *  The  Cam- 
paign'' ;'  where  the  simile  of  a  ministering  angel  sets 
forth  the  most  sedate  and  the  most  active  courage, 
engaged  in  an  uproar  of  nature,  a  confusion  of  ele- 
ments, and  a  scene  of  divine  vengeance.  Add  to  all, 
that  these  lines  compliment  the  general  and  his  queen 
at  the  same  time,  and  have  all  the  natural  horrors 
heightened  by  the  image  that  was  still  fresh  in  the 
mind  of  every  reader** : 

«  By  Addison,  puWished  io  1704.  He  ww  preferred  to  a  considerable 
post  soon  after  the  publication.  Oldmixony  a  most  unjust  and  virulent 
eengorer  of  Addiion,  very  injuriously  suggests  that  he  wrote  this  criticism 
OB  his  Qwa  poem,  by  saying  that  ^  he  can  hardfy  think  Addison  wrote  it.' 
See  more  of  this  in  Oldmixon's  ^  Arts  of  Logic):  and  Rhetorick^'  p.  304, 
See  Tader,  No.  62.  note  on  Mr.  Omicron  *  the  unborn  poet.*  This  man 
iRas  the  author  of  <  Rsflec^ns  on  Dr.  Swift's  Letters  %o  the  eari  of  Ox- 
ford about  the  English  Tongue,  1712;'  of  many  poems,  and  some  plays: 
but  his  uiost  capital  performances  were  a  *  History  of  the  Stuarts,'  and  the 
<Crid«d  History  of  England.'  *  Oldmkon  stands,'  says  Mr.  Granger,  *  at 
the  head  of  infaiuous  historiaos :'  he  died  July  9,  1742.  *  Supplement  to 
Swift's  Works,'  vol.  i.  p.  47.  note.    N. 

^  The  author  alludes  hdre  to  the  terrible  tempests  which  happened  in 
Novcnober  1705,  and  made  sad  havoc  in  £ngland,  and  in  several  other 
places  of  Europe. 
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f  *Twas  then  great  Marlbra's  mighty  soul  was  prov'df 
That,  in  the  shock  of  charging  hosts  unmov'd^ 
Amidst  confusion,  horror,  and  despair^ 
Examined  all  the  dreadful  scenes  of  war ; 
In  peaceful  thought  the  field  of  death  survey'd. 
To  fainting  squadrons  sent  the  timely  aid, 
Inspired  repuls'd  battalions  to  engage, 
And  taught  the  doubtful  battle  where  to  rage. 
So  when  an  angel,  by  divine  command, 
With  rising  tem]>ests  shakes  a  guilty  land, 
Such  as  of  late  o'er  pale  Britannia  past. 
Calm  and  serene  he  drives  the  furious  blast ; 
And,  pleas'd  th'  Almighty's  ord^s  to  perform. 
Rides  in  the  whirlwind,  and  directs  the  storm*/ 

The  whole  poem  is  so^  exquisitely  noble  and  poetic; 
that  I  think  it  an  hohour  to  our  nation  and  Ian- 
guage^* 

The  gentlenlan  condud^ed  his  critique  on  this  worl^ 
by  saying  that  '  be  esteenied  it  wholly  new,  and  a 
wonderful  attempt  to  keep  up  the  ordinary  ideas  of 
a  march  of  an  army,  just  as  they  happened,  in  so 
warm  and  great  a  style,  and  yet  be  at  once  familiar 
and  heroic.  Such  a  performance  is  a  chronicle  as 
well  as  a  poem,  and  will  preserve  the  memory  of  our 
herot^  when  all  the  edifices^  and  statues  erected  to  his 
Idonour  are  blended  with  common  dust/ 

•  Psalm  cxkilL  a. 

'  *  No  passage  in  the  Campaign,^  says  Dr.  JohnsoBy  ha&  be^  more  often 
mentioned  than  the  simile  of  the  Angela  which  is  said  in  the  Tatler  to  be 
*  (Vie  of  4m  noblest  thoughitB  that  ever  entered  iato  the  heart  of  maa^* 
and  is  therefore  worthy  4»f  attentive  eoasideiatioD<-^But  perhaps  thii 
thought,  though  hardly  a  simile,  was  remote  from  vulgar  conceptions,  and 
required  '^^at  labour  oi  Fesearoh,  or  dexterity  of  application.  Of  this, 
Dn  Madden,  a  name  which  Ireland  ought  to  honour,  once  gave  me  his 
opinion.  *  If  I  had  set,'  said  he,  *  ten  school-boys  to  write  on  the  battle 
of  Blenheim,  and  eight  had  brought  me  the  Angel,  I  should  not  have  been 
surprised.'    Lives,  vol.  ii.  p.  408.  410. 

s  Blenheim-house  seems  as  if  it  was  built  for  a  long  duration. 
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Letters  from  the  Hague,  of  the  23rd  instant  K  S. 
say,  that  the  AUies  were  so  forward  in  the  siege  of 
Tournay,  that  they  were  preparing  for  a  general  as- 
sault, which,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  made  within 
a  few  days.  Deserters  from  the  town  gave  an  account, 
that  the  garrison  were  carrying  their  ammunition  and 
provisions  into  the  citadel,  which  occasioned  a  tumult 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  French 
army  had  laid  bridges  over  the  Scarp,  and  made  a 
motion  as  if  they  intended  to  pass  that  river :  but 
though  they  are  joined  by  the  reinforcement  expected 
from  Germany,  it  was  not  believed  they  would  make 
any  attempt  towards  relieving  Tournay.  Letters 
from  Brabant  say,  there  has  been  a  discovery  made 
of  a  design  to  deliver  up  Antwerp  to  the  enemy.  The 
States  of  Holland  have  agreed  to  a  general  naturali- 
zation of  all  Protestants  who  shall  fly  into  their 
dominions  :  to  which  purpose  a  proclamation  was  to 
be  issued  within  a  few  days. 

They  write  from  France,  that  the  great  misery  and 
want  under  which  that  nation  has  so  long  laboured, 
has  ended  in  a  pestilence,  which  began  to.  appear  in 
Burgundy  and  Dauphin6.  They  add,  that  in  the 
town  of  Ma9on,  three  hundred  persons  had  died  in 
the  space  of  ten  days.  Letters  from  Lisle,  of  the 
24th  instant,  advise,  that  great  numbers  of  deserters 
came  daily  into  that  city,  the  most  part  of  whom  are 
dragoons.  Letters  from  France  say,  that  the  Loire, 
having  overflowed  its  banks,  hath  laid  the  country 
under  water  for  three  hundred  miles  together. 
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No.  44.  THURSDAY,  July  21,  1709>* 

— NuUit  amor  est  medwabilis  herhit  Oytd  Met.  i.  523. 

'  No  herb,  alas  I  can  cure  the  pangs  of  love.* 


WRITB's  CHOCOLATE-HOUSEy  JULY  19. 

This  day,  passing  through  Covent-garden,  I  was 
stopped  in  the  piazza  by  Pacolet,  to  observe  what  he 
called  the  triumph  of  love  and  youth.  I  turned  to 
the  object  he  pointed  at,  and  there  I  saw  a  gay  gilt 
chariot,  drawn  by  fresh  prancing  horses ;  the  coach- 
man with  a  new  cockade,  and  the  lacqueys  with  in- 
solence and  plenty  in  their  countenances.  I  asked 
immediately,  *  What  young  heir  or  lover  owned  that 
glittering  equipage  ?'  But  my  companion  interrupted : 

*  Do  not  you  see  there  the  mourning  JEsculapius''  ?* 

*  The  mourning?'  said  I.     *  Yes,  Isaac,'  said  Pacolet, 

*  he  is  in  deep  mourning,  and  is  the  languishing, 
hopeless  lover  of  the  divine  Hebe*,  the  emblem  of 

M 

*  Steele's. 

^  This  papeir  was  written  in  ridicule  of  a  love-af^  which  befelDr.  Rad- 
cUfie,  who  was  at  this  time  about  sixty ;  he  died  Nov.  1,  1714,  aged  sixty- 
four.  See  Bipg.  Brit.  vol.  v.  art  Radclifie;  and  Tatler,  Nos.  46.  47.  50. 
and  67. 

^  This  lad/s  real  name  was  Miss  Tempest.  *  £lle  6toit  une  tr^s  belle  et 
tres  vertueuse  personne,  et  fille  d'honneur  de  la  Heine.  M.  Raddi^, 
avec  tout  son  savoir— -et  tout  son  amour-— ne  pent  lui  sauver  la  vie.  L'au- 
teur,  qui  le  peint  k  cause  de  cela  en  grand  deuil,  charge  d'aUleurs  la  pein- 
ture  d'autres  omamens  etrangers,  afin  de  paiser  un  pen  les  lecteurs.' 
Balnllard. 

The  author  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Radcliffe,  in  the  Biog.  Britan.  p.  346S  (the 
materials  of  which  were  taken  from  a  pamphlet  published  by  one  Pittb, 
from  the  information  of  Dr.  Mead),  relates  this  differently.  *  The  lady, 
who  made  the  doctor,  at  this  advanced  age,  stand  in  need  of  a  physician 
himself,  was,'  he  says,  *  of  great  beauty,  wealth,  and  quality ;  and  too  at- 
tractive not  to  inspire  the  coldest  heart  with  the  warmest  sentiments. 
After  he  had  made  a  cive  of  her,  he  could  not  but  imagine,  as  naturally  he 
mighty  that  her  ladyship  would  entertain  a  favourable  opinion  of  him.  But 
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youth  and  beauty.  The  excellent  and  learned  sage 
you  behold  in  that  furniture  is  the  strongest  instance 
imaginable,  that  love  is  the  most  powerful  of  all 
things. 

*  You  are  not  so  ignorant  as  to  be  a  stranger  to  the 
character  of  iEsculaptus,  as  the  patron  and  most  suc- 
cessful of  all  who  profess  the  art  of  medicine.  But 
as  most  of  his  operations  are  owing  to  a  natural  saga- 
city or  impulse,  he  has  very  little  troubled  himself 
with  the  doctrine  of  drugs,  but  has  always  given 
nature  more  room  to  help  herself,  than  any  of  hec 
learned  assistants;  aa4,  consequently^  has  done  greater 
wonders  than  is  in  the  power  of  art  to  perform  :  f<Mr 
which  reason  he  is  hahf  deified  by  the  people ;  and 
has  ever  been  justly  courted  by  all  the  world,  as  if 
he  were  a  seventh  son. 

*  It  happened,  that  the  charming  Hebe  was  re- 
duced,  by  a  long  and  violent  fever,  to  the  most  ex- 
treme danger  of  death ;  and  when  aU  skill  failed,  they 
sent  for  ^scukpius.  The  renowned  artist  was 
touched  with  the  deepest  compassion  to  see  the  faded 
charms  and  faint  bloom  of  Hebe  ;  and  had  a  generous 
concern  in  beholding  a  struggle,  not  between  life, 
but  rather  between  youth  and  death.  AU  his  skill 
and  his  passion  tended  to  the  recovery  of  Hebe, 
beautiful  even  in  sickness :  but,  alas !  the  unhappy 
physician  knew  not  that  in  all  his  care  he  was  only 
sharpening  darts  for  his  own  destruction.  In  a  word, 
his  fortune  was  the  same  with  that  of  the  statuary, 

the  lady,  however  grateful  she  might  be  for  the  care  he  had  taken  of  litf 
h««ltji,  divulged  the  seewt,  and  one  of  her  confidentB  revealed  it  to  Steele, 
who,  on  account  of  party,  was  so  iil  naturesi  at.  ta  write  the  ridicule  of  it 
iiHiie  Tatlbr.' 

It  mu«t  be  owmed  that  Steide  ww  toe-  often  transported'  by  the  Bpint  ef 
party,  beyond  tfa«  natural  benevolence  of  his  temper ;  and  that  from  iba, 
or  whatever  motive,  the  character  of  ihiB  Tary«doetov  is  treated  si  these 
papers  wi^  a  severity,  notwi(ii8tan#ag  t^  whimsica}  peculiaii^es  of  Radr 
oliife,  not  strictly  ^istiiiable. 
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who  fell  in  love  with  the  image  of  his  own  making ; 
and  the  unfortunate  ^sculapius  is  become  the  patient 
of  her  whom  be  lately  recovered.     Long  before  this 
disaster,  j^Ssculapius  was  fargon^  in  the  unnecessary 
and  superfluous  amusements  of  old  age,  in  increasing 
unweildy  stores,  and  providing^  in  the  midst  of  an  in- 
capacity of  enjoyment  of  what  he  had,  for  a  supply 
of  more  wants  than  he  had  calls  for  in  youth  itselll 
But  these  low  considerations  are  now  no  more,  and 
love  has  taken  place  of  avarice,  or  rather  is  become 
an  avarice  of  another  kind,  which  stiU  urges  him  to 
pursue  what  he  does  not  want»     But,  behold  the  me- 
tamorphosis ;  the  anxious,  mean  caref  of  an  usurer 
are  turned  into  the  languishments  and  complaints 
of  a  lover*"/     *  Behold,'  says  the  aged  jiEscnlapius, 
*  I  submit ;  I  own,  great  Love,   thy  empire  :  pity, 
Hebe,  the  fop  you  have  made*     What  have  I  to  do 
with  gilding  but  on  pills  ?    Yet,  O  fair !  for  thee  I 
sit  amidst  a  crowd  of  painted  deities  on  my  chariot, 
buttoned  in  gold,  clasped  in  gold,  without  having  any 
value  for  that  beloved  metal,  but  as  it  adorns  the 
person,  and  laces  the  hat  of  thy  dying  lover.     I  ask 
not  to  live,  O  Hebe!  give  me  but  gentle  death: 
Eu&avi<na^  Eif&ava<rKXi\  that  is  all  I  implore/ 

When  JEsculapius  had  finished  his  complaint, 
Pacolet  went  on  in  deep  morals  on  the  uncertainty  of 
riches,  with  this  remarkable  exclamation :  *  O  wealth! 
how  impotent  art  thou  I  and  how  Httle  dost  thou  sup- 
ply us  with  real  happiness,  when  the  usurer  himself 

^  *  Ce  medHcin  n'etait  pas  ne  pour  la  galaoterie,  car  ees  loameres  {tcnent 
fort  brusques,  et  g^n^ralement  tr^s  impolies.  A  celd  il  «t^  fff^xid^  «t  Wfn 
fait.'     Babillard. 

The  doctor  had  a  sort  of  antipathy  to  women,  and  being  unfortunate  in 
his  only  attempt  to  marry,  he  grew  to  a  degree  of  insensibility  for  the  sex ; 
and  often  declared  that  he  wished  for  an  act  of  parliament,  whereby  nurses 
only  should  be  enti«kd  to  prescribe  to  them.    Biog.  Brit  ubi  suprd, 

1  A  Greek  word,  that  signifies  *  easy  death,'  whidl  was  the  common  wish 
of  the  emperor  Augustus.  Sueton.  in  August,  cap.  99. 
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can  forget  thee  for  the  love  of  what  is  as  foreign  to 
his  felicity  as  thou  art !' 

will's  COmS-HOUSEy  JULY  19. 

TiiE  company  here,  who  have  all  a  delicate  taste  for 
theatrical  representations,  had  made  a  gathering  to 
purchase  the  moveables  of  the  neighbouring  play- 
house, for  the  encouragement  of  one  which  is  setting 
up  in  the  Hay-market.  But  the  proceedings  at  the 
auction,  by  which  method  the  goods  have  been  sold 
this  evening,  have  been  so  unfair,  that  this  generous 
design  has  been  frustrated  ;  for  the  imperial  mantle 
made  for  Cyrus  was  missing,  as  also  the  chariot  and 
two  dragons ;  but  upon  examination  it  was  found, 
that  a  gentleman  of  Hampshire  had  clandestinely 
bought  them  both,  anU  is  gone  down  to  his  country 
seat ;  and  that  on  Saturday  last  he  passed  through 
Staines,  attired  in  that  robe,  and  drawn  by  the  said 
dragons,  assisted  by  two  only  of  his  own  horses.  This 
theatrical  traveller  has  also  left  orders  with  Mr.  Hall" 
to  send  the  faded  rainbow  to  the  scourer's,  and  when 
it  comes  home,  to  despatch  it  after  him.  At  the  same 
time  Christopher  Rich",  esquire,  is  invited  to  bring 
down  his  setting-sun  himself,  and  be  box-keeper  to  a 
theatre  erected  by  this  gentleman  near  Southampton. 
'Thus  there  has  been  nothing  but  artifice  in  the 
management  of  this  affair ;  for  which  reason  I  beg 
pardon  of  the  town,  that  I  inserted  the  inventory  in  my 
paper  j  and  solemnly  protest,  I  knew  nothing  of  this 
Bitful  design  of  vending  these  rarities ;  but  I  meant 
only  the  good  of  the  world,  in  that  and  all  other 
things  which  I  divulge. 

And  now  I  am  upon  this  subject,  I  must  do  myself 

>»  A  noted  Auctioneer  of  those  times. 

^  The  patentee  for  Drury-lane  play-house,  which  was  shut  up  about  this 
time  by  an  order  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain.  See  Tatler,  No.  42.  and 
note. 
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justice  in  relation  to  an  article  in  a  former  paper", 
wherein  I  made  mention  of  a  person  who  keeps  a 
puppet-show  in  the  town  of  Bath ;  I  was  tender  of 
naming  names,  and  only  just  hinted,  that  he  makes 
larger  promises,  when  he  invites  people  to  his  dra- 
matic representations,  than  he  is  able  to  perform :  but 
I  am  credibly  informed,  that  he  makes  a  prophane, 
lewd  jester,  whom  he  calls  Punch,  speak  to  the  dis- 
honour of  Isaac  BickerstafF  with  great  familiarity ; 
and,  before  all  my  learned  friends  in  that  place,  takes 
upon  him  to  dispute  my  title  to  the  appellation  of 
esquire.  I  think  I  need  not  say  much  to  convince  aU 
the  world,  that  this  Mr.  Powel%  for  that  is  his  name, 
is  a  pragmatical  and  vain  person,  to  pretend  to  argue 
with  me  on  any  subject.  Mecum  certdsse  feretur"^ ; 
that  is  to  say.  It  will  be  an  honour  to  him  to  have  it 
said  he  contended  with  me :  but  I  would  have  him  to 

o  All  the  papers  and  passages  about  Powel,  the  puppet-show-man,  relate 
to  the  controversy  between  Hoadly  and  Oflfepring  Blackall  bishop  of  Exe- 
ter, on  which  they  were  intended  as  a  banter;  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
wit  and  raillery  is  employed  on  the  side  of  Hoadly.  See  preface  to  the 
Tatler,  vol.iv.  See  also  Tatler,  No.  11.  and  note  j  No.  16.  and  note;  and 
No.  45. 

P  *  n  faut  savoir  qu'en  Mars,  1709,  M.  Blackall  precha  devant  la  Reine 
un  sermon,  dans  lequel  il  etablit  la  doctrine  la  plus  outree  sur  Tobeissance 
passive;  et  qu'en  1704,  prechant  dans  une  paroisse  de  Londres,  il  avoit 
prech^  I'obeissance  limit^e  par  les  loix  de  T^tat.  M.  Hoadly  6crivit  contre 
le  sermon  de  1709,  et  le  combatit  principalement  par  I'opposition  de  celui 
de  1704.  L*Eveque;  horriblement  piqu^  de  cette  maniere  de  refutation, 
repondit  ayec  une  extreme  hauteur,  et  se  pr6valut  beaucoup  de  la  superio- 
rite  de  son  rang  contre  un  antagoniste  qui  n'^oit  encore  que  simple  Rec- 
teur  de  la  paroisse  de  St.  Kerre  le  pauvre,  a  Londres.  Bickerstaff  prend 
ici  parti  contre  I'Ev^que.  D'un  cote  il  lui  reproche  la  hauteur  et  impoli- 
tesse  de  sa  r^ponse,  dont  il  tire  quelques  paroles,  qui  marquent  plus  de 
col^e  que  de  civilite.  De  I'autre,  en  I'introduisant  sous  le  personage  de 
Powel,  il  I'accuse  de  n'aller  pas  droit  en  besogne,  d'agir  par  de  principes 
cach^,  et  de  supposer  tous  les  sujets  comme  autant  d'automates,  ou  de 
machines  qui  ne  peuvent,  et  qui  ne  doivent  se  remuer,  qu'^  la  volont6  du 
Prince.'    Babillard. 

<i  The  fastidious  and  reproachful  answer  of  Ajax  to  Ulysses,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  their  contesting  for  the  arms  of  Achilles. — Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  xiii. 
ver.  20. 
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know,  that  I  can  look  beyond  his  wires,  and  know 
very  well  the  whole  trick  of  his  art ;  and  that  it  is 
only  by  these  wires  that  the  eye  of  the  spectator  is 
cheated,  and  hindered  from  seeing  that  there  is  a  thread 
on  one  of  Punch's  chops,  which  draws  it  up,  and  lets  it 
fall  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Powel,  who  stands 
behind  and  plays  him,  and  makes  him  speak  saucily 
of  his  betters.     He  !  to  pretend  to  make  prologues 

against  me! But  a  man  never  behaves  himself 

with  decency  in  his  own  case ;  therefore,  I  shall 
command  myself,  and  never  trouble  me  farther  with 
this  little  fellow,  who  is  himself  but  a  tall  puppet, 
and  has  not  brains  enough  to  make  even  wood  speak 
as  it  ought  to  do:  and  I,  that  have  heard  the  groaning 
board,  can  despise  all  that  his  puppets  shall  be  able 
to  speak  as  long  as  they  live.  But,  Ea:  quovis  ligno 
nonjit  Mercurius  \  He  has  pretended  to  write  to  me 
also  from  the  Bath  \  and  says  he  thought  to  have  de- 
ferred giving  me  an  answer  until  he  came  to  his  books  f 
but  that  my  writings  might  do  well  with  the  waters : 

4  JEvery  log  of  wood  will  not  make  a  Mercury. 

r  Alluding  to  the  Bishop  of  Exeter's  answer  to  Hoadl/s  letter,  1 709^  in 
which  there  is  this  passage :  ^  I  have  no  hooks  here ;  and  heing  under  these 
circumstances,  I  hope  I  may  be  excused,,  if,  in  citing  scripture,  I  should  not 
always  name  chapter  and  verse,  nor  hit  exactly  upon  the  veiy  words  of  the 
translation.'    Lord  Bishop  of  Exeter's  Answers,  &c.  p.  2  and  3. 

<  Left  amis  de  M.  Blackall  disoient  par  voye  d'eloge,  qu'il  lisoit  peu  a  la 
verite,  mais  qu'en  recompense  il  medetoit  beaucoup.  Un  louange  pareil 
ressemble  assez  ^  la  satire,'  &c.    Babillard. 

*  As  to  the  Tatlers  relating  to  Powel's  puppets,  and  the  doctrines  of  paS" 
give  obedience  and  absolute  non-resistance,  and  to  bishop  Blackall,  I  know 
it  gave  my  father  some  uneasiness,  that  there  is  reference  to  a  fact,  which, 
as  he  resolved  himself  never  to  take  notice  of,  thinking  it  ungenerous,  so  he 
was  sorry  to  see  any  fiiehd  of  the  cause  had ;  which  is,  that  the  bishop  had 
said  inadvertently,  he  was  at  Bath,  and  bad  not  a  Bible  in  his  family.  It  i> 
worth  remarking,  that  all  the  arguments  used  by  Powel  about  his  power 
over  Punch,  *  lighting  his  pipe  with  one  of  his  legs,'  &c.  are  a  good  bur- 
lesque of  those  used  by  the  advocates  of  non-resistance,  which  put  me  in 
mind  of  what  colond  Titus  said  in  the  House  of  Commons,  '  that  he  could 
not  believe  men  were  bom  with  saddles  on  their  backs,  and  one  booted  and 
spurred,  with  a  whip  ia  his  hand,  to  ride  them.'    Dr.  John  Hoadly. 
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wbich  are  pert  expressionis,  that  become  a  school-boy 
better  than  •  one  that  is  to  teach  others :  and  when  I 
have  said   a  civil   thing  to  him,    he  cries,  *  Oh!  I 

thank  you  for  that -I  am  your  humble  servant 

for  that^'  Ah!  Mr.  Powel,  these  smart  civilities 
will  never  run  down  men  of  learning :  I  know  well 
enough  your  design  is  to  have  all  men  automata^ 
like  your  puppets ;  but  the  world  is  grown  too  wise, 
and  can  look  through  these  thin  devices.  I  know 
you  design  to  make  a  reply  to  this ;  but  be  sure  you 
stick  close  to  my  words }  for  if  you  bring  me  into 
discourses  concerning  the  government  of  your  pup- 
pets, I  must  tell  you*,  *  I  neither  am,  nor  have  been, 
nor  will  be,  at  leisure  to  answer  you.*  It  is  really  a 
burning  shame  this  man  should  be  tolerated  in  abus- 
ing the  world  with  such  representations  of  things  : 
but  his  parts  decay,  and  he  is  not  much  more  alive 
than  Partridge  ^ 

FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  JULY  14. 

I  MUST  beg  parclon  of  my  readers,  that  for  this  time 
I  have,  I  fear,  huddled  up  my  discourse,  having  been 
very  busy  in  helping  an  old  friend  of  mine  out  of 
town.  He  has  a  very  good  estate,  and  is  a  man  of 
wit  J  but  he  has  been  three  years  absent  from  town, 
and  cannot  bear  a  jest;  for  which  reason  I  have, 
with  some  pains,  convinced  him,  that  he  can  no  more 
live  here  than  if  he  were  a  downright  bankrupt.  He 
was  so  fond  of  dear  London,  that  he  began  to  fret, 
only  inwardly;  but  being  unable  to  laugh  and  be 
laughed  at,  I  took  a  place  in  the  northern  coach  for 
him  and  his  family;  and  hope  he  is  got  to-night  safe 
from  all  sneerers  in  his  own  parlour. 

*  Meaning  a  Bishop,  alluding  to  what  ought  to  be  his  employment. 
<  The  Bishop,  after  quoting   a  respectful  expression  of  Hoadly,  says, 
^  your  serrant,  «ir,  for  l£at.' 

^  Mere  machines.  ^c  xhe  Bishop^s  words  retorted, 

y  See  Tatier,  Nos,  l,  7, 11,  «5,  and  44. 
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ST.  JAMBS'S  COPFEE-HOtrSE,  JUt,r  SO. 

This  morning  we  received  by  express  the  agreeable 
news  of  the  surrender  of  the  town  of  Toumay  on 
the  28th  instant,  N.  S.  The  place  was  assaulted 
by  the  attacks  of  general  Schuylemberg,  and  that  of 
general  of  Lottum,  at  the  same  time.  The  action  at 
both  those  parts  of  the  town  was  very  obstinate,  and 
the  Allies  lost  a  considerable  number  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  dispute;  but  the  fight  was  continued 
with  so  great  bravery,  that  the  enemy,  observing  our 
men  to  be  masters  of  all  the  posts  which  were  neces- 
sary for  a  general  attack,  beat  the  chamadej  and 
hostages  were  received  from  the  town,  and  others 
sent  from  the  besiegers,  in  order  to  come  to  a  formal 
capitulation  for  the  surrender  of  the  place.  We  have 
also  this  day  received  advice,  that  sir  John  Leake, 
who  lies  off  Dunkirk,  had  intercepted  several  ships 
laden  with  com  from  the  Baltic ;  and  that  the  Dutch 
privateers  had  fallen  in  with  others,  and  carried  them 
into  Holland.  The  French  letters  advise,  that  the 
young  son  to  the  duke  of  Anjou  lived  but  eight  days. 


No.  45.    SATURDAY,  July  as,  1709  * 

Credo  pudiciHam,  Satumo  rege,  moratam 

In  Urrit-^  Juv.  Sat.  vi.  1. 

In  Saturn's  reign,  at  nature's  early  birth, 

There  was  that  thing  call'd  chastity  on  earth.  Dryd£n. 


white's  chocolate-house,  JULY  22. 

The  other  day  I  took  a  walk  a  mile  or  two  out  of 
town,  and  strolling  wherever  chance  led  me,  I  was 
insensibly  carried  into  a  by-road,  along  which  was  a 


*  Stulk's. 
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very  i^reeable  quickset,  of  an  extraordinary  height^ 
which  surrounded  a  very  delicious  seat  and  garden. 
From  one  angle  of  the  hedge,  I  heard  a  voice  cry, 

•  Sir,  Sir!' This  raised  my  curiosity,  and  I  heard 

the  same  voice  say,  but  in  a  gentle  tone,  *  Come  for- 
ward, come  forward!'  I  did  so,  and  one  through  the 
hedge  called  me  by  my  name,  and  bid  me  go  on  to 
the  left,  and  I  should  be  admitted  to  visit  an  old  ac- 
cquaintance  in  distress.  The  laws  of  knight-errantry 
made  me  obey  the  summons  without  hesitation;  and 
and  I  was  let  in  at  the  back-gate  of  a  lovely  house 
by  a  maid-servant,  who  carried  me  from  room  to 
room  until  I  came  into  a  gallery;  at  the  end  of 
which,  I  saw  a  fine  lady,  dressed  in  the  most  sump« 
tuous  habit,  as  if  she  were  going  to  a  ball,  but  with 
the  most  abject  and  disconsolate  sorrow  in  her  face 
that  I  ever  beheld.  As  I  came  near,  she  burst  into 
tears,  and  cried,  *  Sir,  do  not  you  know  the  unhappy 
Teraminta?'     I  soon  recollected  her  whole  per^n : 

*  But,'  said  I,  *  Madam,  the  simplicity  of  dress,  in 
which  I  have  ever  seen  you  at  your  good  father^s 
house,  and  the  cheerfulness  of  countenance  with 
which  you  always  appeared,  are  so  unlike  the  fashion 
and  temper  you  are  now  in,  that  I  did  not  easily  re- 
cover the  memory  of  you.  Your  habit  was  then 
decent  and  modest,  your  looks  serene  and  beautiful : 
whence  then  this  unaccountable  change?  Nothing 
can  speak  so  deep  a  sorrow  as  your  present  aspect ; 
yet  your  dress  is  made  for  jollity  and  revelling!* — 
<  It  is,'  said  she,  *  an  unspeakable  pleasure  to  meet 
with  one  I  know,  and  to  bewail  mysdf  to  any  that  h 
not  an  utter  stranger  to  humanity, 

*  When  your  friend  my  father  died,  he  left  me  tp 
a  wide  world,  with  no  defence  against  the  insults  of 
fortune ;  but  rather,  a  thousand  snares  to  intrap  me 
in  the  dangers  to  which  youth  and  innocence  are^ 

VOL.  I.  cc 
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exposed,  in  mi  age  wheran  bonout  and  vinoe  are 
becc^me  mere  words,  and  used  o^ly  as  they  serve  to 
betray  those  who  understand  them  in  their  natire 
sense,  and  obey  them  as  the  guides  and  motives  of 
their  being.  The  wickedest  of  all  men  living,  the 
abandoned  Decius,  who  has  no  knowledge  of  any 
good  art  or  purpose  of  human  life,  but  as  it  tends  to 
the  satisfaction!  of  his  appetites,  had  opp^Hlunities  of 
frequently  seeing  and  entertaining  me  at  a  house 
where  mixed  company  boarded,  and  where  be  placed 
himself  for  the  base  intention  which  he  has  sinoe 
brought  to  pass.  Decius  saw  enough  in  me  to  raise 
his  brutal  desires,  and  my  circumstances  gave  him 
hopes  of  accomplishing  them.  But  all  the  glittering 
expectations  he  could  lay  before  me,  joined  by  my 
private  terrors  of  poverty  itself,  could  not  for  some 
months  prevail  upon  me ;  yet,  however  I  hated  his 
intention,  I  still  had  a  secret  satisfaction  in  his  oourt- 
ship,  and  always  exposed  mysetf  to  his  solicitations. 
See  here  the  bane  of  our  sex !  Let  the  flattery  be 
never  so  apparent,  the  flatterer  never  so  ill  thought 
of,  his  praises  are  still  agreeable,  and  we  oontri^ 
bute  to  our  own  deceit.  I  was,  therefore,  ever  £md 
of  all  opportunities  and  pretences  of  being  in  his 
c)bmpany.  In  a  word,  I  was  at  last  ruined  by  him, 
and  brought  to  this  place,  where  I  have  been  ever 
since  immured ;  and  from  the  fetal  day  after  my  feU 
from  innocence,  my  worshipper  became  my  master 
and  my  tyrant. 

*  Thus  you  see  me  habited  in  the  most  gorgeous 
manner,  not  in  honour  of  me  as  a  woman  he  loves, 
but  as  this  attire  charms  his  own  eye,  and  urges  him 
to  repeat  the  gratification  he  takes  in  me,  as  the  ser- 
vant of  his  brutish  lusts  and  appetites.  I  know  not 
where  to  fly  for  redress;  but  am  here  piniag  awfty 
Itfe  m  the  solitude  and  severity  6f  a  nun,  but  tl^ 
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conscience  aqd  guilt  of  an  harlot.  I  live  in  thi^  lewd 
practice  with  a  religious  awQ  of  my  minister  of  dark- 
ness, upbraided  with  the  support  I  receive  from  him, 
ior  the  inestioMble  possession  of  youth,  pf  innocence, 
of  honour,  and  of  conscience.  I  se^,  Sir,  my  dis* 
course  grows  painful  to  you ;  all  I  beg  of  you  ]b,  to 
paint  it  in  so  strong  colours,  as  to  let  Decius  see  X  am 
discovered  to  be  in  his  podses^ipn,  that  I  may  bQ 
turned  out  of  this  detestable  scene  of  regular  iniqqityi 
and  either  think  no  more,  or  sin  no  more*  If  your 
writings  have  the  good  effect  of  gaining  ipy  enlarge^ 
ment,  I  promise  you  I  will  atone  for  this  unhn^py 
stqp^  by  preferring  ap  innocent  laborious  poverty,  tQ 
all  the  gw}ty  a^ftuenc^  the  world  can  oflfer  me/ 

will's  COrFEE-HOUgEy  JULy  21« 

To  show  that  I  do  pot  besr  an  irreconcileable  hatred 
to  my  mortal  enemy,  Mr.  Powel  at  Bath,  1  do  faup 
function ""  the  honour  to  publish  to  the  world|  th«t 
plays  represented  by  p^pets  are  permitted  w  ow 
universities^  and  that  sort  of  drama  jis  not  wholly 
thought  unworthy  the  critique  of  learned  bead3  i  huU 
as  I  have  been  conversant  rather  with  the  greater 
od^  as  J  think  the  critics  call  it,  I  must  be  so  hum<» 
ble  a3  to  make  a  request  to  Mr.  Powel^  and  desire 
him  to  apply  hi^  thoi^ts  to  answering  the  difficul- 
ties with  which  my  kinsman,  the  author  of  the  follow- 
ing letter^  9eem$  to  be  embarrassed* 

*  An  allusion  to  Ofispring  Blackall's  being  a  bishop.  The  uniyenily  of  0»> 
fiNrd  (tedair^  piMidj  in  frvowr  of  his  kntship,  and  his  doctrine  (^passive 
i^hedienp*;  atd  in  §•  doisg  aated  in  consjstenqr  with  its  taMms  decvet  |n 
iki^ywtlSBk  JBafaiUani. 
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•  To  my  honoured    kinsman,  Isaac   Bickerstaff, 

Esquire. 

=  *  DEAR  COUSIN, 

*  Had  the  family  of  the  Beadlestafis*,  whereof 
I,  though  unworthy,  am  one,  known  of  your  being 
latrfy  at  Oxon,  we  had  in  our  own  name,  and  in  the 
university's,  as  it  is  our  ofiSce,  made  you  a  compli- 
ment :  but  your  short  stay  here  robbed  us  of  an  op- 
portunity of  paying  our  due  respects,  and  you  of  re- 
ceiving an  ingenious  entertainment,  with  which  we 
at  present  divert  ourselves  and  strangers.  A  puppet- 
show  at  this  time  supplies  the  want  of  an  act  **.  And 
uince  the  nymphs  of  this  city  are  disappointed  of  a 
luscious  music-speech,  and  the  country  ladies  of  hear- 
ing their  sons  or  brothers  speak  verses;  yet  the 
vocal  machines,  like  them,  by  the  help  of  a  prompter, 
say  things  as  much  to  the  benefit  of  the  audience,  and 
almost  as  properly  their  own.  The  licence  of  a 
Derrce  FiUus''  is  refined  to  the  well-bred  satire  of 
Punchenello.  Now,  cousin  Bickerstaff,  though  Punch 
has  neither  a  French  night-cap^,  nor  long  pockets, 
yet'  you  must  own  him  to  be  a  pretty  fellow,  a  very 
pretty  fellow:  nay,  since  he  seldom  leaves  the  com- 
pany, without  calling  son  of  a  whore,  demanding 
satisfaction,  and  duelling,  he  must  be  owned  a  smart 
ieUow  too.     Yet,  by  some  indecencies  towards  the 

»  See  Tatler,  No.  11. 

>> '  On  appelle  actes,  danfi  les  univenites,  les  assemblees  qui  se  font  pour 
conferer  les  degr6s,  II  se  fait  alors  des  disputes,  des  declamations,'  &c. 
BabiUard. 

c  *  On.  donna  .ce  nom  a  un  jeune  etudiant,  qui  dans  les  actes  pubh'ques 
£ut  des  declamations  arbitraires,  qui  soht  souvent  tres  satiiiques.  On  a 
imprimi^  quelquefois  sous  ce  titre  des  pieces  fort.^fHritaelles  et  fort  hardies. 
II  en  parut  sous  le  regne  de  George  L  deux  p6tits  volumes  qui  n'etoient 
point  a  rhonneur  de  Tuniversite.    Ibid, 

d '  L'auteur  insinue  que  Tuniversite  ^toit  portee  pour  le  pr^tendant,  que 
la  Prance  soutenoit»  et  pour  lequel  aussi  les  Whigs,  pr6tendoient  qu'agissoit 
sous  main  un  Seigneur,  tres  zel^,  Anglican,  qiu  conserva  la  mode  des 
longues  poches  a  son  habit.'    Babillard,  tome  ii.  art.  x. 
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ladies  %  he  seems  to  be  of  a  third  character,  distinct 
from  any  you  have  yet  touched  upon.  A  young 
gentleman  who  sat .  next  me  (for  I  had  the  curiosity 
of  seeing  this  entertainment)  in  a  tufted  gown,  red 
stockings,  and  long  wig  (which  I  pronounce  to  be 
tantamount  to  red  heels,  and  a  dangling  cane)  waa 
enri^ed  when  Punchenello  disturbed  a  soft  love- 
scene  with  his  ribaldry.  You  would  oblige  us  mightily 
by  laying  down  some  rules  for  adjusting  the  extrava- 
gant behaviour  of  this  Almanzor  of  the  play,  and  by 
writing  a  treatise  on  this  sort  of  dramatic  poetry,  so 
much  favoured,  and  so  little  understood,  by  the 
learned  worlds 

•  From  its  being  conveyed  in  a  cart,  after  the 
Thespian  manner,  all  the  parts  being  recited  by  one 
person,  as  the  custom  was  before  iEschylas,  and 
from  the  behaviour  of  Punch,  as  if  he  had  won  the 
goat,  you  may  possibly  deduce  its  antiquity,  and  set- 
tle the  chronology,  as  well  as  some  of  our  modem 
critics.  In  its  natural  transitions  from  mournful  to 
merry ;  as  from  the  hanging  of  a  lover  to  dancing  upon 
the  rope  j  from  the  stalking  of  a  ghost  to  a  lady's 
presenting  you  with  a  jig;  you  may  discover  such  a 

« *  On  reraarquoit  alors  en  Angleterre,  comme  nn  chose-  bien  singuliere, 
qtie  les  fcmqie$>  dont  si  pen  veulent  obeir  aleurs,  maiis,  se  declaroient 
presque  toutes  pour  I'obeissance  passive,  comme  due  au  prince.'    IM, 

*  I  never  heard  that  Beauty  contributed  to  the  danger  of  the  church ;  at 
least  it  was  never  complained  of  by  the  Doctor.  It  has  always  been  fiandiu 
.for  good  principles,  a  great  encourager  of  passive  obedience,  and  not  a  little 
pleased  to  turn  subjects  into  slaves.'     Medley,  No.  12. 

'  To  the  learned  our  notes  will  afford  little  information ;  but  for  the 
sake  of  the  unlearned,  it  may  be  prot)er  to  observe  here,  dramatic  represent- 
ations were  at  first  rural  diversions;  they  were  exhibited  in  a  cart,,  and 
the  actor  was  rewarded  with  a  goat,  which  was  sacrificed  to  Bacchus. 
Thespis  gave  the  first  form  to  this  rustic  diversion,  who  lived  in  the  time  of 
Solon ;  and  ^schylus,  instead  of  one,  introduced  two  actors.  Fronr  this 
it  follows,  that  the  liberty  of  the  stage  was  antecedent  to  its  constraint^ 
and  that  in  the  earliest  ages  there  were  free  nations  and  republican  govern- 
ments.    Babillard. 
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decoruflH  M  i^  tiot  to  be  found  ^9(^v^Bt6  tbito  Ui  out 
tiiagi^eomedied.  But  I  (otget  myself;  it  is  not  fcHr  ma 
to  <Uctate:  I  tiioU^t  ^  dear  cotisiHy  to  giire  yoa 
these  hints,  to  shoi^  you»  that  the  Beadliestiifb  do  not 
ttralk  before  men  of  letters  to  no  purpose ;  and  that 
lliough  we  do  but  hold  up  the  train  c^  alts  and  sci« 
ences,  yet,  like  other  pages,  we  are  now  and  tfa«A  let 
mto  our  ladies^  secrets.  I  am  your  ad%ctionate 
kinsman,  ,  Benjamin  Beadlbst aff/ 

Prom  Mother  Oourdon's  at  Hed- 
ibgto*.  Bear  Oxon,  June  iw;. 

FftOM  MY   OWN  AFABTMSKT,  JULY   2S, 

I  AM  got  hither  safe,  but  never  spent  time  with  so 
little  satisfaction  as  this  evening;  for  you  must 
know,  I  was  five  hours  with  three  merry,  and  two 
honest,  fellows.  The  former  sang  catches ;  and  the 
latter  even  died  with  laughing  at  the  noise  they  made. 
« Well,*  says  Tom  Bellfrey,  *  you  scholars,  Mr. 
Bickersta£^  are  the  worst  company  in  the  world.* — 
*Ay,*  says  his  opposite,  'you  are  dull  to-night; 
pr'ythee  be  merry.'  With  that  1  huzzaed,  and  took 
a  jump  cross  the  table,  then  came  clever  upon  my 
legs,  and  fell  a-laughing.  *  Let  Mr.  Bickerstaff 
alone,*  says  one  of  the  honest  fellows ;  *  when  he  is 
in  a  good  humour,  he  is  as  good  company  as  any  man 
in  England*  He  had  no  sooner  spoke,  but  I  snatched 
his  hat  off  his  head,  and  clapped  it  upon  my  own,  and 
biirat  out  a^laughing  again )  upon  which  we  all  fdl 
a-lattghing  for  half  an  hour.  One  of  the  honest  fel- 
lows got  behind  me  in  the  interim,  and  hit  me  a 
fpound  slap  on  the  back;  upcm  which  he  got  the 
laugh  out  of  my  hands  j  and  it  was  such  a  twang  on 
my  shoulders^  that  I  confess  he  was  much  merrier 
than  I.     I  was  half  amgry;  but  resolved  to  keep  up 

Z  A  village  near  Oxford;  where  Dr.  King  takes  the  scene  of  his  droB 
tra^-cotnedy,  called  *  Joan  of  Hedington.'  See  his  Works^  vol.  ill.  p.  I'S, 
edit.  1776. 
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the  good  humoQr  cf  the  compuiy ;  and  after  holibw^ 
ing  as  loud  as  I  could  fomhly^  I  drank. df  a  bumper 
cf  diaxiftt,  that  made  me  staape  ^agatn.  ^  Nay/  says  one 
of  the  hottest  fellows,  ^  Mr.  Isaac  ism  the  riglit,  there 
ia  no  oooTersatiooi  in  this ;  what  signifies  jumping, 
or  hitting  cme  another  on  the  back?  let  us  ddink 
about'  W^  did  so  from  seven  of  the  ck>ck  until 
eieyen;  ai^d  now  I  am  omie  hither,  and^  after  the 
manner  of  the  wise  Pythagoras,  begin  to  reflect  upon 
the  passages  of  the  day«  I  remember  nothing  but 
that  I  am  bruised  to  death;  and  as  it  is  my  way  U> 
write  down  all  the  goo(l  things  I  have  heard  in  the 
last  conversation,  to  furnish  my  paper,  I  can  from 
this  only  tell  you  my  sufferings  and  my  bangs. 

I  named  Pythagoras  just  now  $  and  I  protect  to 
you,  as  he  believed  men  after  death  entered  jfito 
other  species,  I  am  now  and  then  tempted  to  think 
other  animals  enter  into  men,  and  could  name  several 
on  two  legs,  that  never  discover  any  sentiment  above 
what  is  common  with  the  species  of  a  lower  kmdi  as 
we  see  in  these  bodily  wits  with  whom  I  was  to-4a4ght, 
whose  parts  consist  in  strength  a^d  activity;  bttt 
their  boisterous  mirth  gives  me  great  impatience  for 
the  return  erf  such  happiness  bb  I  enjoyed  in  a  con- 
versation last  week.  Among  others  in  Uiat  company 
we  bad  Ebrio,  who  never  interrupted  any  man  livk^ 
when  he  wa«  speaking ;  or  ever  ceaaed  to  i^eak^  bitt 
64;her8  lamented  that  iie  had  done.  His  diaoourse 
ever  arises  fr4»n  the  fulness  of  the  matter  befi^re  him$ 
and  fiot  from  o>stentatton  or  trlumpfa  of  his  under- 
standing; for  though  be  seldom  ddtvens  what  be 
liieed  fear  being  repeated,  he  speaks  wkhotat  hating 
tbat  •end  in  view ;  and  his  forbearance  of  cthmmy^ 
bkl^ness  is^wing  raither  to  his  goooUnatuw  than  his 
tfrscrelioii ;  for  which  veamm  he  is  esteemed  4.  ge»- 
tleman  perfectly  g«ialified  for  conversatian,  m  whom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S92  THE  TATLER,  tfo.45. 

a  general  goodwill  to  mankind  takes  off  the  necessity 
of  caution  and  circumspection. 

We  had  at  the  same  time  that  evening  the  best 
sort  of  bompanion  that  can  be»  a  good-natured  old 
man.     This  person,  in  the  company  of  young  men, 
meets  with  veneration  for  his  benevolence;  and  is 
not  only  valued  for  the  good  qualities  of  which  he  is 
master,  but  reaps  an  acceptance  from  the  pardon  he 
gives  to  other  men's  faults :  and  the  ingenuous  sort 
of  n»n  with  whom  he  converses,  have  so  just  a  re- 
gard for  him,  that  he  rather  is  an  example,  than  a 
dieck,  to  their  behaviour.     For  this  reason,  as  Sene- 
cio  never  pretends  to  be  a  man  of  pleasure  before 
youth,  so  young  men  never  set  up  for  wisdom  before 
Senecio ;  so  that  you  never  meet,  where  he  is,  those 
monsters  of  conversation,  who  are  grave  or  gay  above 
their  years.     He  never  converses  but  with  followers 
of  nature  and  good  sense,  where  all  timt  is  uttered  is 
only  the  effect  of  a  communicable  temper,  and  not 
of  emulation  to  excel  their  companions;  all  desire 
of  superiority  being  a  contradiction  to  that  spirit 
which  makes  a  just  conversation,  the  very  essence  of 
which  is  mutual  good-wilL     Hence  it  is,  that  I  take 
it  for  a  rule,  that  the  natural,  and  not  the  acquired 
man,  is  the  companion.     Learning,  wit,  gallantry, 
and  good  breeding,  are  all  but  subordinate  qualities 
in  society,  and  are  of  no  value,  but  as  they  are  sub- 
servient to  benevolence,  and  tend  to  a  certain  man- 
ner of  being  or  appearing  equal  to  the  rest  of  the 
-company;  for  conversation  is  composed  of  an  assem- 
bly of  men,  as  they  are  men,  juid  not  as  they  are 
distinguished  by  fortune:  therefore  he  who  brings 
his  quality  with  him  into  conversation,  should  always 
pay  the  reckoning ;  for  he  came  to  receive  homage, 

and  not  to  meet  his  friends. But  the  din  about 

mylars  from  the  clamour  of  the  people  I  was  with 
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this  evening,  has  carried  me  beyond  my  intended 
purpose,  which  was  to  explain  upon  the  order  of 
merry  fellows;  but  I  think  I  may  pronounce  of 
them,  as  I  heard  good  Senecio,  with  a  spice  of  the 
wit  of  the  last  age,  say,  viz.  *  That  a  merry  fellow  is 
the  saddest  fellow  in  the  world/ 

*#*  Advertisement  of  her  Majesty's  patent  to  Henry  Mills,  gent,  for 
making  and  vending  certain  steel  springs  of  his  invention,  for  the  ease  of 
pcarsoiu  riding  in  coaches,  &c,  difierenC  from  those  in  use,  both  in  species 
and  position ;  and  in  several  respects  much  more  excellent,  being  much 
lighter,  &c.  They  are  to  be  fixed  to  either  coaches,  chariots,  calashes,  or 
chaises,  old  or  new;  and  to  be  had  at  Mr.  Dale's,  Upholsterer,  at  the 
comer  of  the  Piazza,  Covent-garden,  from  the  2adof  October  instant,  at 
the  prices  following,  viz.  plain  4/.  and  with  scroles  4/.  lOs,  a  pmr. 
London  Gazette,  Oct  18,  1708. 


No.  46.    TUESDAY,  July  26,  1709.» 

Non  bene  convemunt,  nee  in  una  sede  ntorantur, 

Majettas  et  amor. —  Ovir.  Met,  ii.«46^ 

— **  Love  but  ill  agrees  with  kingly  pride.' 


white's  chocolate-house;  jvlt  25. 

We  see  every  day  volumes  written  against  that 
tjrrant  of  human  life  called  Love  ;  and  yet  there  is 
no  help  found  against  his  cruelties,  or  barrier  against 
the  inroads  he  is  pleased  to  make  into  the  mind  (^ 
man.  After  this  preface,  you  will  expect  I  am 
going  to  give  particular  instances  of  what  I  have  as- 
serted. That  expectation  cannot  be  raised  too  high 
for  the  novelty  of  the  history,  and  manner  of  life,  of 
the  emperor  Aurengezebe  *",  who  has  residied  for 
some  years  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster; 

♦  Steele's. 
■>  This  name  has  been  applied  to  a  very  celebrated  East  India  govemiMr 
of  that  time.    See  more  of  Aurengezebe  in  Tatler^  No.  50.    P. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


894.  THE  TATLER.  No.  46- 

with  the  air  and  mien  indeed  of  his  impoial  quality^ 
but  the  equipage  and  appointment  only  of  a  private 
gentleman.  This  potentate,  for  a  long  series  of  time, 
appeared  from  the  hour  of  twelve  until  that  of  two  at 
aoofifee*house  near  the  Exchange,  and  had  a  seat 
(though  without  a  canopy)  sacred  to  himsdf,  where 
he  gave  diurnal  audiences  concerning  commerce, 
politics,  tare  and  tret,  usury  and  abatement,  with 
all  things  necessary  for  helping  the  distressed,  who  are 
willing  to  give  one  limb  for  the  better  maintenance 
of  the  rest ;  or  such  joyous  youths,  whose  philosophy 
is  confined  to  the  present  hour,  and  were  desirous 
to  call  in  the  revenue  of  next  half-year  to  double 
the  enjoyment  of  this.  Long  did  this  growing  mon- 
arch employ  himself  after  this  manner :  and  as  alli- 
ances are  necessary  to  all  great  kingdoms,  he  took 
particulaily  the  interests  of  Lewis  the  XlVth  into 
his  care  and  protection*  When  all  mankind  were 
attacking  that  unhappy  monarch,  and  those  who  had 
neither  valour  nor  wit  to  oppose  against  him  would 
be  stiU  showing  their  impotent  malice,  by  laying 
wagers  in  opposition  to  his  interests  j  Aurengezebe 
ever  took  the  part  of  his  contemporary,  and  laid  im- 
mense treasures  on  his  side,  in  defence  of  his  im- 
portaitt  magazine  of  Toulon«  Aurengezebe  also  had 
all  this  while  a  constant  intdliigeace  with  India ;  and 
his  letters  were  answered  in  jewels,  which  he  soon 
made  J^riUiant,  and  caused  to  be  alBixed  to  his  im- 
periai  ca^tw,  which  he  alwajs  wears  cockedin  fioBt,to 
show  his  defiance ;  with  an  heap  of  imperial  snuff  in 
the  middle  of  Ins  ample  visage,  to  show  his  sagacity. 
Hie  zealots  for  this  little  spot  called  Greai-BritaiB 
fell  universally  into  this  emperor's  policies,  and  paid 
homiige  to  lUs  saperior  geniuSi  in  fcttfeking  their 
coifers  to  his  treasury. 
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But  Weis^ih  attd  wisdom  are  pOBsessions  too  solema 
not  to  give  weariness  to  active  minds,  without  the 
relief  (in  viK^iDt  hours)  of  wit  and  love,  which  are 
the  proper  amuseiaentd  of  the  powerful  and  the  wise. 
This  emperor,  therefoie,  with  great  regularity,  every 
day  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  leaves  his  moneys 
changers^  bis  publicans^  and  little  hoarders  of  wealth, 
to  their  low  pursuits,  and  ascends  his  chariot,  to 
drive  to  Will's  J  where  the  taste  is  refined,  and  a 
relish  given  to  men's  possessions,  by  a  polite  skill  in 
gratifyii^  their  passions  and  appetites.  There  it  is 
that  the  empercH*  has  learned  to  live  and  to  love,  and 
not,  like  a  miser,  to  gaze  only  on  his  ingots  or  his 
treasures ;  but,  with  a  nobler  satisfaction,  to  live  the 
admiration  of  others,  for  his  splendour  and  happiness 
in  beipg  master  of  them.  But  a  prince  is  no  more 
to  be  his  own  caterer  in  his  love,  than  in  his  food; 
therefoi^  Aurengezebe  has  ever  in  waiting  two  pur- 
veyors for  his  dishes,  sad  his  wenches  for  his  retired 
hours,  by  whom  the  scene  of  his  diversion  is  prepared 
in  the  fi^lowing  manner. 

Thwe  is  near  Covent-garden  a  street  known  by  the 
name  of  Druiy,  which,  before  the  days  of  Christi- 
anity, was  purchased  by  the  queen  of  Paphos,  and 
is  the  only  pftrt  of  Greats-Britain  where  the  tenure  of 
vassabge  is  still  in  bdc^.  All  that  long  course  of 
buUduigs  is  under  particular  districts  or  ladyships, 
after  the  maimer  of  lordships  in  other  parts,  over 
which  matrons  of  known  abilities  preside,  and  have, 
for  the  support  of  their  age  and  infirmitiefif,  certain 
taxes  paid  out  of  the  rewards  of  the  amorous  labours 
of  the  young.  This  seraglio  of  Great-Britain  is  dis- 
posed into  conv^eat  alleys  and  apartments,  and 
ev^  faoifiie,  from  the  cellar  to  the  garnet,  inhabited 
by  nymphs  of  different  ordtf  s,  that  persons  of  every 
rank  may  be  accomiliodated  with  an  immediate  con- 
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tort,  to  allay  their  flames,  and  partake  of  their  cares. 
Here  it  is  that,  when  Aurengezebe  thinks  fit  to  give 
a  loose  to  dalliance,  the  purveyors  prepare  the  enter- 
tainment; and  what  makes  it  more  august  is,  that 
every  person  ccmcemed  in  the  interlude  has  his  set 
part,  and  the  prince  sends  beforehand  word  what  he 
designs  to  say,  and  directs  also  the  very  answer  which 
shall  be  made  to  him. 

It  has  been  before  hinted,  that  this  emperor  has  a 
continual  commerce  with  India;  and  it  is  to  be 
noted,  that  the  largest  stone  that  rich  earth  has  pro- 
duced is  in  our  Aurengezebe's  possession. 

But  all  things  are  now  disposed  for  his  reception. 
At  his  entrance  into  the  seraglio,  a  servant  delivers 
him  his  beaver  of  state  and  love,  on  which  is  fixed 
this  inestimable  jewel  as  hisdiadem.  When  he  is  seated, 
the  purveyors,  Fandarus  and  Nuncio,  marching  on 
each  side  of  the  matron  of  the  house,  introduce  her 
into  his  presence.  In  the  midst  of  the  room,  they 
bow  all  together  to  the  diadem.  When  the  matron — 

*  Whoever  thou  art,  as  thy  awfid  aspect  speaks 
thee  a  man  of  power,  be  propitious  to  this  mansion 
of  love,  and  let  not  the  severity  of  thy  wisdom  dis- 
dain, that  by  the  representation  of  naked  innocence, 
or  pastoral  figures,  we  revive  in  thee  the  memory  at 
least  of  that  power  of  Venus,  to  which  all  the  wise 
and  the  brave  are  some  part  of  their  lives  devoted.' 
Aurengezebe  consents  by  a  nod,  and  they  go  out 
backward. 

After  this,  an  unhappy  nymph,  who  is  to  be  sup- 
posed just  escaped  from  the  hands  of  a  ravisher,  with 
her  tresses  dishevelled,  runs  into  the  room  with  a 
dagger  in  her  hand,  and  falls  before  the  emperor. 

*  Pity,  oh !  pity,  whoever  thou  art,  an  unhappy 
virgin,  whom  one  of  thy  train  has  robbed  of  her  in- 
nocence ;  her  innocence,  which  was  all  her  portion 
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—Or  rather,  let  me  die  like  the  memorable  Lucretia.' 
— ^Upon  which  she  stabs  herself.  The  body  is  imme- 
diately examined  after  the  manner  of  our  coroners. 
Lucretia  recovers  by  a  cup  of  right  Nantz  ;  and  the 
matron,  who  is  her  next  relation,  stops  all  process 
at  law. 

This  unhappy  afiair  is  no  sooner  over,  but  a  naked 
mad  woman  breaks  into  the  room,  calls  for  her  duke, 
her  lord,  her  emperor.  As  soon  as  she  spies  Auren- 
gezebe,  the  object  of  all  her  fury  and  Jove,  she  calls 
for  petticoats.  Is  ready  to  sink  with  shame,  and  is 
dressed  in  all  haste  in  new  attire  at  his  charge.  This 
unexpected  accident  of  the  mad  woman  makes  Au- 
rengezebe  curious  to  know,  whether  others  who  are 
in  their  senses  can  guess  at  his  quality.  For  which 
reason,  the  whole  convent  is  examined  one  by  one. 
The  matron  marches  in  with  a  tawdry  country  girl — : 
•  Pray,  Winifred,*  s?iys  she,  *  who  do  you  think  that 
fine  man  with  those  jewels  and  pearls  is  ? — *  I  believe,* 
says  Winifred,  *  it  is  our  landlord— It  must  be  the 
esquire  himself.' — The  emperor  laughs  at  her  sim- 
plicity— •  Go,  fool,*  says  the  matron :  then  turning 
to  the  emperor — *  Your  greatness  will  pardon  her 
ignorance!*  After  her,  several  others  of  different 
characters  are  instructed  to  mistake  who  he  is,  in 
the  same  manner:  then  the  whole  sisterhood  are 
called  together,  and  the  emperor  rises,  and  cocking 
his  hat,  declares,  he  is  the  Great  Mogul,  and  they 
his  concubines.  A  general  murmur  goes  through 
the  assembly;  and  Aurengezebe,  certifying  that 
he  keeps  them  for  state  rather  than  use,  tells  them, 
they  are  permitted  to  receive  all  men  into  their 
apartments ;  then  proceeds  through  the  crowd, 
among  whom  he  throws  medals  shaped  like  half- 
crowns,  and  returns  to  his  chariot. 

This  being  all  that  passed  the  last  day  in  which 
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Aurengezebe  visited  the  women's  apartments^  I  con- 
sulted Pacdet  concerning  the  foundation  of  such 
strange  amusements  in  (4d  age :  to  which  he  answered, 
*  You  may  remember,  wl)?n  I  gave  you  an  account 
of  my  good  fortune  in  being  drowned  on  tbe  thir«- 
tieth  year  of  my  human  life,  I  told  you  of  the  dis- 
asters I  should  otherwise  have  met  with  bdfore  I 
arrived  at  the  end  of  my  ^cmen^  whidi  was  sixty 
years^  I  may  now  add  an  observation  to  you,  that 
all  who  exceed  that  period,  except  the  latter  part  of 
it  is  spent  in  the  exercise  of  virtue  and  contempla- 
tion of  futurity,  must  necessarily  fall  into  an  indecent 
did  age ;  because,  with  regard  to  all  the  enjoyments 
of  the  years  of  vigour  and  manhood,  childhood  re- 
turns upon  them :  and  as  infants  ride  on  sticks,  buiid 
houses  in  dirt,  and  make  ships  in  gutters,  by  a  faint 
idea  of  things  they  are  to  act  hereafter ;  so  dd  men 
play  the  lovers,  potentates,  and  emperors,  from  the 
drying  image  of  the  more  perfect  performances 
of  their  stronger  years :  therefore,  be  sure  to  insert 
iEsculapius  and  Aurengezdbe  in  your  next  bill  of 
mortality  of  the  metaphorically  defunct. 

WILI^'s  COFFSE-HOy^Ey  JULY  24. 

As  soon  as  I  came  hither  this  evening,  no  less  than  ten 
people  produced  the  following  poem,»  which  they  all 
reported  was  sent  to  each  of  them  by  the  penny-post 
from  an  unknown  hand.  All  the  battle-writers  in  the 
room  were  in  debate,  who  cpuld  be  the  author  of  a  piece 
so  martially  written ;  and  every  body  applauded  the  ad-> 
dress  and  skiU  of  the  author,  in  calling  it  a  post3cript : 
it  being  the  nature  of  a  postscript  to  contain  something 
very  material  which  was  forgotten,  or  not  clearly 
expressed  in  the  letter  itself*  Thus  the  verses  being 
occasioned  by  a  march  without  beat  of  drum»  and 
that  circumstance  being  no  ways  taken  notice  of  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  46.  THE  TATLEB; 

any  of  the  stanzas,  the  aothor  calls  it  a  postscript ; 
not  that  it  is  a  postscript,  but  figuratively,  because 
it  wants  a  postscript*  Common  writers,  when  what 
they  mean  is  not  expressed  in  the  book  itself,  supply 
it  by  a  preface ;  but  a  postscript  seems  to  me  the  more 
just  way  of  apology ;  because  otherwise  a  man  makes 
an  excuse  before  the  offence  is  committed.  All  the 
heroic  poets  were  guessed  at  for  its  author;  but 
though  we  could  not  find  out  Ixis  name,  yet  one  re- 
peated  a  couplet  in  Hudibras,  which  spoke  his  qua- 
lifications : 

<  rth'  midst  of  all  this  warlike  rabble, 
Crowdero  *  march'd,  expert  and  able." 

The  poem  is  admiraUy  suited  to  the  occasion:  for 
to  write  without  discovering  your  meaning,  bears  a 
just  resemblance  to  marching  without  beat  of  drum. 

*  On  the  march  to  Toumay  without  beat  of  drum. 

<  TH£   BEUSSELS  POSTSCRIPT.     . 

<  Could  I  with  plainest  words  express 

That  great  man's  wonderful  address. 
His  penetration,  and  his  towering  thought ; 

It  would  the  gazing  world  surprise 

To  see  one  man  at  all  times  wise, 
To  view  the  wonders  be  with  ease  has  wrought. 

*  Refining  schemes  appd-oach  his  mind, 
like  breezes  of  a  southern  wind. 

To  temperate  a  sultry  gkrious  day ; 

Whose  fanningSi  with  an  useful  pride, 

Its  mighty  heat  do  softly  guide, 
And,  having  clear'd  the  air,  glide  silently  away, 

*  Thus  his  immensity  of  thought 

Is  deeply  form*d,  and  gently  wrought, 

«  *  Cert  le  nom  que  Butler  dans  son  Hudibras  donn6  a  Tun  des  ridicules 
h^ros  de  ton  poeme;  et  c^^toit  aussi  le  nom  d'un  brigadier  g^n^ral>  au 
terns  que  le  sr.  Bickerstaff  ecrivoit  ced.*    Babiliard. 
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.  His  temper  always  softening  life's  disease; 
That  Fortune,  when  she  does  intend 
To  rudely  frown,  she  turns  his  friend, 
Admires  his  judgment,  and  applauds  his  ease. 

<  His  great  address  in  this  design 
Does  now,  and  will  for  ever  shine^ 

And  wants  a  Waller  but  to  do  him  right ; 
The  whole  amusement  was  so  strong. 
Like  fate  he  doom'd  them  to  be  wrong, 

And  Tournay's  took  by  a  peculiar  sleight. 

<  Thus,  madam,  all  mankind  behold 
Your  vast  ascendant,  not  by  gold. 

But  by  your  wisdom  and  your  pious  life ; 

Your  aim  no  more,  than  to  destroy 

That  which  does  Europe's  ease  annoy, 
And  supersede  a  reign  of  shame  and  strife.' 

ST.  JAUES*8  COFFeE-HOVSE,  JXJtY  24. 

My  brethren  of  the  quill,  the  ingenious  society  of 
news-writers,  having  with  great  spirit  and  elegance 
already  informed  the  world,  that  the  town  of  Toumay 
capitulated  On  the  28th  instant  j  there  is  nothing 
left  for  me  to  say,  but  to  congratulate  the  good 
company  here,  that  we  have  reason  to  hope  for  an 
opportunity  of  thanking  Mr.  Withers  *  next  winter 

k  *  M.  Withers  ^toit  alors  major  g^n^ral  dans  les  armies  de  la  G.  Bre- 
tagne^  et  paroient  ensuite  au  grade  de  brigadier,  &  de  lieutenant  g^n^ral.' 
Babillard. 

The  following  epitaph  on  general  Henry  Withers,  who  died  in  1729, 
ai^d  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  was  written  by  Mr.  Pope : 

*  Here,  Withers,  rest  1  thou  bravest,  gentlest  mind. 

Thy  country's  friend,  but  more  of  human-kind. 

Oh  bom  to  arms  !  O  worth  in  youth  approved !  ^ 

O  soft  humanity,  in  age  belov'd ! 

For  thee  the  hardy  veteran  drops  a  tear, 

And  the  gay  courtier  feels  the  sigh  sincere. 
Withers,  adieu !  yet  not  with  thee  remove 

Thy  martial  spirit,  or  thy  social  love ! 

Amidst  corruption,  luxury,  and  rage. 

Still  leave  some  ancient  virtues  to  our  age : 

Nor  let  us  say  (those  English  glories  gone) 

The  kst  true  Briton  lies  beneath  this  stone.* 
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in  thiff^lace^  for  the  service  he  has  done  his  coun^ 
tiy.  No  man  deserves  better  of  his  friends  than 
that  gentleman,  whose  distinguishing  character  it  is^ 
that  he  gives  his  orders  with  the  familiarity,  and  en- 
joys his  fortune  with  the  generosity  of  a  fellow-soldier^ 
fifis  grace  the  duke  of  Argyle  ^  had  also  an  eminent 
part  in  the  reduction  of  this  important  place.  That 
illustrious  youth  discovers  the  peculiar  turn  of  spirit 
and  greatness  of  soul,  which  only  make  men  of  high 
birth  and  quality  useful  to  their  country;  and  con- 
siders nobility  as  an  imaginary  distinction,  unless 
accompanied  with  the  practice  of  those  generous  vir- 
tues by  which  it  ought  to  be  obtained.  JBw^",  that 
our  military  glory  is  arrived  at  its  present  height, 
and  that  men  of  all  ranks  so  passionately  aJSect  their 
share  in  it,  is  certainly  owing  to  the  merit  and  con- 
duct of  our  glorious  general :  for  as  the  great  secret 
in  chemistry,  though  not  in  nslture,  has  occasioned 
many  useful  discoveries ;  and  the  fantastic  notion  of 
being  wholly  disinterested  in  friendship,  has  made 
meni  do  a  thousand  generous  actions  above  them-' 
selves ;  so,  though  the  present  grandeur  and  fame  of 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  is  a  station  of  glory  to 
which  no  one  hopes  to  arrive,  yet  all  carry  their  actions 
to  an  higher  pitch,  by  havii^  that  great  example  kid 
before  them. 

.  1  *  Jean  due  d'Argyle  en  Ecoste^  et  cxie  en  1705  baron  de  Ciiattaniy  et 
comte  de  Greenmch^  en  .^igleterre,  est  n^  en  1682,  -et  a  commence  pres-r 
que  au  sordr  de  I'enfance,  a  paroitre  d'une  fii90tt  dktin^ii6e»  tant  dans  le» 
ai&ires  d'etat,  que  dans  les  armto.'  IHdem.  And  see  *  Supplement  tat 
Swift,*  vol.  iL  p.  442,  et  teq. 

»  *  Ce  Mmt  paroitra  ricticule,  k  moins  de  savoir  qu'il  y  aVoit  aloA  en^ 
tre  les  dues  de  Marlborough  et  d'Aigyle  une  mismteUigenee  qui  fiit  aug* 
mentde  par  les  flatteurs  du  dernier,  et  dont  less  ennemis  du  ptemier  pro* 
fit^nt  pour  fortifier  le  nombre  de  grosses  tetes  que  Fon  ligua  contre  luL 
Ces  gens  1^  en  louant  la  bravoure  que  le  due  d'Aigyle  avoit  fait  parottre  i 
la  bataille  de  Mal[4aquet,  i^feotoient  d'imputer  »  mylord  Marlborough 
d'ayoir  expose  ce  jeune  seigneur  dans  un  des  endroits  le  plus  dangereux  k 
dessein  de  I'y  faire  peiir.*  BabiUard,  tome  il  art.  xi.  p.  91^  note. 
VOL.  !•  D  D 
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No.  47.   THURSDAY,  July  28,  1109.* 

Quicquid  agunt  homines'^ 

— noitri  est  farrago  libeSi.  Jgv.  Sat.  i.  8^,  9S^ 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream*. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  it» -theme.  P. 


white's  CH0CX)LATE-H0USE,  JULY  2T. 

My  friend  sir  Thomas "  has  communicated  to  me  his 
letters  from  Epsom  of  the  25th  instant,  which  give, 
in  general,  a  very  good  account  of  the  present  pos- 
ture of  ai&irs  in  that  place  ;  but  that  the  tranquillity 
and  correspondence  of  the  company  begins  to  be  in- 
terrupted by  the  arrival  of  sir  Taffety  Trippet",  a 
fortune-hunter,  whose  follies  are  too  gross  to  give 
diversion ;  and  whose  vanity  is  too  stupid  to  let  him 
be  sensible  that  he  is  a  public  offence.  If  people  will 
indulge  a  splenetic  humour,  it  is  impossible  to  be  at 
fease,  when  such  creatures  as  are  the  scandal  of  our 
species  set  up  for  gallantry  and  adventures.     It  will 

*  Steele's. 

»  The  wmter.    See  Tatler,  Nos.  16. 26.  and  36. ;  and  Spectator,  No.  49. 

o  Henry  Cromwell,  esq.  who  died  in  17^8,  was  the  original  of  the  cha- 
carter  h&re  delineated  voder  the  name  of  sir  Taiety  Trippct.  This  note 
rests  on  the  authority  of  a  lady,  whose  testimony  in  this  particidar  instance 
is  certainly  unexceptionable :  who  moreover  informs  us,  that  '  our  incom- 
parable Tatler  has  rendered  the  &me  of  this  person  immortal,  by  the  three 
.  distinguiflhing  titles  of  Squire  Easy  the  amorous  bard;  sir  Tiraethy  Ae 
critick;  and  nr  Tafiety  Ti^ipet  the  fortun64mBter.''— ^  Pylades  and 
Goiimia;  or.  Memoirs  of  the  LiTes,  ^.  of  Richard  Owianet,«8^.  and 
Mrs.  Eliz.  Thomas,  jun.'  8vo.  2  vols.  vol.  i.  pag^  194  ccHnpared  with  page 
96.  See  ako  Tatler,  No.  49.  and  no«e. 

•  *  lienry  €romweil  the  poet,  so  well'  known  by  hk  corresponlettce  with 
Mr.  Bope,  was  not  descended  from  Oliver,  though  undoubtefMy  oTthe  same 
fioDilj.  The  late  Mr.  William  Cromwell,  who  knew  this  Henry,  Md  me 
&ey  kept  up  the  form  of  calling  efnrnn^  Plough  their  relation  was  remote. 
Sir  Henry  CIrohnwell,  settled  at  Hinchingbrook  in  tile  re^  of  £iaabeth, 
waa  the  common  aneestor  of  both.'  Iki^s's  *  COftrespondence/  tol.iii. 
p.  219, 
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be  much  more  easy,  therefore,  to  laugh  sir  Taflfety 
into  reason,  than  convert  him  from  his  foppery  by 
any  serious  contempt.  I  knew  a  gentleman  that  made 
it  a  maxim  to  open  his  doors,  and  ever  run  into  the 
way  of  bullies,  to  avoid  their  insolence.  The  rule 
will  h(Jd  as  well  with  coxcombs :  they  are  never  mor* 
tified,  but  when  they  see  you  receive  and  despise 
them ;  otherwise  they  rest  assured,  that  it  is  your  ig- 
norance makes  them  out  of  your  good  graces ;  or, 
that  it  is  only  want  of  admittance  prevents  their  being 
amiable  where  they  are  shunned  and  avoided*  But 
sir  Taffety  is  a  fop  of  so  sanguine  a  complexion,  that 
I  fear  it  will  be  very  hard  for  the  fair  one  he  at  pre- 
sent pursues  to  get  rid  of  the  chase,  without  being  so 
tired,  as,  for  her  own  ease,  to  fall  into  the  mouth  of 
the  mongrel  she  runs  from.  But  the  history  of  sir 
Ta£fety  is  as  pleasant  as  his  character. 

It  happened  that,  when  he  first  set  up  for  a  for- 
time-hunter,  he  chose  Tunbridge  for  the  scene  of 
action,  where  were  at  that  time  two  sisters  upon  the 
same  design*  The  knight  believed  of  course  the 
elder  must  be  the  better  prize  j  and  consequently 
makes  all  his  sail  that  way.  People  that  want  sense 
do  always  in  an  egregious  manner  want  modesty,  which 
made  our  hero  triumph  in  making  his  amour  as  pub- 
lic as  was  possible.  The  adored  lady  was  no  less  vain 
of  his  public  addresses.  An  attorney  with  one  cause 
18  not  half  so  restless  as  a  woman  with  one  lover. 
Wherever  they  met,  thay  talked  to  each  other  aloud, 
dhose  cBch  other  partner  at  balls,  saluted  at  the 
most  conspicuous  parts  6f  the  service  at  church,  and 
practised,  in  honour  of  each  other,  all  the  remark- 
aUe  particularities  which  are  usual  for  persons  who 
admire  one  another,  and  are  contemptible  to  the  rest 
of  the  world.  These  two  lovers  seemed  as  much 
made  for  each  other  as  Adam  and  £ve,  and  all  pro- 
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nounced  it  a  ina:tGh  of  Nature's  own  making ;  but 
the  night  before  the  nupt]al«»  so  universally  approved, 
the  younger  sister,  envious  of  the  good  fortune  even 
of  her  sister,  who  had  been  present  at  most  of  their 
interviews,  and  had  an  equal  taste  for  the  charms  of 
a  fop»  as  there  are  set  of  women  made  for  that  order 
of  men  ;  the  younger,  I  say,  unable  to  see  so  rich  a 
prize  pass  by  her,  discovered  to  sir  Taffety,  that  a 
coquet  air,,  much  tongue,  and  three  suits,  was  all  the 
portion  of  his^  mistress.     His  love  vanished  that  mo-' 
ment,  himsdf  and  equipage  the  next  morning.    It  is 
uncertain  where  the  lover  has  been  ever  since  en^ 
gaged ;  but  certain  it  is,  he  has  not  appeared  in  his 
character  as  a  follower  o£  love  and  fortune  until  he 
arrived  at  Epsom,  where  there  i»  at  present  a  young 
lady  of  youtlx,  beauty,  and  fortune,  who  has  alarmed 
all  the  vain  and  the  impertinent  to  infest  that  quarter. 
At  the  head  of  this  assembly,  sir  Taffety  shines  in 
the  brightest  manner,  with  all  the  accomplishment!} 
which  usually  ensnare  the  heart  of  woman ;  with 
this  psurticular  merit,  which  often  is  of  great  service^ 
that  he  is  laughed  at  for  her  sake.     The  friends  of 
the  fair  one  are  in  much  pain  for  the  sufferings  she 
goes  through  from  the  perseverance  of  this  hero  ;  but 
they  may  be  much  more  so  from  the  danger  of  his 
succeeding,  toward  which  they  give  bkn  a  helping  hand, 
if  they  dissuade  her  with  bitterness  j  for  there  is  a 
fantastical  generosity  in  the  sex  to  approve  creatures 
of  the  least  merit  imaginable,  when  they  see  the  im- 
perfections of  their  admirers  are  become  marks  of 
derision  for  their  sakes ;  and  there  is  nothing  so  fre- 
quent, as  that  he,  who  was  conten^ble  to  a  woman 
in  her  own  judgment,  has  won  her  by  being  too 
violently  opposed  by  others. 

GBBCIAN  COFFEE-HOUSEy  JULT  27. 

In  the  several  capacities  I  bear,  of  astrologer,  civilian. 
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and  pkysician,  I  have  with  great  application  studied 
the  public  emolument :  to  this  end  serve  all  my  lu- 
<:ubrations,  speculations,  and  whatever  other  labours 
I  undertajce,  whether  nocturnal  or  diurnal.     On  this 
motive  am  I  induced  to  publish  a  never-faiKng  medi- 
cine for  the  spleen :  my  experience  in  this  distemper 
came  from  a  very  remarkable  cure  cm  my  ever  worthy 
friend  Tom  Spindle,  who,  through  excessive  gaiety, 
had  exhausted  that  natural  stock  of  wit  and  spirits  he 
iiad  long  been  blessed  with :  he  was  sunk  and  flat- 
tened to  the  lowest  degree  imaginable,  sitting  whole 
hours  over  the  *  Book  of  Martyrs,*  and  *  Pilgrim's 
Progress;'    his   other   contemplations    never  rising 
higher  than  the  colour  of  his  urine,  or  the  regularity 
of  his  pulse.     In  this  condition  I  found  him,  accom- 
panied by  the  learned  Dr.  Drachm,  and  a  good  old 
nurse.     Drachm  had  prescribed  magazines  of  herbs, 
and  mines  of  steel.     I  «oon  discovered  the  malady, 
and  descanted  on  the  nature  of  it,  till  I  convinced 
both  the  patient  and  his  nurse,  that  the  spleen  is  not 
to  be  cured  by  medicine,  but  by  poetry.   ApoHo,  the 
author  of  physic,  shone  with  diffusive  rays,  the  best 
of  poets  as  well   of  physicians ;    and  it  is  in  this 
double  capacity  that  I  have  made  my  way ;  and  have 
found  sweet,  easy,  flowing  numbers  are  oft  superior 
to  our  noblest  medicines.     When  the  spirits  are  low, 
and  nature  sunk,  the  muse,  with  sprightly  and  har- 
monious notes,  gives  an  unexpected  turn  with  a  grain 
of  poetry,  which  I  prepare  without  the  use  of  mer- 
cury.    I  have  done  wonders  in  this  kind ;  for  the 
spleen  is  like  the  Tarantula,  the  effects  of  whose 
malignant  poison  are  to  be  prevented  by  no  other  re- 
medy but  the  charms  of  music  :  for  you  are  to  under- 
stand, that  as  some  noxious  animals  carry  antidotes 
for  their  own  poisons,  so  there  is  something  equally 
unaccountable  in  poetry  5  for  though  it  is  sometimes 
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a  disease,  it  is  to  be  cured  yffvly  by  itself.  Now  I, 
knowing  Tom  Spindle's^  constitution,  and  that  he  is 
not  only  a  pretty  gentleman,  but  also  a  pretty  poet, 
found  the  true  cause  of  his  distemper  was  a  violent 
grief,  that  moved  his  affections  too  strongly;  for 
during  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  he  had  writ  a  most 
excellent  poem  cm  that  subject ;  and  when  he  wanted 
but  two  lines  in  the  last  stanza  for  finishing  the  whole 
piece,  there  comes  news  that  the  French  tyrant  would 
not  sign.  Spindle  in  a  few  days  took  his  bed,  and 
had  lain  there  still,  had  not  I  been  sent  for.  I  im* 
mediately  told  him,  there  was  great  probability  the 
French  would  now  sue  to  us  for  peace.  I  saw  imme- 
diately a  new  life  in  his  eyes;  and  knew,  that  nothing 
could  help  him  forward  so  well,  as  hearing  verses 
which  he  would  believe  worse  than  his  own.  I  read 
him,  therefore,  the  Brussels  Postscript :  after  which  I 
recited  some  heroic  lines  of  my  own,  which  operated 
so  strongly  on  the  tympanum  of  his  ear,  that  I  doubt 
not  but  I  have  kept  out  all  other  sounds  for  a  fort- 
night; and  have  reason  to  hope,  we  shall  see  him 
abroad  the  day  before  his  poem. 

This,  you  see,  is  a  particular  secret  I  have  found 
out,  viz.  that  you  are  not  to  choose  your  physician 
for  his  knowledge  in  your  distemper,  but  for  having  it 
himself.  Therefore,  I  am  at  hand  for  all  maladies 
arising  from  poetical  vapours,  beyond  which  I  never 
pretend.  For  being  called  the  other  day  to  one  in 
love,  I  took  indeed  their  three  guineas,  and  gave 
them  my  advice,  which  was  to  send  for  iEsculapius"** 
^sculapius,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  patient,  cries  out> 
*  It  is  love !  it  is  love !  Oh !  the  unequal  pulse ! 
These  are  the  symptoms  a  lover  feels ;  such  sighs, 

p  Henry  Cromwell,  esq.    See  *Pylades  and  Coriima/  vol.  i.  pasdm;  and 
Tatler,  No.  49.  and  note. 
.   q  Dr.  Radcliffe.    See  Tatler,  No,  44.  and  notes. 
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such  pangs,  attend  the  uneasy  mind ;  nor  can  our  art, 
or  all  our  boasted  skilly  avail. — ^Yet,  O  fair !  for  thee' 
— ^Thus  the  sage  ran  on,  and  owned  the  passion  which 
he  pitied,  as  well  as  that  he  felt  a  greater  pain  than 
ever  he  cured  :  after  which  he  concluded,  *  All  I  can 
advise,  is  marriage :  charms  and  beauty  will  give  new 
Kfe  and  vigour,  and  turn  the  course  of  nature  to  its 
better  prospect.*  This  is  the  new  way  ;  and  thus 
jEsculapius  has  left  his  beloved  powders,  and  writes 
a  recipe  for  a  wife  at  sixty.  In  short,  my  friend  fol- 
lowed the  prescription,  and  married  youth  and  beauty 
in  its  perfect  bloom. 

<  Supine  in  Silvia's  snowy  arms  he  lies. 
And  aU  the  bnsy  cares  of  life  defied ; 
Each  happy  hour  is  filPd  with  fresh  deh'ght, 
While  peace  the  day,  and  pleasure  crowns  the  night* 

FROK  HY  OWN  APARTMENT,  J0LY  27. 

Tragical  passion  was  the  subject  of  the  discourse 
where  I  last  visited  this  evening :  and  a  gentleman 
who  knows  that  I  am  at  present  writing  a  very  deep 
tragedy,  directed  his  discourse  in  a  particular  manner 
to  me,  *  It  is  the  common  fault,*  said  he,  *  of  you 
gentlemen  who  write  in  the  buskin  style,  that  you 
give  us  rather  the  sentiments  of  such  who  behold 
tragical  events,  than  of  such  who  bear  a  part  in  them 
themselves.  I  would  advise  all  who  pretend  this 
way,  to  read  Shakspeare  with  care  ;  and  they  will 
soon  be  deterred  from  putting  forth  what  is  usually 
called  tragedy.  The  way  of  common  writers  in  this 
kind*  is  rather  the  description  than  the  expression  of 
sorrow.  There  is  no  medium  in  these  attempts,  and 
you  must  go  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  heart,  or  it  is 
all  mere  language  ;  and  the  writer  of  such  lines  is  no 
more  a  poet,  than  a  man  is  a  physician  for  knowing 
the  names  of  distempers,  without  the  causes  of  them  \ 

r  A  sarcastic  allusion  to  Dr.  Radcliffb,  who,  though  very  successful  in 
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Afen  of  sense  are  professed  enenries  to  all  suck  empty 
labours :  for  he  who  pretends  to  be  sorrowful,  and  is 
ppt,  is  a  wretch  yet  more  cpnteinptible  than  lie  who 
pretends  to  be  me^,  an4  is  ijot,  Suph  a  tragedian 
is  only  maudlin  druak.'  The  gentleman  went  ou 
lyith  much  warmth ;  but  all  he  could  say  had  little 
effect  upon  me :  but  when  I  came  hither,  I  ?o  far  obT 
served  his  counsel,  that  I  looked  intp  SUakspeare, 
The  tragedy  I  dipped  into  was  *  Jlarry.the  Fourth/ 
Jn  tl^e  scene  where  Morton  is  preparing  to  tell 
JJorthumberland  of  l^is  son's  death,  the  old  ms^n 
does  not  give  him  time  to  speak,  but  says, 

-—5  The  whiteness  of  thy  cheeks 
Is  apter  than  thy  tongae  to  tell  thy  errand  | 
fiven  such  a  man,  so  faint,  so  spiritlessf, 
So  dull,  so  dead  in  look,  so  woe-be^one. 
Drew  Priam's  curtain  at  the  dead  of  night. 
And  would  have  told  him  half  his  Troy  was  burnt  i 
But  Priam  found  the  fire,  ere  he  his  tongqe, 
And  I  my  Percy's  (^eath,  er^  thou  rpport'st  it^* 

The  image  in  this  place  is  wonderfully  noble  and 
great ;  yet  this  man  in  all  this  is  but  rising  towards 
Kis  great  affliction,  and  is  still  enough  himself,  as  you 

liis  practice,  despised  and  ridiculed  the  theory  of  phy»c.  Among  the  project^ 
of  Martinus  Scriblerus,  one  *  was  by  a  stamp  upon  bUstering-plaisters,  and 
melilot  by  the  yard,  to  raise  money  for  the  service  of  goyemment,  and  to 
give  it  to  Raddifie  and  others  to  farm ;  ■  and  in  Martin's  *  Map  of  Dis* 
eases,'  which  was  *  thicker  set  vnth  to^s  t]\9n  any  Fland^  map/  Rad- 
clifie  was  *  ptdnted  at  the  comer  of  the  map,  contending  for  the  universal 
empire  of  this  world,  and  the  rest  of  the  pHysiciains  opposing  his  ambitious 
designs,  with  a  project  of  a  treaty  of  paction  tp  settle  peace.'  May  2^ 
1704,  he  carried  some  cause  against  an  apothecary,  by  the  aid  of  the 
solicitor-general  Harcourt;  and  'two  days  before,' Atterbury  says,  *  a 
play  was  acted,  wherein  the  doctor  was  extremely  ridiculed  upon  that 
^ead  of  his  quarrel  yrith  the  apothecary^  A  great  number  of  persons  of 
quality  were  present ;  among  the  rest,  the  duchess  of  Marlborough  and  the 
iqnaids  of  honour.  The  passages  where  the  doctor  was  affronted  were  re- 
qeived  with  the  utmost  applause.'  See  Atterbury's  '  Epistolary  Corzes^ 
pondence,'  edit.  1789,  vol.i.  p.  505. 
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see,  to  make  a  simile.  But  when  he  is  certain  of  his 
son's  death,  be  is  lost  to  all  pa|iei)cp,  and  giyes  up  all 
jthe  regards  of  this  life ;  and  since  the  last  oi  evils  iq 
fallen  upon  him,  he  calls  for  it  upon  all  the  worlc)? 

— ^  Now  le\,  not  Nature's  hand 
Keep  die  wild  flood  confin'd ;  let  Qvd^ev  ^ie^ 
And  let  the  world  no  longer  be  a  stage, 
To  feed  contention  in  a  ling'ring  act ; 
But  let  one  spirit  of  the  first-bom  Caia 
Reign  in  all  bosoms,  that  each  heart  being  set 
On  bloody  courses,  the  wide  scene  may  end, 
•  And  darkness  be  the  burier  of  the  dead/ 

Reading  l^ut  this  one  scen^  has  convinced  nie,  that 
he,  who  describes  the  concern  of  gre^t  men,  must  havQ 
^  soul  as  Qoble,  and  as  susceptible  of  high  thoughts, 
3,s  they  whom  he  represents :  I  shall  therefore  layby 
my  drama  for  some  time,  and  turn  my  thoughts  to 
pares  and  griefs,  somewhat  below  that  of  heroes,  but; 
ijo  less  nioving.  A  misfortune,  proper  for  me  to 
take  notice  of,  has  too  lately  happened  :  the  disconr 
solatp  Majia  has  three  days  kept  her  chanaber  for  the 
loss  of  the  beauteous  Fidelis^  her  lap-dog.  Lesbis^ 
herself  did  not  shed  more  tears  for  her  sparrow.  What 
makes  her  the  niore  concerned,  is,  that  we  know  no^ 
yrhether  Fidelia  was  killed  or  stolen;  but  she  was 
seen  in  the  parlour- window  when  the  train-bands  went 
jby,  and  never  since.  Whoever  gives  notice  of  her, 
dead  or  alive,  phall  be  rewarded  with  a  kiss  of  her 


*^*  An  Address  to  the  Learned,  or  a  Lottery  of  unbound  books,  where 
each  adventurer,  for  a  guinea,  is  sure  of  a  prize  of  9/.  value ;  and  'tis  but 
four  to  one,  he  gets  one  of  5,  6,  8,  12,  or  50/.  Undertakers^  Thomas 
Leigh,  and  Daniel  Midwinter,  booksellers.    Harl.  MSS.  Bagford's  Coll^ 
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No.  48,    SATURDAY,  July  30,  1709.* 

'^Virtuiem  verba  pidet^  vl 
Lucum  ligncL  —  Hoe.  1  Ep.  vi.  31. 

*  They  look  on  virtue  as  an  empty  name/ 


F&OM  MY  OWN  APABTMENT,  JULY  29. 

This  day  I  obliged  Pacolet  to  entertain  me  with 
matters  which  regarded  persons  of  his  own  character 
and  occupation.  We  chose  to  take  our  walk  on 
Tower-hill  j  and  as  we  were  coming  from  thence,  in 
order  to  stroll  as  far  as  Garraway's*,  I  observed  two 
men,  who  had  but  just  landed,  coming  from  the  water- 
side.  I  thought  there  was  something  uncommon  in 
their  mien  and  aspect ;  but  though  they  seemed  by 
their  visage  to  be  related,  yet  was  there  a  warmth  in 
their  manner,  as  if  they  differed  very  much  in  their 
sentiments  of  the  subject  on  which  they  were  talking. 
One  of  them  seemed  to  have  a  natural  confidence, 
mixed  with  an  ingenuous  freedom,  in  his  gesture; 
his  dress  very  plain,  but  very  graceful  and  becoming: 
the  other,  in  the  midst  of  an  overbearing  carriage, 
betrayed,  by  frequently  looking  round  him,  a  suspi- 
cion that  he  was  not  enough  regarded  by  those  he 
met,  or  that  he  feared  they  would  make  some  attack 
upon  him.  This  person  was  much  taller  than  his 
companion,  and  added  to  that  height  the  advantage 
of  a  feather  in  his  hat,  and  heels  to  his  shoes  so  mon- 
strously  high,  that  he  had  three  or  four  times  fallen 
down,  had  he  not  been  supported  by  his  friend.  They 
made  a  full  stop  as  they  came  within  a  few  yards  of 

*  Steele's. 
*  Garraway  kept  a  coffee-house  at  that  time,  opposite  to  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, probably  in  the  place  where  there  is  now  a  coffee-house  well  known 
by  the  same  name. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  48.  THE  TATLER.  411 

the  place  where  we  stood.  The  plain  gentleman  bowed 
to  Pacolet}  the  other  looked  upon  him  with  some 
dii^leasure  :  upon  which  I  asked  him,  who  they  both 
were  ?  when  he  thus  informed  me  of  their  persons 
and  circumstances : 

*  You  may  remember,  Isaac,  that  I  have  often  told 
you,  there  are  beings  of  a  superior  rank  to  mankind, 
who  frequently  visit  the  habitations  of  men,  in  order 
to  call  them  from  some  wrong  pursuits  in  which  they 
are  actually  engaged,  or  divert  them  from  methods 
which  will  lead  them  into  errors  for  the  future.  He 
that  will  carefully  reflect  upon  the  occurrences  of  his 
life,  will  find  he  has  been  sometimes  extricated  out  of 
difficulties,  and  received  favours  where  he  could 
never  have  expected  such  benefits ;  as  well  as  met 
with  cross  events  from  some  unseen  hand,  which  have 
disappointed  his  best  laid  designs.  Such  accidents 
arrive  from  the  interventions  of  aerial  beings,  as  they 
are  benevolent  or  hurtful  to  the  nature  of  man  j  and 
attend  his  steps  in  the  tracks  of  ambition,  of  busi- 
ness, and  of  pleasure.  Before  I  ever  appeared  to  you 
in  the  manner  I  do  now,  I  have  frequently  followed 
you  in  your  evening  walks ;  and  have  often,  by 
throwing  some  accident  in  your  way,  as  the  passing 
by  of  a  funeral,  or  the  appearance  of  some  other 
solemn  object,  given  your  imagination  a  new  turn, 
and  changed  a  night  you  had  destined  to  mirth  and 
jollity,  into  an  exercise  of  study  and  contemplation. 
I  was  the  old  soldier  who  met  you  last  summer  in 
Chelsea  fields,  and  pretended  that  I  had  broken  my 
wooden  leg,  and  could  not  get  home  j  but  I  snapped 
it  short  off,  on  purpose  that  you  might  fall  into  the 
reflections  you  did  on  that  subject,  and  take  me  into 
your  hack.  If  you  remember,  you  made  yourself 
very  merry  on  that  fracture,  and  asked  me  whether  I 
thought  I  should  next  winter  feel  cold  in  the  toes  of 
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that  leg?  as  is  usually  observed,  that  those  who  lose 
limbs  are  sensible  of  pains  in  the  extreme  parts,  even 
after  those  limbs  are  cut  off.  However,  my  keeping 
you  then  in  the  story  (rf  the  battle  of  the  Bc^e,  pre- 
vented an  assignation,  which  would  have  led  you  into 
more  disasters  than  I  then  rdated. 

*  To  be  short :  those  two  persons  you  see  yonder, 
are  such  as  I  am;  they  are  not  real  men,  but  are 
mere  shades  and  figures;  one  is  named  Alethes, 
the  other  VerisimUis*.  Thdr  office  is  to  be  the 
guardians  and  representatives  of  conscience  and  ho- 
nour. They  are  now  going  to  visit  the  several  parts 
of  the  town,  to  see  how  their  interests  in  the  world 
decay  or  flourish,  and  to  purge  themselves  from  the 
many  false  imputations  they  daily  meet  with  in  the 
commerce  and  conversation  of  men.  You  observed 
Verisimilis  frowned  when  he  first  saw  me.  What  he 
is  provoked  at  is,  that  I  told  him  one  day,  though  he 
strutted  and  dressed  with  so  much  ostentation,  if  he 
kept  hiinself  within  his  own  bounds,  he  was  but  a 
lacquey,  and  wore  only  that  gentleman's  livery  whom 
he  is  now  with.  This  frets  him  to  the  heart;  for 
you  must  know,  he  has  pretended  a  long  time  to  set 
up  for  himself,  and  gets  among  a  crowd  of  the  more 
unthinking  part  of  mankind,  who  take  him  for  a  per* 
son  of  the  first  quality;  though  his  introduction  into 
the  world  wias  wholly  owing  to  his  present  companion.* 

This  encounter  was  very  agreeable  to  me,  and  I 
was  resolved  to  dog  them,  and  desired  Pacolet  to 
accompany  me.  I  soon  perceived  what  he  told  me, 
in  the  gesture  of  the  persons ;  for  when  they  looked 
at  each  other  in  discourse,  the  well-dressed  man  sud- 
denly cast  down  his  eyes,  and  discovered  that  the 

t '  M.  D'Aubigne  me  paroit  avoir  fourni  Pidee  de  cet  article,  dans  le^ 
Dialogues  qu'il  fait  faire  entre  ie  sr.  £nay  et  le  barop  de  Fu|;ieste,  c^est  ji 
dire,  PEtre  et  ParoUre:    Bjibillard, 
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Other  had  a  painful  superiority  over  him/     After 
some  further  discourse,  they  took  leave.     The  plain 
gentleman  went  down   towards  Thames-street,  ia 
order  to  be  present,  at  least,  at  the  oaths  taken  at 
the  Custom  hoiise^j  and  the  other  made  directly  for 
the  heart  of  the  city.     It  is  incredible  how  great  a 
change  there  immedia-tely  appeared  in  the  man  of 
honour,  when  he  got  rid  of  his  uneasy  companion: 
he  adjusted  the  cock  of  his  hat  a-new,  settled  his 
sword-knot,  and  had  an  appearance  that  attracted  a 
sudden  inclination  for  him  and  his  interests  in  all 
who  beheld  him.     *  For  my  part,'  said  I  to  Pacolet,. 
<  I  cannot  but  think  you  are  mistaken  in  caUing  this 
person  of  the  lower  quality ;  for  he  look^much  more 
like  a  gentleman  than  the  other.  .  Do  not  you.ob-^ 
serve  all  eyes  are  upon  him,  ai^  he  advance*?  how 
each  sex  gazes  at  his  stature,  aspect,  address,  and 
motion?'     Pacolet  only  smiled,  and  shaked  his  h^ad.; 
as  leaving  me  to  be  convinced  by  my.  own  further 
observation.     We  kept  on  our  way  after  him  until  we 
came  to  Exchange-alley,  where  the  plain  gentleman 
again  came  up  to  the  other;  and  they  stood  jtogether 
after  the  manner  of  eminent  merchants^  as  if  risady  to 
receive  application ;  but  I  could  observe  no  man  talk 
to  either  of  them.     The  one  was  laughed  at  as  a  fop^ 
and  I  heard  many  whispers  against  the  other,  as  a 
whimsical  sort  of  a  fellow,  and  a  great  enemy  to 
trade.     They  crossed  Comhill  together,  and  came 
into  the  full  Exchange,  where  some  bowed,  and  gave 
themselves  airs  in  being  known  to  so  fine  a  man  as 
Verisimilis,  who,  they  said,  had  great  interest  in  all 
princes  courts;  and  the  other  was  taken  notice  of  by 

a «  Cette  prestation  de  sennent  k  la  Doiiane  ent  une  espece  de  metie 
qui  se  fait  souvent  par  procureur.  U  s'y  agit  de  jurer  la  valeur  des  mer- 
chandises qui  entrent  ou  qui  sortent,  et  I'on  ne  sauroit  croire  combien  cela 
occasionne  ou  de  doutes  consdencieux,  ou  de  reritables  fiiponneries/ 
Babiilard 
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deveral,  M  one  they  had  seen  somewhere  long  before. 
One  more  particularly  said,  he  had  formerly  been  a 
man  of  consideration  in  the  world;  but  was  so  un^ 
lucky,  that  they  who  dealt  with  him,  by  some  strange 
infatuation  or  other,  had  a  way  of  cutting  off  their 
own  bills,  and  were  prodigiously  slow  in  improving 
their  stock.  But  as  much  as  I  was  curious  to  ob- 
Berve  the  reception  these  gentlemen  met  with  upon 
the  Exchange,  I  could  not  help  being  interrupted  by 
ime  that  came  up  towards  us,  to  whom  every  body 
made  their  compliments.  He  was  of  the  common 
height,  and  in  his  dress  there  seemed  to  be  great 
care  to  appear  no  way  particular,  except  in  a  cer- 
tain exact  and  feat  manner  of  behaviour  and  cu*« 
eumspection.  He  was  wonderfully  careful  that  his 
shoes  and  clothes  should  be  without  the  least  speck 
upon  them;  and  seemed  to  think,  that  on  such 
an  accident  depended  his  very  life  and  fortune* 
There  was  hardly  a  man  on  the  Exchange  who 
had  not  a  note  upon  him;  and  each  seemed  very 
well  satisfied  that  their  money  lay  in  his  hands, 
without  demanding  payment.  I  asked  Pacolet,  what 
gee^  merdiant  that  was,  who  was  so  universally 
addressed  to,  yet  made  too  familiar  an  appearance  to 
command  that  extraordinary  deference  ?  Pacolet  an- 
swered, *  This  person  is  the  daemon  or  genius  of 
credit;  his  name  is  Umbra.  If  you  observe,  he  fol- 
lows Alethes  and  Verisimilis  at  a  distance;  and,  in- 
deed, has  no  foundation  for  the  figure  he  makes  in 
the  world,  but  that  he  is  thought  to  keep  their  cash; 
though,  at  the  same  time,  none  who  trust  him  would 
trust  the  others  foi  a  groat.*  As  the  company  rolled 
about,  the  three  fi^ctres  were  jumbled  into  one 
place:  when  they  were  so,  and  all  thought  there  was 
an  alliance  between  them,  they  immediately  drew 
upon  them  the  business  of  the  whole  Exchange.   But 
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their  afiaird  soon  increased  to  such  an  utfwieldy  buBc, 
that  Alethes  took  his  leave>  and  said,  *  he  would  "not 
engage  further  than  he  had  an  immediate  fund  to 
answer.*  Verisimilis  pretended^  •  that  ihongh  he 
had  revenues  large  enough  to  go  on  his  own  bottom,, 
yet  it  was  below  one  of  his  family  to  condescend  to 
trade  in  bis  own  name  j'  therefore  he  also  retiSred.  I 
was  extremely  troubled  to  see  the  glorious  mart  of 
London  left  with  no  oiber  guardian  bntMmc^cre'- 
dit.  But  Pacolet  told  me,  '  that  traders  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  honour  or  conscience  of  their  corre- 
spondents, provided  they  supported  a  general  beha- 
viour in  the  world,  which  could  not  hurt  their  credit 
er  their  purses:  for/  said  he,  *  you  may,  in  this  one 
tract  of  bnildaigof  Londcoa  and  Westminster,  see  the 
imaginary  motives  on  wbich  the  greatest  affairs  move, 
as  well  as  in  rambling  over  the  face  of  the  earth. 
For  thou^  Alethes  is  the  real  governor,  as  well  as 
legislator  of  mankind,  he  has  verjr  fittle  business  but 
to  make  up  quarrels,  and  is  only  a  general  referee, 
to  whom  every  man  pretends  to  appeal,  but  is  satis<- 
fied  with  bis  dJeterminations  no  further  than  theyprro- 
mote  his  own  interest.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  soldier 
and  the  courtier  model  their  actions  according  to 
Verisimilis's  manner,  and  the  merchant  according  to 
that  of  Umbra.  Among  these  men,  honour  and  cre- 
dit are  not  valuable  possessions  in  themselves,  or 
pursued  out  of  a  principle  of  justice;  but  merely  as 
they  are  serviceable  to  ambition  and  to  commerce. 
But  the  world  will  never  be  in  any  manner  of  order 
or  tranquillity,  till  men  are  firmly  convinced,  that 
conscience,  honour,  and  credit,  are  all  in  one  inte- 
rest; and  that,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  for- 
mer,  the  latter  are  but  impositions  upon  ourselves 
and  others.  The  force  these  delusive  words  have  is 
not  seen  in  the  transactions  of  the  busy  world  only, 
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but  also  have  their  tyranny  ova:  the  fair  sex.  Werd 
you  to  ask  the  unhappy  Lais,  what  pangs^  of  r^ec-^ 
tion  the  preferring  tibe  cohsideriatton  of  her  hoooor 
to  her  conscience  has  given  her?  she  could  tell  you, 
that  it  has  forced  her  to  drink  up  half*  a  gallon  this 
winter  of  Tom  Dassapas's  potions:  that  she  still 
pines  away  for  fear  of  being  a  mother;  and  knows 
not,  but  the  moment  she  i»  such,  she  shall  be  a  mur- 
deress :  but  if  conscience  had  as  strong  a  force  upon 
the  mind  as  honour^  the  first  step  to  her  unhappy 
condition  had  never  been  made;  she  had  still  beeri 
innocent,  as  she  is  beautiful.  Were  men  so  enlight- 
ened and  studious  of  their  own  good,  as  to  act  by  thef 
dictates  of  th^ir  reason  and  reflection,  and  not  the 
opinion  of  others,  conscience  would  be  the  steady 
ruler  of  human  life;  and  the  words  truth,  law,  rea- 
son, equity,  and  religion,  would  be  but  synon3mM)us 
terms  for  that  only  guide  which  makes  us  pass  our 
days  in  our  own  favour  and  approbation/ 

%*  Monday,  Feb.  11, 1710,  at  the  Blue  Boy,  C.H.  in  ATe-Mary-laiie^ 
ymH  be  sold  by  auction,  part  of  the  stock  of  Mr',  lliomas  Paclhurst,  wha 
has  lea  off  hu  trade,  &c.    HarLMSa    Bagford's  Collection,  5979/ 
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Quicquid  aguni  kominet  — 

— wfttri  eit  farrago  UbeilL  Jut.  Sat.  i  85^  86^. 

Whatever  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream. 

Our  motley  Paper  seizes  for  its  theme.  ?< 


white's  CHOCOlATE-tfOUSB,  AUGUST  1. 

The  imposition  of  honest  names  tod  words  upon  im- 
proper subjects,  has  made  so  regular  a  confusion 
amongst  us,  that  we  are  apt  to  sit  down  with  our 

*  Stisub's. 
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errors,  well  enough  satisfied  with  the  methods  we  are 
fallen  into,  without  attempting  to  deliver  ourselves 
from  the  tyranny  under  which  we  are  reduced  by 
such  innovations.  Of  all  the  laudable  motives  of 
human  life,  none  have  suffered  so  much  in  this  kind, 
as  love;  under  which  revered  name  a  brutal  desire 
called  lust  is  frequently  concealed  and  admitted; 
though  they  differ  as  much  as  a  matron  from  a  prosti- 
tute, or  a  companion  from  a  buffoon.  Philander'' 
the  other  day  was  bewailing  this  misfortune  with 
much  indignation,  and  upbraided  me  for  having  some 
time  since  quoted  those  excellent  lines  of  the  satirist; 

*  To  an  exact  perfection  they  have  brought 
The  action  love,  the  passion  is  forgot  ^Z 

*  How  could  you,'  said  he,  *  leave  such  a  hint  so 
coldly?  How  could  Aspasia  and  Sempronia*  enter 
into  your  imagination  at  the  same  time,  and  you 
never  declare  to  us  the  different  receptions  you  gave 
them?* 

The  figures  which  the  ancient  mythologists  and 
poets  put  upon  Love  and  Lust  in  their  writings  are 
very  instructive.  Love  is  a  beauteous  blind  child, 
adorned  with  a  quiver  and  a  bow,  which  he  plays 
with,  and  shoots  around  him,  without  design  or 
direction;  to  intimate  to  us,  that  the  person  beloved 
has  no  intention  to  give  us  the  anxieties  we  meet 
with,  but  that  the  beauties  of  a  worthy  object  are  like 
the  charms  of  a  lovely  infant;  they  cannot  but  attract 

X  <  Je  dis  ailleurs  que  Philander  etoit  mylord  Halifax.  II  rintroduit  ici 
parlant,  parce  qu'il  s'y  agit  d'intrigues  de  galanterie  entre  personnes  de  la 
premiere  qualite.'    Babillard.    See  Tatler,  No.  15.  Philander. 

y  See  Tatler,  No.  5. 

«  See  Tatler,  No.  S5,;  perhaps  for  Sempronia,  we  ought  to  read  Polu- 
glosaa.  See  No.  42.;  where  the  character  of  lady  Elizabeth  Hastings  is 
drawn  by  Congreve,  under  the  name  of  Aspasia.  See  Wilford's  *  Memo* 
rials  and  Characters,'  &c.  folio,  Lond.  1741,  page  780;  and  Ballard's  <  Me« 
moirs  of  learned  Ladies,'  art.  Hastings. 
VOL.  I.  EE 
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your  concern  and  fondness,  though  the  child  so  re- 
garded is  as  insensible  of  the  value  you  put  upon  it, 
as  it  is  that  it  deserves  your  benevolence*  On  the 
other  side,  the  sages  figured  Lust  in  the  form  of  a 
satyr;  of  shape,  part  human,  part  bestial;  to  signify 
that  the  followers  of  it  prostitute  the  reason  of  a  man 
to  pursue  the  appetites  of  a  beast.  This  satyr  is 
made  to  haunt  the  paths  and  coverts  of  the  virood- 
nymphs  and  shepherdesses,  to  lurk  on  the  banks  of 
rivulets,  and  watch  the  purling  streams,  as  the  resorts 
of  retired  virgins;  to  show,  that  lawless  desire  tends 
chiefly  to  prey  upon  innocence,  and  has  something  so 
unnatural  in  it  that  it  hates  its  own  make,  and  shuns 
the  object  it  loved,  as  soon  as  it  has  made  it  like 
itself.  Love,  therefore,  is  a  child  that  complains  and 
bewails  its  inability  to  help  itself,  and  weeps  for  as- 
sistance, without  an  immediate  reflection  or  know- 
ledge of  the  food  it  wants :  Lust,  a  watchful  thief, 
which  seizes  its  prey,  and  lays  snares  for  its  own  re- 
lief; and  its  principal  object  being  innocence,  it  never 
robs,  but  it  murders  at  the  same  time. 

From  this  idea  of  a  Cupid  and  a  SatjT,  we  may 
settle  our  notions  of  these  different  desires,  and  ac- 
cordingly rank  their  followers.  Aspasia*  must,  there- 
fore, be  allowed  to  be  the  first  of  the  beauteous  order 
of  Love,  whose  unaffected  freedom,  and  conscious 
innocence,  give  her  the  attendance  of  the  Graces  in 
all  her  actions.  That  awful  distance  which  we  bear 
towards  her  in  all  our  thoughts  of  her,  and  that 
chearful  familiarity  with  which  we  approach  her,  are 

«  Lady  Elizabeth  Hastings,  *  the  illustrious  pattern  of  all  who  love  praise- 
worthy things.'  See  Tatler,  No.  42.  This  eminent  lady  lived  the  orna- 
ment of  her  sex  and  age  to  the  year  1740.  Mr.  Ballard  mentions^  and 
endeavours  to  excul{iate,  her  attachment  to  the  Methodists,  who  started  up 
in  her  time:  it  is  the  only  objection  on  record  to  the  prejudice  of  her  lady- 
ship's character,  and  may  be  considered  as  a  proof,  that  she  was  a  l8dy> 
qtus  msi  b<mUate  capi  non  poterat. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  49.  THE  TATLER.  419 

certain  instances  of  her  being  the  truest  object  of 
love  of  any  of  her  sex.  In  this  accomplished  lady, 
love  is  the  constant  effect,  because  it  is  never  the 
design.  Yet,  though  her  mien  carries  much  more 
invitation  than  command,  to  behold  her  is  an  imme- 
diate check  to  loose  behaviour;  and  to  love  her  is 
a  liberal  education ;  for,  it  being  the  nature  of  all 
love  to  create  an  imitation  of  the  beloved  person 
in  the  lover,  a  regard  for  Aspasia  naturally  pro- 
duces decency  of  manners,  and  good  conduct  of 
life,  in  her  admirers.  If,  therefore,  the  giggling 
Leucippe  could  but  see  her  train  of  fops  assem- 
bled, and  Aspasia  move  by  them,  she  would  be 
mortified  at  the  veneration  with  which  she  is  be- 
held, even  by  Leucippe's  own  unthinking  equip- 
age,  whose  passions  have  long  taken  leave  of  their 
understandings. 

As  charity  is  esteemed  a  conjunction  of  the  good 
qualities  necessary  to  a  virtuous  man,  so  love  is  the 
happy  composition  of  all  the  accomplishments  that 
make  a  fine  gentleman.  The  motive  of  a  man's 
life  is  seen  in  all  his  action^;  and  such  as  have  ' 
the  beauteous  boy  for  theit  inspirer,  have  a  sim- 
plicity of  behaviour,  and  a  certain  evenness  of  de- 
sire, which  bums  like  the  lamp  of  life  in  their  bo- 
soms; while  they  who  are  instigated  by  the  satyr, 
are  ever  tortured  by  jealousies  of  the  object  of  their 
wishes,  oflen  desire  what  they  scorn,  and  as  often 
consciously  and  knowingly  embrace  where  they  are 
mutually  indifferent. 

Horio,  the  generous  husband,  and  Limberham, 
the  kind  keeper,  are  noted  examples  of  the  di&r- 
ent  effects  which  these  desii'es  produce  in  the  mind. 
Amanda,  who  is  the  wife  of  Florio,  lives  in  the  con- 
tinual enjoyment  of  new  instances  of  her  husband's 
friendship,  and  sees  it  the  end  of  all  his  ambition  to 

E  E  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


420  THE  TATLER-  No.  49. 

make  her  life  one  series  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction  ; 
and  Amanda's  relish  of  the  goods  of  life  is  all  that 
makes  them  pleasing  to  Horio :  they  behave  them- 
selves to  each  other,  when  present,  with  a  certain 
apparent  benevolence,  which  transports  above  rap- 
ture j  and  they  think  of  each  other  in  absence  with  a 
confidence  unknown  to  the  highest  friendship :  their 
satisfactions  are  doubled,  their  sorrows  lessened,  by 
participation. 

On  the  other  hand,  Corinna  ^  who  is  the  mistress 
of  Limberham,  lives  in  constant  torment :  her  equi- 
page is  an  old  woman,  who  was  what  Corinna  is 
now ;  an  antiquated  footman,  who  was  pimp  to  Lim- 
berham's  father ;  and  a  chambermaid,  who  is  Lim- 
berham's  wench  by  fits,  out  of  a  principle  of  politics 
to  make  her  jealous  and  watchful  of  Corinna.  Under 
this  guard,  and  in  this  conversation,  Corinna  lives  in 
state  :  the  furniture  of  her  habitation,  and  her  own 
gorgeous  dress,  make  her  the  envy  of  all  the  strolling 
ladies  in  the  town ;  but  Corinna  knows  she  herself 
is  but  part  of  Limberham's  household-stuff,  and  is  as 
capable  of  being  disposed  of  elsewhere,  as  any  other 
moveable.  But  while  her  keeper  is  persuaded  by  his 
spies,  that  no  enemy  has  been  within  his  doors  since 
his  last,  visit,  no  Persian  prince  w^as  ever  so  magnifi- 
cently bountiful  }  a  kind  look  or  falling  tear  is  worth 

*  The  persons  here  alluded  to  under  the  ndmes  of  Corinna  and  Lim- 
berham, were  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas,  junior,  and  Henry  Cromwell,  es- 
quire. The  authority  for  this  note  see  in  Pylades  and  Corinna,  or 
*  Memoirs',  &c.  vol.  l.  p.  194,  compared  with  page  96.  Mrs.  E.  Thomas 
was  probably,  the  lady  glanced  at  in  Tatler,  No.  5. — ^'Corinna  with 
sprightly  wit.'  From  the  same  unquestionable  authority  above  referred  to, 
it  appears  certain,  that  the  very  same  persons  were  sdluded  to  in  these 
papers,  under  different  names ;  as  this  appellation  of  Limberham,  is  the 
fourth  fictitious  name  under  which  Henry  Cromwell,  esq.  is  introduced. 
See  Tatler,  No.  47.  and  note,  where  he  is  distinguished  by  the  title  of 
Sir  Taflfety  Trippet,  &c.  See  also  Tatler  No.  165.  Sir  Timothy  Title,  and 
note,    •  • 
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a  piece  of  brocade,  a  sigh  is  a  jewel,  and  a  smile  is 
a  cupboard  of  plate.  All  this  is  shared  between  Co- 
rinna  and  her  guard  in  his  absence.  With  this  great 
economy  and  industry  does  the  unhappy  Limberham 
purchase  the  constant  tortures  of  jealousy,  the  favour 
of  spending  his  estate,  and  the  opportunity  of  en- 
riching one  by  whom  he  knows  he  is  hated  and  de- 
spised. These  are  the  ordinary  and  common  evils 
which  attend  keepers;  and  Corinna  is  a  wrench  but 
of  common  size  of  wickedness,  were  you  to  know  what 
passes  under  the  roof  where  the  fair  Messalina  reigns 
with  her  humble  adorer. 

Messalina*'  is  the  professed  mistress  of  mankind; 
she  has  left  the  bed  of  her  husband,,  and  her  beau- 
teous offspring,  to  give  a  loose  to  want  of  shame  and 
fulness  of  desire.  Wretched  Nocturnus,  her  feeble 
keeper  !  How  the  poor  creature  fribbles  in  his  gait, 
and  skuttles  from  place  to  place,  to  despatch  his  ne- 
cessary affairs  in  painful  daylight,  that  he  may  return 
to  the  constant  twilight  preserved  in  that  scene  of 
wantonness,  Messalina's  bed-chamber!  How  does 
he,  while  he  is  absent  from  thence,  consider  in  his 
imagination  the  breadth  of  his  porter's  shoulders,  the 
spruce  night-cap  of  his  valet,  the  ready  attendance 
of  his  butler  ;  any  of  all  whom  he  knows  she  admits, 
and  professes  to  approve  of.  This,  alas !  is  the  gal- 
lantry, this  the  freedom  of  our  fine  gentlemen  ;  for 
this  they  preserve  their  liberty,  and  keep  clear  of 
that  bug-bear,  marriage.  But  he  does  not  under- 
stand either  vice  or  virtue,  who  will  not  allow,  that 
life  without  the  rules  of  morality  is  a  wayward  uneasy 
being,  with  snatches  only  of  pleasure  ;  but  under  the 
regulation  of  virtue,  a  reasonable  and  uniform  habit 
of  enjoyment.     I  have  seen,  in  a  play  of  old  Hay- 

« 1[n  allusion  to  Valeria  Messalina,  the  daughter  of  M.  Valerius  Barbatus 
Messala,  and  fifth  wife  of  Claudius  Caesar.  Suetonius  in  Claudius,  26. 
Juv.  lib.  ii.  sat.  6. 
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wood's  ^  a  speech  at  the  end  of  an  act,  which  touched 
this  point  with  much  spirit.  He  makes  a  married 
man  in  the  play,  upon  some  endearing  occasion,  look 
at  his  spouse  with  an  air  of  fondness,  and  fall  into 
the  following  reflection  on  his  condition  : 

Oh  marriage  t  happiest,  easiest,  safest  state ; 
Let  debauchees  and  drunkards  scorn  thy  rites. 
Who,  in  their  nauseous  draughts  and  lusts,  profane 
Both  thee  and  heav'n,  by  whom  thou  wert  ordain'd. 
How  can  the  savage  call  it  loss  of  freedom, 
Thus  to  converse  with,  thus  to  gaze  at 
A  faithful,  beauteous  friend  ? 

Blush  not,  my  fair-one,  that  thy  love  applauds  4hee» 
Nor  be  it  painAil  to  my  wedded  wife 
That  my  full  heart  overflows  in  praise  of  thee. 
Thou  art  by  law,  by  interest,  passion,  mine : 
Passion  and  reason  join  in  love  of  thee. 
Thus,  through  a  world  of  calumny  and  fraud. 
We  pass  both  unreproach'd,  both  undeceived ; 
While  in  each  other's  interest  and  happiness. 
We  without  art  all  faculties  employ, 
And  all  our  senses  without  guilt  enjoy. 


No.  50.    THURSDAY,  August  4,  1709*^ 

'■'^nottri  est  farrago  libelli,  Jtiv.  Sat.  i.  85}  SS. 

Whate'er  men  do,  or  say,  or  think,  or  dream, 
Our  motley  Paper  seises  for  its  theme.  P. 


^  white's  chocolate-house,  august  2. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  ORLANDO  THE  FAIR. 

Whatever  malicious  men  may  say  of  our  lucubra- 
tions, we  have  no  design  but  to  produce  unknown 

*  Steele's. 
^  It  if  uneertain  which  of  the  dramatic  writers  of  this  name  is  here  in- 
tended.   The  passage  quoted  from  the  play  has  been  sought  for  hitherto 
with  fruitless  enquiry. 
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merit,  or  place  in  a  proper  light  the  actions  of  our 
contemporaries  who  labour  to  distinguish  themselves, 
whether  it  be  by  vice  or  virtue.  For  we  shall  never 
give  accounts  to  the  world  of  any  thing,  but  what 
the  lives  and  endeavours  of  the  persons,  of  whom  we 
treat,  make  the  basis  of  their  fame  and  reputation. 
For  this  reason,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  appearance 
is  reputed  a  public  benefit ;  and  though  ceitain  per-i 
sons  may  turn  what  we  mean  for  panegyric  into 
scandal,  let  it  be  answered  once  for  all,  that  if  our 
praises  are  really  designed  as  raillery,  such  malevo- 
lent persons  owe  their  safety  from  it,  only  to  theif 
being  too  Inconsiderable  for  history.  It  is  not  every 
man  who  deals  in  rats-bane,  or  is  unseasonably  amo- 
rous, that  can  adorn  story-like  ^sculapius*" ;  nor 
every  stock-jobber  of  the  India  company  can  assume 
the  port,  and  personate  the  figure  of  Aurengezebe  ^ 
My  noble  ancestor,  Mr.  Shakspeare,  who  was  of  the 
race  of  the  Stafls,  was  not  more  fond  of  the  memo- 
rable sir  John  Falstaff,  than  I  am  of  those  worthies ; 
but  the  Latins  have  an  admirable  admonition  ex- 
pressed in  two  words,  to  wit,  Neqnid  nmis  *,  which 
forbids  my  indulging  myself  on  those  delightful  sub- 
jects,  and  calls  me  to  do  justice  to  others,  who  make 
no  less  figures  in  our  generation :  of  such,  the  first 
and  most  renowned  is,  that  eminent  hero  and  lover 
Orlando**  the  handsome,  whose  disappointments  in 

«  Dr.  Radcliffe.    See  Tader,  No.  44.  and  notes;  Nos.  46.  47.  and  67. 

'  See  Tader,  No.  46.  and  note. 

g  *  Too  much  of  one  thing  is  good  for  nothing.'    Prov. 

fc  Robert  Fielding,  esq.  commonly  known  then  by  the  name  of  Beau 
Fielding,  a  handsome  and  very  comely  gentleman,  much  distinguished  in 
the  *  Annals  of  Galantry*  at  that  time.  He  was  tried  for  felony  at  the  Old 
Buley,  Dec.  4,  1706.  He  had  married,  as  the  indictment  holds  forth, 
Nov.  25,  1705,  the  most  noble  Barbara  duchess  of  Cleveland,  having  a 
former  wife  then  living.  In  the  course  of  the  evidence  on  this  trial,  it  ap- 
pears, that  sixteen  days  before,  viz.  Noy.  9,  1705,  Mrs.  VDlars,  a  very- 
bad  woman,  had  artfully  drawn  him  into  a  marriage  with  one  Mary  Wads^ 
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love,  in  gallantry,  and  in  war,  have  banished  him 
from  public  view,  and  made  him  voluntarily  enter 
into  a  confinement  to  which  the  ungrateful  age  would 
otherwise  have  forced  him.  Ten  lustra^  and  more 
are  wholly  passed  since  Orlando  first  appeared  in  the 
metropolis  of  this  island :  his  descent  noble,  his  wit 
humorous,  his  person  charming.  But  to  none  of 
these  recommendatory  advantages  was  his  title  so 
undoubted,  as  that  of  his  beauty.  His  complexion 
was  fair,  but  his  countenance  manly  ;  his  stature  of 
the  tallest,  his  shape  the  most  exact ;  and  though  in 
all  his  limbs  he  had  a  proportion  as  delicate  as  we  see 
in  the  works  of  the  most  skilful  statuaries,*  his  body 
had  a  strength  and  firmness  little  inferior  to  the  mar- 
ble of  which  such  images  are  formed.  This  made 
Orlando  the  universal  flame  of  all  the  fair  sex  ;  inno- 
cent virgins  sighed  for  him,  as  Adonis  j  experienced 

worth,  spinster,  on  the  mistaken  belief  of  her  being  Mrs.  Deleau,  a  widow, 
with  a  fortune  of  60,000/.  His  marriage  with  the  duchess  was  therefore  set 
aside,  and  her  grace  was  allowed  the  liberty  of  marrying  again.  He  craved 
the  benefit  of  his  clergy,  and  when  sentence  was  given,  that  he  should  be 
burnt  in  his  hand,  produced  the  queen's  warrant  to  suspend  execution, 
«nd  was  admitted  to  bail.  Trial  of  Robert  Fielding,  esq.  &c.  folio.  Lond. 
1708,  pastim.  In  his  will,  dated  April  9,  1712,  and  proved  on  the  l2th 
of  May  following,  he  is  styled  '  Robert  Fielding,  of  Fielding-hall,  in  the 
county  of  Warwick,  esq.'  and  appears  to  have  had  some  estates  at  Lutt^- 
worth.  He  is  mentioned  by  Swift  among  those  who  have  made  *  mean 
figures'  on  some  remarkable  occasions.  Fielding,  having  injured  his  for- 
tune by  his  gallantry  and  extravagance  in  early  life,  repaired  the  breaches 
he  had  made  in  it,  by  his  first  marriage  with  the  countess  of  Purbeck,  a 
widow  lady  of  an  ancient  and  noble  family  in  Ireland,  who  had  a  laige 
fortune  of  her  own,  to  which  she  had  added  considerably  by  a  former  mar- 
riage :  she  was  the  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Barnham  Swifl,  lord  Car- 
lingford,  who  was  of  the  same  family  with  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's. 
Fielding  is  said  to  have  lived  happily  for  some  years  with  this  lady,  who  was 
a  zealous  Roman-catholic,  and  could  have  no  great  difficulty  in  inducing 
a  man  who  had  no  religion  to  profess  himself  a  proselyte  to  her  religious 
persuasion.    See  Tatler,  No.  51.  and  notes. 

>  Ten  lustra  amount  to  half  a  century.  A  Itutrum  was  undoubtedly  a 
period  of  five  years  complete,  and  an  olympiad  of  four.  See  *  The  Origin 
of  Printing,  1776.'  page  32,  note. 
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widows,  as  Hercules,  Thus  did  this  figure  walk  alone 
the  pattern  and  ornament  of  our  species,  but  of  course 
the  envy  of  all  who  had  the  same  passions  without  his 
superior  merit,  and  pretences  to  the  favour  of  that  en- 
chanting creature,  woman.  However,  the  generous 
Orlando  believed  himself  formed  for  the  world,  and 
not  to  be  ingrossed  by  any  particular  affection.  He 
sighed  not  for  Delia,  for  Chloris,  for  Chloe,  for 
Betty,  nor  my  lady,  nor  for  the  ready  chambermaid, 
nor  distant  baroness :  woman  was  his  mistress,  and 
the  whole  sex  his  seraglio.  His  form  was  always  irre- 
sistible :  and  if  we  consider,  that  not  one  of  five 
hundred  can  bear  the  least  favour  from  a  lady  with- 
out being  exalted  above  himself;  if  also  we  must 
allow, .  that  a  smile  from  a  side-box  has  made  Jack 
Spruce  half  mad  ;  we  cannot  think  it  wonderful  that 
Orlando's  repeated  conquests  touched  his  brain :  so 
it  certainly  did,  and  Orlando  became  an  enthusiast 
in  love  ;  and  in  all  his  address,  contracted  something 
out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  breeding  and  civility. 
However,  powerful  as  he  was,  he  would  still  add  to 
the  advantages  of  his  person,  that  of  a  profession 
which  the  ladies  always  favour,  and  immediately 
commenced  soldier  *".  Thus  equipped  for  love  and 
honour,  our  hero  seeks  distant  climes  and  adven- 
tures, and  leaves  the  despairing  nymphs  of  Great 
Britain,  to  the  courtships  of  beaux  and  witlings  till 

^  Fielding  embarked  in  the  fortunes  of  king  James  II.  who  gave  him 
the  nominatibn  of  colonel,  and  for  whom  he  raised  a  regiment  in  his  native 
county  of  Warwick.  He  followed  the  king  into  France,  and  is  said  to 
have  carried  with  him  about  4000/.  with  which  sum,  and  the  remittances 
he  had  from  his  countess  while  she  lived,  he  was  enabled  to  cut  a  more 
considerable  figure  than  most  in  his  majesty's  retinue.  The  mock-king 
probably  raised  him  to  the  mock-rank  of  a  major-general,  for  so  he  is  fr^ 
quently  styled  in  the  trial  before  mentioned.  He  seems  also  to  have  had, 
or  affected,  the  title  of  count,  for  he  calls  his  wife  Mary  Wadsworth,  upon 
the  supposition  of  her  being  Mrs.  Deleau,  Anne  countess  of  Fielding.  See 
•  The  Trial,'  &c,  ut  sujprdy  passim. 
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his  return.  His  exploits  in  foreign  nations  and  courts 
have  not  been  regularly  enough  communicated  unto 
us,  to  report  them  with  that  veracity  which  we  pro- 
fess in  our  narrations  :  but  after  many  feats  of  arms 
(which  those  who  were  witnesses  to  them  have  sup- 
pressed out  of  envy,  but  which  we  have  had  faithfully 
related  from  his  own  mouth  in  our  public  streets) 
Orlando  returns  home  full,  but  not  loaded,  with 
years.  Beaux  born  in  his  absence  made  it  their  bu- 
siness to  decry  his  furniture,  his  dress,  his  manner ; 
but  all  such  rivalry  he  suppressed  (as  the  philosopher 
did  the  sceptic,  who  argued  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  motion)  by  only  moving.  The  beauteous  Villaria', 
who  only  was  formed  for  his  paramour,  became  the 
object  of  his  affection.  His  first  speech  to  her  was 
as  follows : 

*  Madam, 
*  It  is  not  only  that  nature  has  made  us  two  the 
most  accomplished  of  each  sex,  and  pointed  to  us  to 
obey  her  dictates  in  becoming  one  j  but  that  there  is 
also  an  ambition  in  following  "*  the  mighty  persons  you 
have  favoured.     Where  kings  and  heroes,  as  great 

1  Barbara  daughter  and  heiress  to  William  Villiers  lord  Tiscoimt  Gran- 
diicKi  of  the  kingdom  of  beland* 

>B  Orlando,  though  not  the  last  in  the  motley  procession,  came  after  a 
long  promiscuous  train  of  king,  lords,  and  commons.  Lord  Stanhope, 
aflnding  to  this,  says  to  Dr.  Atterbnry: '  I  had  a  letter  from  yon  this  day 
(Dec  17,  1705)  with  a  diverting  one  inclosed  from  a  mad  imaginary  ge- 
neral, who  is  so  happy  as  to  be  fond  of  that  which  my  father,  and  all  the 
worldbesides  himself  were  weary  of  long  ago,'  &c.  *  Happy  Madman,'  &c. 
See  *  Bishop  Atterbury*s  Epistolary  Correspondence,'  vol.  i.  p.  590.  *  The 
duchess  of  Cleveland,  then  favourite  mistress  of  king  Charles  11.  struck  by 
the  Graces  who  protected  and  promoted  die  duke  of  Marlborough,  gave 
him  while  he  was  an  ensign  of  the  guards,  five  thousand  pounds ;  with  whkh 
he  immediately  bought  an  annuity  for  his  life,  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  yeav, 
of  my  grandfather  Halifax;  which  was  the  foundation  of  his  subsequent 
fortunes.  His  figure  was  beautiful ;  but  his  manner  was  irresistible,  by 
dther  man  or  woman.'  Lord  Chesterfield's  *  Letters  to  }u8  Son,'  Letter 
136.    See  Tatler,  No.  61. 
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as  Alexander,  or  such  as  could  personate  Alexander  % 
have  bowed,  permit  your  general  to  lay  his  laurels.* 
According  to  Milton ; 

*  The  Fair  with  conscious  majesty  approved 
His  pleaded  reason.' — 

Fortune  having  now  suppUed  Orlando  with  neces- 
saries  for  his  high  taste  of  gallantry  and  pleasure,  his 
equipage  and  economy  had  something  in  them  more 
sumptuous  and  gallant  than  could  be  received  in  our 
degenerate  age ;  therefore  his  figure,  though  highly 
graceful,  appeared  so  exotic,  that  it  assembled  all 
the  BritonSy  under  the  age  of  sixteen,  who  saw  his 
grandeur,  to  follow  his  chariot  with  shouts  and  accla- 
mations, which  he  regarded  with  the  contertipt  which 
great  minds  affect  in  the  midst  of  applauses.  I  re- 
member, I  had  the  honour  to  see  him  one  day  stop, 
and  call  the  youths  about  him,  to  whom  he  spake  as 
follows : 

«  Good  bastards — Go  to  school,  and  do  not  lose 
your  time  in  following  my  wheels.  I  am  loth  to  hurt 
you,  because  I  know  not  but  you  are  all  my  own 
oflfepring :  hark  ye,  you  sirrah  with  the  white  hair, 
I  am  sure  you  are  mine :  there  is  half  a  crown.  Tell 
your  mother,  this,  with  the  half  crown  I  gave  her 
when  I  got  you,  comes  to  five  shillings*  Thou  hast 
cost  me  all  that,  and  yet  thou  art  good  for  nothing. 
Why,  you  young  dogs,  did  you  never  see  a  man  be- 
fore ?•  *  Never  such  a  one  as  you,  noble  general,' 
replied  a  truant  from  Westminster.  *  Sirrah,  I  be- 
lieve  thee :  there  is  a  crown  for  thee.  Drive  on, 
coachman/ 

This   vehicle,   though  sacred  to  love,   was  not 
adorned  with  doves :  such  an  hieroglyphic  denoted 

^  An  allusion  to  Goodman  tbe  player,  wbo  was  <me  of  the  prowiaciioiiii 
train  aboye-mentioned. 
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too  laiignishing  a  passion.  Orlando  therefore  gave 
the  eagle  %  as  being  of  a  constitution  which  inclined 
him  rather  to  seize  his  prey  with  talons,  than  pine  for 
it  with  murmurs. 

FROM  MY  OWN  APARTMENT,  AUGUST  2. 

I  HAVE  received  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Powel*' 
of  Bath,  who,  I  think,  runs  from  the  point  between 
us ;  which  I  leave  the  whole  world  to  judge. 

To  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Esquire. 

*  sir, 

*  ^  Having  a  great  deal  of  more  advantageous 
business  at  present  on  my  hands,  I  thought  to  have 
(ieferred  answering  your  Tatler  of  the  21st  instant 
until  the  company  was  gone,  and  season  over ;  but 
having  resolved  not  to  regard  any  impertinences  of 
your  paper,  except  what  relate  particularly  to  me,  I 

o  The  Fieldings  give  the  Spread  Eagle,  as  counts  of  the  German  Empire. 

P  «  Our  friend  the  Tatler,  under  the  notion  of  Mr.  Powel  at  the  Bath, 
has,  in  my  mind,  entered  into  the  depth  of  the  argument  in  dispute  [be- 
■  tween  Ben  Hbadly  and  the  bishop  of  Exeter]  and  given  a  complete  answer 
to  all  that  the, reverend  bishop  either  can  or  will  say  upon  the  subject ;  and 
Ben  should  have  referred  his  lordship  to  be  mumbled,  as  he  calls  it,  by  Mr. 
£Sckerstaf!^  as  his  lordship  had  threatened  him  with  that  usage  from  the 
worthy  author  of  Timothy  and  Philatheus.*  *  Correspondence'  of  John 
Hughes,  esq.  1772,  vol.  i.  let.  8.  p.  38. 

<i  A  continuation  of  the  raillery  on  the  lord  bishop  of  Exeter's  *  Answer 
to  Mr.  Hoadly's  Letter.'    See  Tatler,  No.  44.  and  notes. 

*  Rev.  Sir, 

*  I  was  in  such  full  business,  — ^  that  when  your  'letter  of  Con- 
siderations came  to  my  hands,  I  could  only  dip  into  it,  but  had  not  time  to 
give  it  a  thorough  reading ;  and  whien  (soon  after  I  came  hither)  I  did  reaii 
it  all  over,  it  was  at  first  without  any  design  of  giving  an  answer  to  it,  at 
least  not  till  I  should  find  more  leisure,  and  better  conveniences  for  it  than 
I  can  have  here,  where  I  not  only  have  no  books  proper  for  the  purpose, 
but  may  also  expect  to  find  more  other  necessary  business,'  than  the  physi- 
cians will  allow  any  person  in  a  course  of  drinking  these  waters  to  give  a 
due  attendance  to.  But  after  I  had  read  it  over,  &c.  I  soon  altered  my 
mind,  aiid  took  resolution  of  answering  you  from  hence,  according  as  I 
shocdd  be  able  to  find  leisure  tmd  convenience :  because  I  saw  I  should 
have  little  more  to  do,  than  only  to  undergo  tfie  fatigue  of  writing,'  &c. 
•  Lord  Bishop  of  Exeter's  Answer  to  Mr.  Hoadly's  Letter,  London,  1709,' 
pages. 
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am  the  more  easily  induced  to  Miswer  you,  as  I  shall 
find  time  do  it.  First,  partly  lest  you  should  think 
yourself  neglected,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe 
you  would  take  heinously  ill  \  Secondly,  partly  be- 
cause it  will  increase  my  fame,  and  consequently  my 
audience,  when  all  the  quality  shall  see  with  how 
much  wit  and  raillery  I  show  you — I  do  not  care  a 
farthing  for  you.  Thirdly,  partly  because  being  with- 
out  books  S  if  I  do  not  show  much  learnings  it  will 
not  be  imputed  to  my  having  none« 

*  I  have  travelled  Italy,  France,  and  Spain,  and 
fully  comprehend  whatever  any  German  artist  in  the 
world  can  do ;  yet  cannot  I  imagine,  why  you  should 
endeavour  to  disturb  the  repose  and  plenty  which, 
though  unworthy,  I  enjoy  at  this  place.  It  cannot 
be,  that  you  take  offence  at  my  prologues  and  epi- 
logues, which  you  are  pleased  to  miscall  foolish  and 
abusive.  No,  no,  until  you  give  a  better  S  I  shall  not 
forbear  thinking  that  the  true  reason  of  youj:  picking 
a  quarrel  with  me  was,  because  it  is  more  agreeable 
to  your  principles,  as  well  as  more  to  the  honour  of 
your  assured  victory,  to  attack  a  governor.  Mr.  Isaac, 
Mr.  Isaac,  I  can  see  into  a  mill-stone  as  far  as  another, 
as  the  sajring  is  ;  you  are  for  sowing  the  seeds  of  se- 
dition and  disobedience  among  my  puppets,  and  your 
zeal  for  the  good  old  cause  would  make  you  persuade 
Punch  to  pull  the  string  from  his  chops,  and  not  move 
his  jaw  when  I  have  a  mind  he  should  harangue. 
Now,  I  appeal  to  all  men,  if  this  be  not  contrary  to 
that  uncontroulable  and  unaccountable   dominion, 

r  His  lordship  uses  these  words  in  his  *  Answer,'  p.  5. 

>  See  Tatler,  No.  44.  and  notes. 

<  '  And  till  I  can  hear  of  a  better  reason,  &c.  I  shall  not  forbear  thinking 
that  the  true  reason  of  it  was,  because  I  am  (though  unworthy,  yet  by 
God's  permission  and  the  queen's  favour)  a  Bishop;  and  a  Bishop  is 
thought  by  some  people  to  be  a  sort  of  an  ecclesiastical  Governor/  &c. 
Ibid,page  5.  . 
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which  by  the  laws  of  nature  I  exercise  over  them  ;  for 
all  sorts  of  wood  and  wire  were  made  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  man :  I  have,  therefore,  an  unquestionable 
right  to  frame,  fashion,  and  put  them  together  as  I 
please;  and  having  made  them  what  they  are,  my 
puppets  are  my  property,  iand  therefore  my  slaves : 
nor  is  there  in  nature  any  thing  more  just,  than  the 
homage  which  is  paid  by  a  less  to  a  more  excellent 
being  :  so  that  by  the  right,  therefore,  of  a  superior 
genius,  I  am  their  supreme  moderator,  although  you 
would  insinuate,  agreeably  to  your  levelling  princi- 
ples, that  I  am  myself  but  a  great  puppet,  and  can 
therefore  have  but  a  co-ordinate  jurisdiction  with  them. 
I  suppose  I  have  now  sufficiently  made  it  appear, 
that  I  have  a  paternal  right"  to  keep  a  puppet-show, 
and  this  right  I  will  maintain  in  my  prologues  on  all 
occasions. 

•  And,  therefore,  if  you  write  a  defence  of  your- 
self  against  this  my  self-defence,  I  admonish  you  to 
keep  within  bounds ;  for  every  day  will  not  be  so 
propitious  to  you  as  the  ^th  of  April ;  and  perhaps 
my  resentment  may  get  the  better  of  my  generosity, 
and  I  may  no  longer  seem  to  fight  one  who  is  not 
my  equal,  with  unequal  wei^ns:  there  are  such 
things  as  scandalums  magnatums'' i  therefore,  take 
heed  hereafter  how  you  write  such  things  as  I  cannot 
easily  answer,  for  that  will  put  me  in  a  passion. 

'  I  order  you  to  handle  only  these  two  prepositions, 
to  which  our  dispute  may  be  reduced:  the  first, 
whether  I  have  not  an  absdute  power,  i^dienever  I 

«  Filmer  published  two  books,  the  one  on  the  *  Anarchy  of  Limited 
Monarchy/  the  other  on  *  Patriarchal  Government ;'  in  which  he  laboars 
to  prove,  that  all  govermncnt  ought  to  be  absolute  and  monarchical;  that 
pmtemal  is  the  tanie  as  royal  authority,  and  implies  detpoUe  power. 

<  <  Why,  Sir,  I.  As  to  other  answ^,  I  don't  know  but  that  I  mi^  answer 
it  by  an  action  of  scand.  nag.  but  that  I  should  scorn  to  fight  an  advenaiy 
with  unequal  weapons.'    «  Bp.  of  Exeter's  Answer/  &c.  u^  tvjprdfP*  27* 
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please,  to  light  a  pipe  with  one  of  Punch's  l^s,  or 
warm  my  fingers  with  his  whole  carcase  ?  the  second^ 
whether  the  devil  ^  would  not  be  in  Punch,  should 
he  by  word  or  deed  oppose  my  sovereign  will  and 
pleasure  ?  and  then,  perhaps,  I  may,  if  I  can  find 
leisure  for  it,  give  you  the  trouble  of  a  second  letter* 
*  But  if  you  intend  to  tell  me  of  the  original  of 
puppet-shows  * ;  and  the  several  changes  and  revolu- 
tions that  have  happened  in  them  since  Thespis,  and 
I  do  not  care  who,  that  is  Noli  me  tangere  !  I  have 
solemnly  engaged  to  say  nothing  of  what  I  cannot 
approve.  Or,  if  you  talk  of  certain  contracts  *  with 
the  mayor  and  burgesses,  or  fees  to  the  constables^ 
for  the  privilege  of  acting,  I  will  not  write  one  single 
word  about  any  such  matters  ^ ;  but  shall  leave  you 
to  be  mumbled  by  the  learned  and  very  ingenious 
author  of  a  late  book,  who  knows  very  well  what  is  to 
be  said  and  done  in  such  cases.  He  is  now  shuffling 
the  cards,  and  dealing  to  Timothy ;  but  if  he  wins 
the  game,  I  will  send  him  to  play  at  back-gammon 

y  *  Les  paitisans  de  Pobeissance  passive  pr^endent  que  c'est  un  article 
n^cessaire  a  salut,  et  qu'on  est  damne  quand  on  ne  le  croit  pas.  L'assem- 
blee  du  clerg6  fit  en  1640  des  canons  eccl68ia8tique8,  par  Tun  desquels 
ceux  qui  refusent  de  receivoir  cette  doctrine  sont  soumis  a  rexcommuni- 
cation.'    Le  Babillard. 

>  *  The  letter-writer  here  alludes  to  bishop  BlackalPs  peevish  expressions 
in  the  conclusion  of  his  answer  from  Bath,  to  Mr.  Hoadly's  Considerations,  ' 
&c    *  If  your  reply  shall  be  about  original  contracts,  revolutions,  &c.  I 
tell  you  plainly  that  I  an't  at  leisure,  nor  I  shan't  be  at  leisure,  nor  I  won't 
be  at  leisiu*e,  to  write  you  so  much  as  one  single  line  about  such  matters.* 

*  Correspondence'  of  John  Hughes,  esquire,  vol.  i.  p,  229. 

&  '  La  monarchie  limitee  si^ypose  lin  contract  original  entre  le  souverain 
et  le  peuple.  La  convention  qui  ajugea  la  couronne  a  Guillaume  et  Marie, 
d^dda  que  Jaques  II.  avoit  dissous  ce  contract,'  &c.  BabiUard.  See  also 
the  bishop  of  Exeter's  '  Answer,'  p.  14. 

^  The  ingenious  dialogue  here  mentioned  was  intituled  *  Timothy  and 
Philatheus,'  in  which  the  principles  and  projects  of  a  late  whimdcal  book, 
entitled,  *  The  Rights  of  the  Christian  Church,  &c.  (by  Dr.  Tindal)  are 
fairly  stated  and  answered  in  their  kinds.  Written  by  a  Layman,'  printed 
at  London  in  three  vols.  8vo.  1709.    Mr.  Oldisworth  was  the  author. 

•  Correspondence'  of  John  Hughes,  esq.  vol.  i.  page  229. 
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with  you ;  and  then  he  will  satisfy  you,  that  deuce^ 
ace  makes  five. 

*  And  so,  submitting  myself  to  be  tried  by  my 
country,  and  allowing  any  jury  of  twelve  good  men, 
and  true,  to  be  that  country*^;  not  excepting  any, 
unless  Mr.  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  to  be  of  the  panel,  for 
you  are  neither  good  nor  true  **.  I  bid  you  heartily . 
farewell ;  and  am,     sir, 

'  Your  loving  friend, 

Bath,  July  28.  <  PoWEL.* 

Note:  That  proper  cuts  for  the  historical  part  of 
the  paper,  are  now  almost  finished,  by  an  engraver 
lately  arrived  from  Paris,  and  will  be  sold  at  all  the 
toy-shops  in  London  and  Westminster. 

^  *  Referring  myself  to  be  tried  by  God  and  my  country ;  not  excepting 
against  any  one  person's  being  on  the  panel,  but  only  Mr.  Benjamin 
Hoadly,  rector  of  St.  Peter's  Poor.'    Ibid,  page  22. 

^  The  \mter  of  these  notes  has  been  assured  upon  good  authority,  that 
Mr.  Hoadly,  after  his  advancement  to  the  see  of  Winchester,  having  acci- 
dentally discovered  that  bishop  Blackall's  widow  was  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, generously  settled  upon  her  an  annuity  of  50/. 

See  a  concise  and  accurate  account  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadly,  &c.  in  the 
*  Supplement  to  Dr.  Swift's  Works,'  vol.  ii.  p.  447.  et  seq, 

N.  B.    The  Bishop's  *  Answer,'  &c.  is  dated  Bath,  May  10,  1709. 
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Absolute  power  represented  in  a  dance,  11. 

Advice  not  asked  for  injformation,  but  out  of  fulness  and  per-< 

plexity  of  heart,  25. 
—  not  to  be  given  to  every  body,  ibid. 
^sculapius  falls  in  love  with  the  divine  Hebe,  44. 

his  recipe  for  love,  47. 

A&icanus,  character  of,  36. 

•  magnanimity  of,  and  manner  of  purchasing  an* 

niiities,  38. 
Age,  by  what  rendered  most  agreeaisle,  45. 

■  indecent  when  not  spent  in  virtue,  46. 
Alchymist,  of  Sen  Jonson,  remarks  on,  14. 
Alicant,  castle  of,  surrendered,  10. 

■  officers  killed  before,  21. 

AUeyn,  a  player,  founder  of  Dulwich  college,  20. 

Almanack,  Oxford,  for  1709f  considered,  39. 

Alost,  attempt  to  surprise  the  garrison  of,  1. 

Amanda,  the  happy  .wife  of  Florio,  character  oi^  49. 

Annihilation  described  by  Milton  and  Dryden,  6* 

Annuities,  how  purchased  by  Africanus,' 38. 

Argyle,  character  of  John  duke  o^  46. 

Artillery  company  of  London,  description  of  an  exercise  of 

arms  performed  by,  41. 
Aspasia,  a  most  excellent  woman,  character  oi^  49* 

' —  first  of  the  beauteous  order  of  love,  49. 

Asturias,  prince   of,  acknowledged  heir  to  the  crown  of 

Spain,  5. 
Avaro,  a  mean-spirited  rich  man,  described,  25. 

VOL.  I.  F  F 


Digitized  by 


Google 


434  INDEX. 

AureDgezebe,  an  Indian  stock-jobber,  history  of,  with   his 
indecent  manner  of  spending  old  age,  46. 

Bachelor's  scheme  to  govern  a  wife,  10. 

Bajados,  account  of  the  battle  of,  17. 

Bankers,  why  poems  ought  to  be  taken  for  bills  by,  43. 

Barrymore,  earl  of,  made  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Bajados, 

17. 
Barry,  Mrs.  an  excellent  player,  1. 
desired  tQ  act  the  widpw  at  Mr*  BickerstafiTs 

funeral,  7. 
Bath  commotions  among  the  good  company  at,  16. 
Battle  of  Bajados,  17. 

Bays,  expedient  of,  to  procure  applause  at  the  play-house,  6. 
BeadlestafF's  testimony  pf  a  reformation  and  puppet-show  at 

Oxford,  45. 
Bear,  meaning  of  the  word,  explained,  38. 
Bear-garden  of  great  antiquity,  31. 
Beauty^  every  temper  to  be  softened  by,  10. 

. force  and  efficacy  of,  10  and  15. 

Belfiy,  an  ignorant  clown,  behaviour  of,  at  lady  Painty*s,  37. 
Bernard,  a  French  banker,  consequences  of  the  failure  (^, 

3.  5.  and  29- 

offer  o^  to  his  creditors,  9- 

Betterton,  a  celebrated  player,  account  of  the  benefit  play 

of,  1. 
Bickerstaff,  Isaac,  an  adept  in  astronomical  speculations,  2. 
_ did  not  compound  wi^h  the  milliners  and 

toymen,  30. 

disposes  of  his  three  nephews,  ibid. 

— -  expects  hush-^ioney,  2o. 

extraordinary  cure?  performed  by,  at  his 


lodgings,  34. 


genealogy  of,  1 1. 

gives  acmce  for  his  own  sake,  6. 

Will  of,  7. 

Bicknell,  or  Bignell,  Mrs.,  a  comedian,  commended^  $. 

«_^_«» — ^  «, _  acts  the  Ojuntry  Wife,  ibid. 

Billetrdoux  concerning  a  rival,  ^9u 

Birth,  to  be  proud  of,  the  gri^atest  of  vanities,  1 1. 

Bodify  wits,  who,  45. 

Bracegirdle,  Mrs.,  an  excellent  player,  1. 

Bribery,  a  peem  on,  4^. 

-; a  treatise  on,  ibid. 

Brunette,  colonel,  a  very  pretty  lHk>w,  44. 
Brussels  postscript,,  a  poem,  remarks  on^  46. 
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Buckley^  Mr.,  a  Drawcensir,  18. 

Bullock  and  Penkethman,  comedians,  to  attend  Mr.  Btcker- 

stafF's  fiineraJ,  1 1. 
Busy  Body  a  comedy,  character  ofi  19. 
But,  the  particle,  used  too  frequently,  38. 

Cadogan,  tnajor-geriefal,  arrives  at  Brussels^  1. 

Cselia,  why  so  long  a  maid,  5. 

CsBsar,  Julius,  compared  with  Alexander,  6. 

Camilla,  account  of  the  person  who  performed  the  character 

of,  in  the  opera,  20. 
Campaign,  a  poem,  by  Addison,  character  of,  43. 
Cancrum,  UYerit  of,  24. 
Cant  of  modem  men  of  wit,  12. 
Cards  take  the  place  of  poetry,  1. 
Careless,  Frank,  opposed  to  Fop  Nice,  14. 
Ceremony,  invention  and  use  of,  30. 
Challenge,  the  style  of,  25. 
Children,  the  manner  of  nursing,  15. 
Chloe,  love  o^  makes  coxcombs,  4. 
Circumspection-water,  Bickerstaff's  wonderful-  effects  of,  2^ 

and  34. 
Citizens  distinguished  from  cits,  25. 
Clarissa,  love  of,  makes  madmen,  4. 
Clidamira,  a  woman  of  distinction,  a  pretty  lady,  34. 
Comment  on  stone  walls,  17. 
Companions,  what  sort  o^,  most  desirable,  45. 
Compassion  often  the  weakest  part  about  us,  41. 
Conscience  described,  48. 

Contention  between  two  ladies  for  the  title  of  very  pretty,  34. 
Conversation,  mutual  good-will  the  quintessence  o^  45. 

' —  repartees  in,  31. 

■  —  the  most  necessary  talent  in,  21. 

Copenhagen- poetically  described  by  Ambrose  Philipis,  12. 

Coquetry,  what,  27* 

Coquettes  a  mischievous  sect,,  ibid. 

Corinna,  a  kept  mistress,  manner  of  life  oi^  with  Limberham» 

49. 
Country,  ignorant  of  Mr.  Bickerstaff's  writings,  31. 
Country  Wife,  a  comedy,  remarks  on,  3. 
Credit  described,  48. 

Critic,  great,  failsinto  a  fit  at  the  opera,.  4; 
Critics  of  all  mortals  the  silliest,  29* 

opposed  tO'wits,  iWd. 

Custom  the  caose  of  duels,  29* 
Cynthio^  adventure  of,  at  the  play-house,  22. 
— — «-  dictating  on  the  passion  of  love,  ibid. 
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Cjnthio,  effects  of  a  bow  from  his  mistress  on,  S.- 

—  Mis  in  love,  !• 

resolution  of,  and  letter  to  his  mistress  thereon,  85. 

Czar  of  Muscovy's  victory  over  the  Swedes,  accoant  of,  S. 

Damia,  a  woman  of  distinction,  a  very  pretty  lady,  34. 

Dancing  displays  beauty,  ibid. 

Dassapas,  Tom,  his  potions,  48. 

Dawks,  honest  Icabod,  the  news-letter-writer,  an  account  of 

him,  18. 
Decius,  the  character  of  a  lewd  personf,  45. 
Dedications,,  abuse  of  them,  43. 

— play  dedicated  to  a  city  knight,  ibid, 

Denmark,  king  of,  account  of  his  tour,  2.  5.  6.  7.  8.  and  tl» 

, runs  for  a  prize  at  Dresden,  S3. 

Distaff,  Jenny,  Mr.  Bickerstaff's-  half-sister,  her  conduct  ini 

an  amour,  33. 
her  discourse  on  love;  the  eoiDftiand  and  power 

of  women,  10. 

•  her  reflections  on  her  brother's  writings^  33. 


Diversions  for  the  king  of  Denmark  at  Dresden,  ibid. 
Divito  (or  Christopher  Rich,  esq.),  sale  of  his  goods^  celestial 

and  terrestrial,  42. 
Dogs,  account  of  the  loss  of  a  lady's  lap-dog,  47* 
Dryden's  verses  on  empire  applied,  20. 
Duel,  inquiry  into  the  genealogy  of  that  monster,  29* 
Duellers,  how  treated  after  death,  26; 
Duelling  and  its  terms  explained,  25. 
— —  —  custom  the  source  of  it,  29« 

—  dialogue  thereon,  39. 

—  how  used  by  different  nations,  28 


—  stripped  of  its  pretensions  to  credit  and  repitation, 

37. 
Duhrich  college  founded  by  AUeyn  the  player,  ^. 
Dumb  fortune-teller,  some  account  of  him,  14. 
Durfey,  Mr.,  the  lyric  poet,  account  of  his  great  abilities,  lU 

dedication  to  his  Modem  Prophets,  43. 

writes  state  plays  and  political  dances,  11. 

Dursley,  lord,  sea  engagement  between  him  and  the  French^ 

15. 

Earl  of  Essex,  character  of  that  play,  14. 

Ease  in  writing,  what  it  is,  9. 

Emblem  of  the  parrot  and  dove,  a  poem,  27* 

Engagement  at  sea  between  the  English  and  French,  15* 

Epigram  on  marriage,  40. 

Epithets  of  Homer  and  YirgU  coDopared,  6« 
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Epsom,  adventures  of  a  fortune-hunter  there,  47. 
■  diversions  there,  36. 

Epsom  wells,  a  comedy  by  Shadwell,  account  of  it,  7. 
Esquire,  the  appellation  of,  notoriously  abused,  IQ. 
Exercise  of  arms  in  the  city  of  London,  with  remarks  there- 
on, 41. 
Extasy  described  by  Dryden,  8. 

Femcia,  the  island  o^  happy  in  good  ministers  of  state,  4. 

Fits,  a  lady  cured  of  them  by  a  whisper,  23. 

Fleming,  general,  design  of  his  to  visit  Berlin,  2. 

Florimel  and  Picket,  their  courtship,  7. 

Florio,  a  gentleman  fitted  for  conversation,  45. 

Fly-blow,  a  fool,  who  deserves  to  be  treated  like  a  knave,  38. 

Fools  how  they  differ  from  madmen,  40. 

Foot-race  by  damsels  at  Epsom,  S6. 

Fox,  a  play  by  Ben  Jonson,  applauded,  21. 

France,  misery  of  that  kingdom,  2.  6.  7-  10.  18. 19.  and  37. 

Free  state  represented  in  a  dance,  11. 

Free-thinkers,  who  call  themselves  so,  Ig. 

French  king,   Lewis  XIV.  answer  of  his  subjects  to  his 

letter,  29. 
Frontlet,  an  awful  beauty,  characteri;zed,  24. 

Galway,  earl  of,  his  bravery  and  conduct  in  Portugal,  17. 
Gamesters,  their  misery  and  alternate  state  described,  I2i* 

what  men  of  honour  and  wealth  play  against 

them,  15. 
Gatty,  Mrs.,  foremost  in  the  rank  of  toasts,  24. 
Genealogy  of  the  Bickerstaffs,  11. 
Genii,  their  good  offices  to  men,  48, 
Gentleman,  what  meant  by  that  term,  21. 
Good-breeding,  what,  30. 

Good-natured  old  man  the  best  companion,  ibid. 
Good-will  (mutual),  the  quintessence  of  conversation,  45. 
Guardelpop,  the  French  taylor,  account  of  his  wedding,  7. 
Guilt  applies  the  satire,  41. 

HamIiET,  his  directions  to  players,  35. 

Hamman,  dispute  between  papists  and  protestants  in  that 

town,  6. 
Hanover,  elector  of,  remonstrance  of  his  minister  to  the 

council  at  Ratisbon,  3. 
.1-     .  — .  signifies  his  intentions  to  the  imperial 

court,  4. 
Jlolt,  lord  chief  justice,  his  integrity  described  in  the  cha« 

ract^  of  Verus,  H. 
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Homer  indiscreet  in  his  ^itbets,  6. 

— *s  Iliad  in  a  journal,  ibid. 

Honest  fellows  as  .companions  described,  4^5. 
Hunters,  a  ipeeting  of  tbem  described,  37. 
Husb-rooney  expected  by  Mr.  Bickerstafi^  86. 

Jack  Spruce  niade  half  mad  by  a  smile,  50. 

Idiots,  an  inquiry  after  one  who  put  the  city  of  London  in 

great  consternation,  40, 

distinguished  from  politicians,  ^icL 

Jervase,  Mr.  a  great  painter,  4. 
Iliad  of  Homer  put  into  an  exact  journal,  6, 
Impressions  made  on  us  by  pictures,  S. 
,  Ipdolence  turned  into  philosophy,  10. 
Instructions  to  Vanderbank,  remarks  on  that  poem^  3. 
Insurrections  at  Marseilles,  6. 
Invention  to  have  one's  name  conceajed,  15. 
Inventory  of  the  play-house  goods  belonging  to  Christopher 

Rich,  esq.  to  be  sold,  42. 
Jonson,  Ben,  his  manner  of  writing,  £K 
Journal  of  Homer's  Iliad,  6. 
Ix,  antiquity  of  that  family,  35. 

Kidney,  master  of  St.  James's  coffee-house,  has  the  ear  of 

the  greatest  politicians,  1. 
Knaves  proved  fools,  40. 

Ladies,  their  trifling  endearments  give  us  mean  ideas  of 

their  souls,  40. 
a  lady  thankful  to  her  husl^and  for  curing  her  of  fits, 

23. 

a  young  lady  enchanted  by  an  old  rake,  22. 


Le  Brun's  picture  of  the  battle  of  Porus,  its  effect,  8. 
Legacy  of  Noy  the  attorney-general,  to  reclaim  bis  son,  Q. 
Letter  from  Amanda  to  Penelope,  giving  an  account  of  her 
conquests,  22. 

^ : —  Bread  to  Lewis  XIV..  24? 

Isaac  Bickerstaff  to  Lewis  XIV.  23. 

Lewis  XIV.  to  Isaac  Bickerstafl^  26. 

Pow^l  to  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  50. 

Letters  of  gallantry,  directions  for  writing  tbem,  SO.    ' 

Limberham  the  keeper,  his  manner  of  Jtife  with  CoriAna,  49. 

London  cries  compared  with  Italian  operas,  4^ 

--rr-: —  in  a  great  consternation  about  the  trial  of  an  idiot,  40* 

Love  changes  the  natural  man,  4.  10. 

-rrr-  di^tii%uishi$4  &001  kst,  49. 

most  effectual  cure  for  it,  47. 
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Lovoletler  by  Cynthio,  35. 

'■ directions  for  writing  thenii  30. 

Lucubrations  of  Mr.  Bickerstaff,  the  design  of  them,  50. 

Madmen,  difference  between  them  and  fools,  40. 

Madonella,  an  account  of  a  revolution  in  her  Platonic  nun- 
nery, 32, 

Maintenon,  madame,  her  letter  to  monsieur  Torcy  on  the 
peace,  19* 

Maria,  account  of  the  loss  of  her  lap-dog,  47. 

Marlborough,  John,  duke  of,  his  merit,  5. 

Marriage,  a,  described,  7. 

epigram  on,  40. 

safest  and  happiest  state  this  world  affords,  49. 

Marseilles,  account  of  an  insurrection  there,  6. 

May<-fair,  the  downfal  thereof  reduced  the  price  of  curiosi- 
ties, 20. 

Medicine  to  cure  a  scold,  2. 

Meeting  of  hunters  described,  37- 

Men  in  love  generally  poetical,  27. 

of  sense,  the  women's  humble  servants,  37- 

Merry  fellows  described,  45. 

Messalina  the  professed  mistress  of  mankind,  49* 

Military  achievements  of  London  by  the  artillerv  company,4i. 

Milton  and  Suckling,  in  a  parallel  case^  show  the  duty  of  men 
in  love,  40. 

Millennium,  when  to  commence,  43. 

Monoculus,  a  grave  sharper,  his  eloquent  reflections  on 
Africanus,  36. 

Moveables  of  the  play-house,  sale  of  them  frustrated,  44. 

Mountebanks,  their  artifice  to  insnare  the  vulgar,  4. 

Music  and  poetry  cure  the  spleen,  47* 

Naked  Truth,  a  pamphlet,  an  account  of  it,  17. 

Naturalization  act,  wherein  dangerous,  13. 

News- writers  in  a  panic  on  the  approach  of  peace,  18. 

. — «  the  shifts  they  are  put  to,  ibicL 

Chelsea  college  proposed  as  a  residence  for 

them,  ibid. 
Nice,  Will,  a  fop,  his  character,  14. 
Nobilis  dedared  to  be  no  rake,  £?• 
Noy,  his  expedient  to  reclaim  his  son  by  a  legacy,  9* 
Nurses,  their  abuse  of  infants  exposed,  15. 
Nunnery  erected  by  a  Platonic,  an  account  of  it,  52. 

Ogling  gains  women^  22. 

Oid  Bachelor,  account  of  that  comedy,  9.  . 
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Opera,  Italian,  considered,  4. 

T- : the  understanding  has  no  part  therein,  ibid. 

Orlando  the  Fair,  his  history,  50. 

, » his  speech  to  the  boys  who  followed  his 

chariot,  ibicL 
Oxford  almanack  for  1709  considered,  SQf 

discipline  applauded,  30. 

pupp^-show  at,  45. 

university  described,  39- 

^ACOLET,  a  guardian  angel,  his  first  appearance  to  Bicker- 
staff,  13. 

rt account  of  his  former  wards,  ibid. 

: his  checks  ai;id  admonitions,  14* 

his  life  of  a  month,  15. 

•3 his  observations  on  gamesters  and  sharpers,  ibid^ 

Panegyric,  the  true  nature  of  it,  17. 

Parisatis,  manner  of  converting  her  niece  Fastorella  from 
coquetry,  9« 

Paris  Gazette  burlesqued,  £• 

Parrot,  verse§  on  one,  87. 

Partridge,  John,  his  death  demonstrated,  1. 

Pastorella,  the  history  of  her  conversion  from  coquetry,  Q« 

J^lo^  tii^  character  of  an  eminent  generous  merchant,  £5. 

Penkethman,  the  comedian,  relation  of  the  progress  of  hia 
company  to  Greenwich,  4. 

. sale  of  his  animals  at  May-fidr,  20. 

Philander  ^he  mo$t  skilful  in  a^ldressing  the  fair  sex,  13. 

Philosophy,  plan  for  a  system  of  it,  with  an  appendix,  43. 

Picket,  col(Miel,  his  (character  and  manner  of  courtship,  7. 

pictures,  jthp  impression  they  make  on  us,  ibid. 

places  of  trust,  preten4ed  to,  not  out  of  m^'xit,  but  because 
they  are  convenient,  4 1 . 

Platonne,  a,  despribed,  38. 

. nunnery  established  by  Platonnes,   17. 

Players  instructed  by  Shakspeare,  35* 

Play-house  at  Amsterdam  supports  an  alms-house,  20. 

Plays,  proper  inpitements  to  gpod  behaviour,  9. 

Politicians,  the  distinction  scarce  discernible  between  then) 
and  idiots,  40. 

Poluglossa,  acquainted  with  all  the  world  but  herself,  42« 

Pope  in  distress,  5.  6.  7. 

Postscript  to  Brussels  Letter,  a  poem,  considered^  46. 

Potatrix,  Elizabeth,  catalogue  of  her  ancestors,  S5« 

Poverty  of  the  French  described,  2. 

Powell,  junior,  a  famous  heroic  actor,  3. 

1.1         disputes  between  him  and  Mr«  Bickerstaff,  H% 
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Powell,  juniol",  his  letter  from  Bath,  50^ 
Power,  absolute,  represented  in  a  dance,  11. 
Precedence,  a  quarrel  about  it  at  Epsom,  36. 

• —  the  opera,  16. 

Frelimii^aries  of  peace  refused  by  the  French  king,  23. 

_^»« -. settled,  20. 

Pretty  fellows,  very,  women's  men  in  the  first  degree,  35. 

what  persons  excluded  that  order,  21. 

■ who,  ibid. 

Prophets,  modern,  a  comedy  by  Mr.  D'Urfey,  some  account 

of  it,  11. 
Punchinello,  his  original  character  and  ill  manners,  45. 

how  disposed  of,  20. 

Terrag  filius  at  Oxford,  45. 

Punning  an  enormity,  32. 

■  an  instance  of  it,  SS. 

Puppet-show,  Mrs.  Saraband's,  in  the  Exchange,  20. 

1 —  supplies  the  want  of  an  act  at  Oxford,  45; 

Quality,  people  of,  should  always  pay  the  reckoning,  45« 

Quarrel  at  Epsom  about  precedence,  S6» 

'  at  the  opera  on  the  same  occasion,  16. 

Questioners  described,  41.        ' 

Quid-nunc,  his  character  of  lazinessi  &c*  10. 

Rak£8  characterized,  27. 

Ranter,  colonel,  civilized  at  the  sight  of  lady  Betty  Modish,  10. 

Reconsiderations  on  Instmcdons  to  Vanderbank,  a  poem,  5. 

Recruiting  Officer,  character  of  that  comedy,  20. 

Religion,  a  project  for  the  advancement  thereof  recommend'^ 

ed,  5. 
Richards,  major-gen.  blown  up  by  a  mine  at  Alicant,  21. 

Sacharissa,  an  excellent  young  lady,  why  not  courted,  5« 
Sagissa,  her  intrigue  discovered  by  taking  snuff,  35* 
Saltero,  don,  at  Chelsea,  his  descent,  qualifications,  and 

relics,  34. 
Sappho,  a  fine  lady,  her  character  and  discourse  with  Mn 

Bickerstaff,  6. 
Saraband,  Mrs.,  her  puppet-show  at  the  Exchange^  20. 
Satisfiiction,  a  term  in  duelling,  explained,  25. 
Satire,  apology  for  it  by  Shakspeare,  41. 

guilt  makes  the  application  of  it,  Aid* 

Scoffgin,  Mr.,  what  Mr.  Bickerstaff  claims  through  him,  9. 

Scouung,  a  medicine  for  that  vice,  2. 

Seignior,  grand,  sets  all  his  Christian  slaves  in  the  gaUies  at 

liberty,  6. 
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Sempronia,  lady,  her  scheme  to  betray  Jenny  Distaff,  5X 
Senecio,  the  character  of  a  good  old  man^  45. 
Shakspeare,  his  apology  for  satire,  41. 

his  excellences,  &• 

why  his  p\ay%  should  be  encouraged,  12. 

Sibourg,  colonel,  blown  up  bjia  mine  at  Alicant,  31. 
Smart  fellow  described,  26. 

wh^her  an  affront  to  be  called  so,  ibid. 

Smile,  a  man  made  half  mad  with  one,  50. 

BnuSt  taking  of  it  censured^  35. 

Sophronius,  why  he  is  the  darling  of  all  that  converse  with 

him.  £1. 
Sorrow  expressed  by  Shakspeare,  47. 
Spindle,  Tom,  how  cared  of  the  spleen,  ibid. 
Spleen,  a  never-failing  remedy  for  it,,  ibid. 
Staff  oflife,  his  poem  to  the  French  kisig,^  24. 
Stone-woUsy  eomment  on  thera,   17* 
Swearers  how  refof med,  13. 

Sweden,  king  of,  his  success  against  the  Muscovites,  25. 
passes  the  Nieper  without  opposition,  24. 

Taste  of  an  age  known  by  their  plays,  42. 

Teraminta,  the  unhappy,  her  story,  4.^ 

Terras  filius  at  Oxford,  his  place  supplied  by  Punchinello^ 

ibid. 
Theatres,  the  most  agreeable  and  easy  method  of  making  a 

poElie  and  moral,  gentry,  8. 
Thovoldy  sir   Greorge^  dedared  alderman  of  Covdwainera' 

Ward,  11. 
Toasts,  by  whom,,  and.  to  what,  purpose  that  name  was  found 

out,  3L 

--^  or^in.  of  that  institntian,  %4k. 

Tom  Drybones,  how  he  purchased  that  name,  ibid. 

Toreyv  monsieur,  die  French  pfenipotentiarjv  appoiated  to 

treat  of  a  peace,  9.  13i  19.  and  £9. 

'• the  sense  of  tbegreacness^  of  FvaiK»,  16^ 

; letter  to  him  from  madame  Maintenon,   19. 

Toss,  pretty  miss,  the  eoqiiene^  her  behaviour^  27. 
Tournay  invested,  35. 

surrendered  to  the  duke  of  Mavboroiigh,^  44^ 

Townshend,  lord)  the  English,  j^mpoteotiary  to  the  states 

general,   18. 
Tragedy,  materidb  for  makin]?' one,  912: 
Tri^ieal'  passion,  hew  it  shoidd  be  expvessed,  47* 
Treaty  of  peace,  brokenstf  by  thw  9rmchy  fiSt 
Tnppnet^  sir  Taftty^  aecrant  of  hii»  smkaus  fit  Bpscm  and: 
Tunbridge,  47« 
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T^ip  to  the  Jubilee,  character  of  tbiit  comedyy  IQ. 
Tumult  at  Paii$  oa  account  of  the  clearness  of  breadt  }0« 
Tunbridge  Wells,  adventures  of  a  fortune-hunter  thera,  47. 

Valentine,  a  soldier,  his  uncommon  generosity,  5. 
Vanity,  the  greatest  under  the  son,  11. 
Verses,  a  tale  for  the  ladies,  2. 

Brusselif  postscript,  46. 

describing  Copenhagen,  by  Ambrose  Philips,  12. 

from  Dry  den's  play  of  Almanzor,  ibid. 

from  Milton,  6.  40.  49.  and  50. 

from  sir  John  Suckling,  40. 

instructions  to  Vanderbank,  5. 

—  lamentations  of  a  witty  author,  ibid* 

on  a  parrot,  27. 

on  a  partial  judge,  42. 

on  marriage,  40  and  49. 

on  the  morning  in  town,  9. 

out  of  Addison's  campaign,  43. 

simile  of  the  sun  eclipsed,   11. 

to  Lewis  XIV.  24. 

Verus,  the  character  of  an  impartial  chief  justice,  14. 
VignoUes,  major,  blown  up  by  a  mine  at  Alicant,  21. 
Villaria,  the  beauteous  object  of  Orlando's  affection,  60. 
Virgil  compared  with  Homer,  6. 

more  judicious  in  his  epithets  than  Homer,  ibid. 

Underbill,  Cave,  an  excellent  comic  actor  for  three  genera-. 

tions,  £2. 
Unnion,  corporal,  account  of  his  death,  5. 

Vl^ALPOLE,  Mr.,  going  to  England  with  the  preliminaries  of 
peace,  20. 

Water,  circumspection,  wonderful  effects  of  it,  2. 

Wedlock,  a  picture  of  it,  7. 

Welsh,  a  nation  of  gentlemen,  31. 

Whisperers  without  business  censured,  38. 

Whitaker,  admiral,  arrives  at  Barcelona  with  troops  from 
Naples,  5. 

Wife,  scheme  to  govern  one,  10. 

the  most  amiable  term  in  life,  and  derided  only  by 

fools,  33. 

Winter-piece,  a  poem,  by  Ambrose  Philips,  from  Copen- 
hagen, 12. 

Withers,  general,  his  distinguishing  character,  46. 

Wits,  bodily,  described,  45. 

opposed  to  critics,  29. 
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Witchcraft  described  and  explained,  ^1. 

Women  have  more  understanding  than  men  in  their  o#n 

aSairsy  SO. 
"      ■  ■  natural  to  them  to  talk  of  themselves,  10. 
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